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The existing building known as The 
Garage, located on the the corners 
of John F. Kennedy, Mt. Auburn and 
Dunster Streets, will be replaced by a 
new mixed-use building.  The existing 
two-story brick masonry facades of 
the former horse stable at Dunster and 
Mt. Auburn Streets will be preserved 
and blended into the proposed building 
design.  

The project recognizes the importance 
of its location in the heart of Harvard 
Square, and the distinction of building 
frontage on three streets.  The 
proposed building highlights both 
the history of the building and a re-
imagined future as a memorable and 
active contributor to the Harvard 
Square District.

OVERVIEW
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Significant Buildings. Preserve historically or architecturally significant buildings and structures as well as those that contribute to the 
distinctive visual character or historical significance of the District.

Sustain the vitality of the commercial environment. Sustain the vitality of the commercial environment while preserving architecturally-
significant or original building fabric at street level and above. Encourage the restoration of missing features where these have been 
documented. Except for protected storefronts, encourage creative contemporary commercial design inside the restored framework 
of storefront openings. Encourage creative signage. Support below-grade commercial spaces where appropriate. Regardless of use, 
encourage architectural solutions that preserve storefront fabric, transparency, and utility. 

Contemporary Design. Where context allows, support creative, contemporary designs for new construction that complements the context 
of abutting buildings and enhances the character of the Sub-District. Recognize and respect well-reasoned contemporary design during 
the review process. Support innovative approaches to enhancing the unique character of Harvard Square while mitigating the detrimental 
impacts of development on proximate areas.

Diversity of Form. Build on and sustain the diversity of existing building form, scale and material. Preserve and encourage appropriate 
greenspaces, scale-appropriate open spaces, and new buildings that support the prevailing character of the Sub-District. Preserve the 
remaiing wood frame buildings throughout the District. Maintain a consistent setback or streetwall condition where that character has 
been set. Support small-scale storefronts to preserve the vitality and character of the streetscape. 

Public Environment. Create a high quality public environment in the District with compatible materials, lighting, signage, and street 
furniture such as bollards, benches, moveable seating, and the like. Provide adequate facilities for trash and recycling and surfaces that can 
be cleaned and maintained. Encourage planted greenspaces and accommodate trees where possible.

Pedestrian Experience. Protect and enhance the pedestrian experience. Expand the network of pedestrian walkways and paths wherever 
they can conveniently provide alternate routes through the District. Increase public access to alleys and interior spaces where appropriate 
and upgrade the paving and landscaping of such spaces. Enhance accessibility and safety for pedestrians throughout the District. 

Compatible Design. Encourage compatible design that supports a wide diversity of uses serving the needs of surrounding neighborhoods, 
students, workers and visitors from around the world.

Environmental Sustainability. Encourage environmentally sustainable development that takes into consideration the embodied energy 
of the existing built environment, material life cycles, passive design, energy conservation, and current standards for best energy 
conservation practices. Alterations to existing buildings that seek to promote energy conservation should be accomplished in a manner 
that respects character-defining materials and designs. 

Architectural lighting. Architectural (building façade) lighting, streetscape lighting, and signage lighting, when allowed by a Certificate 
of Appropriateness, should reinforce definitive characteristics of historic and contemporary architecture as well as create high quality 
24-hour streetscapes. To achieve these goals, projects should minimize brightness, and light trespass, monitor light color (temperature 
Kelvin), and focus lighting on significant features.   

HARVARD SQ CONSERVATION DISTRICT GOALS
PRIMARY SECONDARY

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

The Goal of the District and of this Order is to 
protect the Harvard Square Conservation District’s 
distinctive physical and experiential characteristics 
and to enhance the livability and vitality of the 
District for all people. The Historical Commission 
should seek to preserve and enhance the unique 
physical environment and visual form of the District; 
preserve its architecturally and historically significant 
structures and their settings and encourage creative 
design that contributes to the richness of its 
environment; mitigate character-diminishing impacts 
of new development; and discourage homogeneity by 
retaining and encouraging diversity of development and 
open space patterns and building scales and ages. The 
District must remain a pedestrian-friendly, accessible, 
human-scale, quirky mixed-use environment that 
supports dynamic urban experiences, complements 
nearby neighborhoods, and respects the history and 
traditions of its location.

