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INTRODUCTION

This study was commissioned by the Cambridge Community Development
Department in response to a request from the North Cambridge Stabilization
Committee (NCSC) to study safety issues around the MBTA Commuter Rail
tracks in North Cambridge. A committee was formed with representatives
from the NCSC, Walden Square Apartments, Jefferson Park Housing and
Fresh Pond Apartments to oversee the progress of the study.

The Project Area runs along both sides of the tracks from Alewife Brook
Parkway to Walden Street. At the western end, near Alewife Brook Parkway,
the tracks run between Fresh Pond Mall and Danehy Park on the south and
Fresh pond Apartments and Jefferson Park residential developments on the
north, The rest of the Project Area is mostly residential.

Because-of the limited number and inconvenience of the existing railroad
crossings in the area, and the strong desire of local residents to go between
destinations on opposite sides of the tracks, a number of people walk across
and/or along the tracks, creating the potential for serious accidents.

The purpose of this study was to look at the existing conditions which
contribute to the safety problems, and assess alternative solutions to those
problems. In addition to site inspections, community meetings and surveys,
and conversations with local officials to assess existing conditions and
community concerns, other locations with similar situations were reviewed
for potential solutions. Finally, a series of alternative solutions were
developed and evaluated for community and railroad acceptance,
effectiveness and cost. Based on those evaluations, recommendations for
future actions have been developed.
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Site Observations: Danehy Park

Saturday AM 11/26/93

10:45 young woman 20 t crossed into Danehy by Jefferson. Walked to park path &/
into park (saw her 5 minutes later walking along walk)

11:00 woman 35-40 crossed into park w/dog & walked along berm, man crossed into
freight line w/her (50t), walked along freight line into shopping center

11:15 woman crossed back

11:18 older man (60's) walked by opening along frieght line into shopping plaza
(didn't see where he came from)

11:22 young woman 20+ crossed @ Jefferson into park, walked straight to path to
talk to maintenance person

11:30 older man came back along freight line & walked into park and crossed over
Jefferson ;

11:35 young man came from Sherman St. direction & walked along main line
towards shopping center

11:40 young woman crossed back



Site Observations: Fresh Pond Shopping Center

Saturday AM 10/30/93

10:45

10:50

10:53 - -

10:55

11:00

11:01

11:.03

11:07

11:10

1 young man 20+

1 middle age on Alewife bridge walking in opposite directions -

"young family (couple w/8% yr old girl) walked from Danehy thru lot to hole
in fence along tracks to hole in fence @ Rindge

started raining

little girl 8+, 10t yr. old boy on bike, and elderly man walking separately
from shopping plaza across bridge

young family (mother w/ 2 toddlers) on bridge walking towards plaza
2 middle-aged women

"1 man 35+ came from Rindge and crossed tracks into plaza

2 men 30+ walking in opposite directions on bridge

2 joggers, 1 bicyclist on bridge heading towards plaza

2 men 30+ cross on bridge

*young man 25+ came from plaza, crossed tracks to Rindge

1 man 30t, 1 woman 30+ on bridge towards plaza

young man and young woman on bridge walking towards plaza
1 middle-aged woman on bridge walking away from plaza

1 young man on bridge walking towards plaza

young woman 25+ on bridge walking away from plaza

young woman 16+ on bridge walking towards plaza

TRAIN

*young man 25+ comes from Rindge and crosses tracks to plaza
young family and bicyclist on bridge walking towards plaza

young woman and young woman w /child (toddler) on bridge walking away
from plaza

2 young women (18%) and 1 man on bridge walking towards plaza

* R.O.W. Crossings (others are bridge crossings)



11:15

11:16

11:19

11:21

11:22

11:26

11:33

11:35

11:36

11:42

11:44

11:45

*young woman and child (8 boy) came from Rindge and crossed tracks into
plaza

young man 20+ walked up dirt hill to bridge

'middle-aged.man 60t came from Rindge, crossed tracks to plaza
mother and 8% yr. old boy on bridge walking away from plaza

young woman 20+ on bridge walking towards plaza

young man 20+ on bridge walking towards plaza

2 kids, boy & girl 101, on bridge walking towards plaza

man 254 on bridge walking towards plaza

*man 18t came from Rindge, waliced back and cut in at movie theatre
4 young women, 3 young men Cross a? bridge

*young woman 18 came from Rindge and crossed tracks into plaza

*2 young men 20+ & 25¢, and 1 woman 25+ came from Rindge and crossed into
plaza (couple headed towards movie theatre)

jogger on bridge (man 25t)

2 young men crossing on bridge

*1 elderly man from Rindge crossing into plaza

*1 young man 20z from plaza crossing into Rindge

2 joggers, young man and young woman on bridge away from plaza
young man on bridge walking away from pliza

young man 20+ on bridge walking away from plaza

elderly man walking from plaza to Rindge (was same man that crossed over
earlier, had a Brooks bag)

young woman 20+ w/telephone came from movie theatre (had popcomn),
entered tracks, crossed and walked towards Alewife / under bridge and
seemed to cut into parking lot

TRAIN

young woman on bridge towards plaza



11:46 2 young men on bridge walking towards plaza
1 young woman 26t & child 8+ on bridge walking away from plaza
1 young man 20+ on bridge towards plaza

11:48 *elderly woman crossed from plaza - can't seem to find entrance to Rindge -
standing on tracks looking around, crossed back over and into plaza - went
down by movie theatre
2 girls 8+ on bridge, away from plaza

11:53 elderly woman on bridge walking towards plaza

2 young women on bridge walking away from plaza

11:54 . 1 young man, 1 young woman, both 254, cross on bridge
11:55 young couple on bridge away from plaza
11:56 *young woman from Rindge crossed into plaza

*elderly man crossed back
2 young men 18+ on bridge towards plaza
11:57 *3 young women 18, from farther down tracks crossed into plaza

*1 elderly man from Alewife direction crossed into plaza back by bridge

11:59 mother and child cross at bridge



Site Observations: Yerxa Road

Thursday AM, 11/4/93
5 School 2 8:00
12 School 2 ¥
19 School 2
8~ School 1
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North Cambridge Railroad Safety Study
Community Survey Results
November 1993

Rindge
Towers  Jefferson Park Walden Square Other

33 Surveys 22 Surveys 3 Surveys 16 Surveys

: received received received received

How old are you?
0-10 2 2 1 6
11-20 2 5 1 2

’ . 22 (one of ’
21-60 L these is 60) 10 1 8
60and over . .- - 6 . 5 0
did not identify 1 0 0 0
Why do you cross the tracks?
recreation/social 4 4 2 3
work 0 5 0 2
school 1 0 2 8
shop 30 14 0 2
other 5 2 0 5
When you cross the tracks where are you
going?
movie 18 7 1 5
Danehy Park 11 11 0 4
shopping center 30 14 1 2
school 1 (Tobin) 1 2 8
work 0 1 0 2
Rindge Field 6 0 0 0
Gately Shelter 0 1 1 2
MBTA 1 0 1 1
other 3 3 0 3
How do you get to the other side of the
tracks?
walk 28 16 3 14
bike 1 4 0 0
public transportation 1 2 0 2
car 5 5 0 7
other 1 0 0 2
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How often do you cross the tracks?

several times per day 3
once or twice a day 5
weekly . 16
infrequently 8
When do you cross the tracks?

weekdays o 21
weekends 24

At what time of day do you cross the tracks?

6:00AM - 9:00AM 0
9:30AM - 11.00AM . 9
11:30AM - 1:00PM - 11
1:30PM - 4:00PM 14
4:00PM - 7:00PM 15
7:00PM - 10:00PM 2
Other ’ 2
If you could change things, what would you do?

Put in a pedestrian overpass/where 18
Put in a pedestrian underpass/where 5
Put in an at-grade crossing /where 2
Have trains sound whistle 18
Slow trains down 10
Put trains underground 9
Other A 0

If the following were constructed within one
block of where you cross the tracks, would
you use

A pedestrian bridge; yes

A pedestrian bridge; no

A pedestrian underpass; yes

A pedestrian underpass; no

An at grade crossing; yes

An at grade crossing; no

A path to existing crossings; yes

A path to existing crossings; no

VR Wwoulgull

To make your trip, would you use a regular

bus if one where available?

yes 10
no 8
sometimes 13
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Do you know of any people who have been

hurt crossing the train tracks?

Explain: Where, when, age, health, etc.

yes- . 7
no 15

Page 3
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Comments from Community Survey
¢ Comments related to accidents on the tracks included:

- One respondent said a few years ago his friend's fiancee was killed
coming home from work; she was 30 years old and in good health.

- Four people have died crossing the tracks.

- A middle-age woman was killed in the summer.

- Two or three neighbors (one in the past year) have died crossing the
tracks.

- Suicide was thought to be a motive in one case.

- One respondent saw a child fall with his bicycle on the tracks and
struggle to get up.

- Orie’respondent has fallen trying to carry her baby carriage across the
tracks.

¢ Other general comments on the surveys included the following:

- Request for information on what time the trains pass -

- Request for a better barrier than chain link fence at Yerxa Rd.

- Statement that the Alewife bridge is too far to go with kids

- Request for improved fencing by the tennis courts

- Request for improvements to the underpass at Yerxa Rd. including
signs, lights, "painted footsteps or bronze like the Porter Square T", and
advertisement

- Statement that it is unclear when the survey asks about “crossings"
whether it means "dangerously by foot, alone or any way"

- Comment that an underpass would not feel safe; putting trains
underground would be ideal; an overpass at the Fitzgerald School
would be an easy way to go

- Comment that it would be nice to have a "standard, economical
grocery store" not Bread and Circus

- Request for an overpass because it is difficult to walk over the Alewife
Bridge in the winter - it's windy and the sidewalks aren't cleaned of
snow

- Request for CPCD to do something - signs, lights, whistles

- Comment that "if I could walk one block I would take the bridge that is

there but I'm ill, not old, and I have to find the short way to the
pharmacy”
- Comment that the MBTA should add the shopping plaza as a stop for

the #83 bus - should drop and pickup at the shopping plaza

- Comment that it's difficult and painful for elderly, and other people
who have difficulty walking, to go across the existing bridge - an
overpass is a solution if it doesn't go uphill; an underpass is a possible
solution '



- Comment that a pedestrian overpass will not work because it will
freeze and not be cleaned of snow and that an underpass is dangerous
and will flood

- Comment that the underpass at Yerxa is used as a urinal and should be
closed

- Comment that the survey was a good way to raise safety consciousness

- One additional comment could not be read.

Comments from the November 9 Public Meeting

The following comments were made by people attending the public meeting:

The Yerxa Road crossing is used by teen center traffic and summer camp

at the Fitzgerald School, as well as people crossing to go to the #83 bus
stop on Rindge Ave.

The opening at the handball court is another hazardous area for
children.

People run onto the tracks to retrieve tennis balls.

The opinions of people living on Richdale Avenue should be
considered.

#83 bus riders cross at Jefferson Park to avoid the mound of earth at
RindgeTowers.

At Belles Circle, children between ages 6 and 14 are playing on the tracks.

Children are playing "chicken" with the trains at the Sherman Street
crossing.

Underpasses are perceived as unsafe and not a good long-term solution.
Summer use by Jefferson Park is up to 5 times winter use.

Personal security should be considered behind Jefferson Park. Muggings
in the ROW are common behind Jefferson.

The MBTA promised to provide barriers 16 years: ago.

The Alewife Brook Parkway bridge is too steep, too long, too slippery in
the winter, eroded in some locations, and too isolated and poorly lit.

Bikes are a hazard.



This is a growing section of Cambridge with the highest concentration of
5-14 year olds. Jefferson Park has 875 residents and 423 are under 16 years

old.

In addition to comments on use and concerns, residents suggested or
requested the following:

The MBTA should run busses or shuttles to the shopping plaza.
Trains should slow down immediately.

Perhaps there is a solution such as mechanical gates that can close at
crossings when trains are coming.

Mofe than audible alarms are needed-- some people may not hear well.
Signage, education and warning lights are needed now.

The railroad should be depressed. ISTEA money should be investigated
for funding.

A pedestrian bridge should be investigated - perhaps with an elevator for
those who have difficulty walking.

There should be a guard at the crossing at Yerxa.

Jefferson Park residents do not want a pedestrian bridge immediately
adjacent to Jefferson Park.

There should be a class action suit against the MBTA. The onus is on the
MBTA and the City to correct the problem.
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Nationa! Raltroad Passenger Corporation
District Cisims Office, 283 Summer Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02210, Telephone: (817) 345-7620

June 23, 1993

Officer Waneda Ward

Cambridge Police Department
Accident Investigation Section
5 Western Avenue

Cambridge, MA 02139

Re: Railroad Accident Statistics
Dear Officer Ward:

This is in responsc to your reqguesti of June 18, 1993,
regarding incidents involving Commuter Rail operatieons in the
North Cambridge arca. Plcase be advised that my records indicate
there have been three incidents all involving trespassers. They
are as follows:

Charles Zabitis, age 67. (fatality)
N/1: 11/19/81
l.ocation: West of Sherman Street

Jonhn Russell, age 50, (multiple injuries)
D/1: 08/07/92
Location: Portcr 8Square

Elizabeth Rickelr, age 45, (fatality)
D/I: 03/11/93
loacation: Wesl of Sherman Street

Should you need any further information please do not
hesitate to contacl my office.

Very truly yours,

¥y Al ¢

eph 7. KadYick, Jdr
DIZvision Manager - Clalms

JTK/mxrd

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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Saturday morning

indge Towers Apart-

stream across the

at the Fresh Pond
ing Center.

A small child stumbles and falls.

0" O‘ds of mﬁﬁs .
Twice an bour, ¢ B_ M commuter traip ¢
rumb!ub)'.btntbtpeopemmehﬂmdm
ont is hort.”
.. like last

June, when Marylyn Ryley, 33, was crushed

money to build the wplkway and. has
proached several agencies for support.

None have responded [to the city s appeals.

Residents use the tracks instead of walking
dowr. Rundge Avenue and over the Alewife
Parkway Bridge. They say that route is too
long and cumbersome when laden with
grocenies. [n the wnter, snow removal is
_haphazard Many elderly live in the Rindge
Towers und they find the shorter route much
eAsier

Unek Easler. transportation coordinator for
the Cambridge Communsty Development
Deparunent had hoped that the Red ltne

t bring some funas.

The ctats

constraction project mig
[, - - - s amimm - vl 1

se RR walk

4
F S

. those p
not be

e

still being planned

A e

pagument ot Public Works has yet to decide
assist, as part of Roadways

the
The MBTA owns the B & M line and it had

e t need Ahat bridge to carry the
lus landfill troni the project to the dump,”
said John Kerry, assistant project manager of
the Red Line extension. **We're going to haut it
oul Route 2 to Wittemore Avénue instead of
bringing it to the city dump.”

MBTA Chief of Railroad tions
Brewerton Clark must-now go back to-the
drawing board to come up with another plan.
He claims that the MBTA does not have the
estimated $750,000
Zverpass. Costs for the structure have risen as
the walkway tmust meet state Architectural
Barrier Board regulations.

“These rules create s longer bridge,” says

§

Clark. It's got Lo be a ramp with no stajrs to

accornodate the handicapped. It would make
the bndge much too long to be feasible.”

Clark doubts if the MBTA will do anything
soon on the project. Essler has asked the
WMEBTA to put signals and lights at the crossing.
but thus too is still only under consideration.
Clark said that tus office must wait Lo see what
happens wth the Red line project belore
meking anymore plans.

The consruction i$ going to be 8 mess.” he
L . s anwna in be filling by the tracks

moiiths after fatality = -

JE S

CROSSING THE TRACKS .
youngster crosses the tracks near the .
Rindge Towers Apartments and Jetferson
Park where two people have been killed In

This

the past flve years. Residents who
petitioned the city last year to have an
overpass bultt will have to wait longer as
the project is still being ptanned.

and that will create all sorts of problems.™

Meanwhile, residents continue to cross the
tracks regularly. 'l doubt i anything will
every get built here,”” said a mother one
morning: 45 she crossed the tracks to go to
Zoyre's

“Two people have already been kilied here.
{x we huve to wait for 8 third®,”" she added.
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while crossing Cambridge track

By Stcphanle Cha
Globe Staff - Ya

A 27-year-eid: Burlmgton “man
was struck killed by a five-car
Boston and Mainé commuter train
near Fresh Fond n Cambridge yes-
terday nfternoon. pollce officials
said.

The vtcum was identified David
Durrell.

About 4:30 p.m., he was cross-
ing a section of track that ls com-
monly used as a walkway befween
the Fresh Pond Shopping Mall and
the Fresh Pond Apartments when
an eastbound B & M train traveling
at 20 mph struck him, police said.

“Whether he didn't see it com-
ing or didn't hear it, or what, we'll
never know,"” said Cambridge Po-
lice Officer George Walker.

The victim was with two friends
who were waliting t¢ cross the
tracks after he croased first; Walk-
er sajd. His friends thought he had
cleared the track ‘before the tratn
passed, and it was only after the
train passed that they realized he
had been hit, Walker said. -

The driver of train No. 458,

which was traveling from Fitch-
burg to North Station, apparently
saw the man from a distance and
blew the train's whistle, then be-

.gan applying brakes, said Lt. Rob-.

ert Wall of the B& M Raiiroad po-
lice farce. B & M officials declined to
identify the train’s driver.

“He couldn’t stop in time. You'
need at least five train lengths to
stop,”” Wall sald. “In this Instance,
the train completely stopped about
310 feet after impact.”

The victim was taken to Mount
Auburn Hospital in Cambridge.
where he was declared dead shortly
after he arrived, police said.

At th~ hospital, two friends and
the victim’'s brother said they were
too overcome by grief to talk about
the accident.

“This is just too much to han-
dle. We thought he had made it
across the tracks,” an unidentified
woman friend said. “We had just
gone to Stop & Shop to get some-
thing to eat and we were going
back to the apartment to fix some
lunch.” .

Lt. Wall said the section of track
where pedestrians cross is an un-
authorized walkway. He sald a
fence installed by the rallroad to

-~prevent people from crossing at

that point has been cut away time
after time. Crossing the track there
is convenient for people who live in
the apartments regardless of the
danger. he said.

Acciy

12 ThoBostonHonld Wodnosday. May 2, 1584

Man dies
after hit
by train

A 27-YEAR-0ld Burl
ington man was struck
and killed by a com-
muter train yesterday
afternoon near the
Fresh Pond Parkway
in Cambridge.

Police said the vic-
tim was David Burrell,
who was pronounced
dead at Mt Auburn
Hospitalin Cambridge
at 3:35 p.m,

Witnesses said Bur-
rellwas carryingabag
of groceries and walk-
ing with a woman
acrosa four sets of
tracks when the acci-
dent occurred.

Witnesses said the
engineer of the Fitch-
burg-to-Boston train
blew his horn and the
woman companion
yelled for Burrell to
stop but he kept walk-
Ing across the tracks
towards the Rindge
Towers on Rindge
Avenue,




The Patriot Ledger, Wed., May 2, 1884

Man killed crossing train tracks

. CAMBRIDGE (UPI) — A 27-year-old Burlington

man died yesterday after he was struck by a Boston and

Maine commuter train in Cambridge.
David Burrell was pronounced dead at Mt. Aubumn

Hospital st about 5 p.m., officials said.
Witnesses said Burrell was crossing the tracks near

the Fresh Pond Mall and apparently did not hear the v U0

train’s horn.

@  The Boston Herakd, Thursday, May 3. 1984

sesvesrdonnoerneddtevewy

Second man in two days
killed by commufter train

FOR THE second time
in as many days. a
man was struck and
killed by & commuter
train yesterday.
MBTA spokesman
Bernard Cohen said
the victim, described
a8 white, and approxi-
mately age 30 to 33,
was lying on the north-
bound train tracks

about 100 feet south of
the Wedgemere Bta-
tion in Winchester
with a half-empty U-
quor bottle. He was ap-
parently drunk, Cohen

He died immediate-
ly when the express
train to Lowell from
Bomerville, traveling
about 40 miles an hour,
hit him at 5:25 p.m. be-

fore the engineer could
stop, Cohen said.

