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 Over the first eleven months of 2013, serious crime in Cambridge has decreased 

6% when measured against the same time period in 2012. Compared against the 

five-year weighted average for this same time frame, a 9% decline (286 fewer Part 

1 crimes than the projected average) has been recorded. The majority of this 

decrease can be attributed to the overall drop in Burglary (-19%), with 85 fewer 

breaks recorded when contrasted with the same time period in 2012. The 24% 

decline in the violent index crime of aggravated assault has also been a driving 

force in the drop in crime so far in 2013. 

 

Å A detailed analysis of all statistics indicates that there were 142 fewer property 

crimes recorded through the first eleven months of 2013, which translates to a 

5% decrease when measured against the 2012 statistics. Violent crime has 

abated 17% between January 1st and December 2nd of 2013 when compared with 

the same time period in 2012. 

 

Å When measuring the serious crime totals versus the previous month of October, 

there was a substantial 25% decrease in the number of index crimes, with 77 

fewer incidents recorded during November of 2013.  

10/8-11/4 11/5-12/2 Change 2012 2013 Change Avg Change

Total Violent Crime 25 16 -36% 380 314 -17% 405 -22%

Total Property Crime 277 209 -25% 2848 2706 -5% 2901 -7%

Total Part I Crime 302 225 -25% 3228 3020 -6% 3306 -9%

4 Week Snapshot Year to Date Five Year
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 Part I Property Crime 

Å Totals for property crime point to a 5% dip below the number reported during the 

first eleven months of 2012, and a 7% drop below the five-year average. The only 

larceny category to register a notable increase over the past four weeks was a 

rise of 11% for shoplifting. Burglary is down a striking 19% from 2012, and 16% 

below the five-year weighted average. Three major housebreak patterns were 

resolved with arrests during November. 

November 
2013 

10/8-11/4 11/5-12/2 Change 2012 2013 Change Avg Change

Burglary 46 36 -22% 459 374 -19% 446 -16%

Commercial Break 8 8 0% 71 59 -17% 75 -21%

Housebreak 38 28 -26% 388 315 -19% 371 -15%

Larceny 218 165 -24% 2275 2227 -2% 2307 -3%

Larceny (Misc) 2 3 50% 39 21 -46% 31 -32%

Larceny from Building 35 29 -17% 343 358 4% 353 1%

Larceny from MV 74 36 -51% 644 594 -8% 699 -15%

Larceny from Person 19 21 11% 334 312 -7% 312 0%

Larceny from Residence 20 10 -50% 206 167 -19% 188 -11%

Larceny of Bicycle 29 22 -24% 351 370 5% 341 9%

Larceny of Plate 2 1 -50% 34 20 -41% 39 -49%

Larceny of Services 0 2 IN-CALC 15 20 33% 22 -9%

Shoplifting 37 41 11% 309 365 18% 323 13%

Auto Theft 13 8 -38% 114 105 -8% 149 -30%

Total Property Crime 277 209 -25% 2848 2706 -5% 2901 -7%

Year to Date4 Week Snapshot Five Year
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10/8-11/4 11/5-12/2 Change 2012 2013 Change Avg Change

Homicide 0 1 IN-CALC 1 3 200% 1 200%

Rape 2 2 0% 26 23 -12% 27 -15%

Robbery 9 4 -56% 117 108 -8% 135 -20%

Commercial Robbery 3 2 -33% 16 26 63% 21 24%

Street Robbery 6 2 -67% 101 82 -19% 114 -28%

Aggravated Assault 14 9 -36% 236 180 -24% 241 -25%

Total Violent Crime 25 16 -36% 380 314 -17% 405 -22%

4 Week Snapshot Year to Date Five Year

Å The violent index crimes of aggravated assault (-24%) and robbery (-8%) have 

registered notable declines when compared to 2012. Spurred on by these 

reductions, the overall total of violent crime is down 17% compared to the first 

eleven months of  2012 and has dropped 22% when measured against the five-

year average (91 fewer incidents) below the projected total of 405 violent crimes.  

 

Å During the month of November of 2013, there were only sixteen (16) violent 

crimes reported in Cambridge, nine (9) fewer than in October, which translates to 

a 36% decrease. 
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Change* 
Last 4 Weeks Previous Year 5 Year Average 

*IN -CAL: Percentages are not calculated for numbers so small as to 
present a statistically misleading percentage. 

* IN -CAL * IN -CAL * IN -CAL 
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ÅThere have been three murders reported in 

Cambridge over the first eleven months of 2013. 

Two of these incidents were recorded in April. 

The 3rd murder of the year occurred on November 

25th. 

ÅOn April 10th, Aisling Brady McCarthy was charged 

with murder in the death of a Cambridge child who 

died in January. Aisling is awaiting trial. 

