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As a destination: 

• Diverse retail - significant input 

• Inviting and active open spaces 

• Compelling gateways and inviting entrances to campus 

As a residential center: 

• Mixed housing (market/affordable/innovation) 

• Graduate student housing 

As an innovation and academic district: 

• Critical space to accelerate MIT’s innovation and impact 

• Power of proximity — academia/industry  

• Tackling the world’s most challenging problems 

 

ADVANCING KENDALL SQUARE 
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Existing Parking Lots 
Retaining Kendall Square’s historical roots 

TRANSFORMING SIX PARKING LOTS 
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PRESERVING HISTORIC BUILDINGS ON MAIN STREET 
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• MIT will preserve the ensemble of three historic 
buildings along Main Street – 238 Main, 264 Main and 
292 Main Street 

• Add new development behind the historic buildings 
• Distinguish and integrate the old and the new 
• Preserve historic features and characteristics 



Architect: 
Perkins+Will 
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Looking down Third St toward Main St 

Existing view looking down 
Third St toward Main St 

SITE 3: RETAIL AND R&D – 238 MAIN STREET  



VIEW LOOKING WEST DOWN MAIN STREET 

View from Red Cross building down Main Street 

• Future development on E55 (Eastgate) site will 
preserve view of 238 Main Street clock tower and 
provide retail opportunities at street level 
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PRELIMINARY CONCEPTUAL APPROACH 
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PRELIMINARY CONCEPTUAL APPROACH 
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Architect: 
NADAAA and 
Perkins+Will 9 

View looking south from the Marriott Hotel plaza 

Existing view looking south 
from the Marriott Hotel plaza 

SITE 4: GRAD HOUSING, INNOVATION SPACE, RETAIL 
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ACTIVATING MAIN STREET 

Existing view from looking east down Main Street 

View from looking east down Main Street- showing first floor dropped and retail at grade 



ENLIVENED RETAIL 

• Preserving existing buildings 
• Adding new construction 

behind existing buildings 
• New housing tower will be 

above E39 
• Expanding retail and active 

spaces throughout district 
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MAIN STREET HISTORIC BUILDING ENSEMBLE 
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