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VEHICLE TRIP REDUCTION ORDINANCE (TEXT INCLUDED IN APPENDIX)

https://www.municode.com/library/ma/cambridge/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT10VETR_
CH10.17VETRREOR 

PARKING AND TRANSPORTATION DEMAND MANAGEMENT PLAN (TEXT INCLUDED IN 
APPENDIX)

https://www.municode.com/library/ma/cambridge/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT10VETR_
CH10.18PATRDEMAPLPASPRE

GROWTH POLICY

http://www.cambridgema.gov/~/media/Files/CDD/Planning/GrowthPolicy/growth_policy_2007.pdf

CLIMATE PROTECTION PLAN

http://www.cambridgema.gov/~/media/Files/CDD/Climate/climateplans/climate_plan.pdf 

ZONING ORDINANCE

http://www.cambridgema.gov/~/media/Files/CDD/ZoningDevel/Ordinance/zo_article19_1363.ashx 

https://www.municode.com/library/ma/cambridge/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT10VETR_CH10.17VETRR
https://www.municode.com/library/ma/cambridge/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT10VETR_CH10.17VETRR
https://www.municode.com/library/ma/cambridge/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT10VETR_CH10.18PATRD
https://www.municode.com/library/ma/cambridge/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT10VETR_CH10.18PATRD
http://www.cambridgema.gov/~/media/Files/CDD/Planning/GrowthPolicy/growth_policy_2007.pdf 
http://www.cambridgema.gov/~/media/Files/CDD/Climate/climateplans/climate_plan.pdf
http://www.cambridgema.gov/~/media/Files/CDD/ZoningDevel/Ordinance/zo_article19_1363.ashx
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Cambridge Bicycle Survey Summary 

October, 2014 

This is an overview of the key results from a survey administered as part of the Cambridge Bicycle 
Network Plan public outreach. 
 
Conclusion: Although most people who responded to the on-line survey about bicycling in Cambridge 
ride frequently and extensively, they report that they are not comfortable on many streets and would 
like to see more protected bicycle facilities and bicycle-friendly street designs. 

 
Survey Background 

As part of creating a new Bicycle Master Plan for Cambridge, an on-line survey was administered during 
June, 2014. The survey was open to anyone, and although outreach about the survey was sent broadly 
throughout the community, most of the survey participants 
were regular cyclists, and thus not representative of the 
population of Cambridge, or of greater Boston.  733 
responses were received.    

The survey was designed to determine what kind of bicycle 
facilities are most comfortable for users and what will 
enable parents and guardians to feel that their kids can bike 
safely in the City. Survey questions focused on: 

• Bicycling habits  
• Comfort with bicycling on different streets and various bicycle facility types  
• Children’s bicycling habits and parents/guardians’ comfort allowing children to ride on different 

streets/facility types 

Who Responded to the Survey? 

•  The majority of respondents (53%) were female 
• The majority of respondents were between 25-44 years 

old. Only 7% were in the 18-24 year old population; this 
would seem an underrepresentation of the 
student/young adult population who live and bicycle in 
Cambridge. This may be because the survey was 
administered in June, when area schools are out for the 
summer, although approximately 12% identified 
themselves as full or part-time students 
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• Approximately half the respondents are Cambridge residents, with another 35% living in the 
abutting communities  

• 89% identified themselves as white/Caucasian, not representative of the general population in 
Cambridge 

• 28% of respondents have children under age 18 at home 

Bicycling Habits of Respondents 

• The plurality of respondents consider themselves avid cyclists who bike everywhere, followed 
closely by people who are enthusiastic cyclists who prefer to ride on main streets with bike lanes 
or on minor streets with traffic calming/ low traffic speeds/ residential streets. About 15% limit 
their riding to off-road paths or out of the city.  

•  The vast majority of respondents ride several days a week outside of winter 
•  The majority of respondents ride at least sometimes during the winter and almost a quarter 

continue to ride daily.  