•
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THE GARAGE 

1860-1897     HORSE STABLE 

HORSE HOUSE NO 6. 

1897-1924     HORSE STABLE 

1924-1972     PARKING GARAGE 1972-2021     SHOPPING CENTER 

UNION RAILWAY STABLE  

THE HARVARD SQUARE GARAGE 

BUILDING HISTORY
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EXISTING CONDITIONEXISTING CONDITION
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EXISTING CONDITION
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EXISTING BUILDING
TO BE DEMOLISHED

EXISTING CONDITION

EXISTING MASONRY
TO REMAIN
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EXISTING CONDITION
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FFIINNIISSHH SSCCOOPPEE SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE

LLOOBBBBYY:: GGRROOUUNNDD FFLLOOOORR
FLOOR: stone
BASE: stone base to match floor
WALLS: CLT panels and GWB, painted
CEILING: exposed wood deck
GUARD RAIL: glass and steel guard rail as indicated
ACCESSORIES: fully recessed mailboxes

TTEENNAANNTT TTOOIILLEETT RROOOOMMSS:: FFLLOOOORRSS 22--66
FLOOR: porcelain tile
BASE: porcelain tile to match floor
WALLS: ceramic tile (2" x 8" field) full-height on wet wall only
CEILING: GWB, painted
FIXTURES: wall hung sinks and toilets
PARTITIONS: painted metal toilet partitions and/or urinal screens
ACCESSORIES: grab bars at accessible stalls

recessed wall or partition mounted toilet paper dispenser/waste receptacle
deck-mtd soap dispenser
electric air hand-dryers
fully recessed paper towel dispenser / waste receptacle
wall mounted coat hooks
frameless mirror above counter/sink (36" w x 48" h)
fold-down baby changing station

SSHHOOWWEERR RROOOOMMSS:: BBAASSEEMMEENNTT,, FFLLOOOORRSS 22--66
FLOOR: porcelain tile 
BASE: porcelain tile to match floor
WALLS: ceramic tile (2" x 8" field) wet wall behind sink

full height all walls at shower enclosure
CEILING: GWB, painted
FIXTURES: wall hung sink, preformed shower base, wall hung toilet where shown
ACCESSORIES: fold down accessible shower seat and grab bars

rod and shower curtain
deck-mtd soap dispenser
electric air-hand dryer
fully recessed paper towel dispenser / waste receptacle
wall mounted coat hooks
wall mounted shelf
frameless mirror above sink (36"w  x 48" h)
fold-down baby changing station

BBIIKKEE RROOOOMM,, CCOORRRRIIDDOORR,, SSHHOOWWEERR VVEESSTTIIBBUULLEE:: BBAASSEEMMEENNTT
FLOOR: exposed concrete, sealed
BASE: rubber base
WALLS: conc foundation wall and  GWB, painted
CEILING: exposed
OTHER: painted metal lockers at adjacent corridor

UUTTIILLIITTYY // SSEERRVVIICCEE RROOOOMMSS:: BBAASSEEMMEENNTT
FLOOR: exposed concrete, sealed
BASE: rubber base
WALLS: conc foundation wall / GWB, painted
CEILING: exposed
OTHER: plywood backer board as indicated, painted

UUTTIILLIITTYY RROOOOMMSS,, TTRRAASSHH RROOOOMM,, CCUUSSTTOODDIIAALL:: FFLLOOOORRSS  11--66
FLOOR: exposed concrete deck; sealed
BASE: rubber base
WALLS: conc  wall / GWB, painted
CEILING: exposed wood deck
OTHER: plywood backer board, painted

floor sink at custodial rooms

SSTTAAIIRR 11,, SSTTAAIIRR 22 :: FFLLOOOORRSS BB -- 66;; SSTTAAIIRR 11 TTOO RROOOOFF
FLOOR: rubber stair treads and landings
BASE: --
WALLS: exposed cast-in-place concrete
CEILING: exposed
OTHER: painted metal handrail and guardrails

CCOONNSSTTRRUUCCTTIIOONN PPLLAANN NNOOTTEESS::

