
BZA APPLICATION FORM 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The undersigne d hereby petitions the Board of Zoning Appeal for the f ollowing : 

Special Permit : Variance: X Appeal: 

PETITIONER: David Lasater 

PETITIONER'S ADDRESS: ______ l_9_4 ___ E_l_m __ S __ t _r_e_e_t __ , __ C_a_mb ___ r_i_d_g __ e_, __ ~ ________________ ___ 

LOCATION OF PROPERTY : ____________ s_a_m __ e __ a_s ___ a_b_o_v __ e ____________________________ __ 

TYPE OF OCCUPANCY: s ingle family ZONING DISTRICT: C- 1 

REASON FOR PETITION: 

X Additions New Structure -----
Change in Use/Occupancy Parking 

------ Conversion to Addi ' l Dwelling Unit ' s Sign 

X Dormer Subdivision ------
Other : 

DESCRIPTION OF PETITIONER'S PROPOSAL: 

We propose to add: 

1 . A two - story addition enclosing a smal l entry vestibule on the first floor 

and a 3/4 bathroom on the second floor level . 

2 A single-story "Fami ly Room" addition 

3. A dorme r to accommodate the new staircase landing at the second floor. 

SECTIONS OF ZONING ORDINANCE CITED: 

Article 5 Section 5.27; 5.31- Table 5.1 

Article 8 Section 8.22.1 

Article Section 

Appl icants for a Variance must complet e Pages l-5 
Applicants for a Special Permit must complete Pages l-4 and 6 
Applicants for an Appeal to the BZA of a Zoning determination by the 
Inspectional Services Department must attach a statem~ t the reasons 
for the appeal 

Date: 

Original Signature(s): 

Address : 

Tel. No.: 

E-Mail Address : 

(Print Name) 
194 Elm Street 

Cambridge, MA 02139 

51 2-350-4107 

davidllasater@gmail . com 

(ATTACHMENT B - PAGE 2 ) 



BZA APPLICATION FORM - OWNERSHIP INFORMATION 

To be comp~eted by OWNER, signed be£ore a nota~ and returned to 
The Secreta~ o£ the Board o£ Zoning Appea~s. 

I/We ____ ~~~=-~~~v~~~~~~L--~~~~~-~~---=~~---------------------------
(OWNER) 

Address : __ ) 9_ '-\_ -=6=--\ _,......_-=S::::_. ·~-~ _ ____..___,_(_c;;:...._""_'n_n_~ d-"~=---=-f'l\_.A __ O_ C.).._ \ 3_9....:....._ 

S t ate that I/We own the property located at 

which is the subject of this zoning application . 

The record title of this property is in the name of D a..-.r-~ 
C-J"\ d d)\ o..O~, N ·\·;:...,_" ;- '- ----'-.....:::... _________ _ 

*Pursuant to a deed of duly recorded in the date \ /;:;~;,~ 
I Middlesex South 

Coun ty Registry of Deeds at Book (;,~ ~ 3~ I Page t.J9G, i or 

Middlesex Registry District of Land Court , Certificate No . 

Book Page 

-
AUTHORIZED TRUSTEE , OFFICER OR AGENT* 

*Written evidence o£ Agent's standing to represent petitioner may be requested. 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts , County of --~i)~Q~fj~~~t?~L-~t(~--------

personal l y appeared before me , The above - name j)Av'I/J J£6 lASA T£.R__ 
this ~of ~AY , 20~, and made oath that the above statement is true . 

JQ~9Ji c,&um' Notary 

My commission expires 
c)O :2~ fE/3R tJ4R.Y cJS, {Notary Seal) . 

I 

• If ownership is not shown in recorded deed , e . g . if by court order , 
deed, or inheritance , please include documentation . 

~ DIS A M I BERRETT 

Woo 
·Notary Public 

COMUONWEALTH OF , •• 
~ My Comm;.aion Expitea " 

Februlfy 25, 2022 

recent 





BZA APPLICATION FORM 

SUPPORTING STATEMENT FOR A VARIANCE 

EACH OF TBE: FOLLOWING REQUIREMiiJN7!S FOR A VARIANCB: MUS'!! BE ES'J!ABLISHED AND SE'J! FORTH IN 
COMPLE'J!E DE'J!AIL BY THE APPLICANT IN ACCORDANCE WITH MGL 40A, SECTION 10: 

A) A Literal enforcement of the provisions of this Ordinance would involve a 
substantial hardship, financial or otherwise, to the petitioner or 
appellant for the following reasons: 

The staircase within the existing house is not code-compliant and poses a danger to the homeowners 
and their guests. The existing house dimensions do not allow for new code-compliant stairs to be 
built within the building envelope, without significant loss of already limited living/habitable space. 
The appropriate new staircase requires an addition to the side of the house, which is proposed 
to occupy the space currently taken up by the basement access shed and the exterior stairs and landing 
leading up to the main entry door. 