 

Bicyclist Comfort Levels 

Cyclists were asked about their comfort levels cycling on a variety of accommodations. People were 
asked about their comfort levels on busy commercial streets and on non-commercial streets and sample 
photographs were shown for each condition.  

People were also asked a separate series of questions about bicycling with children, including similar 
questions about comfort levels on various road types and bicycle accommodations.  

 

 
 
  

46%

38%

10%

5% 1%

How would you describe yourself?

Avid cyclist; bikes
anywhere
Enjoys biking; mostly
comfortable
Bikes only some
places
Not comfortable
biking in city
Zero interest/
physically unable
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Bicycling Comfort on Busy, Commercial Streets 
 

*Concerned cyclists are defined as survey respondents who reported that they bike only some places or are not 
comfortable biking in the city. 

 
  

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

No Designated
Facility

Shared Lane
Markings

Conventional
Bike Lane

Buffered Bike
Lane

Protected Bike
Lane

Raised Cycle
Track

ALL RESPONDENTS: How comfortable do you feel with these 
bicyle facilities on busy, commercial streets?

Don't know Very uncomfortable Somewhat uncomfortable

Somewhat comfortable Very comfortable

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

No Designated
Facility

Shared Lane
Markings

Conventional
Bike Lane

Buffered Bike
Lane

Protected Bike
Lane

Raised Cycle
Track

CONCERNED CYCLISTS*: How comfortable do you feel with these 
bicycle facilties on busy, commercial streets?

Don't know Very uncomfortable Somewhat uncomfortable

Somewhat comfortable Very comfortable
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Photos of Bicycle Facilities on Busy, Commercial Streets 
 

Street with Shared Lane Markings 

 

Street with Shared Lane Markings 

 

Conventional Bike Lane 

 

Conventional Bike Lane 

 

Buffered Bike Lane 

 

Buffered Bike Lane 
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Protected Bike Lane 

 

Protected Bike Lane 

 
Raised Cycle Track 

 

Raised Cycle Track 

 

No designated facility 

 

No designated facility 
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Bicycling Comfort on Non-Commercial Streets

*Concerned cyclists are defined as survey respondents who reported that they bike only some places or are not 
comfortable biking in the city. 

  

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

No Designated
Facility

Shared Lane
Markings

Bicycle
Boulevard

Street with
Traffic Calming

Bike Advisory
Lane

ALL RESPONDENTS: How comfortable do you feel with these 
bicyle facilities on non-commercial streets?

...Don't know Very uncomfortable Somewhat uncomfortable

Somewhat comfortable Very comfortable

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

No Designated
Facility

Shared Lane
Markings

Bicycle BoulevardStreet with Traffic
Calming

Bike Advisory
Lane

CONCERNED CYCLISTS*: How comfortable do you feel with these 
bicycle facilites on  non-commercial streets?

Don't know Very uncomfortable Somewhat uncomfortable

Somewhat comfortable Very comfortable
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Photos of Bicycle Facilities on Non-Commercial Streets 

Street with Shared Lane Markings 

 

Street with Shared Lane Markings 

 
Bicycle Boulevard 

 

Bicycle Boulevard 

 
Street with Traffic Calming 

 

Street with Traffic Calming 

 



Cambridge Bicycle Plan, 2015    Appendix B Cambridge Community Survey Summary

8

  
  

Bicycle Advisory Lanes 

 
Bicycle Advisory Lanes 

 

No designated facility 
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Questions about Bicycling with Children 
 

 
 
 

 
 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

0 to 2

3 to 5

6 to 8

9 to 11

12 to 14

15 to 17

8 to 17

Years Old
Do you bicycle with your children or do your children bike?

On own bike, without adult On own bike, with adult

On bike seat, trailer, etc. Does not/ chooses not to

Not allowed to bike Does not have a bike, but wants to

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

6 to 8

9 to 11

12 to
14

15 to 17

8 to 17

Years Old* If your child does bike on his/her own, where does she/he bike?

Anywhere s/he wants Bike lanes, minor/ residential  streets, etc.

