Morse Preschool
Newsletter
Fall Curriculum

Apples, Pumpkins, and Leaves, oh my! This fall we have been exploring
the wonderful things we love about fall. We got to go apple picking,
carve pumpkins together, and visit “our tree” each week at the Charles
River to see the beautiful leaves changing right up until the tree was
bare! Now that the time has changed, we are going to explore things
that we do during the day and night, and what stirs in the dark! This
will lead us into nocturnal animals before we get into winter
hibernation!
Our Shared Reading experiences have been a lot of fun as well. The
children couldn’t get enough of Mrs. Wishy Washy, and are very
intrigued by our latest book, “In the Dark Dark Woods.”
After saving some large boxes from a shipment, and seeing the fun the
children had with those boxes for weeks, they decided to transform
our block and imagination area into a recycling center, and café for the
workers. This spurred a field trip in the making to the Cambridge
recycling center.
There is never a dull moment at the Morse Preschool, and as always, we
couldn’t do it without your support! Thanks for everything, and let’s
cross our fingers for a few more weeks without snow!

Transition To Kindergarten
We will hold a meeting in regard to the kindergarten registration
process in December at 8:30 AM. We will send home more information
in regard to this meeting later in the month. We will distribute
information soon that includes key dates for the registration process.
It is important to visit any of the schools you are interested in having
your child attend before registering. Families are allowed to request 3
schools, in priority order, that they would prefer for their child’s
kindergarten assignment.
Parents need to register their child between January 1 and
January 30 to have the best chance of having their child assigned
to one of the schools of their choice. Please see the website of
the Cambridge Public Schools (www.cpsd.us) for additional
information in regard to the registration process. If your child will
turn four by March 31, your child is eligible for junior
kindergarten. If your child will turn five by August 31, your child
is eligible for kindergarten.

Music with Philip
We have Philip back for the third year. Philip comes on Wednesday
mornings at 9:15. The children have been learning new songs,
instruments, and, of course, having fun.

Field Trips
The children visited the Firehouse and the firefighters were amazing!
The children tried on the very heavy fire hats, sat in the Engine, and
watched a firefighter slide down the pole.
We also walked over to the river to check out the annual Charles River
Regatta. The weather was perfect on the day we walked over to the
river. The children cheered for the rowers, and were able to see the
skulls. So much Fun!

Child of the Week
We will begin our child of the week in December. We will have parents
choose a week, and Mary will update everyone on which week they are
assigned to. A very important aspect to The Child of the Week is to
have parent involvement by spending some time in the classroom. This
can be a little as a half hour. Some of the ideas that have been
generated are:
• Have breakfast, lunch, or snack with your child
• Make a display highlighting your family
• Read a book to the class
• Cook your favorite recipe with the children
• Share one of your hobbies
Please see the teachers about setting up a time to visit the classroom
during your child’s special week.

Reading Buddies
The children have started our Reading Buddies Program with the
Grade 2/5 after school program every Monday afternoon from 3:45 –
4:15. This has been an excellent opportunity for the children to spend
time with the older children and get to hear some of their favorite
stories read to them by their peers. The older students engage them in
certain listening skills such as predicting and story recap. It’s such a
great way for the older children to practice their reading and for us to
practice our early literacy skills.

Play Date
We visit with the K/1 after school program every other week on
Thursdays. The children have enjoyed exploring each other’s
classroom materials, and playing with some of our friends who have
moved on to kindergarten.

Parent Involvement:
Kabir’s parents, Sucharita & Kishore, visited our class to share their
tradition of Diwali. Diwali, or Deepavali, is the "festival of lights",
celebrated on the fifteenth lunar day of KrishnaPaksha, the no moon
day of the Hindu calendar month Ashvin. In the Gregorian calendar,
Diwali falls between mid-October and mid-November. Diwali is an
official holiday in India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Mauritius, Guyana,
Trinidad and Tobago, Suriname, Malaysia, Singapore and Fiji.
The name deepavali which translates into "row of lamps” involves the
lighting of small clay dias (lamps) filled with oil to signify the triumph
of good over evil. Firecrackers are burst because it is believed that it
drives away evil spirits. During Diwali, all the celebrants wear new
clothes and share sweets and snacks with family members and friends.
We all got to light electric tea lights and watch them glow in the dark!

Home Reading Program
The home reading program will start in the beginning of December.
You’re child will pick their first book to bring home in their reading
bag. The children will choose books on Mondays and return them on
Fridays.

Parent Partnership Group
Our first PPG of the school year will be held in December. This group
of 3-4 parents meets 3-4 times a year to plan a fundraising activity.
We have had amazing activities over the past 3 years and can’t wait for
this year.

Wish List
*Boxes of Kleenex
*Scrap paper for drawing
*Plastic Bags (Like Shaws)

IMPORTANT DATES
TO REMEMBER
November 11th – CLOSED for Veterans Day
November 27th and 28th – CLOSED for Thanksgiving
December 5th – CLOSED for Teacher Training Day
December 24th and 25th – CLOSED for Christmas
January 1st – CLOSED for New Years

