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GFA
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TOT (S.F.) 4,074.00
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ALLOWABLE F.A.R. 0.5
LOT SIZE (S.F.) 4,747
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Zoning Subdistrict : Residential B

Existing use: Residential - Three Family

Proposed Use: Residential - Three Family

Lot Area: 4,747 s.f.

Existing GFA: 4,074 s.f.

Proposed GFA: 4,340 s.f.

Min. Lot Area

Max Allowable FAR

Min. Rear Yard

Min Front Yard

Dimension Regulations

CONFORMINGITEM REQUIRED PROPOSED

5,000 sq. ft 

0.5

Min. Lot Area per DU

15'

- RESIDENTIAL B DISTRICT - Dimensions regulation

Zoning Regulations

EXISTING

0.86

15.80'

4,747 sq. ft

Min Left Side Yard

Min Right Side Yard

0.91

11.68'

2.78'

39.39' 25'

Min. Lot Width 50'45'

2,500 sq. ft 

7.5' (sum of 20)

7.5' (sum of 20)

YES

Max. Height 41' 35' 41'

Min. Ratio of Usable Op. Sp. to Lot Area 9% 20% 9%

4,747 sq. ft Existing Non-Conforming

Existing Non-Conforming

45' Existing Non-Conforming

Existing Non-Conforming

15.80' YES

11.68'

2.78' Existing Non-Conforming

39.39' 39.39' YES

Existing Non-Conforming

Existing Non-Conforming

Min. Ratio of Op. Sp. to Lot Area 30% 40% Existing Non-Conforming30%
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03/23/2024 

 

To The Cambridge Board of Zoning Appeals  

 

From: Martin Benoit and Nadja Khatchadourian 

            Petitioners Seeking Zoning Relief for 17 Copley St #3 Dormer Additions  

 

 

 

Dear BZA Board Members, 

 

We bought our 3rd floor unit in 2014 after the building had been gut-rehabbed. Our unit includes 

the attic.  At that time, we were renters in the neighborhood (since 2010). We were looking for a 

unit to buy that would allow us to raise our family in Cambridge. At the time, we had one child 

and another on the way. Our extended families live far away.  Since then, our daughter (now 13 

years old) and son (9.5 years old) have shared the unit’s second bedroom. We have outgrown 

our existing space. Our children now need separate bedrooms.  The existing Cambridge market 

is very tight and cost prohibitive for 3-4 BRs. We do not want to leave Cambridge, where we 

live, we both work, and our kids attend public schools. We want to make use of our existing attic 

space to create additional living space. With this plan for a modest attic conversion with dormer 

additions, our children can use the upper story bedrooms and bath, while the current bedroom 

will allow for additional living space (breathing room) in our existing 1220 sf floor plan. It will also 

allow distant family to visit.  With this addition, we will be able to live out our “family years” in 

Cambridge.  Otherwise, we will have to leave.  We hope you are able to find in our favor and 

grant the relief we seek to allow us to remain in the home and the community we love.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Martin Benoit and Nadja Khatchadourian 

17 Copley St, Unit #3  















To: 

Cambridge Board of Zoning Appeals

831 Mass Ave. 

Cambridge MA 02139 

To the Cambridge Board of Zoning Appeals, 

We are unit owners at 17 Copley Street in Cambridge (Unit 1). 

Martin and Nadia (Unit 3) have shared with us their plans to convert their 4th floor attic 
and add dormer additions. 

We understand they are a growing family and without the requested zoning relief their 
family would be unable to utilize their attic and convert it in a way that would allow their 
family to remain comfortably in their unit.  The units in our building are not large and we 
understand the hardship they would experience if they are unable to utilize their attic 
space. They are truly fantastic neighbors and it would be a shame to lose them from our 
3-family building. 

They have kept us in the loop throughout their planning process.  We have reviewed 
their plans and the proposed dormers are modest, tasteful, and are similar to many 
other homes on our street.  We fully support this application and urge the Board of 
Zoning relief to grant the requested relief. 

Sincerely, 

Nathan Ross and Jessica Goodman 

Address: 17 Copley Street 

Unit: #1 

Phone: 585-506-8152 







1

Martin Benoit

From: Kari Kuelzer <kkuelzer@gmail.com> on behalf of Kari Kuelzer
Sent: Tuesday, April 16, 2024 5:29 PM
To: mpacheco@cambridgma.gov
Subject: Comment for BZA-263025 17 COPLEY STREET

April 7, 2024 

 
To: 

City of Cambridge  

Board of Zoning Appeals 

831 Mass Ave. 

Cambridge MA 02139 

 
To the Cambridge Board of Zoning Appeals, 

 
I live at 19 Copley Street, next door to 17 Copley Street in Cambridge.  My family has lived here since 
1967.   As I child, I spent time in #17.  It was home to multigenerational families at that time. 

Martin, Nadia and their two kids have been my neighbors for 10 years.  They have shared with me 
their plans to convert their 4th floor attic and add dormers.  I support their request for zoning relief to 
use their existing attic to create additional bedrooms and a bathroom for their family.   Many houses in 
our area have attic dormers and 3rd and 4th floor space. Families such as theirs have always used the 
attics as a way to make the most of the space they have. Nowadays, it’s the only way for many 
families to be able to afford to remain in Cambridge.  I think it would be a real hardship if they are 
unable to utilize their attic space and were forced to move out. They live and work in Cambridge and 
their kids attend Cambridge schools.   

I am on the side requiring the setback variance.  I believe that the proposed dormers are modest and 
tasteful, and would not create any negative change in the scale or character of our 
neighborhood.  From the street, they are basically invisible.    

I fully support this application and ask that the BZA grant them the relief they need.   

Sincerely, 

Kari Kuelzer 

19 Copley Street 
Cambridge MA 02138 
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