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In Memoriam, Officer Sean A. Collier, Massachusetts Institute of Technology Police Department




About the Cover:

The picture on the cover of our 2013 Annual Crime Report features MIT's Building 54, also
known as the Green Building. It is one of the tallest buildings in Cambridge. Over the years,
the windows of the Green Building have been illuminated with various designs. On the night
of the Boston Marathon Bombing on April 15, 2013, the windows displayed the image of an
American flag (featured on cover). Later in the week, the windows were illuminated with the
image of a black ribbon, a tribute to MIT Officer Sean Collier, who was shot and killed while
on duty on April 18, 2013.

Officer Sean A. Collier
(January 3, 1986 — April 18, 2013)

In the words of The MIT Museum:

The murder of Officer Collier was “a senseless and tragic loss of a promising young officer and
beloved member of the MIT community.

Collier exemplified the values of sacrifice, service and community. We honor his memory and
celebrate a life dedicated to helping others.”

This report is dedicated to Officer Collier, to the victims of the Boston Marathon Bombing, and
to the thousands of first responders that keep this city, state, and nation safe every day.

Front Cover Photo Credit:
“MIT Stands with Boston”
Copyright

Rogelio Alejandro Lopez
April 15, 2013
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Cambridge at a Glance

Established:

1636 (town); 1846 (city)

Government:

Council-Manager

City Manager:

Population by Race

City Budget:

City Employees:

Area:

Population:

Households:

Police Officer/Population Ratio:

Population Density:

Registered Voters:

Registered Automobiles:

Residential Housing Units:

Ownership Rate:

Median Household Income:

Median Family Income:

Resident Unemployment Rate:

Median Single-Family Home:

Median Condominium:

Property Tax Rate per1,000:

School Enrollment:

Colleges and Universities:

Hospitals:

Cambridge Police Department

Race 1990 2000 2010
Richard C. Rossi White 71.6%  68.0%  66.6%
$507,186,335 Black 127%  12.0%  11.7%
2,896 (including SChOO'S) Asian 8.4% 12.0% 15.1%
7,13 square miles total Native Amer. 0.3% 0.0% 0.2%
. Other or Mixed 0.4% 1.0% 6.4%
6.43 square miles land
106,471 (July 2012) Ethnicity
44,032 (2010) 1990 2000 2010
1:390 (2013) Hispanic 6.8% 7.0% 7.6%
16,469 per square mile (2010)
69,559 (February 2013) Population by Age
47,199 (2012) Age Range 2010 Total Percentage
47,291 (2010) 0-4 4,526 4.3%
6% (2010) 5-14 5,798 5.5%
34 15-19 6,983 6.6%
$70,575 (2010-2012) 20-29 34,562 32.9%
$94,400 (2010-2012) 30-39 19,487 18.5%
4_2% (2013) 40-65 23,818 22.7%
$810,850 (2012) 65+ 9,998 9.6%
$445,500 (2012)
$8.38 residential (FY 2014) Top Employers.: )
. 1. Harvard University 11,298
$20.44 commercial (FY2014)
6,222 (2012-2013) 2.MIT 8,960
! 3. City of Cambridge 2,896
8 4. Novartis 2,472
3 5. Sanofi / Genzyme 2,000
6. Biogen Idec 1,815
7. Cambridge Health Alliance 1,797
8. Mt. Auburn Hospital 1,785
9. Cambridge Innovation Center 1,472

Organized: 1859 10. Vertex Pharmaceuticals 1,298
Sworn Officers: 273

Civilian Personnel: 38

Commissioner: Robert C. Haas

Headquarters: 125 Sixth St, Cambridge, MA, 02142

Budget (FY 2014): $47,186,015

Commissioner
Superintendent
Deputy Superintendent

Rank Structure:

Lieutenant
Sergeant
Patrol Officer
Marked Patrol Vehicles: 37
Unmarked Patrol Vehicles: 39 (plus 8 narcotics vehicles)
Motorcycles: 14
Special Vehicles: 6 Trailers + 1 Gator
Fleet Bicycles: 22
2013 Calls for Service: 112,848
2013 Total Index Crimes: 3,197
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Crime Analysis Foreword

Crime Analysis is the process of turning crime data into information, and then turning that
information into knowledge about crime and safety in a particular community. While it is a
growing field across this country and internationally, Cambridge has had a Crime Analysis Unit
in operation for over 30 years.

