
2021
Town Gown Report

for the

City of  Cambridge
Planning Board Presentation



2021
Town Gown Report

for the

City of  Cambridge
Planning Board Presentation

1. 2021 CONTEXT 

2. COVID-19 SAFETY PLAN

3. HARVARD IN THE COMMUNITY 

4. EQUITY, DIVERSITY, INCLUSION & BELONGING

5. CAMPUS PLANNING & PROJECTS

6. SUSTAINABILITY



Harvard University  |  2021 Town Gown Report, City of Cambridge Planning Board Presentation  |  February 2022 3

2021 Context



2021
Town Gown Report

for the

City of  Cambridge
Planning Board Presentation

2.  COVID-19 SAFETY PLAN



• 98% vaccination rate among Harvard students;
97% among faculty and staff

– Booster required as of January 31, 2022

• Rigorous testing protocols for all 
on-campus community members

• Indoor mask requirement across 
campus

• Continuous evaluation of policies to 
meet or exceed all state and local mandates

• Coordinated COVID Community Support
– Subject-matter expertise to city leaders
– Resources for residents
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COVID-19 Safety Plan
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3.  HARVARD IN THE COMMUNITY
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Key Areas of Harvard Engagement 3. Harvard in the Community

Affordable Housing

Cambridge Public Schools
Support

Sustainability Partnerships

Diversity & Equity Initiatives
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Housing Partnerships 
Recently recommitted $20M to the Harvard Local Housing Collaborative
• The first iteration of the program helped preserve and create more than 

1,600 units in Cambridge including units in every Cambridge neighborhood
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Harvard in the Community 3. Harvard in the Community
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Harvard in the Community

Partnerships with Cambridge Public Schools
• Professional Development Opportunities for CPS Educators
• Family Engagement and Parent Workshops
• Curriculum-Based Programs
• Project Teach for College and Career Awareness
• RISE program 
• Harvard Crimson Summer Academy
• Summer Youth Employment Program

Cambridge Students Accepted to Harvard 
20 students from Cambridge (14 from CRLS) were accepted to 
Harvard College last year.

3. Harvard in the Community
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Harvard in the Community

Community Equity & Inclusion Initiatives

• RISE Program
– Guaranteed Income Pilot program for low-income 

Cambridge residents

• Partnership with Food For Free
– More than 2,000 meals distributed weekly 

• Supporting minority and women-owned businesses 
in Harvard Square

• Pro Bono legal services for Cambridge Residents

• Mayor’s Winter Support Drive 
– Donated gift cards to low-income Cambridge 

residents

Las Palmas Restaurant & Catering is a minority-owned, woman-owned and 
a family-owned restaurant now open inside the Smith Campus Center.

3. Harvard in the Community
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Equity, Diversity, Inclusion & Belonging

Harvard is committed to championing and supporting inclusive 
excellence by helping to foster a campus culture where everyone 
can thrive. 

What is inclusive excellence at Harvard?
Harvard works to create and maintain a community that draws on the widest possible pool of talent to unify 
excellence and diversity—one that fully embraces individuals from varied backgrounds, cultures, races, identities, 
life experiences, perspectives, beliefs, and values. 

The aspiration to achieve inclusive excellence moves beyond the goal of nondiscrimination and toward an 
embrace of the value that flows from bringing diversity of experience and thought to campus, and the rich forms 
of excellence that can emerge from that diversity.

Areas of Focus 
Engagement through University programming, events, and affinity spaces

Inclusive Hiring Practices through guidelines, trainings, and resources for hiring managers

Institutional Purchasing Practices through the establishment of new Office of Supplier Diversity and Inclusion

Examining Harvard’s History including the Committee to Articulate Principles on Renaming and Harvard and the 
Legacy of Slavery Initiative

Digital community engagement through new websites:
harvard.edu/diversity-and-inclusion & edib.harvard.edu
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5.  CAMPUS PLANNING & PROJECTS
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Harvard Campus

Harvard’s Schools and Institutes 
in Cambridge includes:

Harvard College

Harvard Divinity School

Harvard Division of 
Continuing Education

Harvard Graduate School 
of Arts & Sciences

Harvard Graduate School 
of Design

Harvard Kennedy School

Harvard Faculty of Arts 
and Sciences

Harvard Graduate School 
of Education

Harvard John A. Paulson 
School of Engineering 
and Applied Sciences

Harvard Law School

Radcliffe Institute for 
Advanced Study

5. Campus Planning & Projects

Cambridge / 
Allston

Harvard 
Longwood 
Campus

Arnold 
Arboretum
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University Population

Photo: Kris Snibbe/Harvard University

5. Campus Planning & Projects

38,000+ Harvard Affiliates
in Cambridge
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Campus Facilities

Photo: Mark Flannery

5. Campus Planning & Projects

390 Buildings – 16.3M SF

in Cambridge



Current Projects
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5. Campus Planning & Projects

5 Sacramento Street

Lewis Law Center

Department of Economics

Claverly Hall

Randolph Hall

Weld Boathouse

60 Oxford Street

Swartz Hall

109 Irving Street

13 Kirkland Place

Science Center Teaching Labs

1746 Cambridge Street

Apthorp House

Russell Hall / Westmorly Ct.

Blackstone Steam Plant

Recently Completed
Currently in Construction
Projects in Planning
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Academic Projects 5. Campus Planning & Projects

Swartz Hall

Reginald F. Lewis Law Center

Department of 
Economics

Recently Completed
Currently in Construction
Projects in Planning

60 Oxford Street

Science Center Teaching Labs



Harvard University  |  2021 Town Gown Report, City of Cambridge Planning Board Presentation  |  February 2022 19

Academic Projects

Harvard Divinity School

Swartz Hall
Renovation and Addition 

Recently Completed

5. Campus Planning & Projects
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Academic Projects 5. Campus Planning & Projects

Faculty of Arts and Science

60
Oxford Street

RENOVATION

Project in Planning



Recently Completed
Currently in Construction
Projects in Planning
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Residential Projects 5. Campus Planning & Projects

5 Sacramento 
Street

Claverly Hall, 
Adams House

Apthorp House,
Adams House

Randolph Hall,
Adams House

109 Irving 
Street

13 Kirkland 
Place

Russell Hall -
Westmorly Ct., 
Adams House
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Residential Projects 5. Campus Planning & Projects

Harvard College

Claverly Hall, 
Adams House

RENOVATION 

Recently Completed
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Residential Projects 5. Campus Planning & Projects

Harvard University Housing

13 Kirkland Place
Renovation and Addition 

Project in Planning

Harvard University Housing

5 Sacramento Street
Renovation

Project in Planning



Blackstone Steam Plant
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Support Facility Projects 5. Campus Planning & Projects

1746 Cambridge StreetWeld Boathouse

Recently Completed
Currently in Construction

Projects in Planning
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Support Facility Projects 5. Campus Planning & Projects

Faculty of Arts and Sciences

Weld Boathouse
Renovation

Project in Planning
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Trees 5. Campus Planning & Projects

• 5,000 trees in Cambridge

• Majority of trees in good health

• Balanced diversity of age and species
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Wayfinding 5. Campus Planning & Projects

Interactive Campus Map – map.harvard.edu
• Pedestrian navigation

• Functionally accessible routes and entrances

• Public events on campus

• Real-time Harvard Shuttle locations, Bluebikes availability

Improved 
campus wayfinding 
pedestrian signage



Allston Update
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5. Campus Planning & Projects

Newell
Boathouse
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Transportation

2021 Commuting Modes

5. Campus Planning & Projects
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6.  SUSTAINABILITY
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