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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

PLANNING BOARD

CITY HALL ANNEX, 344 BROADWAY, CAMBRIDGE, MA  02139


September 18, 2007
To the Honorable, the City Council,


Subject:
Green building petition to require future large development in the City to conform to the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) standards.

Recommendation
The Planning Board recommends that a task force be formed to further study the issue and determine the appropriate approach to meet the City Council’s goal of encouraging green development.

Discussion
The Planning Board supports the City Council’s goal to encourage sustainable building design and construction.  There are, however, some questions regarding the proposed approach that would require future large development projects to meet the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) standards created by the United States Green Building Council (USGBC).

At its regular meeting of September 4, 2007, the Planning Board proposed that a green building task force be appointed to explore the following key issues:

Cost –  The cost of preparing documentation to demonstrate compliance with LEED standards and impact on project cost;
Precedents –  How other communities are addressing green building standards;
Shifting Environment –  How to incorporate LEED into zoning, given that those standards, themselves, are still evolving;
Legality –  Consistency of green building requirements in zoning with M.G.L. Chapter 40A, the Zoning Act, and evaluation of the City’s ability to regulate elements already addressed in the State Building Code.

Respectfully submitted for the Planning Board,

Barbara Shaw, Chair
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