Cohen said police
told him the man had
no identification.

A 27-year-old Buri-
ington man died Tues-
day afternoon when he
was struck by a com-
muter train pnear
Freash Pond Parkway
in Cambridge.

e
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Rindge Tower 1enants arc gearing up for
a rwo-pronged cAMpaign o cnsure that 2
footbridge acrass the railroad 1racks berween
their buildings and the Fresh Pond shopping
center is funded in the next city budget.

Tenants. many of whom have been push-
ing for a bridge for up to 1) years, sav resi-
dents of the buildings have been injurcd and
killed cros§ing the (rain tracks, and thar the
alternate route. the bridge on the Alewife
Brook Parkwav. s equally, dangerous be-
cause uf heavy traffic and unshovelicd paths.

Residents plan 10 conduct a peution drive
in the lobhies of the towers and at the shop-
ping center ta solici support for the bridge.
Thev also plan 0 meel with the oy
manager. who makes up the hudget. and
with oty counciffors. many of whom sgned
2 pledge wntten by the tenants 1o vote
aganst anv proposed hudget that daes not
include hradge lunding

“Eor tifteen vedrs iUy been an issue up
here. but tor the Civat’s not a priory.”’
Pauletiy fohnxon. wnanis unwn chae, ~aid
a1 2 fecent Mecting whure wyveral tenants €x-
changed horrar stones ahoul Crossing the
ralroad tracks and vowed to nor ict another
onty budpet pass wihout money for their
bridge

Restdents sy there are no sigrals or speed.
Wity for the rans at that sceuon of the
rack. and by the nme wmeone crossing the
\racks hears the traim boen, there 15 not much
Gme 1o get 3cross the lour sets ot ks |
@25 MR I0 DY Car Walching 3 AR CToss-
10 the tracks and Fdidn’t cven ~ce the traan
unil the guy was it~ poted Carol Ducho,
a resdenm of oo of the foers

Ducios «aid another tme she and her
S.vear old yon were crossing the Tuchs and
she saw 1 tram approachng ~o guickiy there
wasn’t ume to et il the wav aceoss 3 had
mv son beween mv egs and | had o herdd
of 10 ORe sel GF tracks o we would have
been sucked ngtu in by the passing train,
she said.

* after more than %G ienants brought their
complamnis w ooty councat last Aprid, the
couny it uianimou-iy appreosed The constroes
non of 3 foothnuge But no funding. was
recommented By e oty manager. s the
profect got no further. explams Gy Coun-
callor David Sutlivan

Sullinan sy s he Bas aet wath Gy Manager
Rabert Healy . who guestions whether the
bridge wauld in (3¢t he used enuugh L war-

EIGHBORHOOD

Rindge Tower Tenants Plan to Petition

A0 B SEOHARD FTL DN

Rindige Towers tenants want 8 toolbridge over the raliroad tracks, between m_olr com-

plex snd the Fresh Pond shopping center.

rant the expense. Joc Keliogg of the Cam-
bridge Community Development Depart-
ment has estimated that 2 bridge coutd cost
petween $300.000 and’ 31 milllofi terdon”
struct. ~1'm guire suce it would, and he just
needs to be convineed of that, ™ Sullivan says,
SURGESUNR tenants aiso meet with Healy to
drive home that puint .

Most of the enan in the towers watk
across the tracks bouause “iU's 2 three minute
walk 28 opposed ta walking around the com.
er. over the bridge (un the Alewife Brook
Parkway). and back down’” to the shopping

center. Johnson explains.

Residents say crossing the tracks is expe-
Cially erous for children, who ofien play
tn t;\cm:r‘ga ang e m:\,"ﬁ& crmsprln’e
tracks. ang are unaware of the potenal
dangers

Tenants at the meeting also discussed re-
quirements for the bridge, such as aocess for
the handicapped. and some sort of cover
over the hridge. But if and when they -
cide 10 do i there are tungs we can re
quest . .. fight now we just noed to get the
bridge up.” Johnson sid

While the first phase of road improve-
mens :n the Lechmere Square ared 1y almaost
complete. the ¢nure renovation propeck
won | he finshed tor approxmmately ankther
1w vears, according o Richard fasler. trans-
porianon cootdinator with the viy's com-
muniny development depdrtment.

Easher ~avs that paving of streets included
in the projeet’s tiest phase 1s scheduled to bo
finished ~before winier wets in ~ T will al-
leviate sume of the traffic tic-ups in the area
and keep dowvers from aking short cuts
through the residential neighbarhood which
hothers some East Cambridge residents.
Phase 1 of the pruject includes the O'Brien
Highway from Thurd Street 1o Industeial Park
Road, the black of Cambridge Street be-
tween Lechmere Square and First Sirect. and
First Sueet between Cambridge and Binney

sirects, Easier explains. Trees and grassy!

g AT - o

= s

areas wilLbe planed along the highway in
the spging. he adds
o ~There s such cupgesuon and ut-ups uf
Cars. they sncak into the side streets to duck
wex| qpe Councillor Al Vellucch, He
v drivers w the hack soutes drive
down Ous. Thoradike and Spring sireets,
which lead directly into the Lechmere Sales
parking Jot “HUs opened a lovof traffic Janes
into the neighhorhoods,” he charges.
Vellucci savs he has been ficlding a lot of
complaints from residents ahout traffic on
Lamber], Gore and Fulkerson streets, when:
wraffic dongesion-cvaders have discovered
“another route 10 escape the Construction area
on the O'Brien highway. Vellucci says he
filed an order in city council requesting the
city 1raffic and parking department study that
arca to see if any of the problem could be
alkeviated. But Easier and George Teso, dircc-
. S " "

First Phase of Road Upgrades in Lechmere Square Near Completion

tor of waffic and packing, savs the prohlem
will salve ithetl as soon as Phase 1 of the
project s finished.
The second phase in the cight to nine nnl
tion daltar construction project is o widen:
ing of the bridge on Commercial Avenue
‘over the techmere Canat from four to six
lages, “Demotition of scveral buildings
make way for the construction will be doné’
sonn, and some hridge work can be begun
over the wineer, Easler says, adding the en:
tire project il take ahout two years i com-
pletc. Traffic will be allowed on the bridpe
throughout construction, he says, explain:
ing half the bridge will be built at a tme, with
cars using the ather half during construction
Teso adds that the next construction phase
“won't have 28 much impact’” because Cats
will be allowed 0 use First Street, and a truck
ban will be imposed-on Third Sireet to keep
the trucks out of the residential neighbor-
hood. The construction contract stpulates
that traffic must be kept moving in all direc-
tions at all times, Teso notes, adding, "It
might move slow but it will move.”
Bids opened last month for the third phase
of the project, Easler savs. This phasc in-
_volves widening Commercial Avenue to Six
lanes for two-way praffic and returning three
of the current fird lanes of the Cambridge
Parkway 10 a park. leaviog one traffic lane
and ane parking lance on the parkway, and

a green strip atong e e, e ex ains.
LS [ R VTR FLATERE i next
spnng and be o corgk Lo et tae von-

structan scasons, fie savs

An overwhebming 134 of 18(

who responded to the mall surve

:-bemmmmnnm
- ment Deparument. (CDD) unoos

says Liza Malenfant, a planner at
adds -another 20 respondents s
park if vatious conditions they lis:
such as adequate security and ma
and not allowmg dogs into the

. But there is some-neigh

1hon 10 the plan. *"We don't want
Betty Saccoccio, an Otls Street re
claims long-time residents and p
plan to stay in the area do not s
park. Sacooccio says the prohibitw
on that block will force M
prablems throughout the rest of
borhood. “And therfe will be a |
and kixds hanging around therc..ev
don't have enough police and it
warse . . . with kids playing bali
ing windows.™ .

Plars for the park, adjacent
vated Buifinch Counthouse comp.
g brick walkway enclosed by (w
irun gates at the Second and Thir
trances, explains Malenfant. In the
be benches-mnd a fountain that
vered over for performances, al
cd hy trecs and shrubbery. Mak

If the paek progeet is approved §
city council hearing, constructio
in thy spring — affcr the new pat
on First Street is completed so
house emplovees wheo currently |
Street will have new parking at
fant promises.

Maintenance fur the park will b
af hy Bulfinch Courthouse dev
ham Gund. and a security pix
worked out with the ity poli
deparuments, Makenfang Qs

Nick Geraigery, 2 memberof o
bridge Stabilization Comminec,
alwavs been for it . . Jewllt!
renesting and much cleance thar
car< tai are parked there now

Bt City Councilior Al Velluc
guested the posteird survey 2
licing neghborhood opaior
demis hiving @cross the strect tn
el park are opposed ot h
fear peuple driving o anend p
at the park will park ther cars i
residenis” homes.

Saceoecio avs neighbors o
parh gathered signatures from -
a petition which they presente
ous hearing. But Geraigery sav
ple who signed it had distorted §
the plans for the park were and
rescinded their signatures.

Alter severat community h
propual mabe i the city cow
onlv 1u be chaner-righted (or di

| missed) by City Councillor Wa
wht chaiimed he was not sure v
houod fully supporied the plan

The-Ous Sureet park was o1
posed a5 part of the ovenall plu

+n 1978, as 2 way o connect tt
neighhorhood with the Lechsm
watcrfcont arca, Malenfant ¢x
park is construcied, Otis Street
cond and First streets will be «
waffic only, she adds.
-—,.Ncwlbodnod No
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Bypassing Danger

rhborvod comcerns. says one resklent who Fresh Pond residents call for

kced Aot (0 be RaMed. He 13vS srea residents may .
i erfoybiny bt e railroad overpass

(‘alml(‘.unmnﬂnn ()ugulummmmr
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|- MICHAFL H. SAVITCH :

Michael H. Savitch, 48

Ch. 7 news photographer

A memorial service will be held
today for WHDH-TV (Ch. 7) news
photographer Michael H. Saviteh,.
48. He died Tuesday of an apparent
heart attack at his home in Bedford.

Mr. Savitch was born in Boston

- and attended Peabody High School,
vex College, from which he réceived -
‘a degree in communications, B

During his 17 years with Channel
‘T, Mr. Savitch worked almoet every
major event in the city, from presi-
dential visits to tenement fires.

Mr. Saviteh won 2 Boston Press
Photographers Assodiation award in
1980 for his coverage of the Tall
Ships visit to Boston. In 1983, he re-
ceived a letter of commendation
from the Cambridge Police Depart-
ment for assisting in the rescue of a
woman who had been hit by a train,

He leaves his wife, Shari; two
sons, Joseph and Joshua; his par-
ents, Mildred and Howard Saviteh of
Peabody; and a sister, Terry Patria
of North Andover. .

Services will be held at 11 a.m. in
Temple Isaiah in Lexington. Burial
will be in Shawsheen Cemetery,
Bedford. o

-
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Omclals examine the scene where a girl was struck and killed yesterday by an MBTA commuter train.

GLOBE STAFF PHOTO / PAT GREEMO(EE

Girl, 10, killed by MBTA train

Somervﬂle fourth-grader is struck near Union Square

¢ ByPatrickMcGee
] CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

. a.nd Thomas C. Palmer Jr.
GLOBE STAFF

SOMERVILLE - A 10-year-old
Somerville girl was fatally injured
vesterday afternoon when she was
_hit-by 2 commuter train under a
bridge near Union Square, authori-
ties said.

Officials said Natasha Shilling-
.fm‘d was struck by the Massachu-
“setts Bay Transportation Authority
train on the tracks under the Wash-
ington Street bridge about 1 p.m.
She was pronounced dead at Mass-

achusetts General Hospital about 30

“minutes later.

"< Police said Shillingford, a fourth-
.grfader at Lincoin Community
‘School, and several other youths
were spray painting graffiti when
‘the Fitchburg-Boston inbound train
came around a bend. Shillingford,
who lived near the accident site, and
the others apparentlv were on their

way home, police said.

“We think they were probably
doing a little graffiti on the wall

down there on the wall of the bridge.

The wall has new graffiti on it,” said
Capt. James Tatoksy. “It's a place
where the kids have been hanging
around and we've been chasing them
out all the time.”

The accident remained under in-
vestigation last night.

Lionel Burton, who said he was
the girl's uncle, described her as a
“very friendly” youth with an inter-
est in ballet.

“She was a nice, lovely kid,” Bur-
ton said.”

Some area residents said the

tracks are dangerous because there

is no fence to keep out trespassers.
Youths often go to the area to drink

alcohol and spray paint, and neigh-
bors have complained to authorities
in the past, several residents said.

“We've called the MBTA. We've

called everyone we could think of to
call,” said Nicholas Nardone, who
has lived in nearby Olive Square for
about 11 years. “From day one when
I moved in here it's been an issue.
It's a damn shame it had to be a
thing like this to bring attention to
it”

Eric Bosco, who also lives in Ol-
ive Square, said he heard screams at
the time of the accident, then saw
three youths run from the area.

MBTA spokeswoman Robin Ba-
varo said the place where the acci-
dent occurred was not a particular
problem area. The accident involved
the 11:24 am. train from Fitchburg
to Boston, she said,

It was the fifth death on Boston-
area commuter-line tracks this year.

"Bavaro said that last year there

were eight deaths on commuter
tracks, which she said was an unusu-
ally high number.



' Woman killed - - -
When h1t by train

45-yesr-oldCambndgewoman

was killed yesterday afternoon
,whenshewnsmdcbyanMBTA .
‘commuter rail train whilé attempt- -
'ing to croes the train tracks. The'
‘Woman was crossing the tracks near
Fresh Pond and Rindge Towers in
" Cambridge when g Pinbound com-
muter. train from Fitchburg hit her. .

2/13/95 Boston bfobe.
&) haboth Koo



nla-
ife

aly
ent

Jelr

dge
3 s
sug-
it of

s lo
aid

ous

con-
nis-
.'l-.
gt

lya
ncy

m-
utwa
*ked
only
~eet,
ark-
nute

+ the
ntly
ity's

city

Last Fridisy attermson, abou! 25 people marched
trom the former Tent City site o MIT and staged a
st vutside MIT executive offices There were
heated exchanpes bewiween the Tent City grogp and
MIT's Sudmko, but oo inunes or arrests

(n Monday . tmore than 100 people gathered in the
lobby of an NRE budding for a noontime protest that
inciuded anti A tolk songs and speeches by Tent
City residents, thewr supporters, and two city coun-
cilors. After the rally & group of about 20 people
marched to the former Tent City site and sang pro-
tes! songs.

“We are nol poing anywhere until the principles of
Tenl City previnl 7 said Guernsey, an advocale who
has become the chicef spokesperson for the group

“We are morally outraged about the activites of
MIT.”

MIT's evichan action ha~ hﬁ-n crilicized for ity
*had timing ™ and “had faith 7 1t came just four
days after the city couneil requested a hands-on
negotations prowe il And according to thuse clase to
last week's ¢l M negatations never seemed to
have a chan . )

1 was somev !}t curprsed that they would move
without negotiL -'w g .ven.the city council’s actions,””
said Mangano, wnu et With MIT's Walter Milne
last Wednesday al iy Hall, two days before the
eviction,

] urged him to sit down
the Tent City folk and he sag he understood what |

was saying,” Mangano recally. “‘But Mr. Miine was
not pre to came (o the

able to talk.”
City Councilors Alice

the table and talk with

Woll and Frank Duchay fur-
ther ¢riticized MIT's timing at protest events after
the eviction. Wolf said the eviction was carried out
in very. very bad faith’’ and Puchay called the ac.
tion *'reprehensible for une ol the most important in
stitutions in the comnmunity ™

Rumors of a Tent City eviction circulated throug
the city as early as Wednesday might. Many Tent Ci-
ty supporters showed up at the site carly Thursday
morning expecting MUT police to show up, Cam-
bridge Police Chief Anthuny aolillo visited the site

g Y offers racquetball

Ty sine was located within the boundaries of & pro-
posentd two million square foot office. retail and hous-
g development known as University $*ark

A rezoming propasal for the development s cur-
rentiy under review by the city And i number of
councilors said this week in the wake of the evichon
that the proposal should be reexamimsd to include
maore affordable housing for low to moderate
ncome peuple.

“This highhights things that many other people
have been xaying for vears.” Counciior Woll said
“We need more housing.™

Former Tent City residents and their sapporters
arce now planming for fulure negotiations with MIT
and wailing for details on a proposal from & private
developer te provide a rent-free building at 245
River St Under the praposal. approved by the city
council this week and accepted by the Tent City pro-
pie. the building would be offered rent-free for six
months to the homeless people and the ¢ity would
pay for utilities.

There are questions about haw the building would
be manuged and what can be done beyond the tem-
porary six-month arrangement for thw: homeless peo-
ple. The city is expected to investigale those details
this week.

A meetng between MIT and former Tent City
ressdents is also expected o take place this week.

"We would like o accepl (the six-munth rent-free)
offer with the clear understunding that it is only part
of the package and this is not the final solution,™
said Stewart Guernsey. “We want pegotiations with
MIT. We certanly don't think MIT itself can solve
the problem but we do not excuse MIT from its
obligation.™

‘The former Tent City residents, now scattered at
shelters and friends’ homes in thegrea, have also
hinted that they may regroup on up?ﬂ\cr site in the
city.

Al one poinl during this week's council meeting,
Parks drew a loud round of applause when she ask-
ed aloud, “*Can we pul our lents out lront of city hall
for awhile””

.
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ROYALTY — Margarel Coady
was proclaimad the 1987 Wat-

ching Our Weight (WOW) qdeen :

‘at the North Cambridge Senior
Center recently. The weight con-

beml mrmmrmee e omn antantyg A thn

‘i ' _ Beginner and intermediate levels

of racquetball instruction. are being
offered by the Cambridge Family Y,
820 Massachusetts Ave. Classes
began on Tuesday, Nov. 3. These are
four week sessions.

Heginners

classes are offered-ﬂ'om 6:40 10 7:30
pm and intermediates from 7:30 to
8:20 pm. Fees are $25 for members
and $50 for non-members.

For further information, contact
the Cambridge Family Y at 876-3860.

Man killed on tracks

Continved from page t

there were two sites proposed for the
bridge. The first choice would bridge

muta' tnin "The

problem. We fthe fence over
and over,” sald§¥in Carbona,
spokesmun for the

The recent incidiy
vestigation by the

of Public Utlities (DPU), which

cversees safely of the general public,
A

m’

railroad equipment and tracks.

MBTA property is included In DPU
Jurisdiction, giving the DPU power to
issue rules or n_qg‘r;mems to the
MBTA, regarding S, padutrhn
crossings and rights of way.

Zabitis was a lifelong resident of
Cambridge.

He had hearing pmblems and did
ot see very well, said Cyr, whoknew .- -
him. “He was very independent; he
fought going into a nursing hame,”

added Cyr-executive director of the —

Cambridge Commlttae of Elden

YOUTH .
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By b Barry Mothes
Staft writer

One week apo o sense of hope and prnﬁ;'rvss sur
rounded the story of a group of homeless people by
Aing m tents sinee mid-Octaber on a block of MIT-

L O

G

I'm very angry at the situation-MIT-
placed some very vuinerable people
in, to have to scramble tor housing on .

owned property
The city council had agreed to ask
homeless resudents at ““Tent City™”

mediale the negotiations.

6:30 am last Friday

only one. “mayor" Evelyn Parks, wa

arrest.

moral characler, its role in the city's

homelessness in Cambridge.

emergency services coordmator. was picked 1o

*We're moving in the right direction.’
councijor after last week's council meeting.