Minor/ residential  streets, sidewalks,  etc. Sidewalks, bike paths only

Routes I have approved Outside of my city

*Note: the age groups 0 to 2 and 3 to 5 years old were excluded since no childrern in these age 
groups bike on their own without adults
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Bicycling Comfort on Busy, Commercial Streets - Children

 

  

0%
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20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

No Designated
Facility

Shared Lane
Markings

Conventional
Bike Lane

Buffered Bike
Lane

Protected Bike
Lane

Raised Cycle
Track

How comfortable do you feel about your children on these bicyle 
facilities on commercial streets, ALONG WITH AN ADULT?

Don't know Very uncomfortable Somewhat uncomfortable

Somewhat comfortable Very comfortable
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20%
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40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

No Designated
Facility

Shared Lane
Markings

Conventional
Bike Lane

Buffered Bike
Lane

Protected Bike
Lane

Raised Cycle
Track

How comfortable do you feel about your children on these bicyle 
facilities on commercial streets, WITHOUT AN ADULT?

Don't know Very uncomfortable Somewhat uncomfortable

Somewhat comfortable Very comfortable
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Bicycling Comfort on Non-Commercial Streets - Children
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20%
30%
40%
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60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

No Designated
Facility

Shared Lane
Markings

Bike Boulevard Street with Traffic
Calming

Bike Advisory
Lane

How comfortable do you feel about your children on these bicyle 
facilities on non-commercial streets, ALONG WITH AN ADULT?

Don't know Very uncomfortable Somewhat uncomfortable

Somewhat comfortable Very comfortable

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

No Designated
Facility

Shared Lane
Markings

Bike Boulevard Street with Traffic
Calming

Bike Advisory
Lane

How comfortable do you feel about your children on these bicyle 
facilities on non-commercial streets, WITHOUT AN ADULT?

Don't know Very uncomfortable Somewhat uncomfortable

Somewhat comfortable Very comfortable
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Preferred Bicycle Facilities 

Survey respondents were asked to rate the importance of various bicycle facility options that they would 
like to see implemented in Cambridge. 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

What design features would you like to see implemented? 
Rank by importance.

...Don't Know

Not important

Not very important

Important

Very important



Cambridge Bicycle Plan, 2015    Appendix B Cambridge Community Survey Summary

13

Photos of Bicycle Design Features 

Conventional Bike Lane 

 

Buffered Bike Lane 

 
Protected Bike Lane 

 

Raised Cycle Track 

 

Bicycle Traffic Signals 

 

Bike Boxes 
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Bicycle Boulevard 

 

Bicycle Boulevard 

 
Contra-Flow Bike Lanes 

 

Bicycle Advisory Lanes 

 
Bicycle Advisory Lanes 
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Bicycle Facilities

Cambridge, Massachusetts
Community Development Department 

September 2015

Paths and Road Markings

Planned Buffered Bike Lane
A bike lane on a street that is separated from the
parking lane by open space that is indicated by
pavement markings.

Grade-separated bicycle lanes, usually located
between the street and the sidewalk.

Cycle Track
Planned Cycle Track

Bicycle Signal
A traffic signal for bikes that provides cyclists with
their own signal phase, enabling them to more safely
and conveniently cross intersections.

A bike lane at street level with physical protection from
passing motor vehicle traffic, such as a parking lane or other
barrier. Sometimes referred to as an at-grade cycle track.

Protected Bike Lane
Planned Protected Bike Lane

A lane on a street restricted to bicycles and desig-
nated by means of painted lines, pavement coloring,
bicycle symbols, or other appropriate markings.

Bike Lane
Planned Bike Lane

A bike or multi-use path is an off-road facility,
physically separated from motor vehicle traffic
by an open space or barrier.

Planned Bike Path/Multi-Use Path
Bike Path/Multi-Use Path

A street that is created as a common space to be
shared by pedestrians, bicyclists, and low speed
motor vehicles, all at the same level without
grade-separated sidewalks.