GGEENNEERRAALL
1. GC to verify all existing conditions in field and notify Architect immediately if conditions vary from what is

shown on the Construction Documents.
2. All dimensions tied to existing conditions or subject to existing field conditions are estimated dimensions, and

must be verified prior to construction.
3. Floor levels denote top of structural slab/deck assembly unless otherwise noted.
4. For the locations of fire rated ceilings or partitions reference life safety dwgs and partition types.
5. G.C. to coordinate all items with Structural, and  MEPFP and Lighting drawings
6. Provide FRT wood blocking within partitions as required for handrail or grab-bar mounting, flat panel displays,

equipment attachment, etc.
7. All dimensions are from face of finish wall to face of finish wall unless otherwise noted.
8. All access panels in GWB soffits, ceilings, and walls to be concealed flange type.  Coordinate final locations

with architect.  Paint to match adjacent painted surface

FFIINNIISSHH MMAATTEERRIIAALL NNOOTTEESS::

GGEENNEERRAALL
1. GC to verify all dimensions in field.
2. All work is new unless indicated otherwise.
3. Timber structural frame members - columns and beams, and underside of deck at

ceilings shall be exposed and unfinished, unless otherwise indicated.
4. G.C. to coordinate all items with Structural, and MEPFP, and Lighting drawings -

expectation is for a high level of coordination and installation of exposed services.
5. Provide finished GWB ceiling at perimeter between exterior glazing system and

perimeter beam; Ground Floor though 6th Floor.
6. Tenant Spaces including B1 Venue shall be unfinished, except where indicated.
7. Materials shall be installed full height of wall unless otherwise indicated.
8. Floor material changes between rooms shall occur under doors.
9. Provide metal or resilient transition strips between floor materials with varying 

thickness.
10. Refer to outline Finish Scope Schedule for materials and accessories by room type.
11. All exposed ductwork, piping, conduit and associated hangers, brackets and 

fasteners to be painted.
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LLOOBBBBYY:: GGRROOUUNNDD FFLLOOOORR
FLOOR: stone
BASE: stone base to match floor
WALLS: CLT panels and GWB, painted
CEILING: exposed wood deck
GUARD RAIL: glass and steel guard rail as indicated
ACCESSORIES: fully recessed mailboxes

TTEENNAANNTT TTOOIILLEETT RROOOOMMSS:: FFLLOOOORRSS 22--66
FLOOR: porcelain tile
BASE: porcelain tile to match floor
WALLS: ceramic tile (2" x 8" field) full-height on wet wall only
CEILING: GWB, painted
FIXTURES: wall hung sinks and toilets
PARTITIONS: painted metal toilet partitions and/or urinal screens
ACCESSORIES: grab bars at accessible stalls

recessed wall or partition mounted toilet paper dispenser/waste receptacle
deck-mtd soap dispenser
electric air hand-dryers
fully recessed paper towel dispenser / waste receptacle
wall mounted coat hooks
frameless mirror above counter/sink (36" w x 48" h)
fold-down baby changing station

SSHHOOWWEERR RROOOOMMSS:: BBAASSEEMMEENNTT,, FFLLOOOORRSS 22--66
FLOOR: porcelain tile 
BASE: porcelain tile to match floor
WALLS: ceramic tile (2" x 8" field) wet wall behind sink

full height all walls at shower enclosure
CEILING: GWB, painted
FIXTURES: wall hung sink, preformed shower base, wall hung toilet where shown
ACCESSORIES: fold down accessible shower seat and grab bars

rod and shower curtain
deck-mtd soap dispenser
electric air-hand dryer
fully recessed paper towel dispenser / waste receptacle
wall mounted coat hooks
wall mounted shelf
frameless mirror above sink (36"w  x 48" h)
fold-down baby changing station

BBIIKKEE RROOOOMM,, CCOORRRRIIDDOORR,, SSHHOOWWEERR VVEESSTTIIBBUULLEE:: BBAASSEEMMEENNTT
FLOOR: exposed concrete, sealed
BASE: rubber base
WALLS: conc foundation wall and  GWB, painted
CEILING: exposed
OTHER: painted metal lockers at adjacent corridor