The function of the Crime Analysis Unit (CAU) is to support the daily operations of the Police
Department by collecting, managing, and analyzing crime, calls for service, and other data. The
CAU also works together with analysts from neighboring departments to address cross-
jurisdictional patterns.

By making timely observations of emerging crime patterns, hot spots, and other crime problems,
the Cambridge Crime Analysis Unit ultimately aims to assist the Department in its criminal
apprehension and crime reduction strategies.

The Cambridge Police Department’s 2013 Annual Crime Report is an attempt to provide detailed
information so that citizens can make informed decisions about crime and safety in their neighborhoods.
The more information made available to the public, the better the input will be in aiding the Police
response to crime.

The Annual Report offers a comprehensive analysis of the crimes reported by the Cambridge Police
Department to the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program. The UCR
Program has been collecting national crime statistics from local police departments since 1930. Based
on seriousness and frequency, police departments are required to report their statistics on seven crimes
that comprise the UCR Crime Index: murder, forcible rape, aggravated assault, robbery, burglary,
larceny, and auto theft. In 2007, the Cambridge Police Department initiated the submission of crimes
into the National Incident Based Reporting System (NIBRS). The general concepts, such as jurisdictional
rules, of collecting and reporting UCR data are the same in NIBRS. The difference in the programs is that
NIBRS captures much greater detail on each crime than the summary-based UCR program. Another
difference in the programs is that agencies submit UCR data in written documents, whereas NIBRS data
are submitted electronically.

The problem for the public, as well as for the police, is that UCR statistics alone are of little use to patrol
deployment and offer little to citizens interested in reducing their risks. The true picture of crime and
disorder in a city is seldom conveyed to the public through simple statistics. Crimes are complex events,
and these complexities encompass many dimensions. It is our endeavor in this report to unravel the web
of factors that comprise the crime rate.

The publication of detailed neighborhood crime statistics, patterns, and trends gives Cantabrigians a
realistic view of their risks of victimization. The Neighborhood and Business District sections within the
Annual Crime Report are designed to help residents, business owners, and visitors have a fuller
understanding of crime problems in their areas.

This report outlines three distinctions that make up criminal incidents: (1) whether offenses are
committed against strangers or against relatives and acquaintances; (2) the motivation of the
criminals—drugs, revenge, or intimidation are but a few of the factors that motivate both novice and
career criminals; and (3) when and where crimes occur, focusing on where the hotspots are and the best
time frames for the majority of the incidents. Outlining these factors is imperative to understanding the
anatomy of crime in Cambridge, and to developing appropriate responses.
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Conventions Used in this Report

This report uses several common crime analysis conventions for the reporting of statistical information.
These conventions are consistent with general crime analysis practice, standards issued by the FBI Uniform
Crime Reporting (UCR) program (where applicable), past Cambridge Police Annual Crime Reports, and
monthly “BridgeStat” crime reports available on the Cambridge Police web site.

Part | and Part Il Crimes

The FBI UCR program standardizes the way in
which law enforcement agencies report crime
statistics. The program classifies crimes as “Part I”
and “Part II.” The “Part I” crimes are a list of seven
common crimes that together form an “index” of
criminal activity, much like the Dow Jones
Industrial Average provides a general assessment
of the stock market based on an index of 30
stocks. These seven crimes are murder, rape,
robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny, and
auto theft. All other crimes—including fraud and
forgery, vandalism, drug offenses, and other sex
offenses—are “Part Il Crimes.” Definitions of each
of these crimes are included at the beginnings of
their respective sections.

The Hierarchy Rule

The Hierarchy Rule states that if multiple offenses
are committed in the same incident, it is classified
(and reported) as the most serious of the offenses.
Thus, although almost all robberies involve both
an assault and a theft, such incidents are included
only under the “robbery” category. Similarly, the
statistics for “larceny” only include incidents in
which larceny is the primary crime; thefts from
houses and businesses that involve illegal entry
are “burglaries” and are reported there.