Shared Street

A bicycle symbol marked on the pavement intended
to remind motorists that bicyclists share the road.
Used when there is insufficient space for bicycle lanes
and specific bicycle markings are desired.

Shared Lane Pavement Marking
Planned Shared Lane Pavement Marking

A contra-flow lane is a bicycle facility marked
to allow bicyclists to travel against the flow of
traffic on a one-way street.

Contra-flow

This map is for planning purposes and is subject to change. It is not
a route map. Bicycles are encouraged to use all streets within the city.
Updated versions of this map will be posted on the city website.
For more information on city bike programs, go to:
     www.cambridgema.gov/home/CDD/Transportation/
        gettingaroundcambridge/bybike.aspx
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LE
G

EN
D bicycle

accommodations
places

off-street path

separated bike facility

lower volume and/or 
speed

existing facility not in 
priority bicycle network

retail

jobs

universities

open space

schools

hubway station

mbta station

Infrastructure recommendations in the Bicycle Network 
Vision take the form of a “level-of accommodation” 
for each street or path. These recommendations do 
not propose specific facility types, rather they provide 
infrastructure goals for each street or path which may 
be reached through a variety of design treatments. 
Specific bicycle facility types will be determined through 
a design process for each street or path, including public 
outreach and informed by the latest best practices in 
bicycle infrastructure design at that time.

Bicycle Network Vision with Key Destinations
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BLC 1 2 3 4 5

ADT <2k 2K - 4K 4K - 6K 6K - 15K

15K+, 4+ 
travel lanes 

total, no 
on-street 
parking, 
speed ≥ 
30mph

BLC 1 2 3 4 5

Bus 
Frequency no effect no effect

Bus frequency 
greater than 

citywide 
average (7 
Buses per 

hour)

Bus frequency 
greater than 

citywide 
average (7 
Buses per 
hour) AND 
bus stop 

within 100 
ft. of road 
segment

no effect

BLC 1 2 3 4 5

ADT no effect <2K 2K - 4K no effect no effect

Operating Space Stress

Bus Frequency Stress

Applies to streets with the following conditions:

In addition to the level of traffic stress factors based on the Mineta Institute Study*, the Cambridge 
Bicycle Level of Comfort Analysis includes the additional factors below to account for context 
specific traffic stress. 

Parking: Both sides
Travel Lanes: One
Direction: One-way
Bike Facility: Mixed Traffic

Mixed Traffic Stress

*Mekuria, M., Furth, P., and Nixon, H., Low-stress bicycling and network connectivity, Mineta Transportation Institute (2012).
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WHY IS BICYCLE PARKING IMPORTANT?

The City of Cambridge promotes bicycling as a healthy, environmentally friendly way 
of getting around. Cambridge is well suited for bicycling and more people are using 
their bikes every day for commuting, shopping, and general transportation. Enhancing 
and promoting sustainable transportation is a cornerstone of Cambridge’s policies. 
Providing bicycle parking 
encourages people to 
use their bicycles as 
transportation. People 
are more likely to use 
a bicycle if they are 
confident that they will 
find convenient and 
secure parking at their 
destination. 
Providing a designated 
area for bicycle parking 
gives a more orderly 
appearance to a building 
and prevents cyclists 
from locking their bikes to unacceptable fixtures, such as trees, benches, or railings. 
However, if  a bicycle rack appears insecure, does not fit bicycles well, or is in the 
wrong location, cyclists will not use it. Ensure that your bicycle racks are approved and 
well used by following these guidelines. 

DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS AND ZONING ORDINANCE

Locations and types of bicycle parking must be shown in building site plans at a 
1:10 scale and be approved by the Traffic, Parking, and Transportation Department 
and the Community Development Department.  Zoning requirements are found 
in Article 6.100 of the Zoning Ordinance.  This brochure provides an overview of  
the requirements with some details and graphics for clarification, but it should not 
be construed as the full set of legal requirements.  Please refer to the full text of the 
zoning ordinance here: 
www.cambridgema.gov/CDD/zoninganddevelopment/

WHAT IS A BICYCLE PARKING SPACE? 

