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 Part I Total Crime 

July  
2012 

Å While serious crime in Cambridge has risen 5% when 

compared with the first 7 months of 2011, when measured 

against the 5-year weighted average for this time frame, a 

slight 1% drop (15 fewer crimes counted) has been recorded. 

The majority of the increase from 2011 to 2012 can be 

attributed to the overall increase in larceny (8%), with 108 

more thefts reported when compared with the first 210 days of 

2011. 

 

Å A detailed analysis of all statistics indicates that there were 99 

additional property crimes recorded in the first 7 months of 

2012 to register a 6% incline when placed against the 2011 

statistics. 

6/5 - 7/2 7/3 - 7/30 Change 2011 2012 Change Avg Change

Total Violent Crime 33 29 -12% 241 238 -1% 244 -2%

Total Property Crime 250 271 8% 1660 1759 6% 1768 -1%

Total Part I Crime 283 300 6% 1901 1997 5% 2012 -1%

4 Week Snapshot Year to Date Five Year
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 Part I Property Crime 

Larceny from motor vehicles (+24%) with 72 additional incidents, and larceny 

from persons (+43%) with 67 thefts above last year, account for the vast 

majority of the rise in property crimes so far this year.  Housebreaks, which had 

increased by 43% when compared to the First Quarter of 2011, have leveled off 

over the past 3 months (+9%YTD) and are now 21 incidents above last yearôs 

total. 

July  
2012 

6/5 - 7/2 7/3 - 7/30 Change 2011 2012 Change Avg Change

Burglary 40 51 28% 290 295 2% 263 12%

Commercial Break 6 8 33% 57 41 -28% 53 -23%

Housebreak 34 43 26% 233 254 9% 210 21%

Larceny 197 210 7% 1280 1388 8% 1397 -1%

Larceny (Misc) 2 4 100% 22 25 14% 17 47%

Larceny from Building 26 26 0% 250 215 -14% 226 -5%

Larceny from MV 59 50 -15% 305 377 24% 447 -16%

Larceny from Person 38 25 -34% 157 224 43% 178 26%

Larceny from Residence 8 17 113% 116 130 12% 106 23%

Larceny of Bicycle 37 50 35% 196 185 -6% 168 10%

Larceny of Plate 5 3 -40% 29 21 -28% 28 -25%

Larceny of Services 3 0 -100% 15 7 -53% 16 -56%

Shoplifting 19 35 84% 190 204 7% 210 -3%

Auto Theft 13 10 -23% 90 76 -16% 108 -30%

Total Property Crime 250 271 8% 1660 1759 6% 1768 -1%

Year to Date4 Week Snapshot Five Year
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 Part I Violent Crime 

Å The projected 5-year weighted average for violent crime in Cambridge for the first 7 

months of the year is 244 incidents. Between January and the end of July of 2011, there 

were 241 violent crimes reported. For that same time period in 2012, there were 238 

violent crimes recorded in Cambridge, three incidents below last year (-1%) and 6 

under (-2%) the projected total for the first two quarters of the year. 

 

Å There has been 1 murder In Cambridge in 2012. The crime occurred on the night of 

June 3rd on Willow Street.  A 16-year old female was the victim of a drive-by shooting.  

 

Å Rape is down 17% and robbery has fallen 11% when compared with the first 7 months 

of 2011.  

 

Å Aggravated assaults have risen 6%, with 9 more incidents than 2011. The majority of 

the upward spiral of this violent crime can be attributed to a rise in domestic and 

acquaintance-related assaults over the first 7 months of 2012. 

July  
2012 

6/5 - 7/2 7/3 - 7/30 Change 2011 2012 Change Avg Change

Homicide 0 0 IN-CALC 1 1 0% 1 0%

Rape 2 1 -50% 18 15 -17% 18 -17%

Robbery 16 8 -50% 82 73 -11% 83 -12%

Commercial Robbery 4 0 -100% 17 12 -29% 15 -20%

Street Robbery 12 8 -33% 65 61 -6% 68 -10%

Aggravated Assault 15 20 33% 140 149 6% 142 5%

Total Violent Crime 33 29 -12% 241 238 -1% 244 -2%

4 Week Snapshot Year to Date Five Year
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Change* 
Last 4 Weeks Previous Year 5 Year Average 

* IN -CAL: Percentages are not calculated for numbers so 
small as to present a statistically misleading percentage. 

* IN -CAL * IN -CAL * IN -CAL 

July 
  2012 

ÅOn Sunday, 6/3/12, at approximately 8pm, 2 
female victims ages 16 and 17 were in the area 
of 34 Willow St when they were shot by 
unknown suspects who drove by in a motor 
vehicle.  Both victims were transported to the 
hospital where the 16-year-old victim, Charlene 
Holmes, was pronounced dead. The 17-year-old 
victim was critically injured and is now 
recuperating at home.   

ÅThe investigation is ongoing and anyone with 
information is asked to contact Cambridge 
Police at 617-349-3370. 

ÅThis was the first homicide recorded in 
Cambridge in 2012. 

Å27 of the 34 murders in Cambridge since 1995 
have been cleared by arrest or by the suicide of 
the perpetrator, which translates to an 79% 
clearance rate over that 17-year period. For 
comparison, the clearance rate for homicides 
was 65% nationally and 50% in New England in 
2010.  
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Percent Change 
Last 4 Weeks Previous Year 5 Year Average 

*IN -CAL: Percentages are not calculated for numbers so small as to present a 
statistically misleading percentage. 

ÅOver the first 7 months of 2012, there 
were 15 rapes reported in Cambridge, 3 
fewer incidents than during the same time 
frame last year. The 1 rape recorded in July 
was classified as domestic in nature. All 
but 1 of the rapes in Cambridge so far in 
2012 were categorized as nonςstranger 
incidents. A blitz scenario rape in late April 
remains under investigation at the present 
time. 

Å8 of the 23 sexual assaults reported in 
2011 occurred on a calendar date prior to 
that year.  This is a trend that we have 
been observing over the past few years 
with 25% to 33% of the incidents involving 
domestic or supervisory positioned 
assailants as suspects being reported long 
after the original date of the incident. 2 of 
the rapes reported in 2012 fit this 
scenario. 

-17% -17% 

July  
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Percent Change 
Last 4 Weeks Previous Year 5 Year Average 

+5% +6% 

  July 
  2012 

ÅWhen compared to the first 7 months of 2011, 

aggravated assaults have increased 6%, with 

nine more incidents counted in 2012. When 

measuring this violent index crime against the 5-

year average for the first 6 months of this year, 

there has been a small increase of 5%, with 7 

additional incidents above the projected average 

of 142 assaults. Over the past 4 weeks, there 

was a increase of 5 assaults from the total of the 

previous month. 

Å51 of the 149 aggravated assaults (34% - slightly 

higher average than normal for domestic 

assaults) that were reported so far in 2012 were 

categorized as domestic in nature.  Assaults 

between homeless individuals in Harvard and 

Central Squares have been on the increase since 

the warm weather began in May. 

ÅThere have been 6 aggravated assaults on police 

officers in Cambridge in 2012. Taxi drivers have 

been involved in 6 road rage assaults in 2012. 
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