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NO. PARCEL COMMENT RESPONSE RESPONDENT COMPLETED

1 H

Study of the connection to the DCR maintenance 

yards under the bridge (standalone study). 

Related point about a pedestrian connection 

along northern property line.

See appendix A MVVA

2 H
Question the need for a separate automobile 

drop-off at base of Murphy staircase

The drop-off is part of the Twenty/20 access drive and 

is a curbless “Woonerf” design to be integrated with the 

pedestrian paving either side. Additional shade trees 

have been added to further integrate this area with the 

overall landscape.

MVVA

3 H Break up the east-west length of the south façade

The façade introduces vertical alternating metal 

panels that vary in height and in width. This serve to 

breakdown the overall massing of the façade as well 

as a scaling element for the building.

NBBJ

4 H
Lower height of planted mounds at plaza at top of 

Murphy Staircase

The planted mounds have been lowered by 18” and 

are now 30” above the adjacent plaza level to ensure 

unobstructed views.

MVVA

5 H
Can plaza at top of Murphy staircase be more of 

a place with seating, rather than pass through?

A combination of fixed benches and moveable furniture 
has been added to the upper plaza.

MVVA

6 H
Solid panels in façade need more texture, depth 

or relief

Façade variation through the metal panels is achieved 

through the varying widths of the panel which generate 

different face geometries casting varied light and 

shadows across the façade. 

NBBJ

7 H
Soften concrete wall on north side, plant around 

the easement area

Landscaping has been added to the top and bottom of 

the retaining walls. The ivy will climb and slide down 

the walls, softening the concrete surfaces along the 

length of the walls. Concrete texture will be studied in 

the aggregate and texture of the formwork to articulate 

the concrete walls.

NBBJ

8 H
Concerns about blank wall on the east side, 

under the colonnade.

Climbing vines have been added to the columns along 

the east side to add texture to the walking experience 

under the colonnade. Clear vision glass with shadow 

box spandrel will occur along the length of the façade. 

A translucent frosted film has been added to the glass 
composition helping define the private-public nature 
of the space.. A highly detailed handrail has been 

introduced at the sidewalk, curtain wall face.

MVVA/ NBBJ

9 H
Public elevators need to be more visible and 

appear more public; need wayfinding to elevators

A wayfinding panel has been added at the transition 
from the Gilmore Bridge sidewalk to the Murphy Stair, 

which will provide general orientation for Cambridge 

Crossing and wayfinding to the elevators.

MVVA

10 H
Concern over recessed, darkened entrance to 

elevators to bridge level from grade

The elevators have been rotated and placed into the 

main lobby footprint. A canopy and signage will define 
the entrance to the elevator vestibules at both the 

bridge south plaza level and the ground floor entrance 
plaza.

NBBJ

11 H

Concern over width of sidewalk along Gilmore 

Bridge – which way would be for bicycles and 

which for pedestrians, can they be separated? 

(may need to show study of how bicycles are 

accommodated on bridge within the traffic right of 
way)

The existing sidewalk is maintained at 6’6” width, and 

a 10’ wide walkway under the colonnade. Because 

access on either side is on the existing narrow bridge 

sidewalk we recommend that the area is signed for 

people to walk their bikes. 

MVVA

17 H
Concerns about just papered privacy glass along 

the walk way

Climbing vines have been added to the columns along 

the east side to add texture to the walking experience 

under the colonnade. Clear vision glass with shadow 

box spandrel will occur along the length of the façade. 

A translucent frosted film has been added to the glass 
composition helping define the private-public nature of 
the space. A highly detailed painted handrail has been 

introduced at the sidewalk, curtain wall face.

NBBJ
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URBAN DESIGN ANALYSIS: OPEN SPACE
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PRIMARY INTERSECTION

PARKING GARAGE ENTRY

SECONDARY INTERSECTION

TERTIARY INTERSECTION

TERTIARY STREET

SECONDARY STREET

PRIMARY STREET

URBAN DESIGN ANALYSIS: VEHICULAR



43

CAMBRIDGE CROSSING PARCEL H

NOVEMBER 7, 2017

H

LECHEMERE MBTA STOP

COMMUNITY COLLEGE MBTA 
STOP

MAIN BUILDING ENTRY

BICYCLE PARKING ENTRY

URBAN DESIGN ANALYSIS: PEDESTRIAN
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ZONING MASSING DIAGRAM (MASTERPLAN)



45

CAMBRIDGE CROSSING PARCEL H

NOVEMBER 7, 2017

PARCEL
H

EXISTING AERIAL PHOTO: NORTHEAST
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PROPOSED LOCATION OF EXTERIOR SIGNAGE

Parking signage  - Signage mounted above the parking vehicular 

entrance will direct motorists into the parking garage. Additional 

signage at the parking entrance will provide information about the 

parking facility. Additional signage will direct pedestrians to the 

parking vehicular entrance, mounted at the pedestrian entrance.

General note: Cambridge Crossing wayfi nding graphics - Similar to other 

developments in Somerville and Cambridge. We anticipate a neighborhood-

wide graphics identify and wayfi nding program, in the form of freestanding 

signs or kiosks, on the sidewalks and in the park adjacent to the building.

Building identity signage - Signage communicating the building address is anticipated at the main lobby entrance 

door. This signage may be in form of letter and number graphics on the lobby facade glazing (i.e. above or next to the 

front door) or in the form of freestanding letters and numbers on the building entrance canopy. This signage may also 

identifi y the building tenants.

Ground fl oor utility signage - Small signs will identify 

the purpose of mulitple doors (i.e. electrical utility 

vault) around the ground fl oor of the building.

North Elevation

South Elevation

East Elevation

West Elevation

Ground fl oor utility signage - Small signs 

will identify the purpose of mulitple 

doors (i.e. indoor bicycle parking, loading 

dock entrances) around the ground fl oor 

of the building.

CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE CAMBRIDGE

BOSTONBOSTON CAMBRIDGE
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IN PROGRESS

EXTERIOR LIGHTING PLAN 51
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