ÅOn April 18th, Cambridge Police received reports of 

shots fired on the MIT campus. At 10:30 p.m., an MIT 

police officer was found shot in his vehicle in the area 

of Vassar and Main Streets. Officer Sean Collier, 27, 

was found with multiple gunshot wounds. He was 

transported to Massachusetts General Hospital and 

pronounced deceased. On October 7th, 2013, the 

Middlesex Attorney's Office obtained a default 

warrant against Cambridge resident and Boston 

Marathon bombing suspect, Dzhokhar Tsarnaev.  

ÅOn November 25th, Jesse Maxwell's body was found 

in his apartment at 243 Broadway. An autopsy 

determined that the 73-year-old died as a result of 

injuries to the head and compression of the neck. His 

death has been ruled a homicide. Harold Antoine 

Maxwell, 34, of Cambridge, the victim's nephew, was 

arrested for this crime on November 26th. He was 

held without bail and will appear in court on Dec. 19th 

for a probable cause hearing. 
November 

2013 
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September 18, 1999, Mass Ave 

Colin Burton, 30, of Dorchester, was shot and killed 

outside of Hi - Fi Pizza on Mass Ave in Central Square on 

September 18th, 1999. Burton was talking with the 

occupants of a Ford Explorer when the subject in the 

passenger seat fired through the window. Two suspects 

fled the scene. The case remains under active 

investigation. 

April 5 , 2002, Mass Ave 

Ian Gray,19, of Mattapan, was in an argument outside of 

the Rhythm & Spice restaurant that spilled out onto Mass 

Ave. A suspect that had left the scene retuned with a 

group of people and a fight ensued. A knife was produced  

during the altercation and four gunshots were fired, fatally 

wounding Gray. This case remains open. 

*Anyone with information about these crimes is asked to contact CPD at 617-349-3370.* 

On June 17th, 2002 at 7:00PM, Ricardo Williams, 27, of 

Malden, was found in the driverôs seat of a motor vehicle 

suffering from a gunshot wound to his face. Williams was 

taken to CCH where he was pronounced dead. This case 

remains open. 
June 17, 2002, Windsor St. 

http://www.cambridgema.gov/visionpicture/02/15/72.jpg
http://www.cambridgema.gov/visionpicture/03/08/07.jpg
http://www.cambridgema.gov/visionpicture/02/79/65.jpg
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June 16, 2009, Rindge Ave 

Jason Ellcock, 33, of Malden, formerly of Cambridge 

and father of three, was found with multiple gunshot 

wounds in front of the driveway to 364 Rindge Ave at 

3:05 AM on the night of June 16th, 2009. He was 

pronounced dead at the scene. This incident remains 

under investigation. 

March 12 , 2011, Brookline St. 

James Lauture, 30, of Cambridge, was sitting in a 

vehicle near Brookline and Watson Streets just after 

midnight on Saturday, March 12th, 2011, when an 

unknown gunman opened fire. The occupants in the car  

were able to drive to Central Square. Lauture died from 

multiple gunshot wounds. The other man in the vehicle 

survived. This case remains open.  

*Anyone with information about these crimes is asked to contact CPD at 617-349-3370.* 
November 

2013 

On June 3rd, 2012, Charlene Holmes, 16, of Cambridge 

was shot while sitting on a porch on Willow Street. She 

later succumbed to her wounds at the hospital. The 

investigation into this incident remains active, but no 

arrests have been made to date. 
June 3, 2012, Willow St 

http://www.cambridgema.gov/visionpicture/03/51/82.jpg
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Percent Change 
Last 4 Weeks Previous Year 5 Year Average 

*IN -CAL: Percentages are not calculated for numbers so small as to present a 
statistically misleading percentage. 
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Rape 5 yr Avg

-12% 

ÅOver the first eleven months of 2013, there 
have been 23 rapes reported in Cambridge. 
During the same period in 2012, there were 26  
incidents, which indicates a 12% reduction  
from 2012 and a 15% decline when compared 
to the five-year average of 27 sexual assaults 
for the time period between January 1st and 
December 2nd. 

ÅA breakdown of the rape classifications for the 
first eleven months of 2011 follows: there were 
three (3) reports of rapes classified as 
domestic, ten(10) involving acquaintances 
known to the victim, and five (5) incidents 
categorized as contact scenarios. Four (4) of 
the sexual assaults have yet to be classified. 

ÅThe first and only stranger-to-stranger rape of 
the year was recorded in March. This incident 
involved a blitz type scenario late at night in 
Central Square. A Cambridge male has since 
been charged in this incident. 

ÅStatistics released in October by the FBI 
reveal that rape decreased by .2% in the U.S. 
in 2012. The rate of forcible rapes in the U.S. 
in 2012 was estimated at 52.9 per 100,000 
female inhabitants. The five-year average of 
rapes in Cambridge, a city of 106,000, is 30 
incidents per year. November 

2013 
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