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Established: 1636 (town); 1846 (city) 

Government: Council-Manager 

City Manager: Robert W. Healy 

City Budget: $472,196,095 

City Employees: 2,925 (including schools) 

Area: 7.13 square miles total 
6.43 square miles land 

Population: 106,038 (July 2011) 

Households: 44,032 (2010) 

Police Officer/Population Ratio: 1:391 (2012) 

Population Density: 16,469 per square mile (2010) 

Registered Voters: 69,559 (February 2013) 

Registered Automobiles: 47,199 (2012) 

Residential Housing Units: 47,291 (2010) 

Ownership Rate: 34.6% (2010) 

Median Household Income: $69,259 (2008-2010) 

Median Family Income: $92,965 (2009-2011) 

Resident Unemployment Rate: 3.8% (2012) 

Median Single-Family Home: $740,000 (2011) 

Median Condominium: $422,250 (2011) 

Property Tax Rate per 1,000: $8.66 residential (FY 2013) 
$21.50 commercial (FY2013) 

School Enrollment: 6,047 (2011-2012) 

Colleges and Universities: 8 

Hospitals: 3 

 

Cambridge Police Department 
 
Organized: 1859 
Sworn Officers: 271 
Civilian Personnel: 41 
Commissioner: Robert C. Haas 
Headquarters: 125 Sixth St, Cambridge, MA, 02142 
Budget (FY 2013): $45,643,095 
Rank Structure: Commissioner 
 Superintendent 
 Deputy Superintendent 
 Lieutenant 
 Sergeant 
 Patrol Officer 
Marked Patrol Vehicles: 37 
Unmarked Patrol Vehicles: 39 (plus 8 narcotics vehicles) 
Motorcycles: 14 
Special Vehicles: 6 Trailers + 1 Gator 
Fleet Bicycles: 22 
2012 Calls for Service: 118,774 
2012 Total Index Crimes: 3,478

Population by Race 
Race 1990 2000 2010 

White 71.6% 68.0% 66.6% 

Black 12.7% 12.0% 11.7% 

Asian 8.4% 12.0% 15.1% 

Native Amer. 0.3% 0.0% 0.2% 

Other or Mixed 0.4% 1.0% 6.4% 

 
Ethnicity 

 1990 2000 2010 

Hispanic 6.8% 7.0% 7.6% 

 
Population by Age 

Age Range 2010 Total Percentage 

0-4 4,526 4.3% 

5-14 5,798 5.5% 

15-19 6,983 6.6% 

20-29 34,562 32.9% 

30-39 19,487 18.5% 

40-65 23,818 22.7% 

65+ 9,998 9.6% 

 
Top Employers: 

1. Harvard University 11,167 
2. MIT 7,824 
3. City of Cambridge 2,925 
4. Novartis 2,276 
5. Mt. Auburn Hospital 1,731 
6. Biogen Idec 1,530 
7. Cambridge Innovation Center 1,453 
8. Vertex Pharmaceuticals 1,420 
9. U.S. Government 1,226 
10. Draper Labs 1,214 
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Crime Analysis is the process of turning crime data into information, and then turning that 
information into knowledge about crime and safety in a particular community. While it is a 
growing field across this country and internationally, Cambridge has had a Crime Analysis Unit 
in operation for over 30 years.   
 
The function of the Crime Analysis Unit (CAU) is to support the daily operations of the Police 
Department by collecting, managing, and analyzing crime, calls for service, and other data. The 
CAU also works together with analysts from neighboring departments to address cross-
jurisdictional patterns. 
 
By making timely observations of emerging crime patterns, hot spots, and other crime problems, 
the Cambridge Crime Analysis Unit ultimately aims to assist the Department in its criminal 
apprehension and crime reduction strategies. 

 
4ÈÅ #ÁÍÂÒÉÄÇÅ 0ÏÌÉÃÅ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔȭÓ ςπρς !ÎÎÕÁÌ #ÒÉÍÅ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÅÄ 
information so that citizens can make informed decisions about crime and safety in their neighborhoods. 
The more information made available to the public, the better the input will be in aiding the Police 
response to crime. 
 
The Annual Report offers a comprehensive analysis of the crimes reported by the Cambridge Police 
$ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ &ÅÄÅÒÁÌ "ÕÒÅÁÕ ÏÆ )ÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ 5ÎÉÆÏÒÍ #ÒÉÍÅ 2ÅÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ɉ5#2Ɋ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ 4ÈÅ 5#2 
Program has been collecting national crime statistics from local police departments since 1930. Based 
on seriousness and frequency, police departments are required to report their statistics on seven crimes 
which comprise the UCR Crime Index: murder, forcible rape, aggravated assault, robbery, burglary, 
larceny, and auto theft. In 2007, the Cambridge Police Department initiated the submission of crimes 
into the National Incident Based Reporting System (NIBRS). The general concepts, such as jurisdictional 
rules, of collecting and reporting UCR data are the same in NIBRS. The difference in the programs is that 
NIBRS captures much greater detail on each crime than the summaryɀbased UCR program. Another 
difference in the programs is that agencies submit UCR data in written documents, whereas NIBRS data 
are submitted electronically. 
 
The problem for the public, as well as for the police, is that UCR statistics alone are of little use to patrol 
deployment and offer little to citizens interested in reducing their risks. The true picture of crime and 
disorder in a city is seldom conveyed to the public through simple statistics. Crimes are complex events, 
and these complexities encompass many dimensions. It is our endeavor in this report to unravel the web 
of factors that comprise the crime rate. 
 
The publication of detailed neighborhood crime statistics, patterns, and trends gives Cantabrigians a 
realistic view of their risks of victimization. The Neighborhood and Business District sections within the 
Annual Crime Report are designed to help residents, business owners, and visitors have a fuller 
understanding of crime problems in their areas.   
 
This report outlines three distinctions that make up criminal incidents: (1) whether offenses are 
committed against strangers or against relatives and acquaintances; (2) the motivation of the 
criminalsɂdrugs, revenge, or intimidation are but a few of the factors that motivate both novice and 
career criminals; and (3) when and where crimes occur, focusing on where the hotspots are and the best 
time frames for the majority of the incidents. Outlining these factors is imperative to understanding the 
anatomy of crime in Cambridge, and to developing appropriate responses. 
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This report uses several common crime analysis conventions for the reporting of statistical information. 
These conventions are consistent with general crime analysis practice, standards issued by the FBI Uniform 
Crime Reporting (UCR) program (where applicable), past Cambridge Police Annual Crime Reports, and 
ÍÏÎÔÈÌÙ Ȱ"ÒÉÄÇÅ3ÔÁÔȱ ÃÒÉÍÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ #ÁÍÂÒÉÄÇÅ 0ÏÌÉÃÅ ×ÅÂ ÓÉÔÅȢ  
 

Part I and Part II Crimes 
 
The FBI UCR program standardizes the way in 
which law enforcement agencies report crime 
statistics. The program ÃÌÁÓÓÉÆÉÅÓ ÃÒÉÍÅÓ ÁÓ Ȱ0ÁÒÔ )ȱ 
ÁÎÄ Ȱ0ÁÒÔ ))Ȣȱ 4ÈÅ Ȱ0ÁÒÔ )ȱ ÃÒÉÍÅÓ ÁÒÅ Á ÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ seven 
ÃÏÍÍÏÎ ÃÒÉÍÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÆÏÒÍ ÁÎ ȰÉÎÄÅØȱ ÏÆ 
criminal activity, much like the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average provides a general assessment 
of the stock market based on an index of 30 
stocks. These seven crimes are murder, rape, 
robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny, and 
auto theft. All other crimesɂincluding fraud and 
forgery, vandalism, drug offenses, and other sex 
offensesɂÁÒÅ Ȱ0ÁÒÔ )) #ÒÉÍÅÓȢȱ Definitions of each 
of these crimes are included at the beginnings of 
their respective sections. 
 

The Hierarchy Rule 
 
The Hierarchy Rule states that if multiple offenses 
are committed in the same incident, it is classified 
(and reported) as the most serious of the offenses. 
Thus, although almost all robberies involve both 
an assault and a theft, such incidents are included 
ÏÎÌÙ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ȰÒÏÂÂÅÒÙȱ ÃÁÔÅÇÏÒÙȢ 3ÉÍÉÌÁÒÌÙȟ ÔÈÅ 
ÓÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÓ ÆÏÒ ȰÌÁÒÃÅÎÙȱ ÏÎÌÙ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÉÎÃÉÄÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ 
which larceny is the primary crime; thefts from 
houses and businesses that involve illegal entry 
ÁÒÅ ȰÂÕÒÇÌÁÒÉÅÓȱ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÔÈÅÒÅȢ 
 
Using the hierarchy rule helps both police and 
community members understand crime. If you see 
that larcenies have increased 10% in your area, 
ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ×ÏÒÒÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÔÈÅÆÔÓ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅ 
threats or violence. If they did, they would be 
reported as robberies instead of larcenies. 
 

Best Data at the Time 
 
All statistics, including yearly totals and weighted 
averages, are calculated using the best available 
data at the time. Occasionally, after our reports 
are published, factors determined during 
investigation will cause us to reclassify a crime to 
a higher or lower category, and thus you may see 
slight discrepancies between current and past 

reports. In all cases, the more recent data is the 
more correct data. 
 

Weighted Averages 
 
Because crime can fluctuate significantly from 
year to year, the Crime Analysis Unit makes most 
of its comparisons based on averages rather than 
individual years. If burglary increases 15% from 
ςπρρ ÔÏ ςπρςȟ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÎÏ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÔÅÌÌ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÁÔ 
figure whether 2012 was unusually high or 2011 
was unusually low. But comparing 2012 to an 
average helps us better assess whether the crime 
truly went up or down in the most recent year. 
 
We specifically use a five-year weighted average 
in which the earliest year (2007 in this report) is 
weighted once and the most recent year (2011) is 
weighted five times, with the years in between 
weighted twice, three times, and four times. This 
common statistical convention helps produce a 
ÆÉÇÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÂÅÓÔ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÓ ÔÈÅ ȰÅØÐÅÃÔÅÄȱ ÖÁÌÕÅ 
for 2012, and to thus determine how unusual 
ςπρςȭÓ ÄÅÖÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÁÔ average. We also 
provide graphs for most crimes to help assess 
long-term trends. 
 

Rates 
 
In a few places, we offer crime statistics in terms 
of rates rather than raw numbers. Using rates is 
important when comparing geographic areas of 
very different populations, so that we can better 
ÁÓÓÅÓÓ ÅÁÃÈ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ ÒÉÓËȢ &ÏÒ 
instance, in 2011, Cambridge had 539 burglaries, 
about 30% more than Somerville, which reported 
415. However, Cambridge also has about 39% 
more residents than Somerville. When we look at 
it on the basis of rates, Cambridge had 509 
burglaries per 100,000 residents, and Somerville 
had 545 burglaries per 100,000 residents, which 
ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ Á 3ÏÍÅÒÖÉÌÌÅ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ risk of burglary 
×ÁÓ ÈÉÇÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ Á #ÁÎÔÁÂÒÉÇÉÁÎȭÓȢ 7Å ÏÎÌÙ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ 
rates for certain crimes, however, as not all crimes 
are best compared in terms of residential 
population. 