Bul this week the city is reeling afler MIT police
carried out a sudden, and some Sav unnecessarily
aggressive. eviction of the homeless residents at

Ten people were arrested during the eviction but
resident. The others were advocates [or the
homeless and Tent City supporters. Parks was brief-
ly hospililized for injuries sustained during the

MIT's action last Friday has ignited an emotional
debate in the city about the institution's ethical and

the behavior of ils campus police, and a range of
issues related to the growing problem of

Continued on page 8

the coldest weekend of the year.

MIT to et

stay pul untl
settlement could be reached with MIT on finding
permanent housing for the residents.

Philip Mangano. the city's widely respected

Stewart Guernsey
Advocate for™}
the homeless

C T afiey

" said one

s.a Tent City

housing crisis,

MIT POLICE handcuff Tem City “Mayor”
. Evelyn Parks during last Friday's early morning

bust. (Photo by Phil Bbrber)
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By Jane Thurman
Staff writer

A 67 year-old Cambridge man was
struck and killed by a train while tak-
ing a shortcut last Thursgay across
commuter rail trac in North
Cambridge.

Charles Zabitis Rindge Ave.
was killed when walking across the
tracks after getting through a fence
opening opposile the Fresh Pond
Shopping Center.

For years, North Cambridge
residents have ignored the nearby
“rgilroad bridge'" and cut across the

charges

By Jay Weaver -
Staff writer

“an\l(llled cross1

tracks to get to the shopping center.

“*Everybody cuts across the
tracks,” said Ed Cyr, a North Cam-
bridge resident. “*You can either go
100 yards or go over the bridge and
walk half a mile. For 20 years, people
have been arguing about how a
bridge should be built there. In my
lifetime half a dozen people have
been killed there.”

According to Councilor Saundra
Graham, the cily council passed an
order five vears ago, ordering the ci-
ty manager Lo have a footbridge built
over the Llracks. City Manager
Robert Healy says that because of re-

i R

cent hhndlcapped requirements, the
cost of building the bridge would cost
over $1 million, not including a land
taking 'on the shopping center side of
the trapk.

Healy also said he was unable to
obuun funding source for the con-
- struction of the bridge.

“How many deaths is it going to
take before that bridge is mhde?”
Graham asked this week. “It's either
money or lives.”

Last September, Healy also sald~

Continued on bage 8_

Man wins suit on ticket,
lghts wolated -

ago. The recent court decision on thepuilng viola- .
tion has already forced the city to change its reguln-
tions in loading zones,

h In the lawsuit, -Crawford is seeking-$50,000 i “"“"'.""
damages for faise imprisonment, assault and bat- '
tery. mental anguish, and violation of his rights on
the evening of Nov. 15, 1984, The pre-trial hearing is .
set for Friday, Dec. 4, in U.S. District Court in
Boston.

yed on page 9-

Two weeks ago, a Baston resident \;ﬁ
legal battie against the city over a $10'pa
ticket, but he's not stopping there.

°- Next week, Peter A. Crawford, 33, will ke the ci-
) ty back to court for allegedly violating his civil
rights after his ticketed car was towed.
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MBTA train kills
man in Cambridge

.. CAMBRIDGE - A 66-vuar okl
man was struck and killed Thurs
day aiternoon by a tramn o com
muter-rail line. MBTA spohesinan
Peter Dimond sivid. The vichim,
Rairles Zabitis o tindee Avenue

Cambridge., was CTOSSINg ratiroad
tracks near the Fresh Puial Shop

ping Center at 1:46 p.m. and Laled
to hear the warning blast of a
train traveling toward Fitehburg

The man was killed upon unpact.
Dimond said.
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Arts
‘anize

River Fest

1mission
gencies

¢ department, which .
. a non-profit arm, the
. is completely under
don of city hall. The
: Multicultural Arts
ned with a permanent
om real estate, is a
nr-~tal organization
22 performing arts
I Second St. outside
of municipal govern-

e’re often not aware
h other is doing, my
. opinion is that such
on is fantastic,” said

ar seems to have no
.genda for the com-
d David Vickery, an-
yuncil board member.
it was it gives every-
Jrtunity to step back
everything in a new
kery said. “We've
: in the last couple of

‘or said he doesn’t
many people will be
mission, but agreed
on it takes is wide

resident at CMAC,
helped organize the
s community chorus,
aer Chills concerts.
1missions will come
T . conclusions,”

These records were ei-
)y investigators, or left
1 and Hebert, said Out-

annsieh Fiandins and
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PHOTO BY JANE TYSKA
This hole in the fence behind Rindge Towers, which people use to cut across MBTA tracks,
is believed to be the one Elizabeth Richer passed through last Thursday before being
struck and killed by a train.

Train kills woman crossing tracks

BY SCOTT FARMELANT
Chronicle Staff

45-year Rindge Towers
resident was struck and
killed by a train last

Thursday while crossing commuter
railroad tracks behind the apartment
complex that were a2 popular neigh-
borhood shortcut.

Elizabeth Richer was hit and
killed immediately by the inbound
train from Fitchburg at 12:30 pm.
MBTA officials said the death high-
lights an-ongoing problem near the

Alewife T station.

“It appears that [Richer] was
crossing the tracks after she had
crawled through a hole in the fence
at a place where people should not
be,” said Loring Barnes, a T
spokesperson,

Barnes said the train operator
tried to brake the locomotive, but
Richer had no chance, Officials
were unsure whether Richer was
coming from or going to the Fresh
Pond Mall, which is across the
tracks from the apartment complex.

T officials said they have long

tried to keep area residents from cut-
ting holes in the chain link fences
behind the Rindge Tower complex
and the Fresh Pond Mall because of
the danger.

Apparently, neither mall employ-
ees nor workers from the apartment -
buildings have been able to keep
neighbors from tearing open the
fence. '

“We'd like to urge people not to
take that shortcut. There's a side-
walk and we know that it takes a lit-
tle longer, but it’s a lot safer,” said

Jim Ball, another T spokesperson.

New leadership will change CCA, but how?

Observers see more assertive party under Dowds



A safety

lesson unlearned?

After woman’s death on tracks near mall, path is cleared again .-

BY S8COTT FARMELANT.
. Chronicle Statf ’

A tragic death on the tracks be-
hind Rindge Towers brought re-
newed calls for safety measures at a

pular, but dangerous neighbor-

- hood shortcut. Yet three days after

Betty Richer died, workers at the

Preag Pond Mall cleared the way for
tragedy. L

With the tragedy stili fresh in

‘mind, maintenance workers at the

shopping Plaza plowed a walkway
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to the tracks following the big bliz-
zard, moving aside mountains of
SNow so potential consumers could
risk death to do a little shopping,
The action sickened tower officials.
. “We've done everything but
those people over there (at the Fresh
Pond Mall) don't give a shit aboyt
us. This community keeps experi-
encing the loss, not them,” said
Donna B Ppro; manager at
the Fresh Pond Towe:nrs? '

“I can’t believe it. [Snow plow
operators] probably didn't know

PHOTO BY JANE TYSKA

* 7 A resident passes through the pathway that was used by

;.. the vietim of a recent train accident near Frash Pand Man -
, il

what happened,” said Michaei
Losee, maintenance supervisor for
the mall. Sema Magzeici, the mall’s
general manager, did not retum nu-
merous calls on the matter,

Richer’s death stands as the latest
in a series of accidental deaths at-
tributed to the short cut and passing

locomotives. Most recently, tower
resident Charlie Zabitis, an elderly

and deaf man, died in 1988 while
using the short cut. Though the
MBTA did not the num-
ber of deaths that occurred at the

crosslng,CityCmmcﬂotEdCyne- :

caﬂednumumndw!nattbemw
intetsecdonwhenhegrewuplnthe
Bronkesﬂmateddmtmost!owet

res!dentndoﬂotddveandtlnefm,

must walk to 1 stores. Though
use of the short cut has dropped
since the Stop & Shop super market
left the shopping plaza, those who
frequent thé mall refuse to use the
sidewalk since it takes an estimated
ten minutes to go around. Mainte-
nance of fences snrroulx:'dlngmt.l}:
tracks compounds the problem

both the MBTA nn';!‘e u;wa officials
deny ownership of the fence,

, Bronk said that her company had
spent thousands of dollars trying to
keep the tower side of the fence

; élowdbﬁdntemawelding

oper-
ation failed to keep residents from

cutting fences. Bronk added that
‘mall officials have refused to ad-

,(yeutheprob_lunonmelulde,only

posmlnaman—mdeopen-

_&'g. .Blronk said that measutd ‘was |

gned to keep people from steal-
PetaDimondoflheMBTAhld

'thel'llt_horlt'yhunevetownedthe

o
's plo operation was
disappo !

. “We certainly dox;'t want to en-
Durage people to cross the tracks,

We're in the business to promote

safety,” said Dimond.
. Bronk

residents,

Richer was probably ronning a

small errand wheh she died since 5
lflrle;’h-lmme(!1)0(of«aot’l‘eewasfuud
er a

artment shortly after the
fatal ),

Despite illcher’u tragic death,
Rindge Towes residents still use the
short cut. One woman seen crossing

the track carly Friday moming re-
fused to -

she knew Richer,

Richer “was my best friend,”

the woman, Then, ciad in a

full-length parka and wearing wrap-
around snngla:;:s, tl!c:i d:oman
stepped through the mall
ing and walked acroes the fcy tracks,
heading for home,
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Sister and friend question
‘suicide’ ruling in woman’s death

“BY S8COTT FARMELANT
Chroniole Steff -

......

ing Ricker's death a suicide without

~ oxplanation; anger has replaced

moumng.. ..o oo '
« .. “It's.a disgrace. How dare they

© try to disgrace my sister’s reputa-

tion. My God, the woman's dead

_here. I haven’t even had time to
grieve over her,” said Maria
Broome, Ricker’s sister, after the
Suffolk County Medical Examiner
ruled the death suicide,

The certificate has outraged
Broome and others. They argue that
Ricker showed no signs of being
suicidal and had made plans to at-

- tend a bible meeting in the hours be-

fore she died. )

Furthermore, they question why
Ricker would brew a fresh pot of
coffee and visit the pharmacy across
the tracks if she planned to kill-her-
self on the afternoon she died. Final-
ly, they wonder if the medical exam-
iner knew that Ricker was an
epileptic prone to frequent seizures.

“Why did [Ricker] just make a
fresh pot of coffee? Why did she go
get her medication? That’s a cop
out. [Suicide] just doesn't make any
sense. And what about her epilep-
sy?” asked Donna Bronk, manager
of the Fresh Pond
Apartments/Rindge Towers where
Ricker resided.

Ricker died the afternoon of
March 11. According to Ricker's
death certificate, Dr. Antonio
Boschetti of -the Suffolk County
Medical Examiner’s office ruled

y that Ricker, 45, killed herself, Under
privacy laws, the medical examiner
oes not have to provide a public

lanation for the ruling.

£ “These are confidential records. I
fam not going to answer any ques-
ttions,” said Mildred Anglin, admin-
jistrator for the Suffolk County of-

P L=

i

fice. Anglin added the medical ex-
aminer would be happy to speak

* with the family should they seek .
" 'Broome, who hes hired an atorney
" to explore possible legal remedies -
, - with.regard to the i
the tracks behind her apartment -

said nobody from the medicil exam-

iner’s office ever contacted her and--thing ia
that she was never informed of hegiers— - ——i . -
ol gl L B T ALIRSIDGE CHRONICLE

Broome who said she initially re-
ceived a death certificate that didn't

. --tigation of the entire affair.

“Let’s get down to the real issue
-and not try and make excuses about

- -this thing - The question is the safety

~--without the overpass. The whole

*I didnt hear about g = T T
midBroome. e IONTRATREEEN

erupted on the political scene. -
North Cambridge activists, cit-
ing at least-eight deaths by train at

for an elevated walkway. The issue
surfaced at city council meetings

and most recently, at budget hear-

' ings, as Michael Brandon of the

North Cambridge Stabilization °
Committee accused the city of fail-

ing to fund a walkway as agreed
* For now, Broome, Donna Bronk
and other friends remain skeptical
of the motivations for the suicide

“I, honestly don’t know what’s
going on. I think somebody’s try-
ing to ruin my sister’s reputation,”
says Broome, who thinks her sister
suffered a seizure on the tracks and
was unable to avoid the oncoming
train.

Bronk, who noted that Ricker
spoke to her the moming of her
death about that night’s Jehovah
Witness meeting with two good
friends, said the woman appeared
to be in high spirits,

“I'm not a psychologist and 1
don’t profess to be, but she seemed

fine. [Suicide] is ridiculous. I just

don’t believe it," said Bronk, who
knew Ricker for nine years.

Broome confirmed Bronk's as-
sertion, noting that her sister was
looking forward to that evening’s
bibie study group.
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Death on commuter rail tracks spurs review of crossing

Ho

Faeys

By Susan Pollack
srscm. TO THE OLOBE

AMBRIDGE - It was not the first
" time a North Cambridge resident
.,,_'. was killed while crosaing the railroad
' tracks near the Fresh Pond Shop-
ing Center. But last month, when a neigh-
r she had spoken to only that morning was
struck dead by an inbound Fitchburg com-
_muter train, Mamie McNary was shaken.
£ “The situation hit home,” s.id the T2-
year-old Rindge Towers resident. “If they
“tdon't build an overpase, it’s only a matter of
:{ ime before another person is killed cross-
ln ”

MeNary’s neighbor, Elizabeth Richer, 45,
was struck on March 11 while going to the
{.-pharmacy to pick up some medicine.

MecNary herself refuses to croes the tracks.
:: When she has to go shopping, she walks the
1+,long way around, across the Metropolitan
;1 1 Pistrict Commission’s truss bridge. But for

i

oA}

1903

1

- farther east and at Jefferson

people living in the two
Rindge Towers buildings

Park, the bridge is even far-
ther out of the way. What's
more, residents complain,
during winter snowstorms
the sidewalk over the bridge
is often left unshoveled and
Is therefore treacherous.

For many, the moat direct route to the
shopping center {s straight across the rail-
road tracks. Richer's death has thus far not
seemed to have deterred other risk-takers.
Indeed, during a 16-minute stretch on a re-
cent Wednesday afternoon, some 20 people —
including schoolgirls in uniforms, a couple
with & child in a stroller, some young boys
and an older woman - were seen ¢rossing
the tracks. .

They squeezed between openings in a
chain-link fence at the edge of the mall,

o they don’t bull(i an overpass, it’s
only a matter of time before another

person is killed erossing.”

MAMIE McNARY, Rindge Towers resident

where people leave shdpping carts. During
the same 156 minutes, far fewer people - only
a jogger and a couple of pedestrians -
croesed the truss bridge.

While. the MDC has imminent plans to
reconstruct the truss bridge to make it safer
and more pleasant for pedestrians, motorists
and cyelists, the project does not address the
needsofmldenhwhoneedldlrectmyto
get to the shopping mall, say North Cam-
bridge residents and activists.

“There seems to be . lack of understand-

ing of the rea! tasue,” sald
North Cambridge native Pe-
ter Cignetti. A local fire-
fighter who was among
~ those who successfully lob-
bied to have a traffic light in-
stalled on Fresh Pond Park-
way at the mall, Cignetti has
taken on the overpass cause:
On Wednesday night he
brought the case to the North Cambridge
Stabilization Committee, which voted to set
up a subcommittee to raise the issue with the
City Council. The committee also decided to
investigate possible funding via a federal
community block grant.

This is not the first time residents have
brought their case for an overpass to the city
and MBTA. The issue has been raised at
least three or four times since 1977, every
time someone- was killed, said Richard
Clarey, chairman of the stabilization commit-

,,,Rmdge Towers residents eschew truss bridge for a dangerous shortcut to shopping center

tee. In 1987 the city went 8o far as (o have »
study performed and drawings made. At the
time, it was ealculated that it would cost §1.5
million to construet a stee! overpass, Clarey
said. “That’s not a lot, considering the re-.
souces of the city,” he said,

MBTA spokesman Jim Ball said the state
agency has no plans for an overpass snd »o
funds for it, although, he noted, the MBTA*
wwldbeopultohlk!n(toﬂndtyw:
such a project. e
Michael Rosenberg, hudotCuuhrl&e’u
Community Development Department, said
the fact that residents regularly risk lives to
get to the shopping center is “obviously, a
serious problem.”

Rosenberg’s department worked on the
earller proposal for an overpass. In his view,
the real isue, besides funding, is buflding an
overpass that Is located in the right place
and of the right design so that people use the
structure rather than taking the shorteut
across the tracks.
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Funeral fund set up for Somerville girl

Authorities probing cause of fatal MBTA train accident near Union Square

By Zachary R. Dowdy .
GLOBE STAFF

Friends and neighbors of the 10-year-old
Somerville girl who was killed on train tracks
near her home have established a fund to defray
the costs of her funeral.

Natasha Shillingford was struck by a Bos-
ton-Fitchburg Massachusetts Bay Transporta-
tion Authority train at about 2 p.m. Wednesday.

Authorities are still probing the cause of the
accident, which occurred under the Washington
Street Bridge near Union Square, said Robin
Bavaro, an MBTA spokeswoman.

Friends of the family said they set up the
fund to provide help at a difficult time, particu-
larly since the girl's mother was laid off two
weeks ago.

“Natasha's mother is a single parent,” said
Lotlene Forde, of Hyde Park, a longtime family

“friend who had known Natasha Shillingford

since she was born.

“We're just trying to be there for her and
give her all the support she needs. Natasha was
such a beautiful child.” -

Forde sajd the girl's shoelaces may have
gotten caught in the tracks but authorities yes-
terday could not confirm the theory. One of
Shillingford’s black sneakers was reportedly
knocked off her foot when she was struck.

The speed of the train is also a factor, au- .

thorities said, adding that the point along the
tracks where the children were crossing is close
to a bend that would prevent them from seeing
the train until it was very close.

Somerville police have said they thought the
girl was with children who were spraying graffi-
ti on a wall near the tracks. :

But Forde, who said such behavior was not -
in keeping with the girl's character, said Shill-
ingford may have been en route to or from a
nearby park. .

Michelle Murtagh, who lives on the victim's |
block, set up the fund yesterday afternoon. The :
mother of & young girl who had often played
with Natasha, Murtagh said there’s $80 in the
fund so far. . :

“Anything people can give will help,” Mur-
tagh said. '

Donations may be sent to the Natasha Shiil- ;
ingford Fund, ¢/o Somerset Savings Bank, 212 -
Elm St., Somerville, 02144, ‘




Girl, 11,
hit and

killed
by train

By JULES CRITTENDEN

An 11-year-old Somer-
ville girl may have been
with a group of kids
spray-painting gang
symbols under a bridge
when she was struck and
killed by a commuter
traln yesterday after-
noon, sald police.

Natasha Shillingford
was declared dead at
Massachuselts Genecrat
Hospital shortly aftor
the 1:30 p.m. accldont.

Under the Washington
Street bridge by Union
8quare, where 8hilling-
ford was struck, a black
spray can lay under the
crudely painted gang
symbols, "SWA" for Sis-
ters With Attitude, and
“MAKRIADOS', the

‘name of ‘a Cambridge -

gang. : . o

Twenty feet farther
down the track, one of
her black Reeboks lay
near where the girl's
body landed. '

“The traln conductor
sald he saw a group of
kids by the bridge,” sald
Somerviile Police Capt.
James Tatoskl. "We
think she panicked, fell
and was struck. The
other kids ran.”

Shillingford suffered
massive head and inter-
nal injuries when she
was struck by a Fitch-
burg-to-Boston train that
might have been travel-

FATAL

a bend In the tracks, the
traln would .have roared
into sight just seconds
before It reached .the
place where Shillingford
was struck.

. The girl's, tamliy_waa
too shaken up yesterday
to talk about her death.