A bike parking space is an area within which one intact bicycle may be easily and 
conveniently accessed and securely stored and removed in an upright position with 
both wheels resting on a stable surface, without requiring the movement of other 
parked bicycles, vehicles, or their objects to access the space.  

photo by Jessica Zdeb
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HOW MUCH BICYCLE PARKING IS REQUIRED BY ZONING?

The tables below summarize the zoning requirements for some typical land uses. 
For more detail, review Section 6.100 of the Zoning Ordinance. When calculating the 
required number of long-term or short-term bicycle parking spaces for a particular use, round 
up to the nearest whole number.

Minimum Required Bicycle Parking   
(see pg. 7 for more details)

Residential Use Type Long-Term Short-Term

Single-family dwellings
Two-family dwellings
Rectories, parsonages

No minimum No minimum

Townhouse dwellings
Multifamily dwellings

1.00 space per unit for the 
first 20 units in a building; 
1.05 spaces per unit for 

additional units

0.10 space per unit on 
a lot (for lots with 4 or 

more units) 

Elderly oriented 
congregate housing

0.50 space per unit 0.05 space per unit

Lodging houses, convents, 
monasteries, dormitories, 
fraternities, sororities

0.50 space per bed 0.05 space per bed

Hotels, motels
Tourist houses

0.02 space per sleeping 
room

0.05 space per sleeping 
room

Note:  
Where four or fewer long-term bicycle parking spaces are required, they may be provided in a 
covered outdoor location rather than an enclosed structure. 

photo by Greg Raisman
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HOW MUCH BICYCLE PARKING IS REQUIRED BY ZONING? 

Required Bicycle Parking              
(minimum spaces per 1,000 

sq. ft. of floor area) 
Non-Residential Use Type Long-Term Short-Term

General or professional offices
Arts/crafts studios

0.30 0.06

Technical offices, research labs 0.22 0.06

Banks, financial offices (ground floor) 0.30 0.50
Retail stores, consumer service 0.10 0.60
Food and convenience stores
Entertainment, recreation

0.10 1.00

Restaurants, bars 0.20 1.00
Theaters, gathering halls 0.08 1.00
Industrial (manufacturing, storage) 
Auto repair, auto sales

0.08 0.06

Churches 0.08 0.50
Medical offices 0.30 0.50
Medical clinics 0.20 0.50
Hospitals 0.20 0.10
College or university academic or 
administrative facilities

0.20 0.40

College or university student activity 
facilities

0.20 1.00

Primary, secondary or other schools
Other uses

see zoning

Note:  

Up to four required long-term bicycle parking spaces (or up to 20% of  the required number, 
whichever is greater) may be provided as short-term bicycle parking spaces.
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WHEN ARE YOUR REQUIRED TO PROVIDE BICYCLE PARKING?

Constructing a new building:
Unless the building is a single-family or two-family detached dwelling, bicycle 
parking is required. Bicycle parking is still allowed and encouraged for single-
family and two-family homes.

Expanding an existing building or converting it to a new use:
The zoning provides a set of  rules to determine when bicycle parking is 
required. Here is a simplified way to figure out if  the requirements will apply; 
for more detail, review Section 6.100 of  the Zoning Ordinance.

1.  Calculate the sum of  total long-term and short-term bicycle parking 
spaces required (under current zoning) for the
EXISTING or PRIOR USE on the site: ______

2.  Calculate the sum of  long-term and short-term bicycle parking spaces 
required (under current zoning) for the
NEW or PROPOSED USE on the site: ______

3.  If  the number in Calculation 2 is greater than the number in Calculation 
1 by at least 15% and at least two (2) spaces, then short-term and long-term 
bicycle parking is required for the entire building (not just for the increase).