 



2012 Crime Index 
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The Crime Index is composed of selected offenses used to gauge fluctuations in the overall volume and 
rate of crime reported to police. The offenses included are the violent crimes of murder, rape, robbery, 
and aggravated assault; and the property crimes of burglary, larceny, and auto theft. The Crime Index 
×ÁÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ &ÅÄÅÒÁÌ "ÕÒÅÁÕ ÏÆ )ÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ 5ÎÉÆÏÒÍ #ÒÉÍÅ 2ÅÐÏÒÔing program to 
standardize the way in which law enforcement agencies report crime statistics. 
 

Crime 2009 2010 2011 2012 
2011-2012 

Change 
5-Year 

Wtd. Avg. 
Avg.-2012 

Change 

Murder 2 0 5 1 -80% 2 -50% 

Rape 20 23 23 23 0% 21 +10% 

Stranger 3 4 2 1 -50% 3 -67% 

Non-Stranger 17 19 21 22 +5% 18 +22% 

Robbery 172 163 147 128 -13% 161 -21% 

Commercial 21 22 34 16 -53% 29 -45% 

Street 151 141 113 112 -1% 132 -15% 

Aggravated Assault 255 251 261 262 0% 258 +2% 

Total Violent Crime 449 437 436 414 -5% 442 -6% 

Burglary 429 453 520 499 -4% 486 +3% 

Commercial 86 87 84 79 -6% 87 -10% 

Residential 343 366 436 420 -4% 398 +5% 

Larceny 2,496 2,555 2,453 2,448 0% 2,559 -4% 

from Building 321 393 433 372 -14% 397 -6% 

from Vehicle 913 784 639 686 +7% 827 -17% 

From Person 331 342 320 368 +15% 335 +10% 

of Bicycle 284 380 370 356 -4% 334 +7% 

Shoplifting 369 365 352 344 -2% 359 -4% 

from Residence 185 192 234 225 -4% 206 +9% 

of License Plate 39 43 43 40 -7% 45 -11% 

of Services 28 31 25 17 -32% 27 -37% 

Miscellaneous 26 25 37 40 +8% 31 +30% 

Auto Theft 196 169 158 117 -26% 192 -39% 

Total Property Crime 3,121 3,177 3,131 3,064 -2% 3,231 -5% 

Crime Index Total 3,570 3,614 3,567 3,478 -3% 3,673 -5% 

 



 

 

Cambridge Uniform Crime Reporting Statistics, 1993-2012*  
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Murder 2 1 3 1 2 2 2 1 1 6 3 0 3 2 0 1 2 0 5 1 2 2 2 -80% -50% 

Rape 30 28 35 34 24 25 15 11 15 10 7 10 14 11 16 17 20 23 23 23 23 16 20 0% -23% 

Robbery 253 276 295 227 176 208 165 186 181 195 229 245 239 208 161 177 172 163 147 128 216 187 202 -13% -49% 

Aggravated 
Assault 

643 473 463 381 370 369 348 322 272 284 271 248 244 237 243 274 255 251 261 262 393 255 324 0% -59% 

Burglary 929 774 953 791 596 695 567 552 688 720 651 724 623 685 653 467 429 453 520 499 727 570 648 -4% -46% 

Larceny 3,563 3,351 3,313 2,973 2,779 2,753 2,819 2,820 2,740 2,764 2,389 2,654 2,396 2,377 2,838 2,788 2,496 2,555 2,453 2,448 2,988 2,539 2,763 0% -31% 

Auto Theft 964 761 558 544 483 397 431 498 523 425 419 438 295 233 244 244 196 169 158 117 558 251 405 -26% -88% 

Total 
Violent 

928 778 796 643 572 604 530 520 469 495 510 503 500 458 420 469 449 437 436 414 634 460 547 -5% -55% 

Total 
Property 

5,456 5,086 4,824 4,308 3,858 3,845 3,817 3,870 3,951 3,909 3,459 3,816 3,314 3,295 3,735 3,499 3,121 3,177 3,131 3,064 4292 3,361 3,827 -2% -44% 

Total 6,384 5,664 5,620 4,951 4,430 4,449 4,347 4,390 4,420 4,404 3,969 4,319 3,814 3,753 4,155 3,968 3,570 3,614 3,567 3,478 4,906 3,821 4,363 -3% -46% 

 
*The Cambridge Police Department voluntarily submits Uniform Crime Reporting statistics to the FBI for national comparison. See http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm  for more information. 
**Percent changes are rounded to the nearest whole number. A 0% change indicates there was less than a 0.5% increase or decrease. 

 

http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm


25-Year Statistical Trends 
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The 3,478 Part I crimes reported 
in Cambridge in 2012 represent 
the lowest level in the crime 
index since 1963. The figure was 
slightly lower than in 2011, 
which was also a record. Despite 
some bumps in the early 1980s 
and early 1990s, crime has 
decreased steadily since it 
peaked in 1974 at more than 
10,000 Part I crimes. The last 
big decrease was between 1990 
and 1998; crime has fluctuated 
around the 4,000 mark for the 
past decade. 

 

Violent crimes (murder, rape, 
robbery, and aggravated 
assault) hit their peak in 
Cambridge in 1990, amidst a 
nationwide gang and drug 
epidemic but fell dramatically 
in the following decade and 
remained around 450-500 
per year throughout the 
2000s. The 2012 figure is the 
lowest since the late 1960s, 
with robbery showing the 
most significant decreases 
during this period. 

 
 

 

Property crimes (burglary, 
larceny, and auto theft) makes 
up about 90% of the total Part I 
crime index, and its graph 
therefore looks almost identical 
to the total crime graph. The 48-
year low for property crimes in 
2012 is primarily due to auto 
theft, which has dropped 84% in 
20 years. Burglary and larceny 
were near their averages in both 
2011 and 2012. 
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For the second year in a row, crime has dropped to historic levels in the City of Cambridge. In 2012, 
serious crime in Cambridge decreased by 3% to 3,478 crimes, down 89 from the previous low of 3,567 
crimes recorded in 2011.  The number reported in 2012 represents the lowest total of index crimes 
reported to the FBI since Congress enacted the Omnibus Crime Control Act in 1968. Looking closer at 
the crime breakdown, there were 67 fewer property crimes reported in 2012 to register a 2% decline 
when compared with 2011. When gauged against the five-year weighted average, property crime was 
down 5% in 2012. There were 414 violent crimes in the City in 2012, 22 fewer incidents than in 2011. 
Compared to the five-year weighted average for violent crime in Cambridge, these types of incidents 
dropped 6%. 
 

Murder 
 
¶ Cambridge experienced one murder in 2012. On June 3, 2012, a 16-year-old female from 

Cambridge was shot while on Willow St and later succumbed to her wounds at the hospital. This 
incident remains under investigation. 

¶ The single homicide in Cambridge in 2012 represents a notable drop from the five deaths 
recorded in 2011. In that year, an unsolved shooting death occurred near Central Square in 
March and two domestic homicide incidents resulting in the deaths of four victims and one of 
the perpetrators took place during the final six weeks of the year. 

¶ Trend analysis for the past twenty years points to two recurring murder scenarios in 
Cambridge: a domestic murder in which the female spouse is killed by her partner, and the 
murder of young males by a handgun or knife in acts of retaliatory street violence. 

¶ Twenty-seven of the thirty-four murders in Cambridge since 1995 (79%) have been cleared by 
an arrest / suicide of the perpetrator. For comparison, the 2010 clearance rate for murder was 
65% nationally and 50% in New England. 

¶ Since 1990, Cambridge has averaged two murders per year, which is a decrease from the 30-
year period between 1960 and 1989 when the average was slightly less than five per year. 

¶ Handguns have been used in 16 of the 26 murders in Cambridge since 2000. Four involved 
knives. 

 

Rape 
 
¶ The total number of rapes in Cambridge has stayed the same for three straight years, with 23 

incidents reported each year since 2010. Three of the twenty-three sexual assaults reported in 
2012 occurred on a calendar date prior to this year. 

¶ Ten of the rapes in 2012 involved acquaintances, seven involved a contact scenario with the 
offender being someone the victim had met in a public place, five were domestic situations, and 
one was a stranger-to-stranger rape. 

¶ The one strangerɀtoɀstranger rape in 2012 involved a female that was followed and blitzed in a 
high pedestrian activity area late at night. No suspect has been identified in this crime to date, 
but it remains under investigation.  

¶ The number of stranger-to-stranger rapes each yearɂbetween one and fiveɂremains 
extremely low. Patterns of reported rape are very rare in Cambridge. 

¶ 4ÈÅ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÉÎ ÒÁÐÅÓ ÉÎ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÅÁÒÌÉÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ςπππȭÓ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÐÁÒÔÌÙ ÁÔÔÒÉÂÕÔÅÄ 
to a surge in domestic and acquaintance sexual assaults where a minor has been involved. 
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Robbery 
 
¶ In 2012, there were 128 robberies reported, which translates to a 13% decrease when 

compared with the 2011 total. When measured against the five-year weighted average of 161 
incidents for this crime, a 21% decline is reported. The 2012 total is the lowest number 
recorded since we started measuring crime in the 1960s. This is one crime that is approaching 
its minimum threshold. 

¶ Street robbery declined by 1% in 2012. The 112 reported incidents is the lowest total for this 
crime in over 50 years. 

¶ Few street robbery patterns developed in 2012. Instead, a general trend of violent robberies 
targeting victims walking alone at night emerged across the city, particularly during the first half 
of the year. Cell phones and cash were stolen most often. 

¶ Commercial robbery dropped by 18 incidents, or 53%, to 16 incidents in 2012. This total is 45% 
below the five-year weighted average of 29. 

 

Aggravated Assault 
 
¶ Aggravated assaults in Cambridge remained essentially unchanged from last year to this year, 
ÒÉÓÉÎÇ ÊÕÓÔ ÏÎÅ ÉÎÃÉÄÅÎÔ ÆÒÏÍ ςφρ ÉÎ ςπρρ ÔÏ ςφς ÉÎ ςπρςȢ &ÕÒÔÈÅÒÍÏÒÅȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÔÏÔÁÌ ÉÓ ÏÎÌÙ 
four incidents above the five-year weighted average of 258 assaults. 

¶ Thirty -three percent of the aggravated assaults in 2012 were domestic incidents. Over the past 
seven years, the rate of domestic assaults has ranged from 25-40% of all assaults annually.  

¶ Ten of the sixteen bar-related aggravated assaults in 2012 took place within one block of 
Massachusetts Ave between MIT and Central Square. Most were after midnight. 

¶ The most common weapon used in aggravated assaults this year was hands/feet (38%), 
followed by knives (13%) and bottles or glass (10%). Only three assaults in 2012 involved the 
use of a firearm. In none of the aggravated assault incidents involving a firearm was a shot fired. 

 

Burglary 
 
¶ Total burglary, the combination of residential and commercial breaks, registered a 3% incline 

when compared with the five-year weighted average for this crime with 13 additional incidents 
recorded, and is down 4% when compared with the 2011 total with 21 fewer breaks reported. 

¶ In 2012, Cambridge saw its first drop in housebreaks in three years. Housebreaks decreased by 
4% from 436 in 2011 to 420 in 2012. Despite this reduction, this crime type is still 5% above the 
five-year weighted average of 398. 