Although some friends
sald Shillingford hung
around with “girls who
get in trouble” and emu-
lated older gang mem-
bers, others sald they
were surprised at re-
ports that she was spray
painting when she was
killed.

“I didn't think she

would do something llke
thisn. " =xaid Farrah

il

{5

14

as investigators examine the site where

police from a photo.
“She’s my little sister's
best frlend ... This is
‘very weird. She's a'very
quiet little girl.” .

. Narjara Bueno, 13,

who has known Shilling-
ford since kindergarten;

agreed. “She's a very
qulet girl. She never gets
into trouble.” :

Plerce sbeculated‘

Shillingford and her
friends may have used
the name of Makriados,
a Cambridge gang, as
“Just a tag, like girls
have a gang posse.”

Bueno sald she saw.
Shillingtord and another
girl scribbling “Makrla-

Ana” and athas wanes

TRAGIC TALK: Atright, a
Somerville police ser-
geant explains to neigh-

orhood youths what

happened to Natasha
Qhillinnfnrd ahnva wha
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B
Girl killed by train

BY TIMOTHY LUNDERGAN
Journal statf

" train struck and killed an
11-year-old girl behind
the Lincoln Park Com-

munity School Wednesday after-
noon.

The girl, Natasha Shillingford,
was rushed to Massachusens Gener-
al Hospital after being struck by the
train around 12:50 p.m. on the
MBTA commuter rail lne near the
Washington Street overpass. At the
hospital she was pronounced dead
of massjve internal injuges.

. She was a student at the Lincoln®

Park School and lived on
Somerville Avenue.

Police investigators believe the
victim ‘had gotten onto the tracks
through a break in the fence.

Five children were seen on the
tracks before the accident. The train
blew its whistle to warn them and
the children began running away.

The victim “must have fallen,”
surmises Police Captain James
Tatosky. The other children werc
unable to reach her in ime.

Students had been let out of
school because Wednesday was an

carly release day.

TRAIN, page 14

1

!

The MBTA commuter train was I
coming inbound to Boston frem
Fitchburg, according 10 an MBTA -
spokeswoman. The accidentSis
under investigation by the MBTAL

The area under the bridge is cfv-
ered with graffiti, indicating that Jf is
a hangout. , -

“We're down there all the tige,
and so is the T™ to chase petggie
away from the tracks, Tatosky said.
“Every time they put a barrier up,”
someone tears it down. oy

A couple of years ago, an eldedy
man was kilied by a train near the
same location. A few months later a
teenager was seriously injured by
another train. .

The B&M and MBTA respondéd
by replacing sections of fence thiat
had been cut by people secking
shortcuts with tougher wire fencirg,

“The cutting of the fences was
done by adults,” Lincoln Park Prip-
cipal Robert Sorabella said, so they
could get to Washington Street and
bus stops without having to walk
around the school. - :

The tougher, new fencing hds
been “a considerable improvement™ .
Sorabella said, but people still cut
across the tracks, In at least ong
place, the fence has been cut 50 peg-
Ple can push their way throngh it.
Investigators believe the children
who went onto the tracks Wednds-
day took that route. ‘"

“Kids can get on the tracks a
number of ways,” including cutting
through neighbors® yards and climb-
ing fences, Sorabella added. X

The victim was unconscious
when emergency workers amived at
the scene. She could not be identi-
fied there because of the bleedin
and swelling from her head injmics'.:

Girl killed by trai

TRAIN; from page 1
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Fences haven’t prevented children from getting on the

MBTA tracks w

here a Lincoln Park Community School stu-
dent was kliled last week.

Fund set up for mother of girl hit by train

A fund has been set up for the

mother of the girl who was hit by a-

train near the Lincoln Park Commu-
nilK School last week,
¢

eanwhlle, officiala are redoy. .
bling educational efforts to keep stu-:

dents away from the railroad tracks,

. as they try to comprehend the tragic
- death of their 1 1-year-old classmate,

Natasha Shillingford.

“She was a very popular kid, and
a happy youngster,” Lincoln Princi-
pal Robert Sorabetla said this week,
“I can’t remember her without a

. smile on her face.”

Shillingford died from Injuries

" she received after belng struck by an

MBTA commuter train behind the
school, where she and several other
students had walked after getting
past the fencing meant to keep them
out.r :

The tracks have served as the
scene for several accidents in recent

! years. The fencing is continually cut
‘by tetnagers partying there or

passersby using it as a shortcut,
James McNally, the area’s com-,
munity police officer, is continuing
his talks In Lincoln Park classrooms,
educating students about personal

safety and wamlng them to alay

away from the tracks, according to
Sorabella,

‘Next fall, the MBTA is scheduled
to rurf a program that also deals with
those matters. .

“We’re trying to stop this frorh
happening again,” Police Capt.
James Tatosky said last week.-

Last week, the school set up an
area where students could pay their
respects to Shillingford, and also set
aside an area where kids can express
their grief, Sorabella said. N

Since the accident, the girl's
mother is struggling to make ends
meet and some of her friends have
set up a fund to help her get through
the tragedy, said friend Michelle
Merta, T

Anyone wishing to help can make
donations to the Natasha Shilling-
ford Fund, Somerset Savings Bank,
212 Elm Street, Somervliie, MA,

02144, |
—Gregory Liakos '
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. _ Massadausets

€=297(7) RAILROADS

19 Mass 1D 2d—71¢

For later cases sce same Toplc and Kev Number in Pocket Part

or hearing train, held for jury. NiGl.a.c 160

§ 232.
Lanc v. Boston & M.R.R. 192 NE. 597,

288 Mass. 277.

Whether motorman of 1rolley car, struck
by train at grade crossing. observed rcgulation
of depaniment of public wiilitics by siopping
car within required distance from crossing and
again at point clear of railroad track before
crossing, held for jury in his action for inju-
ries.

. "Lane v. Boston & M.R.R.. 192 N.E. 597,
288 Mass, 277.

&=297(8)-297(9). For other cases sec earlier
editions of this digest, the

Decennial Digests, and
WESTLA :

- (F) ACCIDENTS AT CROSSINGS.
Research Notes
Railroads, sec West's Federal Forms.

=298-299. For other cases see earlier edi-
tions of this digest, the Decenni-
-al Digests, and WESTLAW.
Library references
CJ.S. Railroads.

&>298. Public or private character of cross-
ings.

PR

Library references
C.1.S. Railroads § 710 et seq.

=300, —- Crossings by license or custom.

Mass. 1961. Although strect as public
way ended at railroad right of way, the fact
that traveled way continued across the tracks
and railroad had maintained planking and
blacktopped surfacing for period of years
amounted to an inducement by railroad to
highway users to use the crossing.

Nickerson v. Boston & M. R R, 173

NLE.2d 248, 342 Mass 306.

Presence of “railroad crossing” signs and
maintenance by railroad of planking and
black-top at crossing did not establish prescrip-
tive right of way across tracks at which street
ended, although traveled way continued across
tracks. M.GLA c 160 § 114,

Nickerson v. Boston & M. R R, 173

N.E2d 248, 342 Mass. 306.

Mass. 1959. Existence of well-worn path
crossing railroad tracks was nol sufficieat 10
establish an invitstion to public to use such a
pﬂhmmnﬂmdtnd:s. and passive ac-
quiemoeonpu‘tofnilmadsormeiran-
ployees and failure to prevent such use could
not be construed as an invitation or induce-
ment, express or implied.

Sawler v. Boston & AR Co. 157 NE2d

516, 339 Masss. 34.

Mass. 1958. Wihcre proposcd cvidence of
administrator went no further than 10 show
passive acquicscenee by railroad in use of
crossing by intgstate and other pedesirians,
who lived in ncighborhood of rear of railroad
station, rights of intcstate rose no higher than
those of a licensce, and administrator could
not recover from railroad for death of intestac
who was struck by train while hc was crossing
tracks, without proof of - will{ul, wanion or
reckless conduct on part of railroad.

Canty v. New York, N-H. & H.R. Co., 147

N.E2d 801, 337 Mass. 38.

Mass, 1952. Mere passive acquiescence
by railroad in usc made of private crossing by
public was not equivalent to implied invitation
for motorist, killed by train in crossing acci-
dent, 1o use such crossing.

Pocles v. Boston & Maine R.R., 102 N.E.2d

433, 328 Mass. 165.

Where therc was no evidence that railroad
extended express invitation or any inducement
to miotorist 10 usc private crossing, motorist
who used such crossing for personal benefit
was mere licensee and administratrix, in order
to recover from railroad for motorist’s death in
crossing accident, was required to prove that
railroad was guilty of willful, wanton or reck-
jess conduct.

Pooles v. Boston & Maine RR., 102 NE2d

433, 328 Mass. 165.

Mass. 1951. In action by truck driver's
administrator to recover for death and con-
scious suffering of plaintiff's intestate as result
of crossing collision on private way, plaintiff
could not avail himself of any implied invita-
tion given by superintendent of farm upon
which crossing was located, for decedent 10
use crossing, since owner of private way cross-
ing track is not authorized to extend right to
others.

Neofotistos v. Trustees of N.Y, NH. &
HR. Co., 96 N.E2d 167, 326 Mass. 647.

Mass. 1946, Where there was no evidence
that an express invitation was extended to
automobile oocupants 0 use a crossing, plain-
tiffs in order to recover for their deaths against
railroad in a crossing accident were required
to show that intestates were impliedly invited
to use the crossing by some inducement held
out by railroad, and mere passive acquiesoence
by railroad in use made of crossing by the
public was not equivalent to an invitation nor
inducement, nor could faflure to take active

mwpmtmdlmcoflhcaodng

be construed as an invitation.
Mo&ﬂhyv.Boﬁon&M.R.R..“N.E.zd

561, 319 Mass. 470, 167 ALR 1250.

. Mass. 1942. A truck driver, colliding with
railroad train st grade crossing of narrow
private dirt road, connecting bighway with

For legisliative history of cited statutes

Pre

I ONENSS




Rescarch Notes
- Railroads. se¢ west's Federnl Forms. The headings andlor suls-headings
Library references have been changed 10 read as foliows: .
cis. Railroads § 710 ¢ seq. 1. OFFENSES AND Rssvonsmmm k>
e300 — ings DY censc_ ©f custom THEREFOR, &=1-19. s
Mass. 1939 1a acuon for death of truck driver 11. PROSECUT]ON‘ €=20-62. 3
and for damages 10 truck resulting from train A) IND!CTMENT AND XNFOR!\U\TION 3
collision 2t povate crossin% plamul'fs were T¢ pult - .
vired 10 estabii that 12i oad © them the .
uty of due 62T which depended upon whether (D) EVIDENCE, &=36-54. 3
truck driver was sing privatc crossing 2s 30 invi (C) TRIA ND REVIEW, 5562 k.
tee or as 2 pare licensee ©F lrcspasscr.——COOlc v. L SENTBNCE AND PUNXSHMENT. 63 B
Soston & MRR.. 2! CUE 24 953, 303 Mas 71, oA :
122 ALR 1166 {v. CIVIL LIABILITY, =65-67-
: . 1. OFFENSES AND RESPONSIBIL!TY
{e)) INJURIES TO PERSONS THEREFOR.
) NEAR TRACKS.
Research Notes
Criminal Law-

ON OR

RAPE

13 Mass D 2d =86

of this 10pic

- not mean that

s :
19 faas D K

&5, lutent.
Mass. 1989 !
mmonsealih 18 noi
showing that det
defendant did v
reasonablc behie
Ascolille, 54} i
6. Force.
Mass. 1991
fear in which

.. circumstances ¢

and defendant #
tion of whethe
and against vic
10 use of physi
—Com. v. Cari

648.

Fact that de
would arrest !
jntercoursc W
did not show
1ake defendar
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rape stawlc.

Librn} references
. Jrea B Railroads § 897 et s€q-
T 159(2). Childrer. e)s. Rape § 1 et 5<%
P MQ._HBS. Railroad was not liable for &=1. Nature 8r cments in gcncral.' orec nee
. death of youths standing on railroad wack when Mass. 1992, Suatutory, Tape is a strict liabiliy % on circumst?
ey were struck by (rain under theory ©f ordinary erime. M.GLA C 265. 8 23.—Com. ¥ Knap. 592 - ph “eal forc
negligence pursuant t© (ailroad exception of the N.E2d 747, 412 Mass. 112- " although if
wrongful eath Acti 3 ndirf on rail wrack Mass. 1989 Rape required erration of vie- force it mus!
was wiolation of statute. am thus, was activity gm's vagina by sexual intercourse oF by some against will
“contrary 1° law™ whi h trigee! ception och:.. accomplishedby(orce or threat of force by Swict re?
MGLAC 160,98 218.—Gage V. City of Westfield detendant; ifc intent Was oot required: Commonwe
—¥ 532 N.E2d 62, 6 Mass 681, review deni U.S.CA. Amend. 14 —Com. V- Troy. injury 10 P
36 N.E2d , 404 . l_103. N.E2d 162, 405 Mass. 253. that Comm!'
.M .Apg.cﬁ 1988, By enactng ild trespass pp-CL 1991, Crime of kidnap ing MY - 31 intercou
“c statute, legislatirs did not imphcdly . provide &3 ial predicate for aggravat o - Against It
gon of te cxempting railroad © rator from only if eviden onstrates that T2pc 100k MG.LA. €
\iability for negligence 19 n:&ard 1o persons on ace during commission oF ltten‘lgp(cd commission 1 .
racks contrany ! . and Uus. wrongful death  of idnapping- M.G <. 265. § 22(2)- m. ¥ . Cart
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railroa cracks. MG- c 229. 82 & 31, 1o and duringhrape did constitute €nme of K:'g‘m“’
§ 85Q: Jad v. Bosto & Maine CotP 530 N.E2d Yidnapping. W ich thus could not form P icate ME24
197, 26 M;ss.App.Cl.'SGA. review denicd 536 for aggrava of ; willingly NE2d 4‘-
N.E2d 612. 404 Mass. 110 3} - accornpanied defendant 0 ore Tape evenw s
Even il child t wte and railroad oceurred and .any confinement of victim during ¢ =9, —
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- Mass. 1987. Child who was 16 when he was
by trai while (respassing on railroad track
was not entitled 10 jnstruction that railroad e
ployess could not rely of children to remote hem- k-
- sclves from i} of oncorming trains. MG.LA. < const
3 231, 8§ 85Q —McDona v. Como\idawd Rail  forced unna g
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{. (i) INJURIES 70 ANIMALS mdicument, MG Pergs: § 22() 0™
i ON OR NEAR TRACKS. Guy, 513 WE2d 701, 24 MassApp- 783.
M .Arp.CL 1986. glt and batery E‘
\ 36— T % OF and Mrgader= e cate o ravated Dohect of ded osan d
: Soe aiso LIMITATION F P rvated rape. L o0 T 265, 85 154, 2.
\ ; Com. V. l:lastia\gs!::a NE2 508,22 } sk Mg
! (1) FIRES: 3% review denied 497 -
; 02 App.Ct 1983 | €O, \. Adinson, 448
' 75. — Time Lo suc and limations. E2d 1371 s Mass.APP: 200, revi denied 448
Gee also LlMITATION or ACTIONS. NE2d 766, 388 Mass- 104.






APPENDIX E



Ron Goble, Assistant Director of Safety

Conrail (Consolidated Rail Corp, based in Philadelphia)
Philadelphia, PA

215/209-5533

12/13/93

* Called to ask them what they have done to address pedestrian safety

(He said that he’d try to answer questions - if they weren’t within his operational
jurisdiction he’d refer me to another office.

He said that they have over 14,000 miles of track. They have similar problems. With this
much track, it's almost impossible to keep people off.

The followmg are methods they use to deal with pedestrian safety:

* He said that pedestrians mostly cross at streets. They have pedestrian crossing gates
over the sidewalk at some grade crossings, but this is not very common.

¢ They put up “no trespassing” signs.

¢ He said that some municipalities have built overpasses and underpasses. The
railroad does not get involved with building these. He said that they have had
problems with people throwing things at trains from overpasses. In some cases,
they've put fencing around the overpass to block people from throwing things.

¢ Sometimes the Conrail Police Department make presentations to school children.

¢ He said that when a new line from Philadelphia to Atlantic City opened, the State of
New Jersey became concerned about safety of children/pedestrians because the
track goes through suburban neighborhoods. As a result, they passed legislation
requiring fencing of all tracks. However, he said that it has not done a whole lot of
good. Almost immediately after fences went up, there were holes in them.

He said that pedestrian safety is an almost impossible problem. It is very difficult to
keep people away.

January 3, 1994
3:25PM ’



Richard Fisher, Director of Rules and Regulations
Providence and Worcester Railroad

Worcester, MA

508/755-4000

12/10/93

¢ Called to ask them what they have done to address pedestrian safety

When first asked about how they deal with pedestrian safety he commented that it's “a
difficult issue.”

When asked what they do to deal with “unofficial” grade crossings by pedestrians, he
said that there is little they can do:

* They have-a police force that escorts people off the tracks.

* They put up no trespassing signs and fencing.

¢ The engineer blows the horn to warn people off tracks.

They also have Operation Life Saver (OLS), which he says has had a positive impact. He
mentioned that Sergeant Bill Hallene of their railroad is the Massachusetts Coordinator
of OLS. They send people out into the school system to make presentations. The
program has been in place for four years.

They are a freight railroad. They do have some gates for pedestrians but they don’t have
much else.

They have not built under or overpasses. He said that overpasses open up liability for
them because children use them to throw objects at the trains.

When I asked about approximate accident rates, he said he wasn’t sure - he’d have to
look in his files. He said that they do not have a serious number of accidents. However,
someone committed suicide recently. His believes that most of the people who die on
the tracks mean to die - they lie down on the tracks. He said that people are not hit just

crossing the tracks.

I asked him about stopping time. He said that a train carrying 25 cars, going 25 miles an
hour takes 1/2 mile to stop. They really slide, he said. The locomotive itself weighs 2500
tons, each car weighs 35 tons and is allowed to carry up to 100 tons. The metal wheels
against the metal track and the weight cause it to slide easily.

He suggested calling Conrail (Consolidated Rail Corp, based in Philadelphia) for more-

information.
Allen C. Fisher, Director of Safety
215/209-5533

January 3, 1994
3:25 PM



Jim Griffin

Metro-North Commuter Railroad Company
New York, NY
. 212/340-3000

12/13/93

* Called to ask them what they have done to address pedestrian safety

When I asked about areas of particular concern to Metro-North, Jim said that the
municipal areas are the most problematic.

He said they have a fairly comprehensive fencing program, which includes installation
of new fencing and maintenance of existing fencing.

They just finished a $1 million fencing program in the Bronx. It involved 12 foot chain
link fence, which has been very effective.

They have also had problems with people dumping garbage and other debris on tracks
and on passing trains. The 12 foot fence is especially effective in dealing with this.

There are overpasses in many locations. This applies to suburban and rural locations
- due to the fact that there are no grade crossings in New York City (trains are
underground). (He said that Long Island Railroad has done a lot with overpasses.)

Most grade crossings are in suburban counties: Westchester, Putnum, Duchess.
Most of these crossings have full protection: gates, lights, bells. In the last four years he
said that there has been a lot of upgrading to these systems.

The also use cross-box signs - at some crossings these are the only warnings.
He also said that at most locations, they have single track which is better for safety.

They have used Operation Life Saver a couple of times. In 1987, they gave OLS a
locomotive and they went through and stopped at all towns along track. They spent a
weekend doing this. Talked to people. People would meet them at the stations and

board the train.

Also, once a year they have open houses in the largest “shop locations.” Jim Griffin sets
up a safety booth, including an Operation Life Saver video on safety - to familiarize the

public with grade crossings.
Seth Colwin is the OLS Coordinator. He sends staff into schools.

January 3, 1994
3:25PM



They have their own program called Metro Man - he’s a robot. Remotely-controlled,
with voice. They send two people into schools, one to moderate, one to operate Metro
Man. He talks to the kids and tells them not to trespass, not to ride their bikes on the

_tracks, etc.

