Envision Cambridge

Update to Transit Advisory Committee
November 2, 2016



What is Envision Cambridge?

e Comprehensive planning process

 Establish vision for future of Cambridge

e Recommendations, strategies, actions toward that vision
* Cross-cutting between traditional planning disciplines
 Working in parallel and coordination with ongoing efforts
e Early focus on Alewife area



What we’ve been working on

e Qutreach, listening, and visioning to establish vision and core values

* Understand existing conditions and assess challenges and
opportunities toward preliminary goals

* Alewife district planning

201 6 201 ? 2018 Eh‘!IiIIJH ___

Visualizing = Evaulating the Preparing
the Future : Possibilities for Action — 1|

= Determine Vision and Core Values » Analyze Different Scenarios + |dentity Strategies i
= Assess Opportunities and Challenges Our Vision » Discuss Trade-offs * |ntegrate District Studies l—:
= Set Preliminary Goals + Set Targets = [Draft the Final Plan
i L]
A Our Citywide Plan!
Alewife :
™ P

District Plan



Vision

Cambridge is a
forward-thinking,
welcoming, and
diverse city. We enjoy
a high quality of life
and thrive in a
sustainable, inclusive,
and connected
community.
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Cambridge

is a forward-
thinking,
welcoming, and
diverse city.
We enjoy a high
quality of life
and thrive in

a sustainable,
inclusive, and
connected
community.
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Core Values

We value a vibrant built and
natural environment and support
sustainable transportation with
affordable and convenientaccess
to caily needs and recreational
resources,

Diversity and Equity

We are a welcoming community
that celsbratas our diversity and
ensures access to affarcable
housing choices and opportunities
to succeed.

Economic Opportunity

We provide opportunity and
stability through access to guality
jabs, warkforee development and
training, and livablewages that
support high lsvelof services.
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Sustainability and Resilience

We take responsible action
to reduce our impact on the
environmeant and build a resilient
city and strong community,

Community Health and Wellbeing

We promote healthy and active
litestyles in a supportive,

safe community with diverse
oppertunities to connect with our
nelghbors and engage in civic life

We embrace lifelong learning
and celebrate the pursuit of
knowledge, and our culturally rich
and creative cenmimunity.




Core Values

 Livability

e Diversity and Equity

e Economic Opportunity

e Sustainability and Resilience

e Community Health and
Wellbeing

e Learning

Which aspects of each core value

most important to you
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Key Planning Topics

e Community Interaction

* Housing

* Economy

e Urban Form

e Climate and the Environment
e Mobility



Alewife District Planning

e Early focus area of planning
process

 January/February: Working
group meetings and
workshop on scenarios

e March/April: Development
of recommendations based
onh scenarios



Surface Parking Lots w |

and Paved Streets °

The following slides were initially .
presented at the 2016-09-15 i
Alewife Working Group Meeting. e

Full presentation available at ‘ X
envision.cambridgema.gov
(under Documents header)

:f: City of Cambridge Envision Cambridge cambridgema.gov/citywideplan



Tree canopy
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Intersection density helps create walkabllity

Intersection Density

Cambridge Alewife
Average: Station Area
426/mi2 176/miz
Best Practice: Alewife Concord Ave
Central Sq. @Brook Pkwy: s—
1,224/miz 122/miz e
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(Source: Center for Neighborhood Technology)
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Alewife — Walking, transit, bike

Walk Transit Bike
score score score

Cambridge 88 72 93

Average

Alewife 608 68 92
w98 73 99

East 20

Cambridge 90 34 94 574 | D renw_a'): PErkﬁ .
Google

Map data ©2016 Google ' Terms of Use | Report a map érror

(Source: www.walkscore.com/)
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Land Ownership
Public vs Private

Land Ownership

Private
[l City of Cambridge
Il MBTA
[ Commonwealth of MA
[ Cam. Housing Authority

Source: City of Cambridge Tax Assessor and Property Database 2016
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Land Ownership - Parcels under 12 ,000 sq. ft.

218 different owners
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Source: City of Cambridge Tax Assessor and Property Database 2016
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Land Ownership - Parcels between 12,000 and 50 000 sq ft.

42 different owners
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Land Ownership - Parcels between 50,000 and 100 OOO sq ft.

16 different owners
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Land Ownership - Parcels between 100,000 and 1 ,000, OOO sd. ft

31 different owners
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Land Ownership - Parcels over 1,000,000 sq. ft. o

5 different owners

FRsE T e T s SEHEE S e L e e RS R R RS I R

Land Area (sq ft)

B City of Cambridge AR

Commonwealth of MA 4,021,739
M vBTA 1,368,464
M W.R. Grace & CO. 1,313,642
B O'Neil Properties

1,117,541 T

Envision Cambridge cambridgema.gov/citywideplan



Land Ownership

312 different owners

Source: City of Cambridge Tax Assessor and Property Database 2016

City of Cambridge Envision Cambridge

cambridgema.gov/citywideplan



Key Planning Topics

e Community Interaction

* Housing

* Economy

e Urban Form

e Climate and the Environment
 Mobility



Ways to be involved

* Apply for Mobility Working Group (or other topic-specific groups)

e Attend Advisory Committee and Working Group meetings, public
meetings and workshops

e Sign up for email list (via website)

* Website: envision.cambridgema.gov
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