¶ The effects of housebreak patterns were felt in almost every neighborhood in Cambridge this 
year, but particularly in Area 4, Cambridgeport, Peabody, and West Cambridge. At least two of 
these patterns were connected to juvenile crews out of Cambridge and Boston.  

¶ There were 79 commercial burglaries reported in Cambridge in 2012. This is five incidents (6%) 
below the number reported in 2011 and eight incidents (10%) below the five-year weighted 
average. No patterns emerged this year. 

 



2012 Executive Summary 

10 | Cambridge Police Annual Crime Report  2012 

Larceny 
 
¶ In 2012, the property crime of larceny fell by five incidents when measured versus the 2011 

total and 4% when compared to the five-year weighted average.  

¶ Larceny is always the most prevalent of the Part One crimes in Cambridge. In 2012, it accounted 
for 70% of the serious crime reported and 80% of the property crime. Three categories of 
larceny that produce some of the highest numbers each year (larceny from motor vehicles, 
buildings, and persons) are often fueled by advances in technology.  

¶ Larcenies from motor vehicles this year were up 7% over the 2011 figures. Despite this increase, 
the 2012 total of 686 larcenies from motor vehicles was still down 17% when compared with 
the five-year weighted average for this crime.  

¶ Larcenies from persons citywide were up 15% in 2012 and registered a 10% incline when 
measured against the five-year weighted average for this target crime. The increase in 2012 was 
fueled in part by an upsurge in dipper activity in the Harvard Square area.  

¶ Larceny of bicycles was down 4% in 2012 when compared with the previous year, with 14 
fewer thefts reported. This property crime was 7% above the five-year year weighted average 
for this type of larceny. 

 

Auto Theft 
 
¶ The number of vehicles stolen in Cambridge dropped by 41 incidents, or 26%, to 117 incidents 

in 2012. This is the lowest auto theft total the City has seen in 50 years.  This is a record low for 
a city that used to see staggering auto theft numbersɂin 1974 there were 5,203 cars reported 
stolen, nearly 1.5 times the total of all crimes reported in 2012. 

¶ The neighborhood of Mid-Cambridge recorded the highest number of auto thefts in 2012 with 
18 reported stolen, followed by Area 4 and Peabody, each with 17 incidents. 

¶ Very few auto theft patterns have been identified over the past decade. However, an unusual 
trend of motorcycle and scooter thefts emerged in 2012, especially during the summer months. 
These vehicles made up over one-third of the auto theft incidents this year. 

¶ In 2012, 55% of the cars reported stolen in Cambridge this year have been recovered to date, 
which represents a decline from the average of around 70% for previous years. The majority of 
the recovered cars were located throughout Cambridge and Boston, and the majority of the 
damage to the recovered vehicles was to the ignition and car body. 
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The following table compares Cambridge to other Massachusetts cities and towns with populations 
greater than 50,000 residents. The data is from 2011, as this is the most recent year for which data is 
available from the FBI UCR program. Data is presented in terms of rates per 100,000 residents, rather 
than raw totals, so that we can validly compare cities and towns of very different population sizes. 
 

2011 Rates per 100,000 residents for selected Massachusetts Cities and Towns 

City Population Murder Rape Robbery Assault 
Violent 
Total 

Burglary Larceny 
Auto 
Theft 

Property 
Total 

Total 

Brockton 94,380 10 65 246 909 1229 1099 1912 410 3421 4650 

Brookline 59,090 0 2 49 159 210 301 1073 34 1408 1618 

Chicopee 55,635 2 45 79 336 462 784 1880 262 2926 3388 

Fall River 89,399 2 58 306 851 1218 965 2267 332 3565 4783 

Framingham 68,734 0 9 31 233 272 308 1208 122 1638 1910 

Haverhill 61,250 0 29 90 472 591 754 1393 238 2385 2976 

Lawrence 76,843 13 16 318 648 994 888 1006 1335 3229 4223 

Lowell 107,167 3 34 157 549 742 853 1811 230 2894 3635 

Lynn 90,880 3 32 199 650 885 790 1715 377 2883 3768 

Malden 59,812 3 23 134 257 418 530 1458 197 2185 2603 

New Bedford 95,649 4 62 307 769 1143 1013 2110 358 3480 4623 

Newton 85,665 0 2 22 69 93 247 1100 32 1379 1472 

Peabody 51,563 4 17 25 194 240 411 1932 144 2486 2727 

Plymouth 56,812 4 16 28 227 275 345 938 30 1313 1588 

Quincy 92,834 1 33 98 292 424 594 1171 149 1913 2338 

Revere 52,070 6 6 94 242 348 501 1738 334 2573 2921 

Somerville 76,216 0 22 118 230 370 545 1546 195 2286 2656 

Springfield 153,993 13 20 345 648 1027 1623 2644 516 4783 5809 

Taunton 56,215 0 23 123 384 530 802 941 53 1797 2327 

Waltham 61,002 0 25 39 221 285 313 1048 62 1423 1708 

Weymouth 54,071 7 24 65 242 338 307 1365 80 1751 2090 

Worcester 182,145 6 20 226 737 988 1134 1911 291 3336 4325 

Average*  80,974 4 27 141 424 595 687 1553 263 2502 3097 

Cambridge 105,803 5 22 139 247 412 491 2318 149 2959 3371 

*Cambridge figures are not included in the average so as to allow a better comparison between Cambridge and the average. 

 
Statistics from the rest of the state shows that Cambridge had significantly less per-capita crime in four 
categories (aggravated assault, total violent crimes, burglary, and auto theft), slightly less per-capita 
crime in two categories (rape and robbery), slightly more in one (murder), and significantly more 
larcenies, which also affected the property crime and total crime figures. 
 
The five murders in Cambridge in 2011 were an unusual high (inflated by one triple-murder incident) , 
and in a normal year, Cambridge is lower than the regional average in this category. The high larceny 
figure for Cambridge is consistent with ÐÁÓÔ ÄÁÔÁȟ ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒȢ #ÁÍÂÒÉÄÇÅȭÓ high entertainment, business, 
and education populations create opportunities for thefts from vehicles, pocket-picking, shoplifting, 
thefts from buildings, and particularly bicycle theftɂopportunities not present in many less trafficked 
cities and towns.  
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The table on this page compares Cambridge to other cities across the nation with a comparable 
population (and because the populations are comparable, we use the actual figures for crimes, not 
rates). Again, the data is from the most recent year available: 2011. 
 

City Murder Rape Robbery Assault Burglary Larceny Auto Theft Total 

Antioch, CA 5 21 290 502 1,335 1,571 967 4,691 

Arvada, CO 1 25 34 102 304 2,053 189 2,708 

Burbank, CA 1 17 68 105 395 1,926 234 2,746 

Carlsbad, CA 4 11 35 160 468 1,375 127 2,180 

Centennial, CO 0 27 23 112 325 957 71 1,515 

Clearwater, FL 10 40 182 569 719 3,252 158 4,930 

Daly City, CA 1 14 59 110 322 1,308 250 2,064 

Davenport, IA 5 53 113 481 1,140 3,529 239 5,560 

Edison Township, NJ 2 9 65 66 343 1,279 210 1,974 

El Cajon, CA 2 28 187 312 603 1,443 422 2,997 

Elgin, IL 5 78 82 122 555 1,425 88 2,355 

Erie, PA 6 77 150 198 1,233 2,404 101 4,169 

Fairfield, CA 5 21 148 251 572 2,055 347 3,399 

Flint, MI 52 85 607 1,648 3,628 2,220 770 9,010 

Green Bay, WI 2 54 48 269 467 1,852 101 2,793 

Gresham, OR 1 31 172 212 751 2,943 617 4,727 

High Point, NC 3 25 200 372 1,266 3,550 241 5,657 

Lowell, MA 3 36 168 588 914 1,941 246 3,896 

Manchester, NH 2 69 181 366 902 3,136 156 4,812 

Murfreesboro, TN 3 30 131 490 1,383 3,283 185 5,505 

Norwalk, CA 5 10 138 218 476 1,156 642 2,645 

Odessa, TX 6 37 73 632 617 2,336 181 3,882 

Palm Bay, FL 2 22 97 480 808 1,786 145 3,340 

Pueblo, CO 12 40 173 606 1,590 3,434 470 6,325 

Richardson, TX 0 9 76 88 680 1,934 194 2,981 

Richmond, CA 26 39 303 667 1,651 1,533 1,362 5,581 

Round Rock, TX 2 25 39 49 394 2,001 51 2,561 

South Bend, IN 9 60 406 269 2,335 3,437 324 6,840 

Temecula, CA 0 7 54 34 547 1,700 159 2,501 

Ventura, CA 1 20 135 170 657 2,468 195 3,646 

Waterbury, CT 7 9 183 160 818 3,326 427 4,930 

West Jordan, UT 0 31 25 154 405 2,314 220 3,149 

West Palm Beach, FL 14 48 235 472 1,354 3,685 344 6,152 

Westminster, CO 4 34 48 159 397 2,077 329 3,048 

Wichita Falls, TX 1 30 147 281 1,241 3,398 237 5,335 

Wilmington, NC 10 32 254 366 1,454 3,843 411 6,370 

Average* 6 33 148 329 918 2,331 317 4,083 

Cambridge 5 23 147 261 520 2,453 158 3,567 

*Cambridge figures are not included in the average so as to allow a better comparison between Cambridge and the average. 
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Factor General Effect Status in Cambridge Effects in Cambridge 
Residential 
Population & 
Population Density 

High population leads to a higher 
residential crime rate (residential 
burglaries, larcenies from motor 
vehicles, domestic assaults, auto 
theft). High population density 
also leads to a higher residential 
crime rate. 

Population of about 
106,000; Very high 
density (about 16,000 
per square mile). 

¶ Higher residential crime rate than 
cities of fewer than 100,000. 

¶ Higher residential crime rate in 
densely populated neighborhoods 
of Mid-Cambridge, North 
Cambridge, Cambridgeport. 

¶ Low residential crime rate in 
sparsely populated areas of 
Cambridge Highlands, Strawberry 
Hill, Agassiz. 

Commerical & 
Educational 
Population, number 
& type of 
commercial 
establishments and 
educational 
institutions 

High commercial population leads 
ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ άōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎέ ŎǊƛƳŜs 
(commercial burglaries, 
shoplifting, larcenies from 
buildings, forgery) and to more 
crimes against the person often 
(larcenies from the person, 
larcenies from motor vehicles, 
larcenies of bicycles, street 
robbery, auto theft). 

Very high commercial 
population (many large 
businesses, shopping 
areas in Cambridge) and 
very high educational 
population (M.I.T. and 
Harvard). 

¶ High overall larceny rate. 

¶ High larceny rate in highly-
populated commercial areas of 
East Cambridge, Harvard Square, 
Central Square, Porter Square, 
Fresh Pond Mall. 

¶ Low larceny, auto theft rate in 
Agassiz, Strawberry Hill, West 
Cambridge. 

Age composition of 
population 

! ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άŀǘ 
Ǌƛǎƪέ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ мрς29 leads to a 
higher crime rate. 

Almost 40% of the 
citizens of Cambridge are 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪέ 
population.This number 
is influenced by the high 
student population. 