PUBLIC CONTRIBUTION FOR SHORT-TERM BICYCLE PARKING

Private developers and property owners may not install racks in the public right-of-way 
without formal permission 
from the city. If you have 
a lot on which short-
term parking cannot 
be provided due to site 
constraints (e.g. an existing 
building  with zero lot lines 
is being reused), you must 
get approval from the city 
to make a contribution 
towards parking on public 
property in lieu of on-site bicycle parking. For more information please e-mail 
bikerack@cambridgema.gov. 
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SITING BICYCLE PARKING

Bicycle parking must be designed for convenient daily use, not simply for storage 
of bicycles. Location is an extremely important factor in the usefulness of a bicycle 
rack. The rack must be located in a safe and accessible place with adequate space to 
maneuver a bicycle in and out.
Safe locations are: 
• In full view, maximizing visibility and 

minimizing vandalism, near pedestrian 
traffic, windows, and/or well-lit areas.

• Under cover, to protect bicycles from 
inclement weather.

• Far enough away from the street or parking 
spaces so that bicycles will not be damaged 
by cars, setback if possible.

• Not obstructing pedestrian traffic.
Accessible locations have these characteristics: 
• They are between the road/path that cyclists use and the entrance of the building.
• The primary access route is at least 5 feet wide.
• The primary access route does not have a slope greater than 5% (8% if level 

landing is provided every 30 feet of linear distance).
• Access may be provided by an elevator with interior dimensions of 80” x 54”.
• Close to the main entrance that cyclists use for the building.  For short-term 

parking within 25’ is ideal but no more than 50’ is required.
Weather-protected bicycle parking is desirable where bikes are parked for 
long periods.

photo by John Luton
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SHORT-TERM AND LONG-TERM PARKING

Some aspects of bicycle parking are different depending on whether it will serve 
people who are storing bicycles all day long or overnight, or people who are making 
short trips to and from the site.  
Long-Term:
Long-term Bicycle Parking must be located in an enclosed, limited-access area 
designed to protect bicycles from precipitation and from theft. It may be provided in 
the following types of facilities:
• Enclosed spaces in a building, such as bicycle 

rooms or garages.
• Bicycle sheds, covered bicycle cages, or other 

fully covered and enclosed structures within 
200 feet of the main building entrance.

• Bicycle lockers, or fixed-in-place containers 
wherein single bicycles may be securely stored 
and protected.

• Weather-protected bicycle parking spaces that 
are monitored at all times by an attendant or 
other security system.

Short-Term:
Short-term bicycle parking must be located in a 
publicly accessible space within 50 feet of pedestrian entrances.  Short-term bicycle 
parking is intended primarily to serve visitors, such as retail patrons making trips of up 
to a few hours; however, it may serve other bicycle users as needed.   

PARKING GARAGES

Bicycle parking in parking garages must be either on the same level as the entrance 
to the garage from the street or accessible via automobile ramps designed to serve 
bicyclists (with slope of less 
than 5% or less than 8% with a 
landing every 30 feet), or near an 
elevator that is sufficiently large 
to accommodate bicycles. Bicycle 
racks inside parking garages must 
still meet the security standards 
of short-term racks or lockers. 
Where long-term bicycle parking 
is next to automobile parking or 
loading, a physical barrier, such as 
bollards, must be provided.

photo by Mark Horowitz

photo by Norman Cox
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ACCEPTABLE BICYCLE RACKS

There are a variety of designs 
for bicycle racks produced by 
many manufacturers. Bike racks 
can be purchased as single units, 
with a capacity of locking 2 bikes 
(one on each side), or as multiple 
units attached together, with a 
larger capacity.  However, not all 
manufactured bicycle racks meet 
Cambridge’s standards.
Features of an acceptable bicycle rack: 
• Installed on a permanent foundation (e.g., concrete pad) to ensure stability.
• Securely anchored into or on the foundation with tamper-proof nuts if surface 

mounted.
• Support for an upright  bicycle 

by its frame horizontally in two 
(2) or more places.

• Keeps both bike wheels on the 
ground.

• Design that prevents the 
bicycle from tipping over.

• Ability to support a variety of  
bicycle sizes and frame shapes.

