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CAMBRIDGE WATER BOARD 

 

  

MEETING MINUTES 
April 11, 2017 

 

 

This meeting was called to order at 5:05 p.m. at 250 Fresh Pond Parkway, in Cambridge, Massachusetts.   

Those in attendance were:  

 

Cambridge Water Board (CWB): Richard Johnson, Kathleen Kelly, Jason Marshall and Ann Roosevelt 

Cambridge Water Department (CWD):  Sam Corda, Tim MacDonald, David Kaplan, Jamie O’Connell 

and Mark Gallagher 

 

A.  MINUTES OF MARCH 21, 2017 MEETING 

Mr. Marshall moved and Ms. Kelly seconded the motion to approve the March 21, 2017 minutes as 

amended.  The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 

D.  ACTION ITEMS (Action Items were moved up in the agenda due to the availability of a CWD staffer.) 

Fresh Pond Reservation Signage:  The Reservation Regulation Signage need to be updated based on 

changes to the Cambridge Dog Leash Law, and remotely controlled vehicles such as drones.  The Board 

recommended that we adjust the language to ensure ADA Compliant “Vehicles” be allowed within the 

Reservation. 

 

It was suggested that we standardize the reservation signs, which is ongoing; that we add/develop: “You 

are here signs” for Black’s Nook, Community Gardens, Kingsley Park; seasonal use signs for Kingsley 

Park and possibly add a Quick Response (QR) Code to each sign. 

 

Fresh Pond Reservation Permit:  The permit request for the “Global Water Dance” was discussed and it 

meets all of the permit requirements for Fresh Pond Reservation.    Ms. Kelly moved and Mr. Marshall 

seconded the motion to approve the permit request for the Water Dance.  The vote was unanimous in 

favor of the motion. 

 

B.  MANAGING DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Water Conservation Planning: The water department continues to strongly urge both indoor and outdoor 

water conservation practices through the website and social media.  We have updated the note on the 

water bill and will be adding indoor and outdoor water conservation pamphlets in the water/sewer bills. 

 

CWD will be adding information to the Water Quality Report which will be sent to all addresses in 

Cambridge in June and will be partnering with the “Cambridge Compact for a Sustainable Future” to 

assist in our water conservation efforts. 

 

Drought Update:  The drought condition continues to improve – officially defined as “abnormally dry”.  

We have received ~4.3 inches of rain in March and 4.1 inches in April at this point. 

 

We continue to run on our own water and have since December 12, 2016. 
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MTU Replacement Program Update:  The Automatic Meter Reading (AMR) Program was completed in 

2006.  This continues to be a very successful program and allows for actual reads without the need to have 

the meter read manually.  The Meter Transmitter Unit (MTU) battery life was projected to be 18 years 

but we have seen battery failure as early as 8 years.  As a result, we have contracted to have the MTUs 

replaced over the next two years.  The new MTUs have improved performance and battery life.  The 

replacement contract was initiated in December of 2016.  We have also contracted to implement a 

Customer Service Module that will allow customers to access their own water meter reads.  This will 

allow any customer to access and review their own water usage data. 

 

DCR Greenway Lighting:  The City has initiated a lighting study for the proposed DCR Greenway from 

the treatment plant entrance to the Watertown line.  The lighting study will include environmental impacts 

of the lighting within the pine forest, lighting type, size and other mitigating factors to ensure safe passage 

for commuters.  To assist the City, it was decided that the Board would send information to help ensure 

that the lighting study will address the appropriate environmental and safety concerns.  This information is 

to be forwarded to the Community Development Department (CDD) which is the city department that is 

overseeing the study.  Mr. Corda will work with the Board to ensure that the information is provided to 

CDD in a timely fashion. 

 

C.   OPERATIONS 

 

Transmission and Distribution: 

None 

 

Water Operations: 

None 

 

Watershed: 

104 Boston Post Road:  Continue to work with the Law Department, Local Conservation Committee, 

Planning Board, DEP and Proponent. 

 

Business: 

None 

 

Engineering: 

None 

 

D.    ACTION ITEMS 

None 

 

E.  MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE AND ITEMS OF INTEREST 

No comments 

 

F.  NEW BUSINESS 

None 
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G.  NEXT MEETING DATES/TOPICS 

• May 2, 2017: Approved/Presentations by Andrew Welton, Purdue University and Joan Ruderman, 

Princeton University relating to the use of Epoxy Coated Water Pipes 

• June 13, 2017: Approved/ DCR Greenway/Water Conservation/FY18 Budget 

• September 12, 2017: TBA/DCR Greenway/ Water Irrigation Systems/Reservation Outdoor Seating 

• October 10, 2017: TBA/TBD 

• November 14, 2017: TBA/TBD 

• December 12, 2017: TBA/TBD 

 

 

Mr. Marshall moved and Ms. Kelly seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:55 p.m.  The vote 

was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 

 

Minutes approved by vote of the Board. 

 

 

Signed: _______________________________                      Date: _________________ 

Ann C. Roosevelt, President 