¶ Agassiz, MIT, and Riverside have 
the largest percentage of people in 
ǘƘŜ άŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪέ ŀƎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ 
them are college students, which 
somewhat decreases their chances 
of involvement in criminal activity. 
Consequently, Agassiz, MIT, and 
Riverside do not have higher than 
average crime rates. 

¶ However, neighborhoods with the 
ƭƻǿŜǎǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ άŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪέ ŀƎŜǎτ
Highlands and Strawberry Hillτdo 
experience smaller amounts of 
crime. 

Stability of 
Population 

Stable, close-knit populations 
have a lower overall crime rate 
than transient populations. 
Neighborhoods with more houses 
and condominiums (generally 
signifiying a more stable 
population) have a lower crime 
rate than neighborhoods with 
mostly apartments (generally a 
more transient population). 

Historically, more stable 
population west of 
Harvard Square; more 
transient population east 
of Harvard Square. This is 
changing rapidly with 
gentrification taking 
place in neighborhoods 
adjacent to Central 
Square. 

¶ Lower comparative crime rate in 
neighborhoods of Highlands, 
Peabody, Agassiz, Strawberry Hill. 

¶ Higher comparative crime rate in 
Mid-Cambridge, Area 4, 
Cambridgeport. This, however, is 
changing with the stabilization and 
gentrification of housing in these 
areas. Notably, West Cambridge 
has seen a higher crime rate in 
recent years, despite a relatively 
stable population. 

Street Layout Areas with major streets offering 
fast getaways and mass 
transportation show more crime 
clusters than neighborhoods with 
primarily residential streets. 

A mix of major and minor 
streets. 

¶ Higher larceny rates in MIT, East 
Cambridge, Cambridgeport, where 
thieves can make a quick escape 
over the bridges into Boston. 

¶ Higher commercial burglary rate in 
North Cambridge, with multiple 
avenues of escape into nearby 
towns. 
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Factor General Effect Status in Cambridge Effects in Cambridge 
Proximity to Public 
Transportation 

Criminals are often indigent and 
cannot afford cars or other 
expensive forms of 
transportation. Areas near public 
transportation, particularly 
subways, witness a higher crime 
rateτparticularly robbery and 
larcenyτthan more inaccessable 
areas. 

Major public 
transportation system 
offering high-speed rapid 
transit throughout most 
of the city. 

¶ Contributes to clusters of crime 
around Central Square, Harvard 
Square, Porter Square, and 
Alewife, though not much around 
Lechmere and Kendall Square. 

¶ Neighborhoods distant from rapid 
transitτNorth Cambridge, 
Highlands, and Strawberry Hillτ
show lower crime rates with few 
clusters. 

Economic 
conditions, 
including poverty 
level and 
unemployment rate 

Again, criminals are often 
indigent. Areas afflicted by 
poverty show higher burglary, 
robbery, and larceny rates than 
middle-class or wealthy 
neighborhoods. 

Little abject poverty in 
Cambridge. This factor 
probably contributes 
little to the picture of 
crime in Cambridge. 

¶ Possibly some effect on Area 4τ
the neighborhood with the lowest 
mean income. Other factors on 
this list probably have a much 
greater role than economic 
conditions. 

Family conditions 
with respect to 
divorce and family 
cohesiveness 

Larry J. Siegel, author of 
CriminologyΣ ǎŀȅǎΥ άCŀƳƛƭȅ 
relationships have for some time 
been considered a major 
determinant of behavior. Youths 
who grow up in a household 
characterized by conflict and 
tension, where parents are 
absent or separated, or where 
there is a lack of familial love and 
support, will be susceptible to the 
crime-promoting forces in the 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦέ 

According to census data, 
about 15% of the families 
in Cambridge with 
children are single-
parent families.  

¶ The neighborhoods with the 
highest percentage of single-
parent families are 
Inman/Harrington, Area 4, 
Cambridgeport, and North 
Cambridge. However, there are a 
far greater number of factors 
ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎƛƴƎ άŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴέ 
ŀƴŘ άŦŀƳƛƭƛŀƭ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘέ 
than just the number of parents in 
the household. In the end, no 
conclusions on how this affects 
crime can be drawn without more 
data. 

Climate Warmer climates and seasons 
tend to report a higher rate of 
larceny, auto theft, and juvenile-
related crime, while cold seasons 
and climates report more 
robberies and murder. 

A varied climate; warm 
and moist summers, cool 
autums, long cold 
winters. 

¶ High overall larceny, auto theft rate 
in the summer. 

¶ Higher overall robbery rate in the 
winter. 

¶ Burglary rate less tied to climate 
than to specific weather 
conditions; rain and snow produce 
fewer burglaries. 

Operational and 
investigative 
emphasis of the 
police department 

Problem-oriented, informed 
police departments have more 
success controlling certain 
aspects of crime than other 
departments. 

A problem-oriented 
department with an 
emphasis on directed 
patrol and investigation, 
and on crime analysis, 
including quick 
identification of crime 
patterns and rapid 
intervention to curtail 
them. 

¶ Lower overall crime rate across the 
city than would be expected for a 
city of our size and characteristics. 

Attitude of the 
citizenry toward 
crime, including its 
reporting practices 

tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ άƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǇέ 
on crime and the police 
experience an exacerbation of the 
crime problem. 

A population that works 
closely with the police, 
creates numerous 
neighborhood crime 
watches, and is likely to 
report crimes. 

¶ Lower overall crime rate across the 
city than would be expected for a 
city of our size and characteristics. 
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Definition  
 

Murder and non-negligent manslaughter encompasses the willful (non-
negligent) killing of one human being by another. The classification of this 
offense, as for all other Crime Index Offenses, is based solely on police 
investigation as opposed to the determination of a court, medical examiner, 
coroner, jury, or other judicial body. Not included in the count for this 
offense classification are deaths caused by negligence, suicide, or accident; 
justifiable homicides; and attempts to murder or assaults with the intent to 
murder, which are counted as aggravated assaults. 

Statistics 
 
 
 

Five-Year Average 2 
2011 5 
2012 1 
Change from 2011 -80% 
Change from Average -50% 

 

 

Cambridge experienced one murder 
in 2012.  On June 3, 2012, 16-year-
old Charlene Holmes of Cambridge 
was shot while on Willow St and 
later succumbed to her wounds at 
the hospital. The investigation into 
this incident remains active, but no 
arrests have been made to date. 
 
The single homicide in Cambridge 
in 2012 represents a notable drop 
from the five deaths recorded in 
2011. On March 12, 2011, 30-year 
old Cambridge resident James 
Lauture was shot and killed near 
Central Square. This shooting 
remains unsolved. Then during the 
final six weeks of the year, four 

individuals were killed in two separate domestic homicide incidents. Cambridge resident Gylene Verna, 
29, was arrested after she allegedly strangled her 62-year-old father, Guy Verna, to death in her Elm St 
apartment on November 20, 2011. Then on December 9, 2011, retired Bedford police officer John 
Brosnahan reportedly shot three family members, ages 52 to 91, during a disagreement at his Grove St 
home. Brosnahan died of a self-inflicted gunshot wound later that day. 
 

Characteristics of murder in Cambridge 
 
For the 30-year period between 1960 and 1989, the City of Cambridge averaged slightly less than five 
murders per year. The annual average since 1990 has fallen to approximately two per year. Trend 
analysis over recent years points to two recurring murder scenarios in Cambridge: domestic murder, in 
which one spouse is brutally killed by the other in a homicidal rage, and the murder of young males by a 
handgun or knife in acts of retaliatory street violence. 
 

Cambridge murder statistics, 1990-2012 
 
¶ 48 people murdered in 43 incidents (in 4 of the incidents, 2 or more people were killed) 
¶ 30 victims were male (average age of 33) 
¶ 18 victims were female (average age of 43) 
¶ Most common weapons: handguns (22 incidents) and knives (11 incidents) 
¶ 14 of the 43 cases are still under investigation or remain unsolved 
¶ 18 of the 22 cases since 2000 have been cleared by arrest or by the death of the suspect 

 
*Murders are counted by victim rather than incidents; one incident can have multiple victims. 
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Murder in Cambridge, 2000ɀ2012 
(See previous annual reports for information on murders committed during the 1990s.) 

 
Date & 
Time 

Location Victim(s) Offender(s) Story Status 

7/6/2000 
02:06 

101 Hampshire St. 
(Inman/ 
Harrington) 

Jeffrey 
Williams, 33, 
of Cambridge 

Frederick J. 
Howard, 22, of 
Cambridge 

Police responded to a call that someone had 
been shot in the leg at 101 Hampshire St. 
Once on scene Williams was found shot in 
the chest and died later at Mass General 
Hospital. A suspect identified as Howard 
was seen running away from the scene. The 
victim had called a friend stating that the 
man and woman he was out with were 
arguing and that he had escorted the 
woman back to her residence.  

Howard pled 
guilty to voluntary 
manslaughter. 

1/7/2001 
14:30 

Jefferson Park 
(North Cambridge) 

11-month old 
female 

John Forbes, 
30, of Roxbury 

Cambridge police and fire units responded 
to an apartment in Jefferson Park.  When 
officers arrived, they found an eleven-
month-old baby lying on the bed 
unresponsive and not breathing.  The baby 
was transported to the hospital, but later 
ÄÉÅÄȢ  4ÈÅ ÂÁÂÙȭÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȟ *ÏÈÎ &ÏÒÂÅÓ ÏÆ 
Roxbury stated that the baby had choked 
on an orange peel. The medical examiner 
determined that the infant had died from 
massive trauma to her head, consistent 
×ÉÔÈ ȰÓÈÁËÅÎ ÂÁÂÙȱ ÓÙÎÄÒÏÍÅȢ 

Forbes was 
convicted of 2nd 
degree murder. 

2/11/2002 
02:30 

522 Massachusetts 
Ave. 
(Cambridgeport) 

Azedine 
Lachhab, 42, 
of E. Boston 

Jason Girouard, 
32, of Waltham 

Lachhab died after 11 days in the hospital 
from severe head trauma that resulted from 
a fight at the Hi-Fi in Central Square. 

Girouard was 
found not guilty at 
trial. 

4/5/2002 
01:48 

315 Massachusetts 
Ave.  
(Area 4)  

Ian Gray, 19, 
of   
Mattapan 

Black male An argument that transpired inside the 
Rhythm & Spice restaurant spilled out onto 
Mass Ave. One person left the scene of the 
argument and then returned with 7-8 more 
people when a fight ensued. A knife was 
produced during the fight, and four 
gunshots were fired, fatally wounding Gray.  

Ongoing 
investigation. 

4/17/2002 
22:43 

16 Worcester St. 
(Area 4) 

Desiree 
Saunders, 36, 
of Cambridge 

Scott 
Saunders, 37, of 
Cambridge 

Police arrived to the scene to find the victim 
lying on her back in her bed with gunshot 
wounds. Her assailant and husband was 
found at the foot of the bed with one 
gunshot wound to his head after he had 
committed suicide.  

Scott Saunders 
committed 
suicide. 

6/17/2002 
19:04 

167 Windsor St. 
(Area 4) 

Ricardo 
Williams, 27, 
of Malden 

Unknown Police responded to possible gunshots to 
ÆÉÎÄ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÒÉÖÅÒȭÓ ÓÅÁÔ ÏÆ Á ΨΦΦΨ 
Infiniti with gunshot wounds to the left side 
of his face. Williams was taken to 
Cambridge City Hospital where he was 
pronounced dead.  