• Space to secure the frame and 
one or both wheels to the rack with a cable, chain, or u-lock.

• Diameter of locking pole is no more than 1.5 inches.
• Galvanized or stainless steel racks are recommended (and required for racks on 

public property) because they hold up best.  
Acceptable racks, like the “Inverted 
U,” “Swerve,” and “Post and Ring” 
racks, have two-point support 
and fit a variety of bicycle types. 
Custom designs and “artistic” 
racks can also be used, provided 
they meet the performance 
criteria for bicycle racks. 

photo by Greg Raisman
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UNACCEPTABLE BICYCLE RACKS

Bicycle racks must NOT:
• Support the bicycle at  only one point.
• Allow the bicycle to fall, which can damage the bike and block pedestrian  

right-of-way.
• Have sharp edges, that can be hazardous to the visually impaired.
• Support the bicycle by one wheel.
• Connect to each other with a bar on top (that can block handlebars and baskets.
• Suspend any part of the bike in the air or require that the bicycle be lifted to get it 

into position. 
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Racks aligned side by side 

Racks aligned end to end

LAYOUT DIMENSIONS

Proper layout of bicycle racks is essential to ensure that they will safely and 
conveniently accommodate the intended number of bicycles. Layout must follow 
these minimum dimensions:
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Enclosed rack area with 20 or more racks, with pedestrian aisle and at least 
5% of spaces providing an additional 2 feet of space for tandems and trailers.

Distance to other Racks: 
• Rack units aligned parallel to each other (side by side) must be at least 3 feet apart. 

This includes racks that are sold as multiple rack units attached together. 
• Rack units aligned end to end must be at least 8 feet apart. 
Distance from Wall:
• Rack units placed perpendicular to a wall must be at least 4 feet from the wall to 

the center of the rack.
• Rack units parallel to a wall must be at least 3 feet from the rack to the wall. 
Distance from a Curb: 
• Rack units placed perpendicular to the curb must be at least 4 feet from the curb 

to the center of the rack. 
• Rack units placed parallel to the curb must be at least 2 feet from the curb  

to the rack. 
Distance from a Pedestrian Aisle: 
• Rack units perpendicular to a pedestrian aisle must be at least 4 feet from the 

center of the rack to the edge of the aisle, and have at least a 5 feet wide aisle.
• Where 20 or more bicycle parking spaces are required, at least 5% of the spaces 

must be 10 feet long instead of 8 feet to allow space for tandems and trailers.
Other Distances: 
• Racks should be at least 14 feet from curbside fire hydrants and 6 feet from wall 

fire hydrants.
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ID CATEGORY LOCATION STATUS DESCRIPTION

1 Signs, Markings Mass Ave and Cambridge St Will Be Looked At Signage to aid in merge coming out of tunnel from Mass Ave onto Cambridge St

2 Signs, Markings Main St and Columbia St Done Bike Box on Main St at Coumbia St to facilitate turns toward Mass Ave

3 Signs, Markings Norfolk St Done Add double yellow line ot Norfok St contra-flow lane

4 Signs, Markings Waterhouse St Contra-flow Will Be Looked At Better signage for Waterhouse St contra-flow lane

5 Construction, Paving Multiple Sent to Public Works Reported potholes and poor pavement conditions

6 Construction, Paving Fort Washington Park Will Be Done Pave access path to the at-grade railroad crossing

7 Construction, Paving Vassar St and Pacific St Identify Funding and 
Who will Implement

Provide a pedestrian and bicycle crossing on Vassar St at the Pacific St railroad crossing to connect with eastbound 
Vassar St cycle track

8 Construction, Paving Webster Ave and Lincoln St Will Be Done Remove the intersection pavers at the intersection of Webster Ave and Lincoln St

