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* BridgeStat was recognized by the International Association of Crime Analysts in the 

Statistical Bulletin Category at 2011 IACA Training Conference. 
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 Part I Property Crime 

8/30 - 9/269/27 - 10/24Change 2010 2011 Change Avg Change

Burglary 52 36 -31% 357 444 24% 396 12%

Commercial Break 7 5 -29% 69 75 9% 78 -4%

Housebreak 45 31 -31% 288 369 28% 318 16%

Larceny 200 213 7% 2112 1904 -10% 2162 -12%

Larceny (Misc) 1 4 300% 18 27 50% 25 8%

Larceny from Building 25 32 28% 312 326 4% 310 5%

Larceny from MV 52 67 29% 645 489 -24% 769 -36%

Larceny from Person 27 36 33% 272 242 -11% 272 -11%

Larceny from Residence 14 16 14% 154 163 6% 155 5%

Larceny of Bicycle 40 30 -25% 346 323 -7% 272 19%

Larceny of Plate 1 4 300% 31 38 23% 37 3%

Larceny of Services 3 1 -67% 25 21 -16% 23 -9%

Shoplifting 37 23 -38% 309 275 -11% 299 -8%

Auto Theft 17 9 -47% 142 134 -6% 177 -24%

Total Property Crime 269 258 -4% 2611 2482 -5% 2735 -9%

Year to Date4 Week Snapshot Five Year

October 
2011 
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Part I Violent Crime 

8/30 - 9/269/27 - 10/24Change 2010 2011 Change Avg Change

Homicide 0 0 IN-CALC 0 1 IN-CALC 1 0%

Rape 1 3 200% 26 23 -12% 25 -8%

Robbery 9 15 67% 111 110 -1% 130 -15%

Commercial Robbery 4 2 -50% 17 24 41% 21 14%

Street Robbery 5 13 160% 94 86 -9% 109 -21%

Aggravated Assault 31 27 -13% 218 222 2% 213 4%

Total Violent Crime 41 45 10% 355 356 0% 369 -4%

4 Week Snapshot Year to Date Five Year

October 
2011 
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Part I Total Crime 

8/30 - 9/269/27 - 10/24Change 2010 2011 Change Avg Change

Total Violent Crime 41 45 10% 355 356 0% 369 -4%

Total Property Crime 269 258 -4% 2611 2482 -5% 2735 -9%

Total Part I Crime 310 303 -2% 2966 2838 -4% 3104 -9%

4 Week Snapshot Year to Date Five Year

October 
2011 
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ǒ Serious crime continues to wane in Cambridge as a 4% decline was recorded  

when compared with the first forty-two weeks of 2010. Also of note, a  

considerable drop of  9% was calculated when measured against the five-year 

weighted average of index incidents for this time frame. The majority of this 

decrease can be attributed to the overall decline in larceny (-10%) where there 

have been 208 fewer thefts reported in 2011. 

ǒ A detailed analysis of all statistics reveals that there have been 129 fewer 

property crimes recorded so far in 2011 to record a 5% decrease when 

compared with the first ten months of last year. Property crimes registered a 

decline of 9% when measured against the 5-year weighted average for a time 

span between 1/1/11 and 10/25/11. Over the first forty-two weeks of 2011, there 

has been one additional violent crime (356 to 355) reported in Cambridge. When 

measured against the 5-year weighted average, violent crimes are 4% below the 

projected number of 369 for the time period from January 1st to October 25th, of 

this year. 

ǒ The decline of larceny from motor vehicles at 36% below the 5-year weighted 

average for this crime continues to drive the entire crime index on a downward 

spiral. There were 156 fewer thefts from vehicles through 10/25/11 when 

compared with the same time period in 2010. After generating an exceptionally 

low total of street robberies when compared with previous trends for the warm 

weather months in our City, this target crime spiked 67% when compared with 

the previous month and is considered an active, ongoing pattern at the present 

time. 
October 

2011 
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Declining 

Violent Crimes: 
Murder 

Aggravated Assault 

As in previous BridgeStats, Murder  recorded no changes when 

measured against the previous four-week snapshot. The index crime 

of Aggravated Assault was down 13% when compared with 

previous month. The number of domestic assaults have been 

dropping since the second quarter. 

Declining Property 

Crimes: 
Housebreaks 

Commercial Break 

Larceny of Bicycles 

Auto Theft 

 

Four targeted property crimes registered significant reductions in 

Cambridge when compared with the previous four weeks. Burglary  

was down 31% with housebreaks dropping by 29% with no new 

patterns identified. Commercial Breaks continue their impressive 

declines for the year with a 29% drop for the four weeks and 4 

percent reduction for the year. As the weather gets colder, bike 

thefts continue to fall, down 25% from the previous month. 

Increasing Violent  

Crimes: 
Robbery 

Robbery jumped by 67% when measured against the previous 4 ï

week period, an increase of six incidents. A major armed street 

robbery pattern has been identified in Mid-Cambridge and East 

Cambridge/Inman.  

Increasing Property 

Crimes: 
Larceny from MV 

Larceny from person 

Larceny from MVs shot up 29% when compared with the previous 

four weeks, with 15 additional car breaks reported over this time 

period. A series of weekend thefts from vehicles at night in the 

Peabody section of the City has been identified. There were nine 

additional larceny from the person when compared with the 

previous month. Slight spikes in dipper activity has been measured 

in both Harvard & Central Square.  October 
2011 
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ÅNo murders have been reported in Cambridge 

since the double shooting in Cambridgeport on 

the night of 3/12/11. In that incident, two victims 

were transported to area hospitals where one of 

the victims was pronounced dead. The other 

victim survived. While no arrests have been made, 

authorities do not believe the shooting was a 

random incident. This investigation remains 

ongoing.  

ÅAccording to the FBI, there were 14,748 persons 

murdered across the United States  in 2010. This 

was a 4% decrease from the 2009 estimate. In 

2010, there were 4.8 murders per 100,000 

inhabitants. Compared with 2006 rate, murder 

decreased 17.4 % on the national level. Since 

1990, Cambridge has averaged two murders per 

year. 

ÅThere have been three murders committed 

during the month of November in Cambridge 

since 1990. The latest, a 2003 murder, was when 

a female was stabbed to death on November 24th 

of that year. 
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ÅThere were 23 sexual assaults reported 
between 1/1/11 and 10/24/11. The three 
sexual assaults reported since the last 
BridgeStat all have been classified as 
acquaintance rapes. Further analysis of these 
incidents reveals that one is still under 
investigation, one involved a 
juvenile/statutory scenario, and the assault 
on 10.15.11 will lead to the probable arrest of 
an acquaintance of the victim. 

ÅEight of the twenty-three incidents reported 
in 2011 actually occurred prior to this year. 
One of the rapes is a past incident from the 
mid 1990s.  

ÅFifteen of the incidents involved 
acquaintances, four were domestic situations, 
two involved a contact scenario with the 
offender being someone the victim had met in 
a public place, and the one stranger-to-
stranger rape was recorded on the night of 
6/18/11.   
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