
City of Cambridge Recycling Advisory Committee 
June 11, 2014 – Minutes Taken by Michael Orr 

 
Members Present:  Debby Galef, Rob Gogan, Debby Knight, Janet Mosley, Laura Nichols, Michael Orr, Meera Singh, Joanna 

Vanden, Mary Verhage 
Members Absent:  Keith Cialino, Sharah Connor, Jan Dillon-Schaub 
Staff Present:  Meryl Brott, John Fitzgerald, Randi Mail 
 
• Housekeeping. The May Minutes were approved. There was no public comment. 

 
• Tonnage Update. For May 2014 vs. May 2013, tons recycled: 814 tons, down 1.6% from 827 tons. Tons disposed*: 1347 tons 

down .4 % from 1353 tons. *Tons disposed includes city served trash from ~31,750 households, public schools and city 
buildings. Doesn’t include multi-family buildings served by private haulers, businesses, or universities. DPW will publicize 
lbs/household/wk in January and June, end of the calendar and fiscal year. Now at 18.3 lbs/HH/wk and goal is 16 for 2020. 
Baseline year 2008, was 22 lbs/HH/wk. 
 

• City Program Updates. The City’s new Open Data Initiative now gives greater public access to City data on the website with the 
overall goal to make government data available in easy to find and usable formats, therefore creating meaningful opportunities 
for the public to help solve complex challenges. The organics pilot is going well, averaging 6.7 lbs/household/wk and 575+ 
households participating. A recent survey of participants yielded a 64% response rate. Most people are very pleased, with few 
complaints. The effort to establish a Paint Stewardship Program in MA (EPR) is moving forward; Senators Richard Moore, and 
John Fernandes filed a bill currently known as Senate Docket 2077. Some residents are reporting ongoing delivery of Globe 
Direct even after opting out, Randi to follow up with Commissioner regarding this and the recent agreement with the City. DPW 
held film showing of new documentary called Power to the Pedals about Metro Pedal Power’s Wenzday Jane, Randi and others. 
It shows the Cambridge public area recycling program, and is a unique story about transportation, sustainability, and a 
passionate innovator. We hope to have a public showing in September at the library. City applied for MassDEP grant funds 
through a new program called Recycling Dividends and expects to receive about $12,000 to be used for public area recycling, 
the Recycling Center, or curbside organics. RAC volunteers helped complete curb surveys of furniture week of 5/26 and 
observed 767 trash setouts, of which 7% had furniture. Of these, ~50% was in good condition.  
 

• Furniture Research. DG researched mattress recycling. One company identified, UTEC, is based out of Lowell and serves at-risk 
youth. Both Lesley and Harvard University use UTEC for their mattress recycling. Mattress retailers also tend to take back old 
mattresses for recycling. DG to follow-up with Randi to get more information about costs and logistics. MV researched 
particleboard furniture, retailers and considerations about recycling and take back. MV concluded that neither IKEA or Staples 
had recycling programs for this material, and generated further questions for consideration and research. DK, JM, and MV will 
follow up with Randi to discuss next steps. 
 

• Update on Repair Café. All RAC members should forward the call for specialists for the repair café, click here. The date will be 
9/27 or 9/13, location is not yet set. To learn more about Repair Cafes, click here. 
 

• Business Recommendations. MO, Juliana Lyman and Randi met with DPW Commissioner and other DPW staff to discuss the 
recommendations that were developed by the RAC over the last two years. There will be more discussions among staff and a 
likely revision of the Commercial Recycling Rules & Regulations for review by RAC in the fall. 

 
• Identified Action Plan / Decisions  

o Several members want to meet over the summer, meeting set for July 16.  
o All RAC members please review and provide feedback of progress on 2014 working goals 
o Develop slide on recycling/trash data for binder book 
o DG to further research costs/logistics on mattress recycling with UTEC 
o Randi will discuss opt-out issues with Globe Direct with DPW Commissioner 
o Continue planning of Repair café – 9/13 or 9/27  

 
• Meeting adjourned 9:30.  

http://www.cambridgema.gov/itd/opendata.aspx
http://powertothepedals.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1RMquCS-m8UfMQ5mgQIv5QLPFGCYXMCyzn1f6dq3ddyU/viewform
http://repaircafe.org/about-repair-cafe/