Using the hierarchy rule helps both police and
community members understand crime. If you see
that larcenies have increased 10% in your area,
you don’t have to worry that those thefts involve
threats or violence. If they did, they would be
reported as robberies instead of larcenies.

Best Data at the Time

All statistics, including yearly totals and weighted
averages, are calculated using the best available
data at the time. Occasionally, after our reports
are published, factors determined during
investigation will cause us to reclassify a crime to
a higher or lower category, and thus you may see

slight discrepancies between current and past
reports. In all cases, the more recent data is the
more correct data.

Weighted Averages

Because crime can fluctuate significantly from
year to year, the Crime Analysis Unit makes most
of its comparisons based on averages rather than
individual years. If burglary increases 15% from
2012 to 2013, there’s no way to tell from that
figure whether 2013 was unusually high or 2012
was unusually low. But comparing 2013 to an
average helps us better assess whether the crime
truly went up or down in the most recent year.

We specifically use a five-year weighted average
in which the earliest year (2008 in this report) is
weighted once and the most recent year (2012) is
weighted five times, with the years in between
weighted twice, three times, and four times. This
common statistical convention helps produce a
figure that best represents the “expected” value
for 2013, and to thus determine how unusual
2013’s deviation is from that average. We also
provide graphs for most crimes to help assess
long-term trends.

Rates

In a few places, we offer crime statistics in terms
of rates rather than raw numbers. Using rates is
important when comparing geographic areas of
very different populations, so that we can better
assess each resident’s individual risk. For
instance, in 2012, Cambridge had 128 robberies,
about 71% more than Malden, which reported 75.
However, Cambridge also has about 77% more
residents than Malden. When we look at it on the
basis of rates, Cambridge had 120 robberies per
100,000 residents, and Malden had 124 robberies
per 100,000 residents, which means that a Malden
resident’s risk of robbery was actually higher than
a Cantabrigian’s. We only provide rates for certain
crimes, however, as not all crimes are best
compared in terms of residential population.
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2013 Crime Index

The Crime Index is composed of selected offenses used to gauge fluctuations in the overall volume and
rate of crime reported to police. The offenses included are the violent crimes of murder, rape, robbery,
and aggravated assault; and the property crimes of burglary, larceny, and auto theft. The Crime Index
was developed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Uniform Crime Reporting program to
standardize the way in which law enforcement agencies report crime statistics.

Crime 2010 2011 2012 2013 202;-;:13 Wt:-;ear Avgll,‘-2°13
ge . Avg. ange

Murder 0 5 1 3 +200% 2 +50%
Rape 23 23 23 17 -26% 22 -23%
Stranger 4 2 1 1 0% 2 -50%
Non-Stranger 19 21 22 16 -27% 20 -20%
Robbery 163 147 128 118 -8% 149 -21%
Commercial ) 34 16 30 +88% 24 +25%

Street 141 113 112 88 -21% 125 -30%

Aggravated Assault 251 258 262 189 -28% 259 -27%
Total Violent Crime 437 433 A 327 -21% 432 -24%
Burglary 453 520 499 390 -22% 484 -19%
Commercial 87 84 79 63 -20% 83 -24%
Residential 366 436 420 327 -22% 401 -18%

Larceny 2,555 2,458 2,448 2,374 -3% 2,501 -5%
from Building 392 433 372 391 +5% 388 +1%

from Vehicle g, 640 686 615 -10% 748 -18%
FromPerson 343 321 368 341 -7% 345 -1%

of Bicycle 380 371 356 383 +8% 350 +9%

Shoplifting 365 353 344 392 +14% 355 +10%

from Residence 192 234 225 187 -17% 215 -13%

of License Plate 43 43 40 20 -50% 43 -53%

of Services 31 26 17 22 +29% 24 -8%
Miscellaneous 25 37 40 23 -43% 33 -30%

Auto Theft 169 159 117 106 -9% 158 -33%

Total Property Crime

Crime Index Total

3,177
3,614

3,064
3,478

2,870
3,197

3,143
3,575

_9%

-11%

5 | Cambridge Police Annual Crime Report

2013