9 Signals Trowbridge St at Harvard St * Add bike detection at Trowbridge St at Harvard St

10 Signals Huron Ave and Garden St * Bike detection at Huron Ave and Garden St

11 Bike Parking, Fix-its Alewife T Station Will Be Looked At Bicycle Fix-It Station at Alewife T

12 Bike Parking, Fix-its Tobin School Added to 2015 List Bike Parking needed: Tobin School

13 Bike Parking, Fix-its Graham and Parks Added to 2015 List Bike Parking needed: Graham and Parks

14 Bike Parking, Fix-its Mass Ave and Western Ave/River St Added to 2015 List Bike Parking needed: Mass Ave at Western Ave/River St

15 Bike Parking, Fix-its Broadway at Portland St Added to 2015 List Bike Parking needed: Broadway at Portland St

16 Bike Parking, Fix-its Main Library Added to 2015 List Bike Parking needed: Main Library

17 Bike Parking, Fix-its Galleria Done Bike Parking needed: Galleria

18 Bike Parking, Fix-its Mass Ave and Cedar St Will Be Looked At Bike Parking needed: Mass Ave and Cedar St

19 Hubway Multiple Will Be Looked At All Hubway suggestions recorded for consideration

20 Longer Term Potential Bolton St and Walden Square Rd Determining Public 
Easements

Pave an existing gravel path between Bolton St and Walden Square Rd

21 Longer Term Potential Inman Square Major Planning Study 
Underway

Several comments about signal improvements at Inman Square

22 Longer Term Potential Ames St Planning Stages Remove the existing curb extensions on Ames Street to continue the cycle track to the south

23 Longer Term Potential Mass Ave and Western Ave Planning Stages Intersection improvements on Mass Ave to connect bicyclists to the Western Avenue cycle track

24 Longer Term Potential Alewife Linear Park and Mass Ave Evaluation Add signage and /or bike boxes at Alewife Linear Park and Mass Ave indicating how to transition from path to road

25 Longer Term Potential Russell Field Done by others? Improvements to paths around and through Russell Field

26 Need More Evaluation Linear Path at Westley Ave Evaluation Provide connection to Linear Path at the end of Westley Ave

27 Need More Evaluation Alewife T Station Access Road Evaluation Convert wide sidewalk to cycle track and pedestrian path on Alewife T Station Access Road

28 Need More Evaluation Linear Path, Mass Ave, Cedar St Planning Stages Provide direction on how bicyclist’s should cross at the intersection of Linear Path/Mass Ave/Cedar Street

29 Need More Evaluation Mass Ave and Putnam St Evaluation Bicyclists traveling westbound on Mass Ave would like to be able to turn left onto Putnam St

30 Need More Evaluation Sidney St, Mass Ave, Main St Evaluation Allow bicyclists traveling northbound on Sidney St to cross Mass Ave onto Main St

31 Need More Evaluation Webster Ave and Hampshire St Evaluation Improve visibility for turns from Webster Ave to Hampshire St

32 Need More Evaluation Mass Ave and Somerville Ave Evaluation Improved signal timing at Mass Ave and Somerville Ave

33 Need More Evaluation Galileo and Broadway Evaluation Bike box for left turns from Galileo (N Bound) to Broadway

34 Not Anticipated to Advance Grove St and Huron Ave Outside Limits** Add intersection treatment for bicyclists turning left from Grove St to Huron Ave

35 Not Anticipated to Advance Minuteman Path and Discovery Park Path Outside Limits** Add crosswalk and curb ramp from Minuteman path to Discovery Park path, It appears this part of the path may be in 
Arlington

*All loops are intended to function for bicycles. Reported loops will be checked for sensitivity. Some bicycles will not be detected because of their material (carbon fiber bikes, for example)

What are WikiMap Action Items?
As a direct result of your comments on the Spring 2014 online WikiMap, 

on paper maps at numerous public input sessions, through the online 
survey, and at the June Open House, we were able to identify a variety of 

suggested improvements throughout the city on which action could be 
taken. The table and map below identify many of your great ideas, 

indicating the status of investigation or implementation. Many 
improvements are being evaluated or planned for next year, while 

others have already been implemented!

**Outside Limites = not in the City limits and/or not under City control

City-wide