B) The hardship is owing to the following circumstances relating to the soil 
conditions, shape or topography of such land or structures and especially 
affecting such land or structures but not affecting generally the zoning 
district in which it is located for the following rearsons: 

The size of the lot is non-conforming - it is only 20.25ft wide and 1, 7 4 7s.f in area. This makes it impossible 
to build within the Ordinance's required setbacks. 
The proposed additions do not affect the zoning district, because they still meet the majority of the Ordinance's 
density intent for maximum building height, minimum ratio of private open space to lot area, floor area ratio, and 
minimum lot area per dwelling unit. 

C) DESIRABLE RELIEF MAY BE GRAN!l'ED WITHOUT EITHER: 

1) Substantial detriment to the public good for the following reasons: 

The proposed additions do not infringe on the public right of way, do not change the occupancy type, 
do not reduce the open space beyond the Ordinance's requirements, and are designed with sensitivity to 
the style of the existing house and the neighborhood at large. 

2) Relief may be granted without nullifying or substantially derogating 
from the intent or purpose of this Ordinance for the following 
reasons: 

The proposed additions do not change the character of the existing building or its context within 
the neighborhood. Although they improve the safety and functionality of the house, they do not 
change the original intent for which it was built, nor do they affect the lifestyle of the immediate or 
at-large neighbors. 

* If You have any questions as to whether you can establish all of the 
applicable legal requirements, you should consult with your own 
attorney. 

(ATTACHMENT B - PAGE 5) 



BZA APPLJ:CATJ:ON FORM 

D:IMENSJ:ONAL INFORMATJ:ON 

APPLJ:~: __ D_a_v_i_d_L_a_s_at_e_r ________________ ___ PRESENT USE/OCCUPANCY: Single family 
----~----~------

LOCATION: 194 Elm Street 

PHONE: 

TOTAL GROSS FLOOR AREA: 

LOT AREA: 

RATIO OF GROSS FLOOR AREA 
TO LOT AREA: 1 

LOT AREA FOR EACH DWELLING UNIT: 

SIZE OF LOT: 

Setbacks in 
Feet: 

SIZE OF BLDG.: 

RATIO OF USABLE 
TO LOT AREA:~) 

WIDTH 

DEPTH 

FRONT 

REAR 

LEFT SIDE 

RIGHT SIDE 

HEIGHT 

LENGTH 

WIDTH 

OPEN SPACE 

NO. OF DWELLING UNITS: 

NO. OF PARKING SPACES: 

NO. OF LOADING AREAS: 

DISTANCE TO NEAREST BLDG. 
ON SAME LOT: 

ZONE: 

REQtJESTED USE/OCCUPANCY: 

EXIS7!ING REQTJES'J:ED 
CONDI'I!IONS CONDI7!IONS 

673 s.f. 970 s.f. 

1,747 s.f. 

0.38 0.5S 

1,747 s.f 1,747 s.f 

20.25 ft 

85.SO ft 

S.8 ft to property line No Change 

48.5 ft 35.75ft 

1.2 ft 1.2 ft 

4.3 ft 0.5ft 

23.5 ft 23.5ft 

51% 38% 

1 1 

0 0 

0 0 

N/A N/A 

C-1 

single family 

ORDINANCE 
REQ.UIR'EfMi:N'I!sl 

N/A (max.) 

5,000 s.f. {min.) 

0.75 (max.) 

1,500 s.f. (min.) 

50ft {min.) 

10ft 
(to center of street) (min. ) 

20ft (min.) 

7ft Sin (min.) 

7ft Sin (min.) 

35ft {max.) 

30% (min.) 

1 (max.) 

1 (min. /max) 

0 (min.) 

(min.) 

Describe where applicable, other occupancies on same lot, the size of adjacent buildings 
on same lot, and type of construction proposed, e.g.; wood frame, concrete, brick, 
steel, etc. 

No other buildings/occupancies on the same lot. 
The proposed additions are to be light-frame wood construction, finished in the same materials 
as the existing building. 