Ongoing 
investigation. 

6/18/2002 
17:55 

Aberdeen Ave. & 
Huron Ave. 
(Strawberry Hill) 

Sean A. 
Howard, 19, 
of Dorchester 

Andrew Power-
Koch, 20, of 
Cambridge 

Power-Koch confessed to accidentally 
shooting his best friend, Howard, in the 
chest at in the area of the railroad tracks. 

Power-Koch was 
found guilty of 
manslaughter. 

10/21/2002 
02:40 

29 Newtowne Ct. 
(Area 4)  

Gregory 
Robinson of 
Boston 

Anthony Jakes, 
23, of Milton 

Robinson and Jakes got into an altercation 
ÉÎ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍȭÓ ÁÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔȢ  *ÁËÅÓ 
then stabbed Robinson and fled.  Jakes later 
turned himself into police custody.  
Robinson was taken to Mass General 
Hospital where he died the following day. 

Jakes was found 
not guilty at trial. 

4/12/2003 
01:52 

Western Ave. &  
Jay St. 
(Riverside) 

Michael 
Colono, 18, of 
Cambridge 

Alexander 
Pring-Wilson, 
25, of 
Cambridge 

Colono and Pring-Wilson were outside of 
the Pizza Ring when they got into a verbal 
altercation.  The altercation escalated and 
Pring-Wilson stabbed Colono to death.   

In a retrial, Pring-
Wilson pled guilty 
to involuntary 
manslaughter and 
was sentenced to 
2 years in prison. 
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Date & 
Time 

Location Victim(s) Offender(s) Story Status 

6/8/2003 
15:55 

2067 Mass. Ave. 
(North Cambridge) 

Robert Scott, 
26, of 
Cambridge 

Markendy 
Jean, 26, of 
Malden 

Scott was waiting for the bus with his 
girlfriend when Jean started shooting at 
him.  Scott ran into the parking lot of the 
Kentucky Fried Chicken while Jean 
continued to shoot, striking him and killing 
him on scene.  Jean fled to Florida but later 
turned himself in to authorities.  

Jean was 
convicted of 2nd 
degree murder 
and sentenced to 
life in prison. 

11/24/2003 
00:30 

124 Berkshire St. 
(Inman/Harrington) 

Mary 
Toomey, 75, 
of Cambridge 

Anthony 
DiBenedetto, 
47, of 
Cambridge 

DiBenedetto had been living with Toomey 
for about seven years when they got into an 
argument and DiBenedetto stabbed 
Toomey in the neck.  Toomey fell to the 
ground and DiBenedetto then stabbed her 
in the back two times and put her body in a 
duffle bag.  Police later found the duffle bag 
ÉÎ 4ÏÏÍÅÙȭÓ ÁÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÒÅÓÔÅÄ 
DiBenedetto. 

DiBenedetto was 
sentenced to life 
in prison. 

2/24/2005 
14:15 

152 Berkshire St. 
(Inman/ 
Harrington) 

Andrea 
Harvey, 27, of 
Cambridge 

Damion Linton, 
of Cambridge 

Linton was charged with strangling his wife 
of one year.  Her body was found by her 
parents in her apartment in Inman Square. 

Linton was 
sentenced to life 
in prison without 
parole. 

8/6/2005 
12:14 

17 Warren St. 
(Inman/ 
Harrington) 

Regina 
Antoine, 8 & 
Benita 
Antoine, 76, 
both of 
Cambridge 

Kevin 
Robinson, of 
Cambridge 

Robinson was charged with murder and 
arson after using gasoline to light a building 
on fire, causing the deaths of a 
grandmother and her young 
granddaughter. 

Robinson was 
found guilty of 
two counts of 2nd 
degree murder. 

3/18/2006 
23:53 

144 Hamilton St. 
(Cambridgeport) 

Corey Davis, 
19, of 
Cambridge 

Ahmad Bright, 
17, of 
Dorchester, 
Sherrod Bright, 
22, of 
Dorchester, 
and Remele 
Ahart, 21, of 
Chelsea 

Davis and his cousin were walking down 
Hamilton St. when a car drove past and 
someone opened fire on them, striking and 
killing Davis. Ahart and Ahmad Bright were 
arrested in connection with this shooting in 
June 2006. Sherrod Bright was arrested in 
Nov. 2008. 

Ahart was found 
guilty of 1st degree 
murder.  A. Bright 
was found guilty 
of 2nd degree 
murder. S. Bright 
pled guilty to 
manslaughter. 

3/28/2006 
01:13 

512 Mass Ave 
(Cambridgeport) 

Doowensky 
Nazaire, 22, 
of Somerville 

Elysee Bresilla, 
28, of 
Roslindale 

Nazaire died from two gunshot wounds to 
the upper torso after Bresilla allegedly shot 
him while he was standing in front of the 
Phoenix Landing. 

Bresilla was found 
guilty of 1st degree 
murder and 
sentenced to life 
in prison w/o 
parole. 

6/26/2008 
22:49 

211 Elm St E. 
(Inman/Harrington) 

Steven 
Raftery, 42, of 
Cambridge 

James Foley, 
39, of 
Cambridge 

Foley allegedly stabbed Raftery two times 
in the chest during an argument in the 
basement at this address. Raftery was 
pronounced dead at the scene and Foley 
was arrested the next day. 

Foley was found 
guilty of 2nd 
degree murder 
and sentenced to 
life in prison. 

1/28/2009 
10:15 

26 Smith Pl. 
(Highlands) 

Maurice 
Ricketts, 33, 
of Malden 

Clyde Howard, 
65, of Brookline  

Howard and Ricketts were in a verbal 
dispute when Howard pulled out a handgun 
and shot Ricketts in the head. Ricketts was 
transported to the hospital and pronounced 
dead shortly thereafter. 

Howard was found 
guilty of 1st degree 
murder. 
 

5/18/2009 
16:45 

Dunster St & Mt. 
Auburn St 
(HARVARD UNIV. 
CRIME) 

Justin Cosby, 
21, of 
Cambridge 

Jabrai Jordan 
Copney, 20, 
Blayn Jiggetts, 
19, and Jason 
Aquino, 23, all 
from New York 

Cosby was shot and killed inside Kirkland 
House (a Harvard University dormitory) 
during a drug-related robbery perpetrated 
by Copney, Jiggetts, and Aquino. Copney 
was the alleged shooter. 

Copney was found 
guilty of 1st degree 
murder.  Jiggetts 
and Aquino both 
pled guilty to 
manslaughter. 

6/16/2009 
03:05 

341 Rindge Ave 
(North Cambridge) 

Jason Ellcock, 
33, formerly 
of Cambridge 

Unknown Jason Ellcock was found with multiple 
gunshot wounds in front of the driveway to 
362/364 Rindge Ave. He was pronounced 
dead at the scene.  Incident remains under 
investigation. 

Ongoing 
investigation. 
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Date & 
Time 

Location Victim(s) Offender(s) Story Status 

3/12/2011 
00:15 

Watson St & 
Brookline St 
(Cambridgeport) 

James 
Lauture, 30, 
of Cambridge 

Unknown Lauture was shot and killed while sitting in 
ÔÈÅ ÄÒÉÖÅÒȭÓ ÓÅÁÔ ÏÆ Á ÖÅÈÉÃÌÅ ÐÁÒËÅÄ ÁÔ 
Watson & Brookline St. 

Ongoing 
investigation. 

11/20/2011 
10:30 

77 Elm St 
(Area 4) 

Guy Verna, 
62, of 
Cambridge 

Gylene Verna, 
29, of 
Cambridge 

Gylene Verna allegedly strangled and killed 
her father, Guy Verna, during a verbal 
altercation at her apartment. 

Verna is awaiting 
trial. 

12/9/2011 
18:35 

161 Grove St 
(Strawberry Hill) 

Mary Pizzuto, 
91, of 
Cambridge, 
Patrick 
Pizzuto, 63, of 
Lexington, & 
Robert 
Pizzuto, 52, of 
Arlington 

John 
Brosnahan, 68, 
of Cambridge 

John Brosnahan, a retired Bedford police 
officer, allegedly shot and killed his mother-
in-law and two of his brothers-in-law during 
a disagreement at his residence. Brosnahan 
fled the scene and was found later that 
evening in Brighton where he died from a 
self-inflicted gunshot wound. 

John Brosnahan 
committed 
suicide. 

6/3/2012 
20:00 

34 Willow St 
(Inman/Harrington) 

Charlene 
Holmes, 16, of 
Cambridge 

Unknown Charlene Holmes was shot while standing 
outside a residence on Willow Street. She 
was transported to the hospital with 
apparent gunshot wounds where she 
succumbed to her injuries. 

Ongoing 
investigation. 

 
 

Murder across the state and nation in 2011* 
 
In ςπρρȟ ÔÈÅ &")ȭÓ 5ÎÉÆÏÒÍ #ÒÉÍÅ 2ÅÐÏÒÔÓ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÅÄ ÁÎ ÅÓÔÉÍÁÔÅÄ ρτȟφρς ÍÕÒÄÅÒÓ ÎÁÔÉÏÎ×ÉÄÅȟ 
representing a decrease of 0.7% from the 14,722 homicides reported in 2010. When population is taken 
into account, the murder rate experienced a decrease of 1.5% from the previous year. Over the past 10 
years (from 2002 to 2011), the national murder rate has dropped 16.8%. 
 
The murder rate in Massachusetts is well below that for the nation as a whole. In 2011, Massachusetts 
reported 2.8 murders per 100,000 residents, while the national rate in 2011 was 4.7 per 100,000. 
"ÏÓÔÏÎ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÊÏÒÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÈÏÍÉÃÉÄÅÓȟ ÁÓ ÉÔ ÄÉÄ ÉÎ ςπρρ ×ÉÔÈ φσ ÈÏÍÉÃÉÄÅÓȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ 
14% below the 73 homicides the city saw in 2010. None of the towns surrounding Cambridge 
(Arlington, Belmont, Brookline, Somerville, and Watertown) reported any homicides in 2011. Only a few 
Massachusetts cities and towns reported more than two murders in 2011. Those reporting four or more 
were Boston (63), Springfield (20), Worcester (11), Lawrence (10), Brockton (9), Holyoke (4), New 
Bedford (4), Pittsfield (4), and Weymouth (4). 
 
*Statistics for 2012 are not yet available. 
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Definition  
 
Sexual intercourse with a male or female, either forcibly and against 
ÔÈÁÔ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ×ÉÌÌȟ ÏÒ ÎÏÎ-forcibly but when the victim is incapable of 
giving consent because of temporary mental or physical incapacity, or 
because of youth. Assaults with intent to commit rape are included. 
Statutory rape (without force), incest, molestation, and other sex 
offenses are excluded.  

Statistics 
 

Five-Year Average 21 
2011 23 
2012 23 
Change from 2011 0% 
Change from Average +10% 

 

 
 
The Cambridge Police Department 
Sexual Assault Unit reports that 
there were 23 rapes in 2012, a 
number that remains unchanged 
from the previous year. Three of 
the twentyɀthree sexual assaults 
reported in 2012 occurred on a 
calendar date prior to that year. 
This is a trend that we have been 
observing over the past few years 
with 10%ɀ25% of the crimes 
involving domestic or 
supervisory-positioned assailants 
as suspects being reported long 
after the original date of the 
incident. 

