
Cambridge Residential Tax Rate Continues to be the Lowest Among  
Surrounding Communities and One of the Lowest of Any City in the Commonwealth!

FY15 Tax Rate (per $1,000) Tax Bill $400,000 Home Tax Bill $800,000 Home

 Cambridge* $  7.82 $1,255 $4,383

 Brookline* $10.68 $2,228 $6,500

 Somerville* $12.61 $2,563 $7,607

 Boston* $12.11 $2,964 $7,808

 Watertown* $15.03 $4,654 $10,666

 Belmont $12.90 $5,160 $10,320

 Arlington $13.55 $5,420 $10,840



Taxes 
$390,480,200

FY14

$507.2M $328.5M $524.4M

FY15

$341.5M $545.9M

FY16

$357.0M 
(projected)



Winning PB Projects:
•	 100 new trees
•	 8 bike repair stations
•	 Bilingual books for children 
learning English

•	 Central Square Public Toilet
•	 20 laptops for the Community 
Learning Center

•	 Free Wi-Fi in 6 outdoor public 
spaces

Visit pb.cambridgema.gov for 
more information.



Did you know that Cambridge has a favorable commercial 
tax rate compared to surrounding communities?

Brookline $17.39 Watertown $27.87
Cambridge $19.29 Lexington $29.10
Somerville $20.38 Burlington $29.40
Newton $22.38 Boston $29.52
Needham $22.43 Waltham $31.79
Medford $22.77 Framingham $38.99



Top Ten Taxpayers in FY15

Property Owner Nature of Business Assessed  
Valuation Real Property Taxes % of Tax 

Levy
Massachusetts Institute of Technology Education* $2,290,153,400 $41,958,708 12.29

BioMed Realty Trust Commercial $1,169,048,100 $22,417,980 6.57

Boston Properties Commercial $845,806,600 $16,289,318 4.77

Equity Partners Commercial $571,512,400 $10,553,343 3.09

Presidents & Fellows of Harvard College Education* $423,374,500 $5,426,154 1.59

Novartis Pharmaceuticals Commercial $249,889,700 $4,820,372 1.41

New England Development Commercial $235,845,500 $4,549,460 1.33

Alexandria Real Estate Commercial $234,646,500 $4,458,974 1.31

PREEF American Reit II Corp. Commercial $231,186,300 $4,459,584 1.31

RB Kendall Fee LLC Commercial $212,935,800 $4,092,397 1.20

$6,464,398,800 $119,026,290 34.87%




