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>> 1. CREATE A CENTER >> 2. SEED A SPINE

3. DRAW IN THE  COMMUNITIES 4. REVEAL WATER

5. REFRAME THE RIVER 6. MAKE CONNECTIONS

CONNECT KENDALL SQUARE

THE KENDALL
COMMONS
FRAMEWORK

LAND
TRUST+ =

4 EXISTING 
PARKS

3.

1. 2.

4.

EARLY 
ACTIVATION 

BEFORE REDESIGN

EXPAND PARKS
ART + TECH IN 
PUBLIC REALM

COMPETITION 
FOR THE 

TEMPLE TO 
THE GALAXYWAYFINDING 

+ PUBLIC 
MARKERS

PROGRAMMING

The Kendall Square Public Realm is envisioned as a holistic Commons — 
building on the Cambridge tradition — a set of collective and democratic 
resources.  The Kendall Commons Framework identifies four key 
elements and describes the character and intent for eight key spaces 
anchored by a renewed “Main” Street and The Common at Broad Canal. 
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A framework plan for public 
spaces and streets, anchored by 
a new Kendall Common and re-

envisioned “Main” Street that 
is a spine for activity and 

orientation.   

A Magnet
for Public Life    



a day in the life in Kendall Square

ELEVATED SEATING

EXTEND CANAL

EXPAND  
EXISTING 
BOARDWALK

ANNUAL “TEMPLE” TO  
THE GALAXY SCULPTURE

ENHANCE  
STREET

FLOATS

GREAT MARSH
THE COMMON

MAIN STREET

NEIGHBORS

DIVERSITY

INDUSTRIAL LINEAGE

INTERACTIVE

ART  X  TECH

INNOVATION

BROAD CANAL
RECREATION

CHARLES GATE

GREAT MARSH
THE COMMON

MAIN STREET

NEIGHBORS

DIVERSITY

INDUSTRIAL LINEAGE

INTERACTIVE

ART  X  TECH

INNOVATION

BROAD CANAL
RECREATION

CHARLES GATE
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The Common at Broad Canal is the civic space at the heart of the 
district, the nexus of activity. This is the space of spectacle, events, 
performance, art and creativity. It embodies the expanded view of The 
Commons, one that is a piece of common land, collective cultural and 
ecological resources and the new urban commons of information and 
common goods.  
 
At the apex of the historic Broad Canal, it is the legacy of Kendall’s 
industrial past and the new entrance to the Charles.Surrounded by shops, 
cafes, offices, apartments, and services, it is continually activated by 
residents, workers, and visitors. 
 
The Common is at the corner of Broadway and Third Streets, diagonally 
across from Point Park. The plaza hosts  festivals and concerts, markets 
and holiday events. Theater seating offers a long view of the Canal with 
Boston beyond. 
 
The Broad Canal, extended up to Third Street along its former alignment, 
is revealed and celebrated. Finger piers, bridges, and the expanded 
boardwalk bring people close  to touch the water. 

A CENTER FOR KENDALL SQUARE: 
THE COMMON at  
BROAD CANAL

YOU
ARE
HERE

Essentially
Kendall

A framework of identity and 
coherence rooted in history, local 

culture, and the promise of the 
future. The essential DNA of Kendall 
Square manifest in water, innovation, 

and communities.

Wade and Splash

Band Stand

Pooh Sticks

Contemplate

Cafe Snacks

Boat docks

Lantern Festival

Relax 

Sit in the Shade

Carol Sing

Kayak Tour

Water Concert

Block Parties 

Fire Works

Cha
t

History Tour

Sailing

Early Birding

Wetland Walk

Gondola Tours

Views of B
osto

n

Water Testing

Swimming

Beer garden 

Urban hike

Future Energy Site!