 
Ten of the rapes in 2012 involved acquaintances, five were domestic situations, seven involved a contact 
scenario with the offender being someone the victim had met in a public place, and one was a stranger-
to-stranger rape. 
 
The one strangerɀtoɀstranger rape in Cambridge in 2012 involved a female that was followed and 
blitzed in a high pedestrian activity area late at night. No one has been identified in this crime, but it 
remains under investigation. 
 
Given the tendency for rape statistics to fluctuate each year, projecting future totals is a risky business at 
best. The actual number of stranger-to-stranger rapes each yearɂbetween one and fiveɂremains 
extremely low. 
 

Categories of rape 
 
¶ Acquaintance Rapes are non-domestic rapes committed by someone who knows the victim. 

They include rapes of co-workers, schoolmates, friends, and other acquaintances, including 
ȰÄÁÔÅ ÒÁÐÅÓȢȱ 4ÅÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ô×ÅÎÔÙ-three incidents in 2012 were perpetrated by acquaintances. 

¶ Blitz Rapes are rapes in which 
ÔÈÅ ÓÕÓÐÅÃÔ ȰÃÏÍÅÓ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ 
ÎÏ×ÈÅÒÅȢȱ 5ÓÕÁÌÌÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÁÔÔÁÃËÅÒ ÉÓ 
a stranger but this is not 
necessarily the case. Among all of 
the categorizations of rape, the 

Rapes by Category 
Year Acquaintance Contact Blitz Domestic Total 

2010 9 1 5 8 23 

2011 14 2 2 5 23 

2012 20 7 1 5 23 
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ÂÌÉÔÚ ÒÁÐÅȟ ÏÒ ȰÓÔÒÅÅÔ ÒÁÐÅȟȱ ÔÅÎÄÓ ÔÏ ÉÎÖÏËÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÆÅÁÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÖerage citizen. There was one 
blitz rape recorded in Cambridge in 2012.  

¶ Contact Rapes are rapes in which the suspect contacts the victim and tries to gain his/her 
confidence before assaulting him/her. Contact rapists typically pick up their victims in bars and 
lure them into their cars or houses, or otherwise try to coerce the victim into a situation in 
which they can begin their assault. There were seven incidents in Cambridge in 2012 that fit into 
this category. 

¶ Domestic Rapes involve rapes between spouses, romantic partners, or family members. Five 
domestic rapes were reported in 2012. 

 

Rape across the state and nation in 2011*  
 
¶ 4ÈÅ &")ȭÓ 5ÎÉÆÏÒÍ #ÒÉÍÅ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ÆÏÒ ςπρρ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ ÔÈÁÔȡ 

 
¶ There were an estimated 83,425 forcible rapes reported to law enforcement in 2011. This 

estimate was 2.5% lower than the 2010 estimate and 9.5% and 12.4% lower than the 2007 and 
2002 estimates, respectively. 

 
¶ Rapes by force comprised 93% of the reported rape offenses in 2011, and attempts accounted 

for 7% of reported rapes. 
 
¶ The rate of forcible rapes in 2011 was estimated at 52.7 per 100,000 female inhabitants. 

 
*Statistics for 2012 are not yet available. 
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Definition  
 
Robbery is the taking or attempted taking of anything of value from 
another person by violence, threat of violence, or putting the victim in 
fear. Unlike larceny or theft, it involves a direct confrontation between 
ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÅÎÄÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÖÉÃÔÉÍȢ )ÎÃÉÄÅÎÔÓ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÁÓ ȰÍÕÇÇÉÎÇÓȟȱ ȰÐÕÒÓÅ 
ÓÎÁÔÃÈÉÎÇÓȟȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÈÏÌÄ-ÕÐÓȱ ÁÒÅ ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ ÒÏbberies. 

Statistics 
 

Five-Year Average 161 
2011 147 
2012 128 
Change from 2011 -13% 
Change from Average -21% 

 

 
Over a four-year span from 2001 
to 2004, robberies in the City 
slowly increased. This trend 
ended in 2005, and robberies 
continued to decrease until 2007, 
at which point robberies reached 
a 20-year low. This downward 
trend ended in 2008 with a 
reported overall increase of 10%. 
Following the increase in 2008, 
robberies have again been 
steadily dropping, and in 2012, 
overall robberies decreased by an 
additional 13% to 128 incidents, 
the lowest total reported in at 
least 30 years.   
 

Due to its violent nature, robbery is one of the most feared crimes. For this reason, it is one of the crimes 
most often considered by a citizen when ÈÅ ÏÒ ÓÈÅ ÇÁÕÇÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ȰÓÁÆÅÔÙȱ ÏÆ ÁÎ ÁÒÅÁȢ .ÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÉÓ 
robbery on the minds of local citizens but it is also one of the main concerns of business owners. Often, 
suspects approach their target, threatening to cause harm if the victim does not relinquish money or 

property. Weapons are brandished in some incidents, 
ÂÕÔ Á ÓÕÓÐÅÃÔ ÍÁÙ ÓÉÍÐÌÙ ÒÅÌÙ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍȭÓ ÐÅÒÃÅÉÖÅÄ 
fear of harm. Most incidents involve little physical 
contact between the suspect and victim, and often 
result in no harm to the victim, especially when they 
ÃÏÍÐÌÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÓÐÅÃÔȭÓ ÄÅÍÁÎÄÓȢ 

 

Commercial robbery 
 
Commercial robbery is described as the taking 
by force or threat of force anything of value 
from the care or custody of a commercial or 
financial establishment. Examples of this crime 
include a bank heist, a cab stick-up, and a 
convenience store hold-up. Commercial 
incidents tend to occur early in the morning or 
late into the night. 
 
From 1970 to 1990, Cambridge averaged 100 
commercial robberies annually. Throughout the 
1990s, the number of robberies decreased 

Robberies by category 
Category 2011 2012 Change 

Commercial Robbery 34 16 -53% 

Street Robbery 113 112 -1% 

Total 147 128 -13% 
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dramatically to an average of 45 a year (with a high in 1990 of 102 and a low in 1999 of 18). From 2000 
to 2005, the number of commercial robberies slowly increased, until 2006 when a decrease of nearly 
50% was reported. Commercial robberies have remained low ever since, ranging from a high of 41 in 
2007 to a 20-year low of 16 in 2012. 
 
Commercial robberies fell by 18 incidents in 2012, yielding a 53% decrease from 2011. The business 
district that experienced the most commercial robberies this year was Harvard Square with four 
incidents, followed by Porter Square with three incidents. These two districts accounted for 44% of all 
commercial robberies that occurred in 2012. 
 
Banks were the most common target for commercial robberies in 2012 for the third consecutive year. 
Banks accounted for six incidents, or 38% of the total. Two bank robberies occurred in January, while 
March, May, June, and August each had one. All six bank robberies resulted in arrests or suspects being 
identified. All took place on weekdays, with the majority occurring between 1:50 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. The 
May robbery, which took place at the Cambridge Savings Bank in Inman Square, was perpetrated by 
Scott Kellerer of South Boston; he was arrested after he was tracked with a GPS device as he attempted 
to flee on an MBTA bus in Somerville. 
 
Drug store robberies accounted for five of the 
commercial robberies in 2012. Most of these 
robberies occurred during the early evening 
and all took place before midnight. A firearm 
was shown in three incidents and a knife was 
displayed in one of the robberies. One suspect 
claimed to have a bomb, which was later found 
to be false. No location was targeted more than 
once, but two separate pharmacies on 
Cambridge St (one in East Cambridge and one 
in Inman Square) were robbed by the same 
armed suspect in April and November. 
 
There were two gas station robberies reported in 2012, one in June and one in September. The first 
occurred at the Sunoco station on Massachusetts Ave and the second was at the Fresh Pond Gas Station 
on Concord Ave. These robberies were committed in the early mornings. No arrests were made, but the 
suspect in the September robbery was unable to acquire any cash.   
 
The following incidents are some of the other more notable commercial robberies this year: 
 
¶ In June, a suspect entered the Whole Foods store on River St and attempted to conceal items on 

her person. Loss prevention approached the suspect and attempted to stop her and an 
altercation arose. The suspect pushed the employee down a stairwell and attempted to flee the 
area. Officers were able to catch and arrest the suspect. 

 
¶ In November, an unknown suspect hid inside a retail store at the Galleria. This suspect remained 

hidden in a closet until after closing time, then brandished a firearm and tied up the employees 
that were still inside the store. The suspect fled with an unspecified amount of cash. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Commercial robberies by location type 
Type 2010 2011 2012 Change 

Bank/Armored Car 5 12 6 -50% 

Drug Store 1 0 5 Incalc. 

Gas Station 3 2 2 0% 

Misc. Retail 3 5 2 -60% 

Convenience/Grocery 5 9 1 -89% 

Café/Restaurant 2 2 0 -100% 

Taxi Cab 0 4 0 -100% 

Jewelry Store 1 0 0 0% 

Electronics/Computer 2 0 0 0% 

Total 22 34 16 -53% 
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Street robbery 
 
Street robbery involves all robberies committed 
against individuals, as opposed to commercial 
ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÍÅÎÔÓȢ $ÅÓÐÉÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅȟ Á ȰÓÔÒÅÅÔȱ 
robbery does not necessarily have to occur on 
the street, although the majority of them do. 
%ØÁÍÐÌÅÓ ÏÆ ÓÔÒÅÅÔ ÒÏÂÂÅÒÉÅÓ ÁÒÅ ȰÍÕÇÇÉÎÇÓȟȱ 
ȰÃÁÒÊÁÃËÉÎÇÓȟȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÐÕÒÓÅ ÓÎÁÔÃÈÉÎÇÓȢȱ 4ÈÅ 
number of street robberies reported in 2012 
decreased by one incident compared to 2011, 
translating to a 1% drop. This marks the third 
consecutive year in which street robbery has 
shown a decline. This translates to a 26% 
decline since the last recorded increase in 2009. 

 
Street robberies historically take place 
during the evening hours, particularly 
after drinking establishments close, 
and in dark areas. The number of 
street robberies across each 
neighborhood varies widely, which is 
a reflection of the residential and 
commercial mixture in each area. For 
example, Cambridgeport, East 
Cambridge, and Area 4 are more 
densely populated than other 
neighborhoods and are closer to train 
stations and drinking establishments. 
These are factors that contribute to 
higher numbers of potential targets 
for street robbers. Individuals can 
become targets when they are walking 
alone late at night, distracted or 
intoxicated. The neighborhood that 

experienced the most robberies in 2012 was Area 4, accounting for 21%, or 24 of the total 112 incidents. 
Cambridgeport had the next highest number with 14 incidents, or 13% of the total. 
 
Of the 2012 incidents, 80% involved the use or threat of a weapon. The most commonly used weapons 
were hands and/or feet (54 incidents), knives (15 incidents), and handguns/ implied guns (13 
incidents).  
 
During the first quarter of 2012, there was only one street robbery pattern. This pattern involved a 
violent but unarmed offender who was robbing females walking alone late at night. The first two 
incidents occurred on consecutive nights in late March in Mid-Cambridge and Agassiz. Both victims were 
wearing headphones at the time of the robberies. This pattern continued into the second quarter with as 
many as five other similar incidents throughout Cambridge and Brookline targeting cell phones and 
purses. This series subsided in April. 
 