UUTTIILLIITTYY // SSEERRVVIICCEE RROOOOMMSS:: BBAASSEEMMEENNTT
FLOOR: exposed concrete, sealed
BASE: rubber base
WALLS: conc foundation wall / GWB, painted
CEILING: exposed
OTHER: plywood backer board as indicated, painted

UUTTIILLIITTYY RROOOOMMSS,, TTRRAASSHH RROOOOMM,, CCUUSSTTOODDIIAALL:: FFLLOOOORRSS  11--66
FLOOR: exposed concrete deck; sealed
BASE: rubber base
WALLS: conc  wall / GWB, painted
CEILING: exposed wood deck
OTHER: plywood backer board, painted

floor sink at custodial rooms

SSTTAAIIRR 11,, SSTTAAIIRR 22 :: FFLLOOOORRSS BB -- 66;; SSTTAAIIRR 11 TTOO RROOOOFF
FLOOR: rubber stair treads and landings
BASE: --
WALLS: exposed cast-in-place concrete
CEILING: exposed
OTHER: painted metal handrail and guardrails

CCOONNSSTTRRUUCCTTIIOONN PPLLAANN NNOOTTEESS::

GGEENNEERRAALL
1. GC to verify all existing conditions in field and notify Architect immediately if conditions vary from what is

shown on the Construction Documents.
2. All dimensions tied to existing conditions or subject to existing field conditions are estimated dimensions, and

must be verified prior to construction.
3. Floor levels denote top of structural slab/deck assembly unless otherwise noted.
4. For the locations of fire rated ceilings or partitions reference life safety dwgs and partition types.
5. G.C. to coordinate all items with Structural, and  MEPFP and Lighting drawings
6. Provide FRT wood blocking within partitions as required for handrail or grab-bar mounting, flat panel displays,

equipment attachment, etc.
7. All dimensions are from face of finish wall to face of finish wall unless otherwise noted.
8. All access panels in GWB soffits, ceilings, and walls to be concealed flange type.  Coordinate final locations

with architect.  Paint to match adjacent painted surface

FFIINNIISSHH MMAATTEERRIIAALL NNOOTTEESS::

GGEENNEERRAALL
1. GC to verify all dimensions in field.
2. All work is new unless indicated otherwise.
3. Timber structural frame members - columns and beams, and underside of deck at

ceilings shall be exposed and unfinished, unless otherwise indicated.
4. G.C. to coordinate all items with Structural, and MEPFP, and Lighting drawings -

expectation is for a high level of coordination and installation of exposed services.
5. Provide finished GWB ceiling at perimeter between exterior glazing system and

perimeter beam; Ground Floor though 6th Floor.
6. Tenant Spaces including B1 Venue shall be unfinished, except where indicated.
7. Materials shall be installed full height of wall unless otherwise indicated.
8. Floor material changes between rooms shall occur under doors.
9. Provide metal or resilient transition strips between floor materials with varying 

thickness.
10. Refer to outline Finish Scope Schedule for materials and accessories by room type.
11. All exposed ductwork, piping, conduit and associated hangers, brackets and 

fasteners to be painted.
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DIAGRAM
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FFIINNIISSHH SSCCOOPPEE SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE

LLOOBBBBYY:: GGRROOUUNNDD FFLLOOOORR
FLOOR: stone
BASE: stone base to match floor
WALLS: CLT panels and GWB, painted
CEILING: exposed wood deck
GUARD RAIL: glass and steel guard rail as indicated
ACCESSORIES: fully recessed mailboxes

TTEENNAANNTT TTOOIILLEETT RROOOOMMSS:: FFLLOOOORRSS 22--66
FLOOR: porcelain tile
BASE: porcelain tile to match floor
WALLS: ceramic tile (2" x 8" field) full-height on wet wall only
CEILING: GWB, painted
FIXTURES: wall hung sinks and toilets
PARTITIONS: painted metal toilet partitions and/or urinal screens
ACCESSORIES: grab bars at accessible stalls

recessed wall or partition mounted toilet paper dispenser/waste receptacle
deck-mtd soap dispenser
electric air hand-dryers
fully recessed paper towel dispenser / waste receptacle
wall mounted coat hooks
frameless mirror above counter/sink (36" w x 48" h)
fold-down baby changing station

