To the Honorable, the City Council:

The undersigned hereby petition the City Council of the City of Cambridge to
amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Cambridge by rezoning Special
District 2 in North Cambridge to more closely reflect its Residence B base zoning
as recently announced redevelopment projects will essentially complete the
conversion from industrial use to residential use. Our current Zoning Ordinance

says:

17.22 Purpose. It is the intent of this Special District 2 to encourage the

establishment of residential uses in the district in a form and density

compatible with the adjacent residential neighborhood. However, given the
significant presence of nonresidential uses in the district, provision is made for

the conversion of those existing nonresidential uses to other nonresidential uses
more compatible with the residential neighbors, with the intent that all

nonresidential uses will, over time, be replaced with permitted residential
use.

The present proposal would complete the implementation of that change in city
policy implemented by Special District 2. The historic commercial and industrial
zoning designations in this area reflected a different time and pattern of use that
grew up around the railroad. Times have changed and land use patterns have
evolved with the replacement of the railroad by the subway covered by our Linear
Park.

This amendment has independent parts. “Part 1” removes all commercial uses.
Alternatively, “Part 1A” retains artistic uses, which are important to our
Cambridge community. “Part 2" slightly reduces the density to more closely
conform to the Residence B base zoning as incentives for residential conversion
are no longer required. For large lots in Residence B the FAR is 0.35 (instead of
the 0.50 for small lots) and the Minimum Lot Area for Each Dwelling Unit is 4,000
square feet (instead of the 2,500 for small lots). The proposed changes still allow
significantly more dense, multi-family developments in this zoning district which is
surrounded by the lower density, two family Residence B district. The primary
reason for this small density reduction is that SD-2 allows multifamily
development which enables the 30% FAR increase for Affordable Housing. Thus
the actual FAR increased from the allowed 0.65 to 0.84 as compared to the
surrounding Residence B 0.35 for large lots. This proposal results in a final FAR
of 0.65.

Part 3 protects the Linear Park Open Space that splits the length of Special
District 2. The height restriction in Part 2 additionally protects this Open Space.
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Amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Cambridge by doing the
following:

Part 1
Delete 17.23.2 entirely

OR Part 1A

Delete 17.23.21(a) and (c) as shown:

17.23.21 The following nonresidential uses, not otherwise permitted in a
Residence B District, shall be permitted as of right in this Special District 2
provided the conditions set forth in Section 17.23.22 are met. Nevertheless, for
purposes of the Zoning Ordinance, Special District 2 shall be considered a

Change all occurrences of 0.65 and 0.75 in Sections 17.24.1 (1) and (3) to 0.50

Change "one thousand and eight hundred (1,800)" in Section 17.24.2 (1) to "two
thousand and five hundred (2,500)"

Change "0.65" and "one thousand and two hundred (1,200)" in Section
17.24.2(3) to "0.50" and "one thousand and eight hundred (1,800)", respectively

Add the following to the end of Section 17.24.3(3): "However, any portion of a
building located fifty (50) feet or less from the boundary of any other zoning
district with a maximum building height of thirty-five (35) feet or less or from the
sideline of a street shall have a maximum height of thirty-five (35) feet.”

Part 3

Add new “Section 17.25 Protection of The Linear Park Open Space”

Any fences within the building setback of the Linear Park Open Space will be
such that sight lines are minimally obstructed. Examples of conforming fences
are wrought iron, wire, or chain link. Examples of non-conforming fences are
board, stockade, or concrete walls.
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Name (signature)

Address (and PRINT name)

MARE G UZTE L

\

\— /v
\
L 4

Yelpwoy Yot/

ok frg e L e Y]
&M ﬁ syloqg -ED&,{‘)’IQ.S
. uran /‘72 Hglgfeqy St, Carx
| Asmn, Pore v
h_%' 49 Harvey QJ\./,,Coumgah e
Lesa. Gkl e

(52 #W%
Pebtcc, Ko N

120 Mantyomed] 51 Conbide HA g 14g

Susaan Baetd

/<1

A/../_

M
BT Sy o

9|

4)8.7

611 999~
TI35Y



Name (signature) Address (and PRINT name)
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) am/F (signa‘ture)

Address (and PRINT name)
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