Chinese New Year

Farmer’s MarketPop Up Retail

 Floats

Play tag

Ecology Center

Duck Tours

Boat Rental

Toy Boats 

First Friday’s on Main

Promenade

Coffee shops



YOGA

CHOCOLATE
FESTIVAL
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POLICIES

DEPARTMENTS

Sunday Streets
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Pavement to Parks
Woonerfs
Cycle Trails

Citizens Connect

BUSINESS 
INCUBATOR
PROGRAMS

PARTNERSHIPS

INCENTIVES

Innovation Hub

PUBLIC TRANSIT

Cycle Share
Transit Hub

Universities

EDUCATION

Academies
Public schools
Arts schools

Local businesses

ENTERPRISE

Residents
Developers

Customer engagement

BUSINESS

Tax breaks
Brand recognition
Prototyping platform
Revenue

Workforce 
development

MAYOR’S OFFICE

Civic innovation
New urban 
mechanics

Pavement to parks

PUBLIC WORKS

Planning Department
Transit authority

Arts Council

CULTURE

Education
Department of 
Public Health

Community 
Engagement

GOVERNMENT

Private/public 
Partnerships

Increased civic 
Participation
Finding needs 
Of residents

Constituent Collaboration
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Arts foundations

NON-PROFIT

Ymca
Umbrella organizations
Cultural centers
MuseumsInterim Zoning
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CONNECT TO THE NEIGHBORHOODS:

THE INFINITE FIELD
How do we draw people to the Commons? Draw them half way. Occupy and repurpose 
the barriers in between. The parks at Rogers Street and Grand Rail Junction occupy 
transitional zones between Kendall Square, East Cambridge and Area IV. These parks 
are magnets, to draw the neighborhoods toward the heart of Kendall Square, stepping 
stones on the way to the Commons at the Canal.  
 
Magnet — The Infinite Field — Infinitely flexible, ultimately transformable. Each fam-
ily’s back yard. Bookended by the Foundry and the Operations Center, this wide, long 
green is reinvented everyday: Tai Chi, Relay races, Drawing club, Band practice, Cap-
ture the Flag, Harvest Dinner, Stargazing, Camping, to start. 

Rogers park is an Open Field. Flexible, programmable, not for permitted sports Let 
programming do the heavy lifting, keep the design simple, easily achievable, flexible. In 
early phases, not much different than it is today in design, but programmed. 

Frisbee

Movie Night

“02142 Made” Market

PicnicsYoga Tai Chi

Camping-in-the-park

START NOW!

Making It 
Your Own

A framework plan that is temporal, 
malleable, and personal, setting 

the stage for diverse activities, for 
collective and individual experiences, 

and, always, for unexpected 
delight.
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SATELLITE 
MIT MUSEUM 

ENHANCED THIRD STREET

WATER JETS

THE INFINITE FIELD  
OPERATIONS OFFICE
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FIELD OF INFINITE 
POSSIBILITY!

PARK LINKAGE
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COSTA PARK

OR MOBILE 
LIBRARY?
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Toy Boats 

Capture the Flag

Band Stand

Coffee Klatch

Birding tour

Cycle-to-School

Communal fire pits

Lantern Festival

Rollerskating

Urban Night Market

Lunchtime concerts

Relay Races

Block Party

Movie Night

Sit on a bench

Drawing club
Read

 a b
ook

Camping-in-the-park

Picnics

Fr
isb

ee

Make a new friend

Guided kid tour

Yoga

Go for a stroll Throw a ball

Play tag

Kite festival

Tai Chi

Poetry reading

Mediati
on cir

cle

Celestial navigation

Fly a kite Fencing
Ping pong tournament

Bocce ball

Urban hike

Climb on things Food truck drive-in

Dance-a-t
hon

Farmer’s Market

Yo
ut

h C
en

te
r s

ate
llit

e

Pop-up retail

Walk the dog

Minute Man trail connection

Charging/data hubMIT satellite

Chinese New Year

Indie Art MartPick-up Soccer

Promenade walk

Coffee shops



WATER  
SWINGS

POP-UP RETAIL

TECH LAB BOCCE BALL

SAFER CROSSWALKS

PING PONG
PUTT-PUTT

T  STATION

LIGHT BRIGHT

AREA IV  
CLUBHOUSE

FOOD TRUCKS

TETHER BALL

DOG RUN

BINNEY 
WOONERF

THE MEETING GROUND: 

THE JUNCTION
Meeting Ground — The Junction — Long and narrow, this outdoor “arcade” is the meeting ground for Town, Gown and 
Tech. Future transportation center. Small rooms, flexible seating, interactive games, information hubs, interactive art, 
pop-up retail and food. Partnerships between Area IV, MIT and local Tech.   

