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The Kendall Square Public Realm is envisioned as a holistic Commons —

I
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o
building on the Cambridge tradition — a set of collective and democratic -

resources. |he Kendall Commons Framework identifies four key
elements and describes the character and intent for eight key spaces

anchored by a renewed “Main” Street and The Common at Broad Canal.
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A CENTER FOR KENDALL SQUARE:

THE COMMON at
BROAD CANAL

The Common at Broad Canal is the civic space at the heart of the

THE COMMON

district, the nexus of activity. This is the space of spectacle, events,

performance, art and creativity. [t embodies the expanded view of The | /im |
" : ELEVAT
Commons, one that is a piece of common land, collective cultural and

ot

ecological resources and the new urban commons of information and

common goods.
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A framework of identity and

At the apex of the historic Broad Canal, it is the legacy of Kendall’s

industrial past and the new entrance to the Charles.Surrounded by shops,

cafes, offices, apartments, and services, it is continually activated by

residents, workers, and visitors.

The Common is at the corner of Broadway and Third Streets, diagonally
across from Point Park. The plaza hosts festivals and concerts, markets
and holiday events. Theater seating offers a long view of the Canal with
Boston beyond.
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. _ - coherence rooted in history, local

The Broad Canal, extended up to Third Street along its former alignment, culture, and the promise of the

future. The essential DNA of Kendall

Square manifest in water, innovation,

is revealed and celebrated. Finger piers, bridges, and the expanded

boardwalk bring people close to touch the water.

and communities.

Wetland Walk
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a day in the life in Kendall Square
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malleable, and personal, setting
collective and individual experiences,
and, always, for unexpected

delight.
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CONNECT TO THE NEIGHBORHOODS:
THE INFINITE FIELD

THE INFINITE FIELD How do we draw people to the Commons? Draw them half way. Occupy and repurpose

OPERATIONS OFFICE L : :
the barriers in between. The parks at Rogers Street and Grand Rail Junction occupy

transitional zones between Kendall Square, East Cambridge and Area |V. These parks

il a"!'l 'rr-. T

are magnets, to draw the neighborhoods toward the heart of Kendall Square, stepping

A,

stones on the way to the Commons at the Canal.
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% SATELLITE

MIT MUSEUM Magnet — The Infinite Field — Infinitely flexible, ultimately transformable. Each fam-

By
||||||

ily’s back yard. Bookended by the Foundry and the Operations Center, this wide, long

EELDOF INFINITE green is reinvented everyday: Tai Chi, Relay races, Drawing club, Band practice, Cap-

i OSBRI ture the Flag, Harvest Dinner, Stargazing, Camping, to start.

OR MOBILE
LIBRARY?

Rogers park is an Open Field. Flexible, programmable, not for permitted sports Let
programming do the heavy lifting, keep the design simple, easily achievable, flexible. In
early phases, not much different than it is today in design, but programmed.




THE MEETING GROUND:

THE JUNCTION

Meeting Ground — The Junction — Long and narrow, this outdoor “arcade” is the meeting ground for Town, Gown and
Tech. Future transportation center. Small rooms, flexible seating, interactive games, information hubs, interactive art,

pop-up retail and food. Partnerships between Area |V, MIT and local Tech.

How do we draw people to the Common? Draw them half way. Occupy and repurpose the barriers in between. Similar to the

Infinite Field, this is a magnet for Area IV, a meeting ground for activities and games that appeal to the teens of Area IV as

well as the workers and residents of Kendall.
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Small Steps,
Bold ldeas

At once aspirational and immensely
practical, a comprehensive and
multi-faceted vision for the Kendall
Commons, one that can be realized
in small steps, over time, starting

NOW.
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NEW YEAR’S °
DAY MLK JR. [ ]
DAY [ ]
LEGEND °
[ Existing events .
[ Proposed events Feminist Book Club (monthly) , b
Dadrock Sundays VALENTINE'S °
: SPORTS DAY °
Second Friday Lectures CHINESE PY
FOOD Trivia Night CULTURE NEW YEAR L]
[ ]
) Bluegrass Party ENTERTAINMENT o

Harvard Chocolate Festival 01 Salsa Classes
Winter Holiday Market 16 MIT Swing ARTS+TECH - . :
SCIENCE Cambridge Couchsurfing Meetup SCIENCE ® Valentine’s Day Snowball Fight °
[ ]
FebFest 02 Monthly Observatory Night FOOD °
ebFes
Cambridge Science Festival 03 Boston New Technology Meetup SPORTS ST. PATRICK’S

MIT Museum Event 15

ARTS+TECH

Nerd Fun
Cambridge Moveable Feast
Women in Cambridge

CULTURE

ENTERTAINMENT

Arts First 04 ARTS+TECH
Campfire Music Festival 05 ¢ \
' SCIENCE #AnalyticsFair

Dance for World Community 06 @
DIY Damn Self Nat’| Youth Film Fest 12 FOOD » ‘

Urban Prototyping Festival 13
YPIne H The Great Boston Chili Bowl(®

Smoke this Rib Fest o

&iambridge River
What the Festival
ENTERTAINMENT Fluff Fest,.h
Boston .Comedy FesF 08 / % ® :

Cirque du Soleil 17 VETERAN’S Cambrld.ge

Ice Sculpture Fest 22 DAY ° Spook Fest Jazz Festival

Silent Kendall Dance 14
Point Park Totem Competition 18

CULTURE

Italian Feast of the Healing Saints 09
Cultural Survival Bazaar 10~ THANKSGIV A
Freedom Fest 20 /DA)(/ Turkey Trot
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.. REFRAME THE CHARLES:
THE GREAT MARSH

The water linkages bring the neighborhood to Kendall’s new riverine park.

Extending east from the Mass. Ave Bridge along Memorial Drive toward the Science Museum, Kend-
all Square’s new riverfront answers Boston’s Emerald Necklace across the water. Wetlands, shoals, and
floating islands hearken back to Kendall Square’s marsh beginnings. Docks for bathing and boating and a

long boardwalk connect the islands; they offer direct river access and immersion into marsh species.

An ecological and resilient concept, the wetlands help balance nutrient loading, clean stormwater, and

manage rising water levels, along with stabilization of the historic seawall.

New riverfront activities and facilities are compatible with existing boathouses and marinas, but add sig-
nificant public amenities — kayaking, canoeing, dragon boating, rowing, bathing docks, floating pool,
alongside wetland demonstration and ecological eduction. The wetland and marsh species celebrate an-
nual Charles River events. The bright purple blooms of the wild rice and marsh irises coincide with the

Charles River boating season and the landmark event of the Head of the Charles Reg
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