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Introduction

The Cambridge Police Department is proud to announce our new BridgeStat 
program.  This program, released on the first Friday of every month, is designed 
to share information with the public and combat crime in the city. 

BridgeStat is a multilayered dynamic approach to crime reduction, quality of life 
improvement, and personnel and resource management.  Police personnel meet 
to devise strategies and tactics to solve problems, reduce crime, and ultimately 
improve quality of life in their community.  Similar systems are in use in other 
major cities including:  NYC, Washington, D.C., Philadelphia, Austin, Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, and Baltimore.

Through the new BridgeStat program, the Cambridge Police Department will 
produce a monthly public report to the community on current police priorities in 
terms of crime, traffic, and disorder issues in the city. 

Beginning iterations of BridgeStat include information relating to historical trends, 
a breakdown of crimes by type, strategies the Cambridge Police are deploying to 
deal with crime patterns that have been identified, and tips for how citizens can 
protect themselves and help reduce crime in Cambridge.  This version contains a 
detailed review of crime for 2010 as we begin 2011 and our work to keep crime at 
the historic lows we have seen while targeting problem areas.
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ǒThe Crime Index is composed of selected offenses used to gauge 

fluctuations in the overall volume and rate of crime reported to police. The 

offenses included are the violent crimes of murder, rape, robbery, and 

aggravated assault, and the property crimes of burglary, larceny, and auto 

theft. The Crime Index was developed by the Federal Bureau of Investigationôs 

Uniform Crime Reporting program to standardize the way in which law 

enforcement agencies report crime statistics. In 2007, the Cambridge Police 

converted from UCR submission to entering crime data electronically in to the 

National Incident Based Reporting System.

ǒThe total crime index has fallen 44% in the 25 years since 1986. Serious 

crime numbers have been on a steady decline since the late 1970s, with 

the exception of spikes at the turn of two decades. These spikes were 

caused by a sharp increase in property crimes in 1980 and a sharp 

increase in violent crimes in 1990. After 1997, the crime rate leveled off for 

approximately six years, until it dropped by 10% in 2003. Since 2003, crime 

totals have averaged about 4,000 crimes a year, with fluctuations of around 

300 crimes above and below this amount. However, serious crime dropped 

for two consecutive years, a 15% decline between 2007 and 2009. The 

trend of serious crime not  sustaining a decline for 3 consecutive years 

held true in 2010.
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ǒSerious crime increased by 1% in Cambridge in 2010. There were 44 

additional Part 1 crimes reported in 2010 when compared with the previous 

year. This slight rise in crime comes on the heels of the 2009 total which 

represented a 40-year low in reported offenses. In fact, the 3,614 serious 

crimes recorded in Cambridge in 2010 represents the Cityôs second lowest 

Uniform Crime Reporting Index number reported to the FBI since 1970.

ǒAfter recording two consecutive yearly declines of 5% in 2008 and 10% in  

2009, a certain leveling of the crime dip was expected. Cambridge had not 

recorded three consecutive crime declines since the Eisenhower 

administration. However, when compared with the 2007 total of serious 

crimes, there were 541 fewer incidents reported in 2010. When measured 

against the 5-year weighted average for Part 1 crimes in Cambridge, which 

is 3,835 incidents, a six percent reduction is revealed.  

ǒFurther analysis reveals that while property crime registered a slight 

uptick of two percent, violent crime fell 3% in 2010. The violent crime of 

robbery is slightly above a 50 year low and the property crime of auto theft is 

at an all-time low.
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CRIME INDEX: 2010
Cambridge Part I Crimes
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2%

1%

BridgeStat ςDecember 2010

2009 Change

Violent Crime Total

Property Crime Total

Total Part 1 Crimes

2010

449 437

3121 3177

3570 3614

*5-Yr Avg Change

-6%

-6%

2010

454 437

3381 3177

3835 3614

-3% -4%

Å Violent crimedrops3%andhits 2nd lowest level in 40years.
ï Since1970, there hasbeen only 1 year with lessviolent crime and

that was2007, when17 fewer incidentswerereported than in 2010.

Å Despite2%uptick, property crimesitsat near50-year low.
ï Therewere just 56 more property crimesreported in 2010 than in

2009, which saw the lowest number of property crimes reported
sincethe 1960Ωǎ.

*5-Yr Avgis a weighted average where more recent 
years are weighted more heavily in the calculation.
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2009 Change2010ChangeCrime 5-yr Avg

0Murder 1

23Rape 17

163Robbery 180

2010

2 0

20 23

172 163

22-Commercial Robbery 3521 22

141-Street Robbery 146151 141

251Aggravated Assault 255255 251 -2%

-7%

5%

-5%

15%

-100%

-2%

-3%

-37%

-9%

35%

-100%