How do we draw people to the Common? Draw them half way. Occupy and repurpose the barriers in between. Similar to the 
Infinite Field, this is a magnet for Area IV, a meeting ground for activities and games that appeal to the teens of Area IV as 
well as the workers and residents of Kendall. 
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Cambridge 
Jazz Festival

Cambridge Carnival

What the 
Fluff  Fest

Smoke this Rib Fest

0201

03

04

06

07

05

05
08

09

10

Cambridge Science Festival

Arts First
Campfi re Music Festival

Dance for World Community

Boston Dragon Boat Festival

Boston Comedy Fest

Italian Feast of the Healing Saints
Cultural Survival Bazaar

Harvard Chocolate Festival

FebFest

17

18

16

15

14

13

12

11

10

09

08

07

06

05

04

03

02

01

Freedom Fest

19

20

Kayak Fest

Point Park Totem Competition

Cirque du Soleil

Winter Holiday Market

MIT Museum Event

Urban Prototyping Festival
DIY Damn Self Nat’l Youth Film Fest

Head of the Charles Regatta

Silent Kendall Dance

12

11

LEGEND

Existing events
Proposed events

Flag Day Capture the Flag

Valentine’s Day Snowball Fight

FOOD

SCIENCE

ARTS+TECH

ENTERTAINMENT

CULTURE

SPORTS

FOOD

SCIENCE

ARTS+TECH

ENTERTAINMENT

CULTURE

SPORTS

13

14

15

16

18

FOOD

SCIENCE

ARTS+TECH

ENTERTAINMENT

CULTURE

SPORTS

Holiday Ice Skating

22

21

Ice Sculpture Fest

Valentine’s Snowball Fight
24

23
Film in the Park series

19

20

21

22

17

24

23

NEW YEAR’S 
DAY

VALENTINE’S 
DAY

MEMORIAL 
DAY

MLK JR. 
DAY

LABOR DAY

4th OF JULY

VETERAN’S 
DAY

CHINESE 
NEW YEAR

ST. PATRICK’S 
DAY

CINCO DE 
MAYO

PATRIOT DAY

THANKSGIVING 
DAY

#AnalyticsFair

The Great Boston Chili Bowl

Cambridge River 
Festival

Feminist Book Club (monthly)
Dadrock Sundays
Second Friday Lectures
Trivia Night
Bluegrass Party
Salsa Classes
MIT Swing
Cambridge Couchsurfi ng Meetup
Monthly Observatory Night
Boston New Technology Meetup
Nerd Fun
Cambridge Moveable Feast
Women in Cambridge

First Day of 
Summer Dance

Turkey Trot

Spook Fest

Back to School Bash

1
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YOU
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Small Steps,  
Bold Ideas  

At once aspirational and immensely 
practical, a comprehensive and 

multi-faceted vision for the Kendall 
Commons, one that can be realized 

in small steps, over time, starting 
now.



LAND BRIDGE

THE COMMON

BOARDWALK

FINGER PIER +  
WARMING HUT

FLOATING ISLANDS MARSH

BOAT DOCKS + CAFE

FLOATING ISLANDS

BROAD CANAL 
BOARDWALK

SWIMMING DOCKS  
+ FLOATING POOL

LEARNING  LAB
WETLAND FOREST

MARSH

MARSH

REFRAME THE CHARLES:

THE GREAT MARSH
The water linkages bring the neighborhood to Kendall’s new riverine park. 

Extending east from the Mass. Ave Bridge along Memorial Drive toward the Science Museum, Kend-
all Square’s new riverfront answers Boston’s Emerald Necklace across the water. Wetlands, shoals, and 
floating islands hearken back to Kendall Square’s marsh beginnings. Docks for bathing and boating and a 
long boardwalk connect the islands; they offer direct river access and immersion into marsh species. 

An ecological and resilient concept, the wetlands help balance nutrient loading, clean stormwater, and 
manage rising water levels, along with stabilization of the historic seawall. 

New riverfront activities and facilities are compatible with existing boathouses and marinas, but add sig-
nificant public amenities — kayaking, canoeing, dragon boating, rowing, bathing docks, floating pool, 
alongside wetland demonstration and ecological eduction. The wetland and marsh species celebrate an-
nual Charles River events. The bright purple blooms of the wild rice and marsh irises coincide with the 
Charles River boating season and the landmark event of the Head of the Charles Reg
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YOU
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HERE

Get Immersed
Once the Great Marsh, Kendall 

has always been Cambridge’s water 
district. Dense landscapes, riverfront 

wetlands, and floating islands 
connect people to the water and 

Kendall’s roots.


