CAMBRIDGE HISTORICAL COMMISSION

831 Massackusetts Avenue, 2™ Fl., Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

Telephone: 617 349 4683 Fax: 617 349 3116 TTY: 617 349 6112

E-mail: histcomm@cambridgema.gov URL: http://www.cambridgema.gov/Historic

William B. King, Chair, Bruce A. Irving, Vice Chair, Charles M. Sullivan, Executive Director
M. Wyllis Bibbins, Robert G. Crocker, Chandra Harrington, Frank Shirley, Jo M. Solet, Members
Shary Page Berg, Joseph V. Ferrara, Susannah Barton Tobin, Alternates

OMISfaé

Policy Limiting Validity of Permits

It is the policy of this Commission that determinations or findings of the Commission
upon which certificates are granted with respect to any Historic District,
Neighborhood Conservation District, or Landmark designated under Chapter 2.78 of
the Municipal Code, or with respect to the demolition of any other structure more
than fifty years old in the city, which is the subject of Chapter 2.78, Article II, should
be reviewed de novo if the work authorized by such certificate is not commenced
within six months of the date of such certificate, if the work authorized by such
certificate is suspended in significant part for a period of one year after the time the
work is commenced, or if demolition has not been substantially concluded within six
months following either (a) the determination that a structure is not a preferably
preserved significant structure or (b} the expiration of the demolition delay period

with respect to the structure provided for in Paragraphs E and H of Section 2.78.090
(as the case may be);

In implementation of this policy, each certificate granted by this Commission shall,
unless specifically determined by the Commission to the contrary with respect to any
certificate, be on the condition, which shall be stated therein, that if the work
authorized by such certificate is not commenced within six months after the date of
issuance of such certificate or if such work is suspended in significant part for a
period of one year after the time the work is commenced, such certificate shall expire
and be of no further effect; provided that, for cause, one or more extensions of time
for periods not exceeding six months each may be allowed in writing by the Chair;

This policy is to be communicated to the Building Commissioner with the request
that any demolition permit with respect to any structure as to which any
determination by this Commission (or its staff) has been required pursuant to
Chapter 2.78, Article II be on the condition that the demolition of such structure be
undertaken within a period of six months of the date of the determination that such
structure is not a preferably preserved significant structure or within a period of six
months of the date of the expiration of any waiting period pursuant to Article II
unless the Chair shall have , for cause, granted in writing one or more extensions of
time for periods not exceeding six months each during which the building may be
demolished without a de novo review.
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