
THANK YOU  
and WELCOME! 

City of Cambridge  
Recycling Advisory Committee 



Public Area 
Street 

Recycling 



Public Area 
Parks 

Recycling 

Metro Pedal Power Trikes! 



StoryStream Project:  
Less is More. Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 



Single Stream Curbside Recycling 





Food to Flowers  
Lunchroom Composting 



Cambridge Climate Protection Plan 

Waste Goals 
1. 30% less by 2020, 80% less by 2080.  

 

2. Compost collection. 
 

3. Regular trash sorts. 
 

4. EPR advocacy. Promote take back. 
 

5. Improve business data and 
compliance with mandatory recycling. 
 



Curbside Recycling 
BEFORE Single Stream 



Recycling at the  
Cambridge Housing Authority 



Trash Sorts  
How Much Recycling Is Thrown Away? 



 
RAC recommends that the City  
 
adopt policies that favor or 
incentivize reusable and/or 
compostable containers  
(with a compost collection infrastructure) and  
 
reduce or discourage 
single-use service ware.  
 
Zero waste goals and drastically reducing 
waste are the bottom line. March 2013… 





Go Green Awards 



Tours of  
Casella Recycling  





Donate Furniture in Good Condition 



 
RAC voted to encourage the  
Department of Public Works  
to focus its waste reduction target by  
 
creating a Zero waste goal  
for the City by 2030.  
 
The Committee suggests that setting a 
Zero Waste Goal will help to  
 
align the Department with the 
City’s climate protection goals. 

March 2012… 



Recycling Drop-Off Center 



Public Outreach at Community Events 



Google Map for 
Clothing Donation & 
Second-hand stores 



StoryStream Project:  
Less is More. Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 



Bring back the honey wagon!  
Curbside compost pickup returns in Cambridge. 



Cambridge is starting a pilot program for  
curbside compost pickup in North Cambridge in April 2014! 

CambridgeMA.Gov/CompostPickup 
 



Remember, reducing waste  
is even better than composting. 

Shop Smart 
 
 
 

Make It Last Right Size It & Plan 

Love Your Leftovers Trust Your Senses 



 
RAC voted to make their  
support clear for the  
 
establishment of an extended 
producer responsibility 
framework (EPR) and 
commission in Massachusetts.  

May 2013… 



US GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 

Sector Based  
Approach  

(old way) 

Systems Based  
Approach  

(new way) 



Encourage MA to establish a product 
stewardship program for paint. 



Eliminate unwanted mail for free with 
www.catalogchoice.org 



We help nature and animals  

when we RECYCLE and COMPOST! 



StoryStream Project:  
Less is More. Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 





Let’s Reuse, Recycle and 
Compost our Resources. 

It’s not Waste until it’s Wasted! 



Commercial 
Compost 

Collection  
 
 
 
 
 

•  
 

 



DOWNSTREAM… 
 Municipal waste is just the tip of the “wasteberg” 

UPSTREAM… 
Manufacturing waste is 70 x greater 

Courtesy of Kevin Drew,  
San Francisco 



Promote Backyard Composting 

Shovel Moisture 

Greens/
Browns 

Air Bin 

Workers 



Tips to Reduce Packaging 
Choose products with minimal packaging, 

the least materials, or none at all. 

Buy the largest size practical,  
if you’ll use it and can store it.  

Cambridge water is safe and healthy.  
Drink tap water instead of bottled water. 

Buy concentrates instead of liquids, like 
frozen juice or powdered detergent. 

Say “no bag, thanks” whenever you can,  
and bring your mug. 
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Nature Is Our Model For Zero Waste. 



Recycling at Festivals 
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