They visit about 12 schools a month, from Danbury to the Bronx and Westchester. They
even go into places that they don’t service. The program has been well-received. Most
schools have asked them back. They modify the program for different age groups. The
program is run by the Public Relations office and safety officers.

To sum up, he said their most successful safety efforts have been a program of fencing,
Operation Life Saver, and School programs.

Ed Doggett, Division Superintendent
Burlington Northern Railroad
Chicago, IL

708/780-5300

12/27/93

e Called to ask about project updating seven pedestrian crossings on their Aurora-
Chicago commuter rail line (article in Railway Track & Structures citing these as

“crossing warning projects.”

He said that this was a joint project with the Illinois Department of Transportation and
?. However, he doesn’t know the date of these projects and is not aware of any new
signal circuitry, just updating to new ADA guidelines. He said that to get all the
information I need, I'd have to ask a few different people. He said to send a letter asking
the information I need, and he’ll pass the questions on to the appropriate people.

Address letter to:

Ed Doggett, Division Superintendent
Burlington Northern Railroad

5601 West 26th Street

Cicero, IL 60650

January 3, 1994
3:25PM



DESTRIAN S U ILROAD

Commuter Rail Board (Metra)
Chicago, IL
Don Ward, Manager of Safety
312/322-6900

* Called to ask them what they have done to address pedestrian safety and whether
they have installed grade-crossings for pedestrians, overpasses, underpasses, etc.

Metra owns and runs four rapid transit lines: Rock Island, Milwaukee, Southwest,
Metro Electric .

They lease out twor Burlington Northern, Chicago Northwestern

Some areas of track have fencing, others don't
Have started community outreach program: “Operation Life Saver” - to educate
community on railroad safety.-He says it has been very successful. Says that fatality

rate has dropped. Last year 4, this year 2.
They make some arrests of pedestrians crossing tracks.
They have some at-grade crossing, mostly at stations.

On the Burlington Northern, have pedestrians crossing at grade at road crossings - with
standard crossing gate.

Recently there has been a rash of incidents with 2 deaths a week apart at the same
crossing gate.

There is only one underpass that he knows of - on the Chicago Northwestern near a
military base.

Engineers blow whistles when they see a pedestrian on the tracks. However, many
towns have no whistle laws. Engineers regularly blow horns at official road crossings.



OPERATION LIFE SAVER

Don Ward

Commuter Rail Board (METRA)
Chicago, IL

312/322-6900

BACKGROUND:

Operation Life Saver (OLS) is a nation-wide, non-profit program based in
Richmond, VA. Each state has its own committee and works with interested
railroads. The Federal Railroad Administration supports Operation Life Saver.

The program has been in existence in Illinois since 1988 but METRA did not fully
endorse it until last year.

FORUMS:

OLS trains people to give presentations. METRA has a number of employees
trained - a conductor, an engineer, safety officer, and others.

METRA gives presentations to schools, business groups, trucking companies, bus
companies. They also go to malls and share a booth with the freight railroad and
Amtrak at the State Fair.

METRA visits c. 500-700 schools each year. Don Ward says that 25,000 students
have gone through OLS presentations.

EDUCATIONAL TOOLS:

Educational Tools: Coloring books for young children, crayons engineer's hats,
gliders, pens, pencils - all with the phrase “Look, Listen, Live.” There are handouts
for adults. Some bilingual materials - Spanish coloring book. They also have
numerous videos - 30 videos they created on their own with funding from OLS.
They also use the Federal Railroad Administration's videos (there is an office in

Chicago).

Advertising: METRA places posters on trains & with state funding, has used
billboards.

COST:

¢ Each of the railroads in the 6-county area pay $1-$2 per grade crossing to the

program. In 1992, METRA paid $1,000 (approx. 500 grade crossings) to the State
fund.

January 3, 1994
325PM



EFFECTIVENESS / RESPONSE:

Don Ward believes that the public has been responsive and that it has improved
safety. Schools send letters thanking, students send letters. As a result, a policeman
has become trained.

He said that METRA's grade-crossing ratio (I think he meant rate) has been
decreasing over the last ten years or so.

Since the program was established, Illinois has dropped dramatically from being
ranked #3 in accidents (with 190 accidents per year). (They ranked right behind
Texas .which had 290 accidents).

In 1992, the number of accidents was 40.

FATALITIES:
(His numbers were incorrect last time. This time he checked his files.)

So far in 1993 = 8 fatalities. 1992 = 16 killed. 1991 = 22 killed.

No children killed this year. An old lady, about 55-60 years old died. He said that
the engineer blew the horn but she walked out on the tracks anyway.

Many people believe that trains can just “stop on a dime.” He said that a fully-
loaded passenger train (c. 8,000 commuters) takes approx. 1/4 - 1/2 mile to stop.
Trains travel up to 79 m.p.h.

- ACCIDENT RECORDS:

METRA keeps detailed accident records and must submit them to the State every
year. When I told him that I had a hard time getting detailed accident records from
both the MBTA and Amtrak, he said that all railroads must keep detailed accident

records.

January 3, 1994
3:25PM



Conn DOT, Rail Operations
Hartford, CT
David Chase, Rail Operations

203/566-7044

* Called to ask them what they have done to address pedestrian safety and whether
they have installed grade-crossings for pedestrians, overpasses, underpasses, etc.

Says that Conn DOT has at-grade crossings only in conjunction with highway crossings.
Don’t have a fenced right-of-way. Don't have an active pedestrian safety

program/system in place.
(Had a fatality recently.)

Engineers blow horn for grade crossings or if pédestrian on the tracks (although
residents complain about noise).

Conn DOT will not build any new public crossings. They are trying to eliminate
crossings - in fact, state statute prohibits building new crossings on tracks.

Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority
Tom Rabe, Safety Department
216/566-5100

* Called to ask them what they have done to address pedestrian safety and whether
they have installed grade-crossings for pedestrians, overpasses, underpasses, etc.

Have rapid transit trains running through residential areas. Dedicated right-of-way.
Some at-grade crossings - where roads cross.

Some areas of track are fenced in, some areas are not.

Some areas have plantings to discourage pedestrian use (prickly, thick underbrush)
No underpasses for pedestrians.

Use signage to keep warn pedestrians not to trespass.

Signage is only sporadic.

Don’t have special signals, except for gates at crossings.

Engineers will blow horns if see pedestrians on tracks.

Engineers call in to radio control supervisor and report where pedestrians are on tracks,
how many etc., so that radio control can warn other trains coming into the area.
Sometimes they send transit police to remove pedestrians.

January 3, 1994
325PM '
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WHAT IS OPERATION LIFESAVER?

Operation Lifesaver is an active, continuing public education program designed to
reduce the number of collisions, deaths and injuries a highway-railroad
intersections. Itis sponsored cooperatively by federal, state and local government
agencies, civic organizations and the nation's railroads and other organtzations

Intsrested in highway safety.

To meet its Gfesaving goals, Operation Lifasaver is designed to increase public
awareness of potential highway-railroad grade crossings hazards and improve
driver and pedestrian behavior at these intersections. In conjunction with its
education phases, Operation Lifasavar will emphasize enginsering improvements,
including the installation and upgrading of grade crossing warning signals and
signs and the enforcameant of existing traffic laws.

PROGRAM PARAMETERS

The four areas of concantration are:

1. EDUCATION - Operation Lifesaver’s succsss lies in educating people of all
ages as to just how potentially hazardous grade crossings can be. Methods
used to reach the public include civic presentations, early elementary and
driver education curriculum activities, school bus driver programs, industrial
safety, law enforcement programs, and media coverage.

2. ENFORCEMENT - If existing laws governing motorist and pedestrian rights
and responsibilitias at grade crossings are not enforced, they will be ignored
and brokan. State and local law enforcement agencies should ba urged to
‘crack down® on motorists and pedestrians who disregard these laws and
jeopardize their lives as well as the lives of others.

3. ENGINEERING - To ensure its continued effectiveness, the administration
procsss of improving grade crossings should be reviewed and needed
changes should be made. The public should be made aware of federai,
state and railrcad programs that plan, install and maintain grade crossings.

- 4. EVALUATION - To make sure the quality of Operation Lifesaver is maintained,

its efforts should be measured against its stated goals. Such evaluations
should be performed at the state level by the program coordinator to
evaluate the program In their state and at the national level by Operation
Lifesaver, Inc., to evaluate the impact of the program nationwide.
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WHY OPERATION LIFESAVER?

Railroads have long bsan concemead about the injuries and needlass loss of s
caused by thess collisions. To reducs these collisions the railroads joined with the
communities they served to up grada crossings and install additional active warning
devices. It was believed that this action has significantly reducad the number of
grade crossing collisions. However, despits these steppad up efforts, the number
of psople killed and injured dld not decrease as much as expscied. Too oftan
motorists drove around the lowerad crossing gates and past the flashing lights.
(Ses appendix FRA Stats)

Rail-Highway Crossing Accidents
’ Involving Motor Vehicles
at Public Crossings, 1978-1987

14000
12000 - *~°f
10000 4~ T 1
8000 JdF - _: P 3
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1983 | 1984 | 1985 | 1986 | 1987

542 ; 610 | 537 | 578 | 598
2467 {272312508{2328{ 2313
£6562|6633|6353/5868|5859

1878 | 1979 | 1980 | 1981

Killed 1021| 834 { 788 | 697
Injured |4258) 4172 |3662| 3121
Accidents 12435]11552{ 9763|8548

T

I <iled N injured [ Accidents

Source: Federal Rallroad Administration

S

Collisions at highway-railroad grade crossings continue to occur. Thess collisions
occur at all hours of the day and night, in rural and urban locations and at grade
crossings with and without active warning devices, resuiting in hundreds of fatalities

and thousands of injuries each year.
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HISTORY OF OPERATION LIFESAVER

EARLY EFFORTS

In 1872, the Union Pacific Railroad, working with the support of many Idaho
communities, helped instituts an Operation Lifesaver program in that state. During
the first year, fatalities dropped 39 percent. Encouraged by these results, the
Union Pacific helped Nebraska start a statewide program. Again, significant
results. Fatalities went down 46 percsnt!

FURTHER RESULTS

These two programs were the catalysts for other raflroad-state Operation Lifesaver
programs. Each railroad, each state and each community approached the
program differently. Some implemented the program by establishing an extensive
committse structure. Others managed to do it all with a small centralized group.
Howaver, tha key to succass was a "grass roots® approach with each Operation
Lifesaver program enlisting volunteer help from stats, county and local levels of
government, industry, the railroads and the general public.

In other states at the end of the first yaar of Operation Lifesaver fatality reductions
rangad from 28 percent to 64 percant. :

Alabama 28% Missouri 40%

Georgia 84% ~ Utah 59%

Kansas 47% Virginia 50%
POST CAMPAIGN RESULTS

A key point of the Operation Lifesaver program is that it cannot succeed if it is a
“one shot" effort. Unless Operation Lifesaver is ongoing, fatalities will rise to their
previous levels. The following graphs illustrata this point.
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Number of rail/highway grade crossing fatalities in idaho per year from 1872-1977.
Operation Lifesaver existed in idaho during the years 1973, 1976, and 1977, -

Rail-Highway Crossing Fatalities

Number of rail/highway grade crossing fatalities in Nebraska per year from
1973-1977. Operation Lifesaver existad in Nebraska in 1875 and 1977.

Rail-Highway Crossing Fatalities
Nebraska
1073 - 1977

Nuraber of Fatallties
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Number of rail/highway grade crossing fatalities in Kansas from 1973-1977.
Operation Litesaver existed in Kansas in 1975 and 1977.

ﬁail-Highway Crossing Fatalities
Kansas
1973 - 1977

Number of Fatalities
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. In Georgia, a Continuous Operahon Lifesaver program has resulted in a mdudion
C: of fatalfics.

Number of rall/highway grade crossing fataliies in Georgia from 1972-1977.
Operation Lifesaver has been in effect in Georgia since 1975.

Rail-Highway Crossing Fatalities
Georgia
1872 - 1977
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NATIONAL PROGRAM

Although the very strength of Operation Lifesaver lay in its railroad community
cooperative effort, the lack of a national focal point precluded an effective exchange
of information. Often films developed for one program went unusad by another
and one succaessful state organization was unknown to another. In other words,
the best and worst of all efforts went unrecorded. It becama increasingly evident
that there was a need for a national "umbralla organization™o collect information
on all program efforts and to assist all states in preventing grade crossing

accidents.

The National ‘Transportation Safety Board participated by having their field
personnel, whenever possible, act as catalysts to bring Operation Lifesaver into
those states within their individual regions of responsibility. NTSB further believed
that the program’s strongest characteristic-a railroad indusiry, government,
community, grassroots involvement-should be carsfully maintained. Federal
agencies were,of course, interested in the program, but NTSB thought it best to
preserve the unique attributes of a “do-it-yourself” individualized state program.

Thus. on November 3, 1977, NTSB recommsnded that the National Safety Council
{NSC), a private, nonprofit, nongovernmental organization, serve as an Opagration
) Lifesaver catalyst. This recommendation stated: |
C v : ". . .that the National Safety Council: Serve as a national focal
- ‘point and coordinator for lotal development, implementalion,
and evaluation of a nalionwide Operation Lifesaver railroad
highway grade crossing safely program. This program should -
be undertaken with the full support and cooperalion of all
inlerested greups and agencies, especially the Association of
American Rallroads, the International Assoclalion of Chiefs of
Police, the National Highway Treffic Safely Administration, the
Federal Highway Administralion, the Federal Railroad
Administration, and the Stales. (Class Ill, Priority Aclion)

(H-77-25)."

The National Safety Council administered Operation Lifesaver from January 1978
to July 1986.

During late 1986, Operation Lifesaver, Inc., was formed as a non-profit
organization, established by the Association of American Railroads (AAR}), National
Railroad Passenger Corporation (AMTRAK) and the Railway Progress Institute
(RPI), to serve as the national umbrella organization for Opsration Lifesaver.
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SECTIONI
SECTION IT
SECTION III
SECTION IV

~ SECTIONV
SECTION VI
SECTION.VII
SECTION VIII
SECTION IX
SECTION X
SECTION XI
SECTION XII
SECTION XIII

OPERATION LIFESAVER - PRESEUTERS TRAWWY
A e AL
TABLE OF CONTENTS Liad

Kindergarten throﬁgh 3rd Grade Presentation

4th through 7th Grade Presentation

Teenager Presentation

Teenage or Adult Alternate fmmtaﬁon

Adult Presentation

Professional Drivers Presentation

School Bus Driver Presentation

Police and Government Agencies Presentation
News Media Interviews

Operation Lifesavers National and State Statistics
State and Local Statutes

Crossing Warni.ng Information

Most Common Questions Asked During a Presentation
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EDUCATION

" Informing the public about potential grade crossing hazards and how to avoid a
collision at these intersections, is the most important task facing the Coordinating
Committee. This differs from media campaigns that simply make the public aware
of the grade crossing situation.

One effective way to reach the public is on a psrsonal Isvel such as through
classroom instruction, speaker’s presentations and handout materials. The purpose

. of this section Is to discuss the types of audiences and the bast way to present the
Oparation Lifesaver message to them. (Information pertinent to the Operation
Lifesaver organizations and grade crossing safety, including common collision
causes and correct driver actxons can be found in the Spsaker’'s Bureau

saction).

The first educational responsibility of the Coordinating Committes is to plan and
implemsnt educational activities that can reach the entire population. Then. based
on the results of tasks outlinad in the Programming section, additional educational
activitias can be directed towards particular targst groups and areas. The degree
of concentration should be based on the extent of the problem and the available

financial and worker resources.

C . The success of Operation Lifesaver educational activities will be greatly enhanced
if the Coordinating Committee has the support and close cooperation of the states
Department of Educalion. By invelving this department, established channels of
communication to school administrators and teachers will be available.

Also, by working with the appropriate state agsncies, it is possible to implement
education activities that will continue automatically on a regular basis. One goal
would be having grade crossing safety made a part of the high school driver
education curriculum. This is one method of ensuring that Operatxon Lifesaver will

be a continuing program.

To date, succsssful Operation Lifesaver educational activities have been geared
toward three age groups:

1. Pre-school and early elementary students
2. High school students

3. Adults

Although many Operation Lifesaver materials are designed for use by one age
group, a number of the materials are interchangeable.

17
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@ ENFORCEMENT

" If all motorists obeyed existing laws goveming driver action at grade crossings,
there would be faw, if any, grade crossing collisions. Unfortunately, too many
motorists do not exercise good judgment and ignore waming signs and signals.
And, as long as these drivers believe they will not be stopped and/or ticksted by
law anforcement officials when they break thase laws, many will continue to take
dangerous risks at grads crossings. Teaching drivers about the potantial hazards
of grade crossings is one way to encourage them to obey thase laws.

Bacause of motorist disregard of grade crossing laws, repressntatives from the
Coordinating Committee should meet with the State Association of Police, stats
polica, local police chiefs and railroad police to discuss Oparation Lifesaver and
sacure their participation in the program. Close contact with local law enforcement
agencies should be maintained in order to keep interest in the program at a high

leval. -

State and local enforcement officers can publicize their concern for grade crossing
safety within their communities during talks to school groups and civic organizations.
Also these officials should be encouraged to issue warning citations or tickets to
motorists who violate grade crossing laws. Where implemented, the issuance of
warning citations has been an effective way of improving driver action

at grade crossings.

The court system can also take an active role in Operation Lifesaver. For axample,
Coordinating Committee representatives should urge the courts to set higher
priorities for grade crossing violations and to incorporate crossing laws into the

traffic school curriculum.

Another enforcement ralated activity is to ask city and county officials to identify the
most hazardous grade crossings within their jurisdiction. If advanca warming signs
are not located at these crossings endeavor to have them srected. Motorists should
be advisad of new installations through the media and enforcament officials should
bas urged to give more attention to driver actions at these crossings.

&

18



o . 4 DL LD AWDT A DD D T enD - D MDD Mo rds o

FRUM 3 PoW I NG 1 INGIFRAIDE.

ENGINEERING

Hand in hand with the need to inform people of all ages about potential grade
crossing hazards is the need to make grade crossings as operationally safe as

" possible within the financial constraints of improving all crossings. A study will be

neaded to determine the current status of your state’s grade crossing environment,
recommended improvements and how to make these improvements.

Much of tﬁ,e: information you will want is probably readily available from either
government agencies or the railroads. The results from this study will provide
Important back-up information that will be bensficial in all Operation Lifesaver

phases.
Some topics a study should cover are:

1. The locations and meanihgs of signs and signals used at grade
crossings.

2. The funding of improvement programs and the parties rasponsibls for
such improvemants.

3. The administrative and angineering procedures required to improve
grads crossings.

4. The role and use of the stata’s or the Federal Railroad Administra-
tion's grade crassing inventory.

5. The “systems approach” to grade crossing improvements, especially
at the local level.

6. The identification of problem areas through the use of accident
reports.

7. The procedures for improving railroad or highway operations at
grade crossings. :

8. The proceduras for removing brush and other sight obstructions in
the grade crossing area.

9. The identification of abandoned or unused grade crossings and the
procedures for having them removed.

18
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As part of Operation Lifasaver, appropriate state and railroad officials should mest

@ to discuss their state’s grade crossing improvement program and to work to resolve
related problems. How Operation Lifesaver can enhancs existing programs should

also be on the agenda. For exampile, the public should be informad about available

- grade eroesing improvement programs and how they can be started in the

comm

Representaives from the Coordinating Committes should meet with local traffic
enginaers, and school and trucking industry officials to establish the safest routes
across raiiroad tracks for school buses and hazardous materials carriers. If
possible. such vehicles should be routsd so they do not have to use at-grade
crossings. [f this is not possible. choose crossing with activa warning devices.

