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Agenda

• Who we are

• What distinguishes our team

• What we heard

• Questions for the audience

• Data: to raise questions and frame hypotheses

• How we will engage the community

• Q&A
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Who we are
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What distinguishes our team
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What distinguishes our team
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Key planning topics



utiledesign.comCambridge Citywide Plan – Public Presentation – July 27, 2015 10

Key planning topics
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Don’t reinvent the wheel!

• Kendall Square/Central Square 

Plan

• Getting to Net Zero Task Force

• Climate Change Vulnerability and 

Assessment Plan

• Community Health Assessment 

and Community Health 

Improvement Plan

• Bicycle Network Plan

• Land Use Classification Study

• Incentive Zoning Study

• Inclusionary Housing Study

• Transit Strategic Planning Process

• Climate Protection Goals and 

Objectives

• Concord-Alewife Planning Study

• North Mass Ave Improvement 

Study

• Lower Mass Ave Visioning Study

• Cambridge Riverfront Plan

• Grand Junction Community Path

• East Cambridge Riverfront Plan

• Eastern Cambridge Planning 

Study

• Eastern Cambridge/Kendall 

Square Open Space Study

• Five Year Street and Sidewalk 

Reconstruction Plan

• Foundry Building Reuse

• Cherry Street Parcel

• Connect Kendall Square 

Competition

• Lighting Ordinance Task Force

• Infrastructure Redesign and 

Traffic Calming

• Greenway and Multi-Use Path 

Projects

• Green Line Extension

• Alewife Bicycle/Pedestrian Path 

and Commuter Rail Feasibility
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Questions for the Audience
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A city of neighborhoods
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Source: ACS 2009-2013 5-Year Block Group Estimates

Cambridge has a growing population that is aging in place.
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Source: ACS 2009-2013 5-Year Block Group Estimates

Cambridge is diverse, but not well integrated.
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Source: ACS 2009-2013 5-Year Block Group Estimates

Cambridge is diverse, but not well integrated.
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Source: ACS 2009-2013 5-Year Block Group Estimates

The median household income is $75,000.
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Source: ACS 2009-2013 5-Year Block Group Estimates

The median gross rent is $1600.
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Source: ACS 2009-2013 5-Year Block Group Estimates

Many parts of Cambridge are almost entirely rental apartments.
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40% of Cambridge’s 100,000 residents are students.
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Community 
engagement

DS4SI, Utile, Nelson Nygaard, Go Boston 2030 Visioning Lab, Boston, 2015
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Interboro Partners, What is the Future of Fairmount, Newark, 2009
DS4SI, Utile, Nelson Nygaard, Go Boston 2030 Visioning Lab, Boston, 2015
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Newark Planning Office, 2014

Demystifying planning: educational materials
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Center for Urban Pedagogy, What is Zoning?, 2013

Demystifying planning: educational workshops
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Demystifying planning: how did this happen?
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Interboro Partners,Walk-Shop, Long Island City, NY, 2011

Demystifying planning: educational walk-shops
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Demystifying planning: planning happenings
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Community Engagement

Design Studio for Social Intervention (DS4SI), Street Lab Upham’s Corner

Street team: person-on-the-street surveys
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Interboro Partners, What is the Future of Fairmount, Newark, 2009

Street team: build your future city
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Pittsburgh Department of City Planning, TalkPGH, 2013

Street team: mobile talk truck
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Cambridge Dance Party 2015

Street team: pop-up events
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Clockwise from top left: Gather Here Knitter’s Brunch, Upham’s Corner Street Lab (DS4SI), YWCA Cambridge Annual 

Meeting, Cambridge Street Festival, planning meeting facilitated by Consensus Building Institute, Carnival Cambridge Street team: pop-up events
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Interboro Partners, It’s Business Time, Cincinnati, 2014

Street team: student training
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Interboro Partners, The Storm and the Norm, Long Island, 2014

Public meetings: charrettes
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Online engagement
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William Whyte, The Social Life of Small Urban Spaces, 1979

Informal engagement: observations
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David Way, Cambridge Resident and co-owner of Broadway Bicycle School

Informal engagement: stop and chats
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Putting it all together: 
communication and digital tools
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Go Boston 2030, Utile with Nelson Nygaard and DS4SI
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Go Boston 2030, Utile with Nelson Nygaard and DS4SI
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Citywide plans: best practices

Detroit Future Cities, 2012 Washington DC Plan, 2006, amended 2011


