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CET Team: from l to r, Christopher Hope, Carrine Bury, Rabeya Akther,
Seble Kidane, Kafia Hassan, Amany Hyte, Xianghong Yu, and Magaly Ayala.

The Community
Engagement Team is a
multi-agency
collaborative that reaches
out to underserved
Cambridge families and
connects them to
community events and
resources, develops
community leaders, and
supports agencies in
working with a diverse
community.

(Missing Tagesech Wabeto)

Dear Reader,

As we begin the fall, we celebrate CET’s
numerous successes. Over the past year we have
met our goals in reaching out to close to 350
families in the City of Cambridge. In the pages of
this newsletter, you will find highlighted
information about our staff and upcoming events.
The CET Outreach Workers thank you, and
encourage you to continue to participate in city
events and services.
Inside this issue:
Pgs. 2, 3 Meet the Team: Outreach Worker
Bios
Pg. 4 Family Gathering & Upcoming Events

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT TEAM
5 WESTERN AVE.
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139
617-349-6278
csousa@cambridgema.gov
mgodfrey@cambridgema.gov
WWW .CAMBRIDGEMA .GOV /DHSP/CET

WHAT I LEARNED FROM A PARENTING
WORKSHOP
Parent Testimonial
My name is Stephanie Edma. I moved to the United
States from Haiti in 1993. Now I have four adult kids
and four grandchildren. I went to The Community
Learning Center to learn English and eventually
participated in a free nurse’s aid program.
Carrine Bury’s family is a long time neighbor and
friend from Haiti. When she moved to US in 2006 I
was very happy to help her integrate in the Haitian
community. I suggested to Carrine to take English
class at the Community Learning Center. After a year
and half at the CLC she told me about her Outreach
Worker job. She invited me to one of her parenting
workshops. I did not expect to learn anything because
I have been here for so long but I want to support
Carrine. To my surprise in that presentation I learned a
lot about the importance of talking to children. That
information helps me when I am taking care of my
grandchildren. Since then I participate in many of
Carrine’s presentations. I even offered my house many
times for parenting presentations to help other
families. The information that she is giving is very
helpful to the community.

Support for CET is provided by the City of Cambridge through the Department of
Human Service Programs and the Cambridge Public School Department.

Outreach

MEET THE TEAM: OUTREACH WORKER BIOS
My name is Rabeya Akther. I am an outreach worker for families from Bangladesh. I
came to the U.S with my daughter in 2002. In the U.S. I started taking English classes
at the Community Learning Center. CLC also helped me to not only finish the Bridge
to College Program, but also apply for a scholarship and enroll at Bunker Hill
Community College. I studied early childhood education there. As a CET outreach
worker I am able to continue to improve my community-engagement skills. I am able
to introduce families from my community to different resources in Cambridge
including family-friendly literacy focused community events. Being a CET outreach
worker has also helped me continue to foster a positive and supportive relationship
with my daughter.

My name is Magaly A. Ayala. I joined the Community Engagement team in 2009 as
an outreach worker for Latino families. I am originally from the Dominican Republic
where I obtained a Bachelor’s degree in nursing prior to immigrating to the United
States with my family. I raised three children with my husband, Anthony, while
working part-time as a certified nursing assistant. Upon relocating to the Cambridge
area, I enrolled in the Early Childhood Education program at Essex Community
College in Bedford, where I graduated with an Associate’s Degree.

Hi my name is Carrine Bury. I work as an Outreach Worker for Haitian families. I
was born and raised in Haiti where I got my college degree in Business Administration
and Accounting. In Haiti I worked for fifteen years as a teacher and a principal in a
Kindergarten. When I first came to the United States I took English classes at the
Community Learning Center and did the Harvard Extension Program. Then I enrolled
in a biotech class and graduated with a certificate as a biotech technician. I have two
daughters, my oldest daughter is 18 years old and my youngest daughter is 13 years old.
I have lived in the USA for 6 years.

My name is Tagesech Wabeto, I do outreach to the Ethiopian Community. I have been
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To reach any of the CET Outreach Workers, contact Carole Sousa at 617-349-6278 or csousa@cambridgema.gov.
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My name is Christopher Hope. I was born and raised in Atlanta, Georgia. I relocated
to Cambridge, MA, six years ago. Since then I have fully committed myself with helping
to fulfill the needs and concerns of the citizens of Cambridge. My particular focus is on
those living in Area IV and those in the American-Born Black community. My hobbies
include DJ'ing, being a radio personality, and helping to submit new entries into a social
art project.
Hi, my name is Kafia Hassan and I am an Outreach Worker for families from Somalia
in Cambridge. I was born and raised in Somalia. I have been living in Cambridge since
2007. I attended Cambridge College. I have three sons, my oldest is eighteen, my
middle child is seventeen and my youngest is ten. I love reaching out to others and being
a part of a community. I do my best to help others as much as I can. Having experienced
moving to America, I feel that I can contribute by helping those who are recently going
through the same transitions. I speak English, Somali and can understand Arabic. I work
part time as a personal assistant at Cerebral Palsy Association of MA.

My name is Seble Kidane. I am from Ethiopia. I graduated college with major areas of
study in secretarial science and office management, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. I worked as
a secretary in an Ethiopian governmental and nongovernmental office for about five
years. I came to this country in 2006 I am married and have one son. I live in Cambridge.
When I came to the United States I took English classes at the Community Learning
Center (CLC). Today, I am a Certified Nursing Assistant and work in an assisted living
program. I am also an outreach worker, working with Ethiopian families with young
children.

Hi, my name is Amany Hyte. I’m a CET Outreach Worker for the Arabic community
in Cambridge. I was born and grew up in Egypt. In 2000, I completed a Bachelor’s
Degree in Art and Education in Arabic language. I moved to the United States in 2003. I
have three daughters, the first is ten years old, the second is seven and the youngest is
four. I live in Cambridge the most beautiful city.

My name is Xianghong Yu, I come from Shenzhen of China. I graduated from HuNan
Institute of Science and Technology in China. My majors are Physical Education and
Economic Management. I had a rich working experience in teaching and management in
HuNan. I was an editor of the Children’s Psychology Program in ShenZhen TV station
in ShenZhen. Right now, I am a teacher at Newton Chinese School. I am also an
outreach worker of the Community Engagement Team in Cambridge, and work with
Chinese families in Cambridge.

To reach any of the CET Outreach Workers, contact Carole Sousa at 617-349-6278 or csousa@cambridgema.gov.
I have been in the United States for 3 years. I am married and have one son and one
daughter. I live in Cambridge. After I came to the United States I attended English class
at the Community Learning Center. (CLC). I like to help people, and enjoy teaching
children.
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FAMILY GATHERING
On August 27, 2013 the Community Engagement Team Outreach Workers sponsored a family gathering
at Danehy Park in North Cambridge. Twenty-eight families from the Haitian, Ethiopian and Spanishspeaking communities were present. It was a fun day. Families shared their experiences working with the
outreach workers and got to know each other.

UPCOMING OUTREACH WORKER
PARENTING WORKSHOPS
October

Children’s Brain Development

November/December

Babies Cry, Have a Plan

January/February

Let’s Talk…It Makes a Difference

March

Reading Party

April

Story Telling Workshop 1

May

Story Telling Workshop 2

June

Children’s TV Viewing

July

Making the Healthy Choice the Fun Choice

To reach any of the CET Outreach Workers, contact Carole Sousa at 617-349-6278 or csousa@cambridgema.gov.