20
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EVALUATION

Each state should evaluate their own program efforts. This evaluation should be
shared with Operation Lifesaver, Inc., for evaluation of the combined national effort.

21
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NORTH CAMBRIDGE STABILIZATION COMMITTEE
aTY OF CAMBRIDGE, MBTA CORRESPONDENCE



North Cambridge Stabilization Committee

15 Brookford =
“Cambridge, MA 02140
April 23, 1993

Mr. Edward Handy, Assistant Director for Intergovernmental Affairs
Community Development Department/City Hall Annex

59 Inman Street

Cambridge, MA 02139

RE: Year #19 (FY '93-'94) CDBG Program
Dear Mr. Handy:

The North Cambridge Stabilization Committee proposes a significant revision in
the recently published Community Development Block Grant plan for the upcoming
fiscal year (“Projected Use of Funds for CDBG Program Year #19”).

In accordance with federal guidelines and the City’s stated CDBG policies and
objectives, we ask that funds be allocated to address and resolve a long-standing yet
extremely urgent City need—indeed, a matter of life and death for hundreds of
Cambridge citizens: the grave safety hazard and major public inconvenience caused by
the absence of safe railroad crossings connecting the Jefferson Park area with Danehy
Park, and the Fresh Pond Apartments (Rindge Towers) with Fresh Pond Shopping

Center.

As you know, this problem has been the subject of public discussion and concern
for two decades. According to newspaper accounts over the years, five persons—maybe
more—have been struck by trains and killed while crossing the series of railroad tracks
adjacent to the heavily populated housing complexes situated along Rindge Avenue.
Other pedestrians have been maimed by speeding locomotives, and reports of near-
misses abound. Despite the recent death of Elizabeth Ricker, a Fresh Pond Apartment
resident who was struck by an MBTA commuter train and killed at this location on
March 11, people of all ages continue to stream over the railroad tracks.

Finding and implementing a solution will not be easy. The answer may involve
short-term measures (such as fence repairs and security patrols), as well as a
comprehensive planning component; the securing of easements; land takings; the design
and construction of a ramped overpass; the provision of additional access to the new
truss bridge at Alewife Brook Parkway; the creation of an easily negotiated at-grade
crossing equipped with warning devices; 2 more durable fence or barrier system; the



Mr. Edward Handy
. April 23, 1993
Page 2

building of embankments; or other expensive physical improvements. The process will
no doubt require a significant commitment of the City’s resources. But in view of the
gravity of the problem, the City's protracted failure to remedy it, and the consequent
potential for lJawsuits—not to mention the fact that human lives are risk—we believe
extraordinary expenditures and a rethinking of block grant priorities are justified.

The matter of the dangerous crossings has come before the City Council on
'several occasions, and the councilors repeatedly have called upon the City Manager to
work with the MBTA and other agencies to secure funding for a pedestrian overpass. In
1987, you will remember, after an initial study was undertaken by the Community
Development Department the City Manager declared that *“the City and its consultant
recognize the importance of public safety and the need to provide safe and convenient
ways to cross the railroad” (letter of Robert W. Healy to City Council, 3 Aug. 1987).

In 1988, the City-sponsored North Cambridge Neighborhood Study noted that
“the lack of a safe pedestrian crossing at the B&M railroad tracks is extremely
dangerous” and warned “that this situation, having already caused a number of fatalities,
should be attended to immediately” (p. 13). The CDD joined the neighborhood in
formally recommending that the City “improve pedestrian access from the Fresh Pond
Apartments/Jefferson Park area to the Fresh Pond Shopping Center and Thomas
Danehy Park” (p. 63).

In 1991, as part of the citywide CDBG process, the Stabilization Committee
requested the allocation of funds toward “creation of a safe pedestrian walkway and
bridge over the railroad tracks,” stressing “that now that the Mayor Danehy Park is
open and clearly being used heavily by Jefferson Park and Rindge Tower residents, the
pedestrian link across the railroad tracks has become an urgent need.” Your department
denied our request at that time but pledged that the proposal would be considered “as
new funding opportunities emerge” (letter of Michael H. Rosenberg to George F.
McCray, May 24, 1991).

While we support the many worthy CDBG uses proposed in the City’s projected
budget—housing rehabilitation and development, historic restoration, open space
rehabilitation, to name a few—we believe our proposal addresses a need that is even
more urgent, and one that more precisely meets the primary CDBG objectives set forth
in the City's March 15 memorandum. (As one city councilor noted during a 1985
Council discussion of the proposed pedestrian overpass, “This bridge is more important
than all the parking garages and street and sidewalk improvements in the whole city.”)
Moreover, since a safe railroad crossing will directly benefit the large concentrations of
low- and moderate-income persons who live in Jefferson Park and the Fresh Pond
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April 23, 1993
Page 3

“Apartments, we believe our proposed use of funds better satisfies federal guidelines,
which strongly encourage CDBG spending that serves these income groups.

In urging the expenditure of CDBG funds on a safe railroad crossing, we note
that official estimates of the cost of building a pedestrian overpass have steeply escalated
over the years, from $250,000 in 1976, to $1 million in 1985, to $1.5 million in 1987.
Clearly, the City’s decision to delay action has not reduced the potential financial
costs—and, as the mounting death toll demonstrates, its ostrich-like attitude may have
increased the human costs.

We recognize that solving this complicated problem will require the participation
of a range of public agencies and private parties, but we believe that the time is long
overdue for the City to assume its responsibility and to take the lead in achieving a
resolution. An MBTA employee recently observed that it was the City's decision to put
a large residential complex on one side of the tracks and a large shopping center on the
other, thus assuring the mutual attraction that exists. He also has indicated that the
MBTA would be glad to participate in the solution to this problem.

For our part, we will be happy to meet with you and other city officials to
discuss this proposal and begin work toward creating the necessary pedestrian crossings.
The Stabilization Committee will actively support City efforts to find additional state
and federal funding for this project. And we will soon consider earmarking a portion of
our annual Stabilization funds to help pay for the needed improvements.

We hope that you, Mr. Rosenberg, and Mr. Healy agree that the City's obligation
to protect the public from life-threatening situations demands an immediate reordering
of its CDBG priorities. Twenty years of foot-dragging, buck-passing, and excuse-
making is enough: the City of Cambridge must eliminate the hazardous railroad
crossings in North Cambridge and create reasonable alternatives. We urge you to set
aside a major portion of this year’s block grant revenues for this terribly important

purpose.
Sincerely yours,

Richard D. Clarey, Chair Peter Cignetti

Michael Brandon, Vice Chair George F. McCray
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A-1 (Linear Park), and the Business C.] (Trolley
Square) districts would result in substantial over-
development of the neighborhood,

(¥))] mlmkofasarepcdsu’iancmssingmlz
B&M nﬂxoadncksisexucmelydangemus. The
Committee feels strongly that this situation, hav-
ing already caused a number of fatalities, should be
attended to immediately. Many residents, includ-
ing young children and elderly people, cross the
mcksmreachlheFreshPondShoppingCemcr.
Many more children will use this as a shortcut

. when the Thomas Danehy Park is completed,

(3) The Commiutee raised many concerns re-
garding the land use decision making process in
Cambridge. They are confused about the different
roles, responsibilities, Powers and limitations of
the. various city boards and the departments that
staff them,

(4) One of the strongest and most persistent
concerns of the Study Committes centered around
the zoning in Trolley Square. Members feel that
the entire Business C-1 zoning district is inappro-
priate.

(5) In panicular, Commiree members ques-
tion whether the special permit criteria in Trolley
Square are consistent with the objectives of neigh-
borhood residents. Inmost cases, members believe
that the public amenitjes achieved through the
special permit process are not worth the increased
density allowed by the permit.

(6) The Committee would like to see regula-
lions adopted along Massachusetts Avenue which
would require a more stringent designreview pro-
cess.

(7) The interface betwesn commercial and
residential uses is a problem for many residents in
certain areas on and surrounding Massachusetis
Avenue. Trucks serving businesses use residential
streets throughout the day and night. Inaddition to
the noise, other activities, such as early momning
trashpickup, also create considerable problems for
residents living close 10 these businesses.

(8) The vision for Alewife as described in the
1979 Alewife Revitalization Plan has not material-

- £
WORTH CAMORIbGE Nejshbonrionp srabe (cce

ized, Onthecmm.lheCanmmecisconcemed
with the way in which development has been
occuninginthisuu"'. Alewife has been compared
to a suburban shopping center with loo much
asphalt, concrete and buildings ich donot relage
well to each other, er.herlhanbeinganenvirm-
ment which is friendly and inviting to people, the
mahasramimdmrk.mundaneandisolued
from the surrounding neighborhoods,

(9) The existing zoning in the Alewife area
allows approximately thirieen million additional
Square feet of development, The Committee be-
lieves that if built, this amoun; of development
would have a devastating impact on the area’s
natural resources, 'I‘hewemndsscwcanimpomm

. ecological, as well as aesthetic, function and must

be protected, Because the entire area is siated in
2 flood plain, the amoun of development and the
location and form of the buildings are of particylar
importance. i

(10) The amount of wraffic in North Cambridge
has increased sieadily over the past few years,
Increased traffic congestion has resulted in more
accidents, greater amounts of noise, tripdelays and
an overall deterioration in the quality of life. The
Committee is concemned that new development
will further exacerbate this situation,

(11) The Commiutee js adamantly opposed 10
the Massachusetts Depariment of Public Works
Proposed Route 2 roadway improvements as pre-
sented in the Fall 1988 for the following reasons:

* The proposed roadway will not soive the
MﬁcprobleminﬂxeAlewil‘carea.butnlher.
will merely push the traffic further into Cam-
bridge; B

« It will exaccrbaxé traffic congestion at the
Fresh Pond Reservation rotary, endangering
the water supply;

* Itis not worth $40 million of public funds:

* Itbreaks with 2 long-standing public palicy
that through traffic into Boston should not be
encouraged;
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(13) Improve pedestrian access from the Fresh by the State Department of Public Works. Once the
l Pond Apartments/Jefferson Park area to the Fresh Thomas Danehy Park is completed and is being
Pond Shopping Center and Thomas Danchy Park. used, the feasibilityof a pedestrianoverpass will be

This should be done by adding a stairway to the reconsidered.
Alewife Brook Parkway bridge to be constructed
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North Cambridge Stabillization Committee
¢/0 27 Seven Pines Avenue '
Cambridge, MA 02140

April 19, 1991 ﬂ |
Mr. Edward Handy,

Assistant Director for Intergovernmental Affairs
Cambridge Community Development Department

City Hall Annex

Cambrideze, MA

Dear Ned:

" Phank you for extending the time for specific public comment on
the City Manager's first-draft recommendations for use of the Year 17
_ cambridge CDBG grant. On behal? of the North Cambridge Stabilization

Committee, we propose that the following budget categories be adjusted
to provide increased funding for urgently needed projects as indicated
“:* in Nelghborhood 113 5if"¢‘;f§§‘4¢:’:{én;@:Tsf:.%é;r’i;?‘.'r-'l_.ce-’.-ef--.?'.". Taw TrAVERM L ot
I R 1.‘

e . . i

ey e AR e CLE . ) e . .. .
Hduéinf ngg;ggg§ﬁ§§;$25.ooo to address the problem of large
;- "expiring-use- publi¢ housing projects in North Cambridge and to
_1nitiatd-thé*brohoas?br'creqting\tenant ownership opportunities
3% inj these: buildings REAR, DD L0 T T Y el Te -
,LE%&&%W&%@%WT[&&W@%&& R oL
- "3, open Space Rehabi $47,300 for rehabilitation of Clarendon Ave,.
- 7", Park,and _$0,000; tg. conplete renovations; of Sleeper Park. .
‘ i R P A A e

laf;@ibl'streets i ea:jsso;boo,foﬁ‘creatféﬁtyafnﬁ safe pedestrian A&

A w-§ e el .
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ewalks , .

TV walkway and bridge; owy the railroad tracks that separate Rindge

_ ;hhvrpygpplﬁgﬁggrqoﬁ! vk from Danehy Park/Fresh Pond Shopping Center.

(0 R N e R R iy s T T

. Neighborhoo Traé itiess- $50,000 toward creation of an Alewife T

. security supgﬁaﬁfpny{Incluqing improved lighting, closed-circuit TV,

AT and communication hardware. to allow improved coordination between
TSR 3 o 6h&ggg¢pqigg:}f&§¢?’Eﬂ?&ng;gdgfszﬂﬁyiyg;@; R T SRS

e Xyt . & RNy
B o

CRCTEAN -
s
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7. Special Neighborhood Stabilization Fund: $75,000 to offset the..
suggested reductlon. in total NCSC budget allocation necessitated

by inclusion of Neighborhood 12 in the City-funded stabilization
program for_ the Alewife area.

8. Nelghborhood Business Rehab & Development: $50,000 to fund Mass, Ave.
Storefront and sireeiscape improvements, reduce vacancies in
North Cambridge, and promote ownership and development among
minorities, women, and recent immigrants,

10. Comprehensive Planning: $30,000 for initial studies of Sheridan
Square an¢;?;olloyLSqna:el;including feasibility of mixed-use

development of the trollex yard site (as arfordable housing,
nurs;ngAhgggjlpubiIdgm" ¥;£a

e Bt Bl e | dad HPer it
S R '-",.;_-.‘4‘ ARt ;- Sink P SN
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11. Pro aﬁ_Maﬁag;ﬁeh%[??éjéz' Execﬁfion: $50,000 <toward startup and
‘ initial staffing needs of a nonprofit North Cambridge Community.
Devalopmeg}Eporpqrqt#onj;;_‘ ,

space, NCSC office, day care center, etc.

Do e e

we look forward to meeting with you and other appropriate staff %o

provide further details and explain why thege programs are ¢ cially import:
L : kﬁ@l’/’/mf/’/v /"'69 %&ﬂm
Sincerely, George McCray,” Chair hael Brandon



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

MICHAEL ROSENBERG,

Assistant City Manager for
Community Development

MARY FLYNN,
Deputy Director for

Community Development . -

City Hall Annex

57 inman Street
Cambridge, MA 02139
617 349-4600

Fax: 617 349-4669

April 27, 1993

" Mr. Richard D. Clarey
.. Chairperson
-North Cambridge Stablllzatlon COmmlttee

15 Brookford Street
Cambridge, MA 02140

Dear Mr. Clarey:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of April 23,
1993 requesting a change in the proposed F.Y.’94 CDBG
budget as presented to the public for review in the
Cambridge TAB and Chronicle.

_Copies of the letter have been circulated to Michael

Rosenberg, Eileen Woodford, Stuart Dash and Janet
Cudmore-Reale, and we have met together for an initial
but in-depth discussion of the proposal.

During next week, Stuart Dash will contact you to arrange
a meeting between the North Cambridge Stabilization
Committee and our staff. We look forward to further
discussion of your proposal at that time.

Very truly yours,

s ~

Edward A. Handy
Block Grant Director

cc: Michael Brandon
Peter Cignetti
George F. McCray
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Cambridge City Hall B =< o0
795 Massachusetts Avenue T N ET
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RE: North Cambridge Railroad Crossings x o
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Dear Councillors:
I write to report that the Community Develbpment Department
has taken the initiative to gather together the different

parties who are interested in the solution to the safety
The members of our Subcommittee met with staff members

problem.
of the Community Development Department and Assistant City
a task force

Manager Rosenberg on May 6, 1993. At that time,
was organized and given various assignments, including

communicating with the MBTA, MDC, Conrail and whatever other
transportation agencies are involved, commercial interests and
nearby residents, with a goal toward bringing them all together
and finding interim and then long-term solutions. Our next
meeting will be on May 20. We hope to reach a consensus on how
best to address this problem, and when we do, we will ask for

the Council's support.
Sincerely yours,

ol 1 (e,

Richard D. Clarey .

RDC:emc

52558

Richard D. Clarey, Chair 15 Brookford Street Cambridge, Massachusetts 02140 (day) 817-227-0720 (eve) 817-884-8751



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS 02139

. T 3494300
Fax 349-4307
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
ROBERT W. HEALY
City Manager
RICHARD C. ROSS!

Deputy City Manager October 1, 1993 -

Mr. John J. Haley, Jr., General Manager
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority
State Transportation Building

10 Park Plaza v

Boston, Massachusetts 02116

Dear Mr. Haley:

Last May, the City of Cambridge established a task force to look
at the pedestrian safety problem along the Fitchberg Division
Commuter Line in North Cambridge. This has become a serious
problem considering that several fatalities and numerous near
misses have occurred in this corridor over the last two decades.
I would like to thank you for the cooperation that the MBTA has
given to the City in this effort, with special recognition to
Patrick Jordan who has been particularly helpful.

We have recently selected the firm of Wallace, Floyd, Associates
Inc. in association with Gordon, Bua & Read, Inc. to undertake a
Feasibility Analysis Study of Alternatives for Improved
Pedestrian Safety in this corridor. We would welcome the full
involvement of the MBTA in this effort which will take four to
six months to complete. At that time and after reviewing the
recommendations, I hope we can all agree on a suitable course of
action and begin implementation as quickly as possible.

However, given the severity of the problem, I am requesting that
the MBTA undertake some immediate short term actions that will
improve safety. ldeally, the best action would be to formalize
one or more at grade crossing, such as has been done along the
Grand Junction Line in the eastern part of the city. If this
proves infecasible at this time, we would at least like the MBTA
to install warning/safety signs along the ROW, not just *no
trespassing” signs. In addition, we would reguest that .all trains
sound their whistles and/or their bells as they pass through the
area and most important, slow down. A 50 to 55 mile per hour
speed is much too high for such a dense urban area especially one
with su~h a history of pedestrian safety problems.

100% Recycled Paoper




Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this request.
If you have any questions or require additional information,
please contact Mr, Richard A. Easler at the Cambridge Community
Development, 57 Inman Street, Cambridge MA 02139 (349-4600).

Very trfl yoursiy//

“Rdbert W. Healy
City Manager

CcC: Patrick Jordan, MBTA Commuter Rail
George Laite, Sen. Havern’s Office
- .-Lance Canmpbell, Sp. Flaherty’s Office
Rukiah Abdul-Malik, Sen. Barrett’s Office




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT .

MICHAEL ROSENBERG.
Assistant Clity Manager for

Community Development
MARY FLYNN, SO
Deputy Direcror for .

Community Deveiopment
a October 4, 1993

Senator Robert Havern
Attn: George Laite
Statehouse - Rm. 513
Boston, MA 02133

Dear Senator Havern:

Last spring another pedestrian fatality took place in North
Cambridge involving a commuter rail train traveling along the
Fitchburg Division Line. This has become an all to frequent
occurrence over the last two decades especially when the number
of non-fatal accidents and near misses are considered. As a ‘
result, the City of Cambridge established a task force composed
of City officials, community residents, area business
representatives, and relevant State agencies, to investigate the
problem and make recommendations as to how safe pedestrian
movements can be made across this dangerous barrier.

To help the task force in this effort, the City has engaged the
firm of Wallace, Floyd, Associates Inc. to undertake a
Feasibility Analysis Study of Alternatives for Improved
Pedestrian Safety in this corridor. Several of the possible
improvements such as overpasses or grade changes could be quite
expensive. Therefore, on behalf of the City of Cambridge, I am
requesting that you help us by placing a line item in the new
Transportation Bond Bill that would provide monies to implement
the recommendation of the study and the task force. I am
suggesting an amount of at least $1,000,000 for this project.

One other possible source of help would be the Intermodal Surface
Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA) Sec.1104 -
Congestion Relief Projects. Under subsection (b) of this section,
$1,200,000 in Federal matching money is earmarked “to plan and
construct a bicycle and pedestrian path connecting Arlington,
Cambridge and Boston, Massachusetts". Implementing this
connection from the Minuteman Bikeway to the Charles River
bikeway could very logically provide one of the safe crossings
needed along the railroad corridor in North Cambridge.