1. SEE CAMBRIDGE ZONING ORDINANCE ARTICLE 5. 000, SECTION 5. 30 (DISTRICT OF DIMENSIONAL 
REGULATIONS) • 

2. TOTAL GROSS FLOOR AREA (INCLUDING BASEMENT 7'-0" IN HEIGHT AND ATTIC AREAS GREATER 
THAN 5 ') DIVIDED BY LOT AREA. 

3. OPEN SPACE SHALL NOT INCLUDE PARKING AREAS, WALKWAYS OR DRIVEWAYS AND SHALL HAVE A 
MINIMUM DIMENSION OF 15 '. 

(ATTACHMENT B - PAGE 4) 



BZA APPLICATION FORM 

GENERAL INFORMATI ON 

The unde rsigne d hereby petitions the Board of Zoning Appea~O~JlA~7f~~flJ~~ 
Special Pe rmi t : Variance : X A-e,,, a il;.- . ·- . - .. p <"• • I ,, s ~ f , ..... - ,, 

,,f, iJRIUG,.. -1• ss' !c• vltR11 
- · • · • .-t HUSETTs 

PETITIONER: David Lasater 

PETITIONER'S ADDRESS : ______ l_9_4 ___ E_l_m __ S __ t _r_e_e_t __ , __ C_a_mb ___ r_i_d_g __ e_, __ MA ________________ ___ 

LOCATION OF PROPERTY : ____________ s_a_m __ e __ a_s ___ a_b_o_v __ e ____________________________ __ 

TYPE OF OCCUPANCY: single family ZONING DISTRICT : C-1 

REASON FOR PETITION: 

X Additions New Structure -----
Change in Use/Occupancy Parki ng 

Conversion to Addi ' l Dwelling Unit ' s Sign 

X Dormer Subdivision -----
Other : 

DESCRIPTION OF PETITIONER ' S PROPOSAL: 

We propose to add: 

1. A two-story addition enclosing a small entry vestibule on the first floor 

and a 3/4 bathroom on the second floor level . 

2 A single- story "Family Room" addition 

3. A dormer to accommodate the new staircase landing at the second floor. 

SECTIONS OF ZONING ORDINANCE CITED: 

Article 5 Section 5.27; 5.31 -Table 5.1 

Article 8 Section 8.22.1 

Article Section 

Applicants for a Variance must complete Pages 1 - 5 
Applicants for a Specia l Permit must complete 
Applicants for an Appeal to the BZA of 
Inspectional Services Department must attach 
for the appeal 

Orig ina l Signature(s) : 

Address: 

Tel. No.: 

E-Mail Address: 

Date: 

1- 4 and 6 
determination by the 

(Print Name) 

194 Elm Street 

Cambridge, MA 02139 

512-350-41 07 

the reasons 

davidllasater@gmail.com 

(ATTACHMENT B - PAGE 2) 
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David Lasater and Mladen Nisavic Residence 
194 Elm Street, Cambridge, MA 

PROPOSED ADDITIONS 
AND RENOVATIONS 

ZONING VARIANCE APPLICATION 
PACKAGE 

(NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION) 

LASATER/NISAVIC 
RESIDENCE Title Sheet _ _t 

Q schwad~sign 194 Elm Street. 
Cambridge, MA 
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May 12, 2016 
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CAMBRIDGE HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
831 Massachusetts Avenue, 2nd Fl., Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139 
Telephone: 617 349 4683 Fax: 617 349 3 116 TTY: 617 349 6112 
E-mail: histcomm@cambridgema.gov URL: http://www.cambridgema.gov/Historic 

William B. King, Chair, Bruce A. Irving, Vice Chair, Charles M. Sullivan, Executive Director 
William G. B<llly, Jr., M. Robett G. Crocker, Chandra Han·ington, Jo M. Solet, Members 
Shacy Page Berg, Joseph V. FelTara, Susannah Batton Tobin, Alternates 

Jurisdiction Advice 

To the Owner of Property at _ ___._/-lf'---44---iz~L-IIvt'><-+c,...--'\.__.£'-'Lir.L..-S;P'._..P:.:;...:YI""'--'-----
The above-referenced property is subject to the jurisdiction of the Cambridge Historical Commission (CHC) by 
reason of the status referenced below: 

_ Ol.d Cambridge Historic District 
_ Fott Washington Historic District 

(M.G.L. Ch. 40C, City Code §2.78.050) 

_ Avon Hill Neighborhood Conservation District 
_ Half Crown - Marsh Neighborhood Conservation District 
_ Harvard Square Conservation District 
_ Mid Cambridge Neighborhood Conservation District 
._ Designated Landmark 
_ Property is being studied for designation:·- - - ---- -.,.-.,...--- 

... (City Code, Ch. 2.78., Aliicle III, and vai'ious City Council Orders) .... . ··. - . . .. .... 

Preservation Restriction or Easement (as recorded) 

./structure is fifty ,years or more old and therefore subject to CHC review of a~~ ~pplication 
for a demolition permit, if one is required by ISD. (City Code, Ch. 2.78, Article II). See 

the b~k of this pa~~for defini ·~~ ~f d~tio~J" cJ ........ _..~ 
N WYd. · ~d · d · · d h o JUn s tct10n: not a estgnate 1 on e property an t e structure 1 

old. 

