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 Part I Total Crime 

September 
2012 

Å While serious crime in Cambridge has risen 4% when 

compared with the first 3 quarters of 2011, when measured 

against the 5-year weighted average for this time frame, a 2% 

decline (68 fewer crimes than avg) has been recorded. The 

majority of the increase from 2011 to 2012 can be attributed to 

the overall increase in larceny (+8%), with 147 more thefts 

reported when compared with the first nine months of 2011. 

 

Å A detailed analysis of all statistics indicates that there were 

100 additional property crimes recorded in the first 3 quarters 

of 2012, which translates to a 4% incline when placed against 

the 2011 statistics. Violent crime has fallen 3% over the first 9 

months of the year. 

8/7 - 9/3 9/4 - 10/1 Change 2011 2012 Change Avg Change

Total Violent Crime 28 35 25% 318 309 -3% 331 -7%

Total Property Crime 278 253 -9% 2272 2372 4% 2418 -2%

Total Part I Crime 306 288 -6% 2590 2681 4% 2749 -2%

4 Week Snapshot Year to Date Five Year
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 Part I Property Crime 

Larceny from motor vehicles (+17%) with 76 additional incidents, and larceny 

from persons (+28%) with 59 thefts above last year, account for the vast 

majority of the increase (4%) in property crimes so far this year.  Housebreaks, 

which had increased by 43% when compared to the First Quarter of 2011, have 

cooled off considerably over the past 5 months and are now 4% under last 

yearôs total. 

8/7 - 9/3 9/4 - 10/1 Change 2011 2012 Change Avg Change

Burglary 46 39 -15% 412 387 -6% 371 4%

Commercial Break 5 9 80% 70 57 -19% 68 -16%

Housebreak 41 30 -27% 342 330 -4% 303 9%

Larceny 224 205 -8% 1738 1885 8% 1903 -1%

Larceny (Misc) 3 3 0% 26 35 35% 23 52%

Larceny from Building 38 23 -39% 299 285 -5% 287 -1%

Larceny from MV 57 67 18% 441 517 17% 611 -15%

Larceny from Person 21 19 -10% 211 270 28% 235 15%

Larceny from Residence 13 21 62% 150 171 14% 144 19%

Larceny of Bicycle 65 40 -38% 297 307 3% 274 12%

Larceny of Plate 2 5 150% 35 30 -14% 34 -12%

Larceny of Services 0 1 IN-CALC 20 9 -55% 21 -57%

Shoplifting 25 26 4% 259 261 1% 273 -4%

Auto Theft 8 9 13% 122 100 -18% 145 -31%

Total Property Crime 278 253 -9% 2272 2372 4% 2418 -2%

Year to Date4 Week Snapshot Five Year

September 
2012 
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 Part I Violent Crime 

Å Between January and the end of September of 2011, there were 318 violent crimes 

reported. For that same time period in 2012, there were 309 violent crimes registered 

in Cambridge, 9 incidents below last year (-3%) and 22 incidents under the 5-year 

average for the first 8 months of the year (-7%). 

 

Å There has been 1 murder in Cambridge in 2012. The crime occurred on the night of 

June 3rd on Willow Street. A 16-year-old female was the victim of a drive-by shooting. 

This case remains under investigation.  

 

Å Rape is up 10% (2 incidents) and aggravated assault has fallen 4% when compared 

with the first 3 quarters of 2011.   

 

Å There have been 3 fewer robberies (-3%) in Cambridge over the first 3 quarters when 

compared to 2011. It has been over 5 months since a predatory street robbery has 

been identified in the City. 

 

8/7 - 9/3 9/4 - 10/1 Change 2011 2012 Change Avg Change

Homicide 0 0 IN-CALC 1 1 0% 1 0%

Rape 2 4 100% 20 22 10% 23 -4%

Robbery 8 11 38% 96 93 -3% 107 -13%

Commercial Robbery 2 0 -100% 22 14 -36% 19 -26%

Street Robbery 6 11 83% 74 79 7% 88 -10%

Aggravated Assault 18 20 11% 201 193 -4% 199 -3%

Total Violent Crime 28 35 25% 318 309 -3% 331 -7%

4 Week Snapshot Year to Date Five Year

September 
2012 
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Change* 
Last 4 Weeks Previous Year 5 Year Average 

* IN -CAL: Percentages are not calculated for numbers so small as to 
present a statistically misleading percentage. 

* IN -CAL * IN -CAL * IN -CAL 

ÅThe first and only homicide to be recorded in 

Cambridge during the first 3 quarters of 2012 

occurred on Sunday, June 13th, at approximately 

8pm. 2 female victims ages 16 and 17 were in the 

area of 34 Willow St when they were shot by 

unknown suspects who drove by in a motor 

vehicle.  Both victims were transported to the 

hospital where the 16-year-old victim, Charlene 

Holmes, was pronounced dead and the17-year-old 

victim was critically injured. The investigation is 

ongoing. 

ÅOn September 13th, of 2012, the SJC of 

Massachusetts affirmed the conviction of Ahmad 

Bright for the 2006 murder of Corey Davis. On 

March 18, 2006, Davis was shot multiple times in a 

vehicle, which was parked on Hamilton Street in the 

Cambridgeport. The victim died from his wounds. 

After an exhaustive investigation, Ahmad Bright 

was arrested. A jury later convicted Bright of murder 

in the second degree. 

Å27 of the 34 murders in Cambridge since 1995 

have been cleared by arrest or by the suicide of the 

perpetrator, which translates to an 79% clearance 

rate over that 17-year period. Nationally, the 

clearance rate for homicides in 2010 was 65%. 
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Percent Change 
Last 4 Weeks Previous Year 5 Year Average 

*IN -CAL: Percentages are not calculated for numbers so small as to present a 
statistically misleading percentage. 

ÅOver the first 3 quarters of 2012, there have been 22 

rapes reported in Cambridge, 2 incidents above the 20 

crimes recorded during the same time frame last year. 

There were 4 rapes reported in Cambridge in 

September. 21 of the 22 rapes in Cambridge for the first 

9 months of 2012 were categorized as nonïstranger 

incidents. A blitz scenario rape in late April remains 

under investigation at the present time. 

ÅOn Friday, August 17, 2012, the Harvard University  

Police Department issued the following alert: a female 

was the victim of a rape in the area of Oxford and 

Kirkland Streets near Harvard University on Tuesday, 

August 14, 2012, sometime after 11:00 PM. Harvard 

University Police Department detectives are working with 

Cambridge Police Department detectives to investigate 

this incident. The description in this incident does not 

match that of a suspect involved in a rape the occurred 

inside Harvard Yard on August 10th, 2012. The assaults 

of August 10th and 14th are still under investigation. They 

were the first stranger rapes at Harvard University in 

over 12 years. On average, Harvard reports 4 

acquaintance rapes per year. 

ÅAll 4 of the rapes that were committed in Cambridge 

during September were categorized as acquaintance 

scenarios. The victim either knew or had a prior 

relationship with the assailant in each of these cases.  

Although not related in any way, all the incidents were 

geographically located on the periphery of Central 

Square. 
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