There was one other notable robbery pattern during the second quarter. In mid-June, a late night/early 
morning pattern emerged involving multiple youths as suspects. These youths would approach a victim, 
ask a question, then assault and rob the victim, typically targeting cell phones. Four robberies in 
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Street robberies by neighborhood 

Neighborhood 
5-Yr. 
Avg. 

2011 2012 
Change 

from Avg. 

East Cambridge 16 18 10 -38% 

MIT 2 2 1 -50% 

Inman/Harrington 11 14 9 -18% 

Area 4 20 11 14 -30% 

Cambridgeport 22 19 14 -36% 

Mid-Cambridge 15 17 11 -27% 

Riverside 10 12 10 0% 

Agassiz 4 2 0 -100% 

Peabody 8 3 10 +25% 

West Cambridge 12 9 13 +8% 

North Cambridge 12 6 9 -25% 

Cambridge Highlands 2 0 1 -50% 

Strawberry Hill 1 0 0 -100% 

Total 134 113 102 -24% 

 



Part I Crimes: Robbery 
 

26 | Cambridge Police Annual Crime Report  2012 

Cambridge (in East Cambridge, Inman, and Area 4) and one in Somerville were believed to be committed 
by these suspects, two of whom were arrested after they were linked to the pattern by way of 
fingerprints. The pattern ceased after these arrests in late June.  
 
No defined street robberies emerged anywhere in the city during the third quarter of 2012. 
 
During the fourth quarter, two unrelated, brief series of robberies were reported. In late October, two 
female victims walking alone on separate nights in the periphery of Harvard Square were robbed by an 
unknown male suspect riding a bicycle. No suspects were located and no additional incidents were 
reported. Then in early December, four incidents were reported all within a week of each other in 
neighborhoods bordering Harvard Square (Mid-Cambridge, Riverside, Agassiz, and Peabody), but they 
did not unanimously share the same characteristics besides all occurring in December.  Although each 
incident involved only a single offender, the suspect descriptions varied. Three of the four street robbery 
incidents in this pattern involved the suspect striking the victim in the face and stealing his or her cell 
phone before fleeing the area. The suspect in the fourth incident displayed a knife and attempted to steal 
money. 
 

Five historical street robbery hot spots 
 

1. Central Square , specifically the area of Massachusetts Avenue between Washington and 
Franklin Streets, down Pearl Street. This is a prime location for homeless-on-homeless 
robberies. These are mostly predatory, but also purse snatchings can be concentrated here in 
the late afternoon and late evening.   

2. CambridgeSide Galleria , including the Lechmere MBTA Station area. These usually involve 
juveniles robbing each other between 3:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

3. Harvard Square , around Church Street, Brattle Street and Harvard Yard. Predatory robberies in 
the late evening mixed with early evening pack robberies. 

4. Russell Field and the Alewife MBTA Station . The 300-400 blocks of Rindge Avenue hold the 
major concentration for these incidents. Pack robberies target people leaving the station and 
ȰÂÕÌÌÙÂÏÙȱ ÒÏÂÂÅÒÉÅÓ ÔÁÒÇÅÔ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÍÁÔÅÓ ÃÒÏÓÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÅÌÄȢ  

5. Upper Cambridgeport , specifically the area surrounded by Franklin and Erie Streets, between 
Brookline and Pleasant Streets. These incidents are predatory in nature and are concentrated 
during the late night and predawn hours of the weekend.   

 
As stated, street robberies can take place in many different locations, including shopping malls, MBTA 
stations, and parking lots. Still, about 79% of all street robberies in 2012 occurred on a street, sidewalk, 
or in a parking lot. As for some of the other notable premise types, eight of the robberies this year took 
place in residences or apartment buildings, and three each were reported in ATMs and parks. About 
49% of the street robberies throughout the city happened between 7:00 p.m. and 1:00 a.m. This is a 
common timeframe for robberies to occur because people are walking home after work or are out when 
the bars close. 
 
Our Crime Analysis Unit breaks down street robbery incidents into categorizations of similar types for 
ÍÏÒÅ ÁÃÃÕÒÁÔÅ ÁÎÁÌÙÓÉÓȢ !ÐÐÒÏØÉÍÁÔÅÌÙ τφϷ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÒÅÅÔ ÒÏÂÂÅÒÉÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ȰÐÒÅÄÁÔÏÒÙȟȱ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍ 
was approached by one or two suspects, threatened, and robbed. The second most common type of 
street robberies were pack robberies involving three or more suspects, which accounted for 14% of the 
total. Homeless robberies accounted for 10% of the robberies this year, while domestic robberies and 
robberies by acquaintances accounted for 8% of the total.   
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Frequently occurring street robbery scenarios 
 
A long-term trend analysis of street robberies in Cambridge reveals a number of frequently recurring 
scenarios. The number in parenthesis after the category indicates how frequently that categorization 
occurred in Cambridge this past year: 
 

¶ Acquaintance Robberies  (5): Related to domestic robbery and homeless robbery (read below), 
acquaintance robberies are committed by someone the victim knows. Common scenarios include 
drinking buddies robbing each other after a night at the bar, friends turning on each other, and 
robberies between co-workers. 

¶ ATM Robberies  (3): In this type of robbery, the suspect may approach the victim immediately 
after the victim withdraws money from an ATM and demand that he or she hand over the cash, or 
the suspect may wait behind the victim as they make a transaction, then take the money directly 
from the ATM and run. An ATM robbery can also occur when suspects approach a victim on the 
street, threaten the victim by displaying or implying a weapon, and demand the victim go to an 
ATM and withdraw money for them.  

¶ Bikejackers  (3): Juvenile robberies where the primary property targets are bicycles.  

¶ Bully Boys  (2): Juvenile robberies of intimidation. In most occurrences, the victim knows the 
perpetrators. Committed by and against school-aged youths, they occur on the way home from 
school, or at playgrounds, malls, parks, or skating rinks. They usually involve two to four juveniles 
strong-arming their victims, stealing such things as cell phones, MP3 players, or lunch money. 

¶ Carjacking  (0): In this scenario, a predator confronts a victim entering or exiting his or her car, or 
when stopped at a traffic light. The robber orders the victim out of the car and demands the keys. 

¶ Dial -A-Victim  (1): These robberies target delivery service personnel. In these situations, suspects 
usually brandish a knife or gun to intercept a delivery person.  

¶ Domestic  (4): A scenario in which someone close to the victim, like a family member, romantic 
partner, or roommate, takes money or property from them by the use or threat of violence. 

¶ Drug Deal (4): Typically drug deals gone awry. 

¶ Home Invasion  (2): One of the most serious robbery types. Home invasions involve robbers 
ÅÎÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÖÉÃÔÉÍÓȭ ÈÏÍÅÓȟ ÓÕÂÄÕÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÒÏÂÂÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÍÅȢ &ÏÒÔÕÎÁÔÅÌÙ ÔÈis type 
of robbery is rare in Cambridge, and when it occurs, the victim generally knows the perpetrator.   

¶ Homeless Robberies  (11): These are incidents of homeless people robbing each other. The 
majority of these robberies occur in the vicinity of Central and Harvard Squares, or at various 
shelters. The victim is usually acquainted with the perpetrator, and in many cases, both are 
intoxicated. Property stolen ranges from a bottle of wine to a blanket or a pair of shoes. 

¶ Pack Robberies (16): In this situation, a group of three or more individuals will target victims 
around shopping malls, MBTA stations, streets, or recreational areas. The robberies are not always 
premeditated and the typical victim is often a male between the ages of 15-25, walking alone. 

¶ Predatory Robberies  (52): This type of street robbery has the most pronounced effect on a 
ÃÉÔÉÚÅÎȭÓ ÐÅÒÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÓÁÆÅÔÙȢ 0ÒÅÄÁÔÏÒÙ ÒÏÂÂÅÒÉÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÓÙÎÏÎÙÍÏÕÓ ×ÉÔÈ ȰÍÕÇÇÉÎÇÓȢȱ )Î ÔÈÅ ÔÙÐÉÃÁÌ 
scenario, one or two men approach the victim with a knife or gun and demand cash. Cambridge 
typically experiences more two-person predatory robberies than any other type.  

¶ Purse Snatch (9): The purse-snatcher is generally unarmed and has little intent to cause injury. 
!ÆÔÅÒ ȰÃÁÓÉÎÇȱ Á ÖÉÃÔÉÍɂusually a female carrying a purse or bagɂthis robber approaches quickly 
ÏÎ ÆÏÏÔ ÏÒ ÏÎ Á ÂÉÃÙÃÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÎÁÔÃÈÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÉÔÅÍ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÃÔÉÍȭÓ ÈÁÎÄÓ ÏÒ ÏÆÆ ÈÅÒ ÓÈÏÕÌÄÅÒ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ 
ÓÈÅ ÈÁÓ Á ÃÈÁÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÃÔȟ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÎÇ Á ȰÂÏÄÙ ÃÈÅÃËȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓȢ 



Part I Crimes: Robbery 
 

28 | Cambridge Police Annual Crime Report  2012 

 

 
 



Aggravated Assault 
 

29 | Cambridge Police Annual Crime Report  2012 

Definition  
 

An attack by one person on another for the purpose of inflicting severe 
ÂÏÄÉÌÙ ÉÎÊÕÒÙȢ 4Ï ÂÅ ÁÎ ȰÁÇÇÒÁÖÁÔÅÄ ÁÓÓÁÕÌÔȱ ÁÓ ÏÐÐÏÓÅÄ ÔÏ Á ȰÓÉÍÐÌÅ 
ÁÓÓÁÕÌÔȟȱ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÉÍÅ ÍÕÓÔ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇȡ υɊ Á ×ÅÁÐÏÎ 
capable of causing death or severe injury (e.g., a gun, knife, or blunt 
object); 2) a method of assault capable of causing death or severe injury 
(e.g., pushing someone down the stairs); or 3) actual severe bodily injury 
(e.g., a punch that fractures the vÉÃÔÉÍȭÓ ÎÏÓÅɊȢ 

Statistics 
 

Five-Year Average 258 
2011 261 
2012 262 
Change from 2011 0% 
Change from Average +2% 

 

 

Aggravated assaults rise from the 
ȰÈÅÁÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÍÅÎÔȟȱ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÌÉËÅ 
robberies, rarely involve personal 
gain (assaults that do involve thefts 
ÁÒÅ ÃÏÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ2ÏÂÂÅÒÙȱ 
section). Although a serious and 
dangerous crime, the average 
citizen has little to fear from a 
random aggravated assault: two-
thirds of assault victims know their 
attackers personally. Although we 
provide statistics by neighborhood, 
the risk of aggravated assaults 
derives more from dangerous 
relationships than dangerous areas. 
 
Aggravated assaults in Cambridge 

peaked in the early 1990s (violent crime was very high throughout the country during that period) and 
fell significantly between 1993 and 2001. For the past decade, it has remained static, with some small 
year-by-year fluctuations but no overall trend. Incidents in 2012 were within a single number of both 
the 5-year average and the 2011 total. But in considering a assault statistics, we must keep in mind that 
the crime exhibits variable reporting rates. Many assault victims, particularly if they are not seriously 
injured, are reluctant to report the crimes. 
 