_ No local jurisdiction, but the property is listed on the National Register of Historic Places; 
CHC staff is available for consultation, upon request. 

Staff comments:-------~~-----~~-

The Board of Zoning Appeal advises applicants to complete Historical Commission or Neighborhood 
Conservation District Commission reviews before appearing before the Board. 

H a line indicating possible jurisdiction is checked, the owner needs to consult with the staff of the 
Historical Commission to determine whether a hearing will be required. 

CHC staff initials Date lQ \s \ 7_2) ~ le 
Date 
-~----~~--

cc: Applicant 
Inspectional Services Commissioner 



Demolition Delay Ordinance and Application Information 

The Demolition Delay Ordinance (Chapter 2.78, Article II of the Cambridge Municipal Code) was adopted by 
the City Council in 1979 to afford public review of demolition permit applications for potentially significant 
buildings. When the Historical Commission detetmines that a building is significant and should be preserved, 
demolition will be delayed for up to six months so that solutions can be sought to preserve the building 
indefmitely. The Ordinance covers all buildings over 50 years old, city-wide. The Historical Commission 
archives provide dates of construction for all propetties in the City. 

Demolition is defined in the ordinance as "the act of pulling down, destroying, removing or razing a building or 
commencing the work of total or substantial destruction with the intent of completing the same." The 
Inspectional Services Commissioner has provided further guidelines to outline what actions require a demolition 
permit. In addition to complete demolition of a building, the following actions may require a demolition 
permit, 

• removal of a roof, 
• removal of one side of a building, 
• gutting of a building's interior to the point where exterior features (windows, etc.) are impacted, 

and 
• removal of more than 25% of a stmctm·e. 

-Please contact the building inspector or a staff member of the Historical Commission if you have questions 
about whether a demolition permit is required for a patticular project. 

Demolition permit applications can be obtained from the Inspectional Services Department. The completed 
application should be submitted to the Historical Commission, where the staff will review the application. If the 
Executive Director of the Historical Commission makes an initial deterinination that the building is significant, a 

. public heaHng will be scheduled with Historical Commission. If the staff makes an initial determination that the 
. building is not s ignificant, the application is re!eased for fmther review by the Building Commissioner. 

More_information about the demolition permit application procedures is-available on the Historical 
CommissiC?n's web site or by calling or dropping by the Historical Comll)ission office. 

July 2003 

Cambridge Historical Commission 
83 1 Massachusetts Ave., 2nd Fl. 

Cambridge, MA 02139 
Ph: 617/349-4683 or TTY: 617/349-6112 

http://www.cambridgema.gov/Historic/demolitiondelay.html 
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79-8 

TOMPKINS, HOPE 

C/0 LASATER, DAVD L. & MLADEN NISAVIC 

194 ELM STREET 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

79-119 

KEEGAN, KEVIN M. & JESSICA ANN KEEGAN 

190 ELM STREET 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

85-42 

DASILVA, JOAO S. & VIGILIA V. SILVA, 

A LIFE ESTATE 

201 ELM STREET 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

85-46 

CHERNEY, CHARLES & CANDACE BOTT 

189 ELM ST 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

79-101 

AMARAL, EMANUEL & JOAO LUIS PACHECO 

TRS & COSTA, MARIA C. DAVID M. ET AL TRS. 

200 ELM ST 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

79-6 

HENDERSHOT, HEATHER 

182 ELM ST., UNIT #2 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

79-12 

CACCIOLA, EDWARD D., 

TR. OF NEWPORT REALTY TRUST 

P.O. BOX 1527 

ARLINGTON, MA 02474 

79-137 
CAMBRIDGE COMMUNI1Y HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT, INC. 
C/0 WINN COMPANIES 
6 FANEUIL HALL MARKETPLACE 
BOSTON, MA 02109 

85-43 

PEREZ, FELIX & CARMEN PEREZ 

197 ELM ST. 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

79-11 

JOHNSON, WILLIAM H. 

333 COLUMBIA ST 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02141 

79-6 

TYE,KAY 

184 ELM ST, UNIT #1 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

79-118 

MCCARTER, R. HARRIS, 

192 ELM ST 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

~ 
2 DAVID LASATER ? 

194 ELM STREET 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

79-138 

BUTLER, M ICHAEL J & MARY C. BUTLER 

C/0 OXFORD ST. REALTY 

P.O. BOX 354 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02140 

85-94 

PIRES, FRANCISCA & 
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE TAX TITLE 

191 ELM ST 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

79-6 

LESZCZYNIECKA, MAGDALENA 

182-184 ELM ST. UNIT#182/3 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

79-6 

LOVE, ANDREA & JEFFERY T. DAVIS, JR. 

184 ELM ST. 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 
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