Key Topics: Election of the President
Distribution, Water Operations and
Business Updates
CAMBRIDGE WATER BOARD

MEETING MINUTES
December 11, 2013
This meeting was called to order at 5:05 p.m. at 250 Fresh Pond Parkway, in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
Those in attendance were:
Cambridge Water Board (CWB): Richard Johnson, Ann Roosevelt, Jim Tanner and Phil Weinberg
Cambridge Water Department (CWD): Fred Centanni, Sam Corda, Tim MacDonald and Linda
Vierboom
A. MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 13, 2013 MEETING
Mr. Tanner moved and Mr. Johnson seconded the motion to approve the November 13, 2013 minutes as
amended. The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion.
B. MANAGING DIRECTOR’S REPORT


Election of the President



Water Department Project Updates from Distribution, Water Operations and Administration: The
updates are summarized in the appropriate sections below.



Mr. Corda mentioned that the annual Water Department Staff Meeting took place on November
14, 2013 and went well.

C. OPERATIONS
Transmission and Distribution Update:
In Mr. Gallagher’s absence, Mr. Corda provided the update. The new water main connection in front of
the building is expected to be completed this week. This connection will allow us to provide 8 million
gallons of water per day (MGD) into the system with MWRA making up the difference currently we are
pumping ~2 MGD. We will continue to use MWRA water as part of the sewer separation work however
the ratio of MWRA water will be reduced.
Relating to the Huron A & B sewer separation projects there will be additional work on the 40” main
between Fresh Pond and Sparks Street. The work will be delayed until after January 1st so as to not
interfere with area businesses during the holiday season.
We have reached a milestone by the combined installation/replacement of over 3 miles of water main
throughout the City. The water main work associated with Western Avenue Sewer Separation is
complete. Our crews are currently working on Fulkerson, Linskey Way, Norris, and the MLK net zero
school rebuild project. Contractors are doing work on Water Street, Roseland (Leslie University), and
Binney.
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Inquiries by the board: “What’s going to happen to the water supply with so many new residential units
being developed in the Alewife area?” Mr. Corda said the area was rezoned to residential about 10 years
ago and the City has been aware of the potential growth and has been planning accordingly relating to the
infrastructure needs including water. The City works closely with developers to ensure that the
appropriate infrastructure is installed. Mr. MacDonald reported that the demand study draft numbers were
projected for 20 years and have accounted for the “full” build-out scenario based on the zoning. Water
usage has been declining steadily over the last 10 years. The Concord Avenue water main was upgraded
to a 16” main to support the anticipated residential growth in the “quadrangle”.
Water Operations Update:
Water Treatment Plant (WTP): Mr. MacDonald briefly discussed the Water Treatment Plant projects that
were on-going, which are; 1) modifying various chemical feed systems to improve safety, efficiency or
maintenance including items that require DEP approval (i.e. ammonia and pH chemical changes, feed
pump modifications, etc.); 2) various maintenance tasks that the operators were performing (i.e. saturator
media, re-motor Floculator Drives, filter carbon sampling, Dissolved Air Flotation testing, etc.).
Watershed: Mr. MacDonald also noted that when the Trapelo Road gatehouse work is completed, we will
have touched all of the reservoir system infrastructure. Mr. Tanner commented on the low October and
November rainfall and asked how this might affect our system. Hobbs Brook is turned off this time of
year, commented Mr. MacDonald. The more rain, to recharge it, the better . No need to worry at this
point. March and April are usually wet and recharge the system quickly with a good amount of rain.
Watertown Bike Path: Watertown has requested the use of the conduit right-of–way for the extension of
their bike path. We are working with them and the City to move this project forward. In the past this has
been a significant benefit to us by improving the conduit access. This process will go through the Water
Board for approval once the details are worked out.
Business Update:
AMR: Mr. Centanni stated that the Automatic Meter Reading System (AMR) is now 8 years old. The
Data Collection Units (DCUs) will need to be upgraded to keep up with the cell phone technology. The
new DCUs will allow for two way communication to the Meter Transmitter Units (MTUs) as we change
out the MTUs.
We are currently working with the AMR vendor to purchase a Customer Service Module which will allow
consumers to see their daily meter reads online. This software purchase is going through the City E-Gov
process.
Facebook and Twitter: The Water Department is on Facebook and has just a couple of “friends” at this
point. Event calendar items are posted. We are using Twitter to “post” information on a real time basis.
We do not want anyone to send us requests or information via Twitter as per City policy. We are working
to post more varied information such as leaks and various construction projects.
Ms. Roosevelt asked if there has been any criminal activity on the pond. Mr. Centanni said no, although
there was an October reporting of a rabid raccoon.
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Engineering Division:
None
D.

ACTION ITEMS

Election of the 2014 Water Board President:
Mr. Weinberg moved and Mr. Tanner seconded the motion to nominate Ann Roosevelt as President of the
Board for the 2014 term. The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion.
Ann Roosevelt was re-elected as President of the Water Board for 2014
E. MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE AND ITEMS OF INTEREST
None
F. NEW BUSINESS
None
Mr. Tanner moved and Mr. Johnson seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:09 pm. The vote
was unanimous in favor of the motion.
G. NEXT MEETING DATES /TOPICS





January 15, 2014 – Approved – Energy Update
February 12, 2014 – Approved – TBD
March 12, 2014- Approved- TBD
April 16, 2014 – Approved- TBD

Minutes approved by vote of the Board.

Signed: _______________________________
Ann C. Roosevelt, President

Date: _________________