Aggravated assaults by neighborhood 

Neighborhood 
5-Yr. 
Avg. 

2011 2012 
Change 

from Avg. 
Population 

2012 
Rate/10000 

East Cambridge 27 20 28 +4% 9234 30 

MIT 4 4 3 -25% 5057 6 

Inman/Harrington 32 39 26 -19% 6516 40 

Area 4 40 32 32 -20% 6792 47 

Cambridgeport 41 46 47 +15% 12220 39 

Mid-Cambridge 19 16 30 +58% 12991 23 

Riverside 25 35 25 0% 12695 20 

Agassiz 6 7 1 -83% 4977 2 

Peabody 11 9 11 0% 11399 10 

West Cambridge 17 20 20 +18% 8023 25 

North Cambridge 28 24 30 +7% 11908 25 

Cambridge Highlands 3 3 4 +33% 832 48 

Strawberry Hill 6 6 5 -17% 2518 20 

Total 258 261 262 +2% 105,162 25 
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Aggravated assault by relationship 

 
Although making up only 35% of all 
ÁÓÓÁÕÌÔÓȟ ȰÓÔÒÁÎÇÅÒȱ is the largest single 
category, comprised of most of the cases in 
ÔÈÅ ȰÒÁÎÄÏÍȟȱ ȰÔÒÁÆÆÉÃȾÐÁÒËÉÎÇȟȱ ȰÂÁÒȾ 
ÁÌÃÏÈÏÌȟȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÏÎ ÐÏÌÉÃÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÅÒȱ ÃÁÔÅÇÏÒÉÅÓȢ 
But the other categories combined 
ÏÕÔ×ÅÉÇÈ ȰstraÎÇÅÒÓȱ ÂÙ Ô×Ï ÔÏ ÏÎÅȠ ÆÏÒ 
the majority of aggravated assault victims, 
violence comes from a familiar place: 
intimate partners, spouses, parents, 
children, friends, customers, co-workers, 
and other relationships. Simple assaults, 
disputes, and other incidents between the 
offender and victim often precede an 
aggravated assault.  
 

Aggravated assault by categorization 

 

 
In any year, domestic assaults typically 
account for between 30 and 40 percent of 
the total. These involve a number of 
relationships, but as the chart above 
shows, are most common among intimate 
partners and ex-intimate partners, 
spouses and ex-spouses, and parents and 
children. These unique circumstances are 
ÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ$ÏÍÅÓÔÉÃ #ÒÉÍÅÓȱ section 
of this report, as aggravated assault is 
only one of many crimes that such 
abusive relationships might generate. 
 

 

Notable findings on aggravated assault in 2012 
 

Á 11, or 4%, of the aggravated assaults in 2012 resulted in serious injury. These included three 
domestic incidents; three bar fights; an incident in which an angry customer broke a retail 
ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÅȭÓ ÆÉÎÇÅÒȠ ÁÎ ÁÓÓÁÕÌÔ ÏÎ Á ÐÏÌÉÃÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÅÒ ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ remove a disoriented man from 
the street; and an incident in which one homeless person hit another in the face with a blunt 
object while he was sleeping. 

Á 10 of the 16 bar-related aggravated assaults took place within one block of Massachusetts 
Avenue between MIT and Central Square. Most were after midnight. 

Á The most common weapon used in aggravated assaults was hands and feet (38%), followed by 
knives (13%) and bottles or glass (10%). Only three assaults in 2012 involved the use of a 
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firearm, though there were also 20 robberies and one homicide involving guns. In none of the 
aggravated assault incidents involving a firearm was a shot fired. 

Á 46% of incidents resulted in an arrest on scene, compared to 26% of simple assaults. 

 
 
Simple assault 
 
In analyzing aggravated assault, 
ÉÔȭÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÔÁÂÓ ÏÎ 
simple assault as well. (The 
difference between the two is 
often a matter of luck rather than 
intent.) Since simple assaults do 
not result in serious injury and do 
not involve the use of a deadly 
weapon, the underreporting rate 
is probably even higher than for 
aggravated assault. 
 
In the past decade, simple assault 
has shown a similar trend as 
aggravated assault, bottoming out 
in the mid-2000s and remaining 
essentially flat since then. Simple 
assaults mirror aggravated 
assaults in categories and 
relationships. 
 
 

Assault victims and offenders by age 

 

Age 
Range 

% of 
Population 

(2010) 

% Agg. 
Assault 
Victims 

% Agg. 
Assault 

Offenders 

% Simple 
Assault 
Victims 

% Simple 
Assault 

Offenders 

0ɀ9 7 0 0 1 1 

10ɀ14 3 1 1 4 3 

15ɀ19 7 9 9 7 10 

20ɀ24 16 18 20 13 15 

25ɀ29 17 12 15 18 16 

30ɀ34 12 14 10 12 12 

35ɀ39 7 10 11 10 10 

40ɀ49 9 19 18 18 16 

50ɀ59 9 12 12 13 13 

60ɀ69 8 4 4 4 3 

70ɀ79 4 1 1 1 1 

80+ 3 0 0 0 1 
 

 
Bucking expectations of assaults 
primarily being a juvenile 
phenomenon, the data shows that as 
both victims and offenders, the most 
statistically significant outliers are 
individuals in their late 30s, 40s, and 
50s. These are the populations most 
likely to suffer in the domestic, 
acquaintance, homeless, and bar 
categories. There is a small increase 
for juveniles in their late teens. 
Reported assaults among individuals 
over the age of 60 or under the age 
of 15 (elder abuse and child abuse) 
are both very rare. 
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Definition  
 
Burglary is the unlawful entry of a structure (residence, business, or 
other building) to commit a theft or another crime. Force (e.g., prying a 
door, breaking a window) is not required, but the entry itself must be 
illegal. (Lawful entry to commit a theft would be coded as a larceny.) 
!ÕÔÏÍÏÂÉÌÅ ȰÂÕÒÇÌÁÒÉÅÓȱ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÅØÃÌÕÄÅÄ ɉÔÈÉÓ ÃÒÉÍÅ ÈÁÓ Á ÌÁÒÃÅÎÙ 
category). Attempts are included in the total. 

Statistics 
 

Five-Year Average 486 
2011 520 
2012 499 
Change from 2011 -4% 
Change from Average +3% 

 

 
Burglary is categorized as a more 
serious crime than larceny because 
it involves the use of force and 
unlawful entry into a business or 
residence. Perpetrators employ 
various techniques to enter 
residences or businesses. Since 
burglars need to pull off their heist 
quickly, break-ins are occasionally 
ÏÎÌÙ ÕÎÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ȰÁÔÔÅÍÐÔÓȟȱ ÉÎ 
which no entry is made, but 
damage is caused to the structure. 
For the purposes of analysis, 
burglary is divided into two main 
categories: commercial and 
residential (also known as 
ȰÈÏÕÓÅÂÒÅÁËÓȱɊȢ 

 
Burglaries by category 

Category 2011 2012 Change 

Commercial Burglary 84 79 -6% 

Residential Burglary 436 420 -4% 

Total 520 499 -4% 
 

Top items targeted in 2012 
Rank Residential Commercial 

1 Laptops Cash 

2 Jewelry Laptops 

3 Cameras Precious Metals 

4 Cash Tools 

5 Cell phones Cameras 
 

 
"ÕÒÇÌÁÒÓ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÆÁÌÌ ÉÎÔÏ Ô×Ï ÔÙÐÅÓȡ ÔÈÅ ȰÁÍÁÔÅÕÒȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ȰÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌȢȱ !ÍÁÔÅÕÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÓÍÁÓÈ 
windows or kick in doors to enter unoccupied buildings. These burglars will often take lightweight, 
visible property, such as a purse left on a table, 
loÏÓÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅȟ ÏÒ Á ÌÁÐÔÏÐȢ Ȱ0ÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌȱ 
burglars, alternatively, are more sophisticated 
in their methods and tend to steal higher-
priced items. They often pry open a door, 
disable alarms, and even occasionally enter 
occupied establishments.   
 

Commercial burglary 
 
A commercial burglary, more commonly 
referred to as a commercial break, is the 
unlawful entry into a commercial 
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establishment, including business, government, religious, or retail establishments. From 2011 to 2012, 
there was a 6% decrease in commercial breaks in Cambridge. Over the past ten years, commercial 
breaks have dropped by over 40%, from 134 in 2003 to 79 in 2012. 
 
Business districts varied in 2012, with Harvard Square seeing the most substantial increase of 88% (up 
7 incidents from the average and 11 from 2011), while the most notable decreases were in the Porter 
Square/North Cambridge district (down 10 incidents from average, or 77%) and in Central Square 
(down 11 incidents, or 61%). Approximately 16% of the breaks in 2012 were attempts in which no 
ÅÎÔÒÙ ×ÁÓ ÇÁÉÎÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ρτϷ ×ÅÒÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ ȰÉÎÓÉÄÅ ÊÏÂÓȱ ÉÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÁÎ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÅ ÏÒ ËÎÏ×Î 
associate was believed to be responsible. Together these two categories accounted for almost a third of 
the commercial breaks this year. 
 
Commercial burglaries by business district 

Neighborhood 5-Yr. Avg. 2011 2012 
Change from 

Avg. 
% of Total 

(2012) 

Galleria/East Cambridge 8 8 14 +75% 18% 

Kendall/MIT 3 3 4 +33% 5% 

Inman Square 9 5 7 -22% 9% 

Central Square 18 16 7 -61% 9% 

Cambridgeport/Riverside 2 4 1 -50% 1% 

Bay Square/Upper Broadway 5 8 9 +80% 11% 

Harvard Square 8 4 15 +88% 19% 

1500-1900 Massachusetts Avenue 9 12 10 +11% 13% 

Porter Square/North Cambridge 13 12 3 -77% 4% 

Alewife/West Cambridge 13 12 9 -31% 11% 

Total 88 84 79 -10%  

 
A wide variety of establishments are targeted in commercial burglary using an array of methods.  Breaks 
can often be categorized as one of the following: 
 
¶ Smash & grab  burglaries involve quick entry and exit through windows/glass doors of 

businesses, often at convenience stores or gas stations. The entire endeavor may take less than a 
minute.    

¶ Retail burglars  usually force their way into stores or other locations with the intent to steal 
merchandise or money from cash registers.  

¶ Restaurant/b ar  burglars often cross multiple jurisdictions, breaking into similar franchises 
looking for safes or easily fenced items. 

¶ Business burglars  enter real-estate/law offices, technology companies, etc., looking for laptop 
computers and other expensive equipment.  

¶ Construction site/industrial a rea thieves are a special breed of burglars who know how to 
select, steal, and sell expensive power tools, building supplies, heavy equipment, and precious 
metals. They are often in the business themselves and may have done work on the sites that 
they target.   

¶ Church burglars  are usually homeless individuals with substance abuse problems. They enter 
lightly secured houses of worship, looking for petty cash and easily fenced items.   

¶ School burglars  are often juveniles, breaking into their own schools to vandalize or steal 
computers and other expensive everyday goods. Youth centers/daycares are included. 

 