SSHHOOWWEERR RROOOOMMSS:: BBAASSEEMMEENNTT,, FFLLOOOORRSS 22--66
FLOOR: porcelain tile 
BASE: porcelain tile to match floor
WALLS: ceramic tile (2" x 8" field) wet wall behind sink

full height all walls at shower enclosure
CEILING: GWB, painted
FIXTURES: wall hung sink, preformed shower base, wall hung toilet where shown
ACCESSORIES: fold down accessible shower seat and grab bars

rod and shower curtain
deck-mtd soap dispenser
electric air-hand dryer
fully recessed paper towel dispenser / waste receptacle
wall mounted coat hooks
wall mounted shelf
frameless mirror above sink (36"w  x 48" h)
fold-down baby changing station

BBIIKKEE RROOOOMM,, CCOORRRRIIDDOORR,, SSHHOOWWEERR VVEESSTTIIBBUULLEE:: BBAASSEEMMEENNTT
FLOOR: exposed concrete, sealed
BASE: rubber base
WALLS: conc foundation wall and  GWB, painted
CEILING: exposed
OTHER: painted metal lockers at adjacent corridor

UUTTIILLIITTYY // SSEERRVVIICCEE RROOOOMMSS:: BBAASSEEMMEENNTT
FLOOR: exposed concrete, sealed
BASE: rubber base
WALLS: conc foundation wall / GWB, painted
CEILING: exposed
OTHER: plywood backer board as indicated, painted

UUTTIILLIITTYY RROOOOMMSS,, TTRRAASSHH RROOOOMM,, CCUUSSTTOODDIIAALL:: FFLLOOOORRSS 11--66
FLOOR: exposed concrete deck; sealed
BASE: rubber base
WALLS: conc  wall / GWB, painted
CEILING: exposed wood deck
OTHER: plywood backer board, painted

floor sink at custodial rooms

SSTTAAIIRR 11,, SSTTAAIIRR 22 :: FFLLOOOORRSS BB -- 66;; SSTTAAIIRR 11 TTOO RROOOOFF
FLOOR: rubber stair treads and landings
BASE: --
WALLS: exposed cast-in-place concrete
CEILING: exposed
OTHER: painted metal handrail and guardrails

CCOONNSSTTRRUUCCTTIIOONN PPLLAANN NNOOTTEESS::

GGEENNEERRAALL
1. GC to verify all existing conditions in field and notify Architect immediately if conditions vary from what is

shown on the Construction Documents.
2. All dimensions tied to existing conditions or subject to existing field conditions are estimated dimensions, and

must be verified prior to construction.
3. Floor levels denote top of structural slab/deck assembly unless otherwise noted.
4. For the locations of fire rated ceilings or partitions reference life safety dwgs and partition types.
5. G.C. to coordinate all items with Structural, and  MEPFP and Lighting drawings
6. Provide FRT wood blocking within partitions as required for handrail or grab-bar mounting, flat panel displays,

equipment attachment, etc.
7. All dimensions are from face of finish wall to face of finish wall unless otherwise noted.
8. All access panels in GWB soffits, ceilings, and walls to be concealed flange type.  Coordinate final locations

with architect.  Paint to match adjacent painted surface

FFIINNIISSHH MMAATTEERRIIAALL NNOOTTEESS::

GGEENNEERRAALL
1. GC to verify all dimensions in field.
2. All work is new unless indicated otherwise.
3. Timber structural frame members - columns and beams, and underside of deck at

ceilings shall be exposed and unfinished, unless otherwise indicated.
4. G.C. to coordinate all items with Structural, and MEPFP, and Lighting drawings -

expectation is for a high level of coordination and installation of exposed services.
5. Provide finished GWB ceiling at perimeter between exterior glazing system and

perimeter beam; Ground Floor though 6th Floor.
6. Tenant Spaces including B1 Venue shall be unfinished, except where indicated.
7. Materials shall be installed full height of wall unless otherwise indicated.
8. Floor material changes between rooms shall occur under doors.
9. Provide metal or resilient transition strips between floor materials with varying 

thickness.
10. Refer to outline Finish Scope Schedule for materials and accessories by room type.
11. All exposed ductwork, piping, conduit and associated hangers, brackets and 

fasteners to be painted.
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