Ciry Hall Annex

57 inman Street
Cambridge. MA 02139
617 349-4600

Fax: 617 349-4669




Thank you for your continued cooperation and support in helping
to f£ind and implement a solution to this important problem. If
you have any gquestions or require additional information, please
let me know as soon as possible.

Very truly yours,

Richard A. Easler
Transportation Coordinator



ORTH CAMBRIDGE STABILIZATION COMMITTEE

October 12, 1993

John J. Haley, Jr.
General Manager
MBTA :

Ten Park Plaza
Boston, MA 02116

RE: Railrocad Accidents Involving Trespassers jin North Cambridge
Deaf Mf}-Haléy:

On March 13, 1993, an MBTA Commuter Rail train ran down and
killed a North Cambridge woman who was crossing the tracks from
her home on the north side to Fresh Pond Shopping Mall on the
south side. This was the latest in a long series of deaths that
we are aware of. We suspect there are other accidents which we
do not know about, both fatal and non-fatal.

Following the March 13 fatality, our Committee and other
groups in the City, including the City's Community Development
Department, formed a group to work on a solution to this problem.
Qur group includes representatives of the MBTA.

We were hoping to work on both short-term and long-term
solutions. We urged several short-term solutions while we
attempted to hire an expert to help us with the long-term
solutions, such as bridges or tunnels.

One of those short-term suggestions was to slow the train as
it goes through North Cambridge. Your representative said that
the commuters from the towns west of Cambridge would object. We
suggested the sounding of a bell, but we were told that neighbors
would cbject to being disturbed by the noise. We suggested the

- flashing of lights along the track from Alewife Bridge to Porter
Square, and that was rejected without explanation. I imagine the
reason is that the flashing of a light constitutes an admission
that you know persons could be on the tracks.

Since you have rejected all of our short-term solutions, I
ask that you make some suggestions.

It seems to me that a pleasant sounding bell such as the one
sounded when your train enters Porter Square Station, if rung

Richard D. Clarey, Chair 15 Brookford Street Cambridge, Massachusetts 02140 {day) 617-227-0720 (eve) 617-864-6751




along the track from Alewife Bridge to Porter Square, would be a
very easy remedy which would have no cost. Flashing lights seem
cheap and easy also.

It is certain that sooner or later another trespasser will
be killed because, as you know, there are large numbers of people
~ who live on one side of the tracks crossing every day to get to
stores, playgrounds and schools on the other side.

The MBTA ought to be in a position of having at least
attempted to prevent the next tragedy.

Sincerely yours,
‘Richard D. Clarey ’
RDC:emc. - -

cc: Stuart Dash, :
Cambridge Community Development Department

Joseph Joseph,
North Cambridge Stabilization Committee

ncsc-mbt.ltr



NORTH CAMBRIDGE STABILIZATION COMMITTEE

October 20, 1993

John J. Haley, Jr.
General Manager
MBTA

10 Park Plaza
Boston, MA 02116

RE: Railroad Safety in North Cambridge

Dear Mr. Haley:

At its meeting of October 13, 1993, our Committee voted
unanimously to request that when you or your representative
appear at the meeting on November 9, 1993 of the North Cambridge
Railroad Safety Committee at the Fitzgerald School, you come
forward with short-term suggestions for alleviating the danger
that exists as a result of your high speed commuter trains
through North Cambridge. 1In addition to the suggestions
mentioned by our former Chairman, Richard Clarey, in his letter
of October 12, 1993, we ask you to consider, among others,
signage warning of frequent high speed trains.

Sincerely yours,

U '_,&.- ~Ba, T

Joseph J. Joseph ™

cc: Robert Healy, City Manager

o oebkby oy

- Joseph J. Joseph. ¢ Sar Bon 593 Cambndge, Massachusetts 02140 (617} 868-5136




NORTH CAMBRIDGE STABILIZATION COMMITTEE
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October 20, 1993

Robert'ﬁealy
Ccambridge City Manager

City Hall
Cambridge, MA 02139
RE: North Cambridge Railroad Safety

Dear Mfl Healy:

At a meeting of our Committee .on October 13, 1993, it was
voted unanimously that the Committee urge you personally to
intervene to demand short-term solutions to the problem caused by
high speed commuter trains travelling through North Cambridge.

The North Cambridge Railroad Safety Committee, which has
been working over the months with Mike Rosenberg, Stuart Dash and
Dick Easler, has been working hard on the global issues of a
long-term solution; but we have been less successful in getting
the MBTA to respond to our suggestions that, until the matter can
be studied in depth, they devise some interim way to keep the
tracks safe. We have suggested slowing the trains, sounding
melodious bells, flashing lights and signage.

The MBTA has not responded positively to any of our
suggestions. We have asked them to make suggestions when they
come to a community meeting on November 9.

In addition, we ask that you consider interim solutions that
the City can impose, such as signage and notices to nearby
residents.

Sincerely yours,
B j
“\"‘ [s B O RN 4 \/,_..\w

e

ler

' Joseph J. Joseph

cc: Stuart Dash

ncsc-hea.ltr

Joseph §. joseph, Chan  Bov 593 Cambride. Mavachusens 02140 (617) B68-5136




70 RINDGE AVENUE
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02140
349-6530

November 1, 1993

Attached please find a very important notice regarding a meeting on Railroad Safety sponsore
by the North Cambridge Stabilization Committee and the Community Development Department. Th

meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 9, 1993 at 7:30 p.m. in our school auditorium.

I urge you to attend this meeting. As you know, there are major safety issues for the
children and adults living in the North Cambridge area regarding railroad safety. There

is also a Survey Form which you may bring to the meeting or have your child return it to

his/her teacher before November 9th.

Safety is an issue which effects everyone! Please come to the meeting on November 9th.

I hope to see you there!

Sincerely, ,
L‘: A D Femen
Robert D. Ferrari

Principal
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Transportation Buneng
Yon Park Plogs

Sesten, Massachusets 02118

Noveubsr 2, 1993

¥r. Robert Healy, City Manager
Cambridge City Hall

795 Massachugsetts Avenue
Camhbridge, MA 02139

Dear Mr. lealy:

I support the efforts of the City of Cambridge with regard to
pedesiiian salely near the commater rail line which runs through
North Cambridge. Your selection of & consultant to study the
situation is & step in the right directicon. We willi continue to
suppor: your efforts anrd remain involved by assigning Pat Jordan to
assist you.

With regard to your request for aaditional grade crossings, we
are under a direct:ve by the Federal Railroad Adminisctration (FRA)
to reduce grade crossings by 25%. Grade crossings generally do not
improve safety. They prcvide access for pedestrians to cross in
areas where trains travel at high speeds, thus increasing the
possgibility of an accicent.

We acknowladge the importance . of a cemprehensive
Safaty/Signage program, and ara precenrly assessing the needs
throughout the system. We expect new gignage t¢ be in place early
in 19%¢.

Decreasing Lhe speed of Lhis Lrain as you requested would have
an adverse impact on present and future ridership on this line. A
slowdecwn, therefore, is nol possible.

we would bc happy to initiate whictle biowing at Rindge
Avenue. Please keep in mind, however, that historically when
whistle blowing takes place, the City, as well as the MBTA, is
often inundated with complaints about noise. You might want <o
consider this propcsal further and inform us of your decision.



.

As I am sure you are aware, we have invited the members ¢f the
North Cambridge Railroad Committee for a trip on the commuter rail
linc on November 6. Staff memhers from Safety., Commuter Rail
Transportation and Mechanical will be on hand to answer questions.

I look forward to a positive resolution of this matter,
Should you have any questions;-plcase feel free to contact ma.

Sigcezoly, .

Jehn & ) Jez.
erp}l Mardger

WBV:kgd
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Massachusets Bay Transportation Authority

WilliamF, Weld  Argeo Paul Cellucei James J. Kerasiotes John J. Haley, Jr.
- Governor Liessenans Governor Secrenary and MBTA Chsgirman Generol Manager

April 28, 1994

- st

Mr. Robert W. !!.lly
City Manager

Canbridge City Hall

- 795 Massachusetts Avenua
Canmbridge, MA 02139

RE: North capbridge Railrosd Safety study
Dear Mr. Healy: |

Thank you for your communication regquesting assistance in
improving pedestrian safety in the arsas adjacent to and along the
commuter raill righteof-way in North Cambridgs. As you know, Pat
Jordan, Marketing and Ridership Officar at the MBTA, has been
participating in the City of Canmbridge’s Railroad Safety Task
Force’s activities mnd incorperating the infoermation generated
through that effort into the MBTA’s znalysis of the North Cambridge
facilities. In support of these efforts, the MBTA has been
reviewing oparations and facilities in this area in order to
identify msans of improving pedastrian safaty.

. After completing our analysis of the area and reviewing the
work of the Task PForce, the MBTA has identified certain near term
and long term actions that wa would propose to undertaks to
discourage pedestrian crossings o¢f the tracks while improving
mobility betwaeen major destinations in the area. We are proposing
two actions to be implenented in the near term: 1). installation
of additional fencing to reducs psdestrian crossings; ana 2).
initiating paratransit shuttle servics bstween major destinations
on sither side of the tracks betwean whicnh these pedestrian trips
are currently occurring.

To discourage pedestrian crossings along the MBTA righte-of~-
way, wa will install intertrack fencing from the new MDC truss
bridge to the Sherman Strest crossing. This type of fencing
signiricantly reduced pedestrian crossings where it has been
utilized elsawhere along MBTA rights=of-way. We ars proposing to
ingstall this fencing to a haight of four feet along this length of
track. As the fencing may easily ba cbserved by MBTA train
operators, breaches in the fencing are guickly identified, repcrted

. Messachusens Ba: Transporwation Authority, Ten Park Plaza, Boston, MA 02116-3974
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Mr. Robert W. Healy
Pags 2

and repaired. We ars also proposing to work in coopsration with
the City in developing and implemsnting new paratransit service in
the North Cambridge areaa to provide a safe and efficient means of
transportation between ths major rssidential, recreational and
retail concantrations located adjacent to the MBTA right-of way.
We would like to begin developing an initial service program with
City of Cambridge staff as soon as possible. We anticipate that
installation of the fence and the availability of paratransit
service may be accomplished within six menths.

For the long term, we are willing to participate with the City
and the Task Force to lccata design and construct a pedestrian
bridgs at the appropriate location between the MDC truss bridga and
Sherman Strest. We are prepared to commence this effort when the
Task Force has conmplsted its work. '

We look forward to discussing -f.hue proposals with you, eity
staff and the Task Force and welcome comments and recommendations.




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS 02130

T 3494300
Fax 340-4307
May 26, 1994
John Haley
General Manager -
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority
Ten Park Plaza

Boston, MA 02116-3974

Re:  North Cambridge Railroad Safety Study
Paratransit shuttle service

Dear Mr. Haley:

Thank you for your letter of April 28, 1994 regarding proposed actions by the MBTA to both
discourage pedestrian crossing of the railroad tracks in North Cambridge and enhance mobility
in the area. We are very pleased that the MBTA is interested in working in cooperation with the
City of Cambridge in developing and implementing paratransit service in the North Cambridge
Railroad Corridor area to enhance mobility and safety in the area.

Over the last few weeks, City staff have compiled additional information needed to assist in the
establishment of this service. We have identified on the enclosed map the important locations
to be served by the shuttle. We suggest that daily service be provided at twenty minute intervals.

We are also in the process of compiling a list of appropriate business owners in the area with
whom to discuss this planned service. We would like to meet with your staff first to discuss
routing, vehicle type, schedule and projected costs of this service. Also, we would like to work
closely with the MBTA as you discuss this shuttle service with area businesses, the North
Cambridge Railroad Safety Task Force and the North Cambridge community. Please contact
Stuart Dash at 349-4600 to discuss next steps.

100% Recycied Paper



" We also look forward to working with the MBTA in implementing the other recommendations
of the North Cambndge Railroad Safety study. Thank you for your continued oooperanon and
assistance on these issues.

enclosures . -

cc: Pat jdrdan
Sharna Small






CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL ORDERS
AND CITY MANAGER'S RESPONSE



ity of @ambridge

5.
IN CITY COUNCIL
AMENDED ORDER January 19, 1976

Cquncillpr Danehy

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to arrange
a meeting with the appropriate oi‘ficials of this City and of the Boston &
Maine Rallroad and of the State Department of Transportation in order
to correct the hazardous and worsening cdnditions at the Sherman Street
railroad crossing, and be it further
ORDERED:

That the approprlate offlcials of the City of Somerville,
State Department of Public Works and the Boston & Maine Railroad be
requested to enforce the weight limits for heavy truck traffic on the

Prospect Street overpass at the Somerville / Cambridge line.

In City Council January 19, 1976

Adopted as amended by the affirmative vote of 9 me
Attest: Paul E. Healy, City Clerk

A true copy, - 7 /57

LA Yo b P

ATTEST: G 7 s
P ar AL R V4
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1.
IN CITY COUNCIL
March 8, 1976

Councillor Danehy
ORDER.ED

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to contact
the appropriate officials of the Boston and Maine Rallroad to request
thalt4 aA su-rVey be conducted at the Sherman Street crossing to establish
a proé;eciure other than what is currently in effect, to ensure the
safety of the pedestrian traffic at this location, and be it further
ORDERED: ‘

That this survey include a proposal as well as a date for
implementation for these safety standards for pedestrians and also
for appropriate cleaning up and general landscaping of the Sherman
Street c-rossing as well as the crossing located at Massachusetts Avenue

and Cedar Street.

Iy ; ;
"y Gouaci! /OMV// UQ/Q/Q'
Adorted by the affirmstive vote

Of oo mambers

y J'b
&wd -’f ju‘%c‘//'/ﬁ' City Clort




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

57 INMAN STREET, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139 . TEL. 876-6800 -

~

. DEPARTMENT OF .
TRAFFIC & PARKING May 17, 1976

George Teso
Director

' Mr. James L. Sullivan
City Manager
City Hall

. Cgmbridge, Massachusetts
DearHr. .Sullivan:

I have been working with tht'e‘Boston Maine Railroad con-
ceming the condition of the cross'ing at Massachusetts Averme
and Cameron Avenue, ‘and the Railroad crossing at Sherman Street
with a view towards upgrading and rgconstruct:i.ng them to make
it safer for pedestrians and motor vehicles to cross these tracks.

I am enclosing a copy of a press release stating the dates
that ihe Massachusetts Avenue crossing will be done and in the
mefantime I will contimue to push for the upgrading of the

Sherman Street railroad crossing.

. Very truly yours,

, Geofge “Teso
Traffic Director

GT:rd



@ity of Qamhbridge

25.
IN CITY COUNCIL

September 27, 1976
Councillor Graham

ORDERED:
That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to appear
at the.yext meeting of the City Council to report on the status of the

proposed pedestrian bridge at Jefferson Park.



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 0213%
Tel. "m\

\.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
JAMES L. SULLIVAN o
City Manager October 4, 1976

' To the Honorable, the City Council:

In response to Council Order No..2 of September 13th
relative to resurfacing railroad crossings, please be advised that

. the resurfacing of railroad bridges and crossings in the Common=-

wealth of Massachusetts now rests with the State Highway Department.
Mr.- Gonrad C. Fagone, Commissioner of Public Works, has met with them
on numerous occasions to develop some long-range plans for this work,
and reports that they have completed the following:

l. Temporary repairs to Walden Street and Huron Avenue
bridge decking. (Permanent repairs will be made at’
a later date undetermined at this time.)

2. Replacement of paving material with rubber decking
on Massachusetts Avenue railroad crossing.

In addition, the Sherman Street crossing has been approved
and .scheduled for work possibly this Fall. The State is presently
negotiating with the Penn Central Railroad for the crossing on Main
Street, Massachusetts Avenue, Broadway, and Cambridge Street. No
decisions have been reached on these yet.

Very truly yours,

Jame§ L. Sullivan
ity/Manager

JLS/mbf



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

COMMU%!R@%&@"P.?ENT DEPARTMENT
City Hllb'Ap{'Si ¢r Q'I;mtpy;ﬁiaadway

ger il Bse ' Th

CAMERIDGE, KASS.

EXTENSION 344

To Paul E. xseazy,yc& Clerk
From David R. Vickery, Acting Administrator Date October 8, 1976

Subject  City Council Order Re Pedestrian Bridge at Alewife Brook

- We have received a City Council order directing Ned Handy
to report on the status of the proposed pedestrian bridge across the
Boston and Maine right-of-way east of Alewife Brook Parkway.

This will advise you that I have assigned this responsibility
to Richard Easler, our Chief Transportation Planner. He and I will

be prepared to report to the City’ Council upon being ‘advised of the , .
date and time. - o

e et eem mmee e -

cc: James L. Sullivan, City Mana'ger

.t
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@ity of Camhbridge

IN anCouncu.

Councillor Graham October 18, 1976

ORDERED
That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to include in
" the -budget for FY 77-78-a»sqm sufficient for the construction of a
.pedestfi;n foot bridge from the Jefferson Park Housing Development to
the land owned by the Metropolitan District Commission by the Fresh Pond
Shopping Center, and be it further |
ORDERED:
V Tha£ iﬁéECiiy Manager be and héf;;ymi;.;;qgg;;;&-ﬁg-é;ﬁfer.;iih o
the Commissioner of the Metropolitan District Comhiésiﬁn as soon as possible

in order to arrange for this construction at the earliest possible date.

In City Council October 18, 1976
Adopted by the affirmative vote of 9 members.
Attest: Paul E. Healy, City Clerk

A true copy,
ATTEST:




@ity of Camhridge
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. : IN cITY "couNcl
Councillor Russell December 6, 197

WHEREAS: -

This City Council has adopted many orders as introduced byAvarious
members regaxﬁing the extremely hazardous condition which exists at the
Shex-;nan;:§treét railroad créssing, and

" WHEREAS:

The Boston and Maine Rialroad has, over the past year, resurfaced
other railroad crossings in our city and it is now time to repait the
most dangerous crossing in our e.r'_xt:[re city, now therefore be it
RESOLVED:

’I‘hg_t the City Manager be and hereby is reguested to.repoﬁ to this
City Council within two weeks the cix::-'rent status of this prqbiem -as well
as pr_qposing some alternative method of reéurfacing this section of track
if the Boston and Maine Ré.ilroad rei:use- to correct f.he long-standing pro-

blem. .

In City Council December 6, 1976
- Adopted by the affirmative vote of 9 member:
Attest: Paul E. Healy,'City Clerk ’

A true copy,
. - ATTEST:




COUNCILLOR D. SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR: DANERY

'WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

ORDERED:

@ity of Qamhridge

4.

IN CITY COUNCIL
April 1, 1985

A grave safety hazard is created by attempts to cross

"the busy MBTA/Boston and Maine (Fitchburg Division)

railroad tracks between the Fresh Pond Shopping Center

. and the Fresh Pond Apartments {Rindge Towers) and

Jefferson Park housing developments; and

Many citizens of Cambridge and shopping center merchants
have been striving for several years to obtain a
pedestrian overpass across these tracks, most recently
at a March 21 meeting; and

Although the Community Development Department has
previously included such an overpass in its capital budget
recommendations to the City Manager, funding has never
been proposed to the City Council; therefore, be it

That the City Council schedule a public hearing for its
meeting of Monday, April 29, to discuss the feasibility
of building this pedestrian overpass, and that the City
Manager, representatives of the Community Development
Department, the Cambridge Housing Authority, and the
MBTA, and interested citizens and merchants be invited
to attend. :

In City Council April 1, 1985.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of 9 members.
Attest:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.

A true copy;
&24v4‘:¢é?,;’7
ATTEST: -
e

Paul E. Healy; City Clerk.



