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CAMBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY

African American Poetry
edited by Arnold Rampersad and Marcellus Blount • 
illustrated by Karen Barbour
A nicely illustrated and varied collection of poems from 
the 18th to 20th centuries. Sterling, 2013

The Bill Martin, Jr. Big Book of Poetry
edited by Bill Martin, Jr.
An expansive anthology of over 100 poems, beautifully 
illustrated by many great children’s book illustrators. 
Simon & Schuster, 2008

Eric Carle's Animals Animals
by Eric Carle
A broad collection of animal poems, both classic and 
modern, with Carle’s fabulous collage illustrations. 
Philomel, 1989

Every Thing on It
by Shel Silverstein
Like all of his books, this collection of previously 
unpublished poems will have everyone laughing. 
HarperCollins, 2011

Forget-Me-Nots: Poems to Learn by Heart
selected by Mary Ann Hoberman • illustrated by 
Michael Emberley
You’ll want to memorize the whole collection, from 
three-line haikus to two-page poems. Little Brown, 2012

I’ve Lost My Hippopotamus
by Jack Prelutsky • illustrated by Jackie Urbanovic
More than 100 new poems with Prelutsky’s special brand 
of silliness--great to read aloud. Greenwillow, 2012

A Kick in the Head: An Everyday Guide to 
Poetic Forms
selected by Paul Janeczko • illustrated by Chris 
Raschka
Perfect for the budding poet: a wide array of poems with 
descriptions of the forms. Candlewick, 2005

Nasty Bugs
edited by Lee Bennett Hopkins • illustrated by Will Terry
Creepy crawly fun from acclaimed poets, along with facts 
about icky bugs large and small. Dial, 2012

Poetry Speaks to Children
edited by Elise Paschen
A broad collection of children’s poems, many read by 
their authors on the accompanying CD. Sourcebooks 
Mediafusion, 2005

The President’s Stuck in the Bathtub: 
Poems about the Presidents
by Suzan Katz • illustrated by Robert Neubecker
A funny poem for each, from Washington to Obama, plus 
the facts behind the poem. Clarion Books, 2012