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS 02139 -« (617)498-9017

OFFICE OF
THE CITY CLERK

April 12, 1985

Mr. Rusen Atiniz

Trustee of Fresh Pond Shopping Center Realty Trust
c/o Zayre Corporation

Property Tax Department

Route 2 -0 .

Framingham, MA 01701

Dear Sir:

Please be advised that the City Council, at its meeting of April 1, 1985
adopted an order (a copy of which is enclosed), scheduling a public hearing to
discuss the feasibility of building a pedestrian overpass over the MBTA/Boston and
Maine (Fitchburg Division) railroad tracks between the Fresh Pond Shopping Center and
the Fresh Pond Apartments (Rindge Towers) and the Jefferson Park housing development.

Said hearing has been scheduled for Monday, April 29, 1985 at 6:00 p.m. in the

City Council Chamber. Through you, we wish to notify the merchants at the Fresh Pond

Shopping Center of this hearing and cordially invite you to attend at this time.

Very truly you

Paul E. Healy, Citf Clerk.

PEH/mh

Z-closure: City Council Order #4 of 4/1/85
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~

IN CITY COUNCIL

May 6, 1985

COUNCILLOR DUEHAY

ORDERED: That in relation to the City Manager's communication dated
May 6, 1985 regarding potential revenue sources for the pedestrian
overpass between Fresh Pond Shopping Center this City, should
those funding sources become unavailable, the City Manager be and

hereby is requested to search for alternate sources; and be it
further

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to report to the
City Council within one month relative to the progress madg in
obtaining funding from the sources mentioned in hig communication
to the Council for the construction of the pedestrian overpass.

In City Council May 6, 1985.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of 8 members.
Attest:~ Paul E. Healy, Ci lerk.

A true copy;

ATTEST:- » Mj}

Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.




—<:;TV '
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE ’

CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS 02139
Tel. 498-9011

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT |
ROBERT wW. HEALY May 6’ 1985

City Manager

To thezﬁonorable, the City Council:

At the Public Hearing on April 30, 1985, the City Council requested
the City Manager to provide additional information on potential funding
sources for a pedestrian bridge over the railroad tracks from Jefferson
Park to the Fresh Pond Shopping Center.

'.?reliminary cost estimates réﬁge from $750,000 to $900,000. The
major reason for such high estimates is the necessity to have this struc-
ture in compliance with handicapped accessibility.

Potential funding sources include:

Cambridge Housing Authority $150, 000*
C.R.A. Biotechnica Land Sale 100,000
UDAG Loan Repayment (Biotech) 350,000 ($70K for 5 years)
Chapter 90 Highway Money? 150,000
Total $750,000

The assumptions in this funding scheme require the one point of
origin be located in Jefferson Park in order to be eligible for the CHA
monies, and HUD funding of the Biotechnica UDAG, which will not be announced
until after May 31.

Additionally, inquiries are being made with the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts and the MBTA as to their possibilities of participating in the
funding of this project.

The asterisk after the CHA funding indicates additional State funds
would have to be applied for to get the dollar figure to $150.000. The
question after the Chapter 90 roadway funds indicates that the project eli-
gibility for Chapter 90 funds still needs to be determined.

Obviously, more information needs to be gathered, but, inasmuch as
the UDAG piece will not be known for some time, the other pieces can be
researched.

Very truly yours,
Robert W. Healy

_ City Manager
SU/b



COUNCILLOR WOLF

WHEREAS :

ORDERED:

Uity of Qambridgre

N T SOYRg

The City Council, on an Order by Councillors

Danehy and David Sullivan, has voted to ask the

City Manager to pursue a walkway over the railroad
tracks at Fresh Pond Shopping Center, therefore, it is

That the City Manager confer with the MBTA and State

D.P.W. to determine whether plans to build such a
walkway near the Route 2 bridge can be combined
with the City's project.

In City Council May 13, 1985.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of 9 members.
Attest:- Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.

A true copy;

VA
ATTEST:- , /.‘,,///4, / Yéﬂ;':r

i
Paul E. Healy, City Clerk.



Jity of Camhridne

IN CITY COUNCIL

COUNCILLOR WOLF
JUNE 29, 1987

ORDERED: That the City Manager present a progress report on the
deliberations about the footbridge over the railroad
tracks at the Council”s August meeting; and be it further

ORDERED:,,'A_ That he put some cautionary signs in the vicinty of
Jefferson Park and Rindge Towers to alert pedestrians to
the dangers of walking at and across the tracks.

In City Council June 29, 1987.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of 9 members.
Attest:~ Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.

A true copy; 4‘:%4 am

ATTEST:~
Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.



@ity nf Cambridge

30.

IN CITY. COUNCIL

August 3, 1987

COUNCILLOR GRAHAM

ORDERED:

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to instruct
the Assistant City Manager for Community Development to develop
a program by which the City could seek State assistance for
the construction of a pedestrian footbridge at Rindge Avenue
and Jefferson Park.

In City Council August 3, 1987.
Adopted by the affirmative vote of 9 members.
Attest:- Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.

A true COpyML '3 G‘“W

ATTEST: -
Joseph E. Connarton, City Clerk.



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS 02139
ToL 498-9011

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
ROBERT W. HEALY
City Manager

RICHARD C. ROSS!
Deputy City Manager
‘ ' August 3, 1987

To the Honorable, the City Council:

In reéponse to Awaiting Reports No. 9 and 18 the following information is
provided relative to the construction of a pedestrian crossing over the
railroad tracks in the area of the proposed New Street Park.

The City and its consultant recognize the importance of public safety and
the need to provide safe and convenient ways to cross the railroad.
Presently, residents from Rindge Towers and Jefferson Park must cross the
railroad tracks utilizing the Route 2 - railroad overpass, at-grade
utilizing Sherman Street or illegally through holes in the fence along the
railroad right-of-way. Even prior to the final Master Planning for New
Street Park, resident groups from Rindge Towers and Jefferson Park
requested a pedestrian overpass for access to Fresh Pond Mall. The park
site when fully developed will create significant recreational
opportunities for the adjacent neighborhood and the City as a whole.
Adequate parking will be provided for those who drive to the park. 1In
addition, several pedestrian access locations have been identified.
However, the railroad tracks along the northern border of the site create a
barrier between the housing areas and the park.

The construction of a pedestrian overpass will require a significant
expenditure of funds by the City and will not be a simple task. The
overpass over the tracks will require an easement be obtained from the MBTA
and possibly from the B&M Railroad, depending on the location. In
addition, the design will need to be reviewed by several local boards and
state agencies in addition to the MBTA, B&M, and Amtrak who presently
control the railroad right-of-way. Based on discussions with the State
Architectural Barriers Board, the overpass will need to be designed to be
accessible to the hand1capped which adds significant length to the crossing
as well as costs to construction.



Page 2
. August 3, 1987

As part of the Master Plan development, the consultant team was asked to
evaluate opportunities and limitations associated with providing pedestrian
access-across the railroad tracks. Based on field observations and
discussions with various potential users, it is very clear that a single
pedestrian overpass cannot be located to serve all desired uses. This
finding is based on the fact that Rindge Towers and Jefferson Park (the two
primary potential users) are not connected and an industrial area separates
"the two sites along the tracks. In addition, some residents are seeking
access to the Fresh Pond Mall while others will seek entry to the park
which .are separated by a track.

The Metropolitan District Commission (MUC) is presently developing plans
for a new vehicle bridge over the tracks as part of the scheduled Route 2
improvements. The new bridge will include sidewalks for pedestrians and
will replace the old bridge structure. As an interim measure, the MDC
plans to construct a temporary pedestrian overpass adjacent to the existing
bridge. In discussions with MDC, alternatives to a temporary pedestrian
bridge were explored including the construction of a permanent bridge to
the east of the Route 2 overpass adjacent to Rindge Towers. MOC indicated
that this was not possible for several reasons. An easement would need to
be obtained from the MBTA and B&M which could delay the roadway project.
The cost of a permanent structure which must be handicapped accessible,
would be significantly more than the proposed temporary structure. The
project is well into design already and changes could cause the project to
be delayed. Based on MDC comments, an alternative approach was
recommended. To reduce the distance people would walk from Rindge Towers
to utilize the new Route 2 bridge, it has been suggested that a stairway be
built from the new bridge to the southwest corner of the Rindge Towers
parking lot. The new overpass sidewalks will provide for the handicapped
access. In discussions with the MDC, it does not appear that the stairway
will be installed by the MDC. This would be a much more cost-effective
crossing for the-City to install than a full pedestrian bridge which would
require an easement from the MBTA. The City will need to discuss this
option further with the MOC and coordinate design and construction
activities for this potential pedestrian connection. This solution would
serve Rindge Towers, but not Jefferson Park.

The consultant team also reviewed the potential for use of an existing haul
tunnel under the railroad tracks for a pedestrian crossing. The existing
tunnel is presently buried and filled with refuse. The tunnel location
does not prov1de access to either Rindge Towers or Jefferson Park since its
outlet is in the industrial area. The high groundwater in this area would
require continuous pumping to keep the the tunnel open and public safety 1n
an 80 - 100 foot tunnel, even if lighted, would be questionable.



Page 3
August 3, 1987

As shown in the Master Plan, a pedestrian overpass has been proposed to
connect the proposed park with Jefferson Park. The exact location and
design -requirements were not addressed as part of the design effort. The
proposed overpass must span four sets of railroad tracks and have a
clearance over the tracks of approximately 20 feet. This will require
significant stairways and over 600 feet of ramps (the length of two
football fields) since the access must be provided to accommodate
‘handicapped persons. (See attached concept sketch.) The overpass will also
need to-be pile supported due to its location. Additional study will be
required before an overpass could be designed and constructed in the area.

The park, when initially constructed, cannot be excessively used, since the
site has significant environmental constraints for establishing good turf.
The vegetation installed on top of the landfill will require special care,
maintenance and time to establish., As the site matures and can support
increased uses, the need for a pedestrian overpass in this area can be
further evaluated. Since it is estimated that the cost of a pedestrian
overpass in this area would be approximately $1.5 million (in 1987 costs),
the City must be sure such a cost can be justified. The Phase I Site
Improvements are designed to vegetate the site, provide areas for active
and passive recreation, and create the potential for future uses. Phase Il
Site Improvements will address problems encountered in operation and
maintenance of the site, develop more intense active and passive recreation
facilities and could potentially include a pedestrian overpass if the need
is shown. Delaying the construction of the pedestrian overpass willt allow
the City to seek additional federal and/or state funding for overpass
design and construction should it prove feasible and desirable. -In the
interim, technological advances might also provide alternative means for
handicapped access and bridge crossings.

We hope you find this information of assistance.
Very truly yours,
Y .
///fé/%
Robert W. Healy
City Manager

RWH:g
Attachments

(1v-45)
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City of @ambridge
39.

IN CITY COUNCIL
January 10, 1994

COUNCILLOR TRIANTAFILLOU
COUNCILLOR BORN
COUNCILLOR SULLIVAN
COUNCILLOR TOOMEY

VICE MAYOR RUSSELL

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:
WHEREAS:

ORDERED:

The safety of the citizens of Cambridge has been undermined by the existence of
MBTA Trains-travelling through North Cambridge at a high rate of speed; and

Several people have died as a result of crossing the tracks to take advantage of
the services available at Fresh Pond Shopping Center and the recreational
facilities at Danehy Park; and

The City Council passed an order dated October 18, 1976 requesting the City
Manager to include in the fiscal year budget for 1977-1978 a sum sufficient for
the construction of a pedestrian foot bridge from Jefferson Park Housing
Development to the land owned by the Metropolitan District Commission by the
Fresh Pond Shopping Center; and

The City Manager was requested to confer with the Commission of the
Metropolitan District Commission as soon as possible in order to arrange for this
construction at the earliest possible date; and

No pedestrian foot bridge was ever built; and

The hazardous conditions continue to exist; now therefore be it

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to contact the MBTA and/or

the Govern to request that the trains travelling between Alewife and Porter Square
be slowed to a more acceptable and safe speed; and be it further



-2-

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to report to the City Council
as to the status of the construction of said pedestrian foot bridge.

In City Council January 10, 1994,

Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.
Attest:- D. Margaret Drury, City Clerk.

A true copy, ‘

ATTEST:-  19. Ma,?w }C9:~wa

D. Margaret Drury
City Clerk
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IN CITY COUNCIL
January 24, 1994

VICE MAYOR RUSSELL
COUNCILLQR SULLIVAN

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

Whereas:

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

The North Cambridge Stabilization Committee’s sub-committee on Rail Road
Safety has been meeting on a regular basis to determine what steps can be taken
to reduce the probability of accidents along the Rail Road tracks which run
through North Cambridge; and

Gathering data concerning past accidents has been most frustrating for the people
working on this committee; and

Possible sources for gathering this information are as follows:

State Transportation Board;
Attorney General’s Office;
Boston Globe Computers;
MBTA; and

There seems to be no agency in the city which is responsible for this type
statistic; now therefore be it

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to designate some department
responsible for accumulating this information using data available from the above
sources, and any files which may be found in City Departments, and to have a
system in place for recording further incidents which may take place in the
vicinity of this Right of Way in the future; and be it further

That the City Manager be requested to report back to the City Council as soon
as possible.



ccM-101
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IN CITY COUNCIL
January 24, 1994

VICE MAYOR RUSSELL

WHEREAS: There is an ongoing study regarding rail-road safety in the North Cambridge
Area; and

WHEREAS: Statistics gathered during the course of this study indicated that an alarming
' number of people, of all ages, are crossing the tracks-at three different places in
the North and that the trains are travelling at 55 miles per hour between Porter

Square and Alewife; and

WHEREAS: Crossing during the winter months is made more dangerous due to the fact that
the trains are less audibie; now therefore be it

RESOLVED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to confer with the General
Manager of the MBTA with the view in mind of taking immediate steps to lower
the speed limit to 25 MPH in this vicinity; and be it further

RESOLVED: That the City Manager be requested to report back to the City Council as soon
as possible.
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IN CITY COUNCIL
January 24, 1994

VICE MAYOR RUSSELL

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to direct the Police

Commissioner to initiate traffic control measures at Sherman Street in the vicinity
of the construction near the Rail Road Crossing due to the fact that automobiles
are backing up -over the railroad tracks during the rush hour periods, causing a
hazardous situation to both motorists and train passengers alike.
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS 02139
TEL 349-4300
Fax. 349-4307
EXECUNVE DEPARTMENT
_ _ROBERT W. HEALY
City Manager

RICHARD C. ROSS!
Deputy City Manager

February 7, 1994

To The Honorable, The City Council:

In response to Awaiting Report Item No. 1, regarding the status of the construction of
a pedestrian footbridge over the railroad tracks in North Cambridge; Awaiting Report Item No.
6, regarding reducing the speed limit of trains travelling between Porter Square and Alewife;
and Awaiting Report Item No. 8, regarding gathering information for the Railroad Safety -
Committee, please find attached a report received from Michael Rosenberg, Assistant City
Manager for Community Development.

Robert W. Healy
City Manager

RWH/mev
attachment

Printed on Recycied Paper



MICHAEL ROSENBERG.

Assistant City Manager for
Community Development

MARY FLYNN,

Depury Director for
Community Development

City Hall Annex

57 Inman Street
Cambridge. MA 02139
617 349-4600

Fax: 617 349-4669

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

To:  Robert W. Healy, CitE Manager

From: Michael Rosenberg, ASsistant City Manager for Community Development

Re: Council Order #39, dated 1/10/94 Re: Status of the Constmption of a
Pedestrian footbridge over the railraod
tracks in North Cambridge as described

Date: January 27, 1994 in the Council Order of 10/18/76.

Over the past three decades as several relatively dense housing developments
have been built along the Fitchberg Division railroad right-of-way in North Cambridge,

" larger and larger numbers of people have been crossing and walking along the tracks

to reach the Fresh Pond Shopping. Center and other destinations such as Danehy Park
and the Fitzgerald School. This has created a very hazardous situation resulting in
several fatalities. o

Status of the 1976 Order for a Pedestrian Footbridge

The City of Cambridge has examined the possibility of improving this situation
over the years. On October 18, 1976, the City Council passed an order (see attached)
to have the City Manager budget for the construction of a pedestrian footbridge in this
area. The pedestrian bridge over the tracks was not built at that time for a number of
reasons, the two most important being that there was no agreement among the
interested parties as to how the bridge costs might be shared; and, the railroad was not
responsive to the idea of allowing a pedestrian bridge over their right-of-way. It was
also clear that such a footbridge would serve just one of the many pathways that are in
use in this area. The project was put aside after two years of efforts to resolve these

issues.

In 1987, the City again examined this issue, and asked the firm of Camp
Dresser & Mckee, working on Danehy Park at the time, to give an estimate for the
cost and design (see attached concept sketch) of such a footbridge. The cost estimate
was $1.5 million, and the design, conforming to handicapped accessibility
requirements, resulted in a ramp system of almost 600’ (to clear the necessary 22’
above the tracks at the required slope of a maximum 1" of rise for every 12" of run
would make a ramp of at least 264’ up, across a 60° bridge, and 264’ down). These
two factors led to the decision to wait until the park was in use. and the new Alewife
Bridge was constructed. It was also clear at that time that there were a number of
pathways crossing the tracks, and that a single footbridge would not serve all of the

desired crossing points.

The Railroad Safety Task Force

In response to a request last spring from the North Cambridge Stabilization
Committee, the Community Development Department initiated a study that will;

*  Document all aspects of the problem,

*  Determine major desire lines for pedestrian movements,

*  Define the regulatory process controlling activities in and adjacent to the



railroad corridor, v

* Investigate possible solutions (both short and long term),

* Estimate order of magnitude costs and implementation constraints, and

* Recommend the most feasible course of action and suggest possible options for

funding. )

In order to provide direction for the study, the Community Development Department, with
the help of the North Cambridge Stabilization Committee, organized the Railroad Safety Task
Force. This project advisory committee includes representatives of both City and State agencies
as well as residents of the neighborhood affected. A membership list is attached. The group has
met several time to discuss the problem and make suggestions for possible solutions.

- City Manager Request to the MBTA for Slower Speeds

Since any solution requiring construction would probably take a long time to implement,
the committee requested that some short term solutions such as slowing down the trains, sounding
whistles, and providing warmning signals for the existing pedestrian crossings be implemented
immediately. As a result the City Manager sent a letter to the MBTA General Manager making
such a request (see attached letter of October 1, 1993). The response from the MBTA (see
artached letter of November 2, 1993) stated that because of train scheduling and liability problems
only the whistle blowing option was feasible to implement, and only if the neighbors would not
object to the noise.

In the meantime a subcommittee of the Task Force (including three neighborhood
representatives) participated in a process that selected the firm of Wallace, Floyd, Associates Inc.
to conduct the actual study. With the help of the committee, a questionnaire was prepared and
distributed to residents along the corridor. The results are now being analyzed by the consultant.
As soon as the study consultant was selected, an evening neighborhood wide meeting was held to
obtain concems and suggestions from nearby residents.

The first phase of the study is to gather data, both about community concems and use and
railroad use. The product of this phase, a technical memorandum summarizing the collected data,
has just been reviewed in draft form by the Task Force. The results will be used by the
committee to help determine the short and long term strategies to investigate in the next phase.
Possible solutions might include: overpasses, underpasses, at-grade crossings, depressing the rail
line, altemate or other means of transportation, community education programs, signing, fencing,
wamning systems, and a reduction in train speed.

The product of this second phase will be a technical memorandum summarizing the
analysis, including a matrix and maps necessary to describe the altematives. This memorandum
will be reviewed by the committee and presented to the neighborhood at another evening public
meeting.

Based on this input, the consultant will prepare a draft final report recommending a course
of action including a funding strategy and mechanism for continued maintenance. After review by
the committee, a final report will be produced and presented to the neighborhood at a third
evening public meeting. The report will then be forwarded to the City Manager for review.

The entire study should be completed by April 15, 1994. wPen-Seacorars









	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



