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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
Community Development Department

To: Cambridge Affordable Housing Trust

From: Chris Cotter, Housing Director

Date: October 22, 2020

Re: Design Guidelines for Affordable Housing Overlay

The attached document, Design Guidelines for Affordable Housing Overlay, was
developed by CDD in conjunction with the recently adopted Affordable Housing
Overlay (AHO) zoning amendment.

The guidelines are intended to inform AHO developers of the City’s various urban
design objectives and to guide the non-binding AHO design review process by
CDD staff and the Planning Board. The guidelines outline a range of
recommended approaches to elements such as site layout, building massing,
facade treatments, landscape and open space, and other architectural details.

These AHO guidelines supplement the required design standards such as
setbacks, height, and open space which all AHO developments must meet, as
outlined in the zoning ordinance.

With the adoption of the AHO, we wanted to provide the final AHO design
guidelines to the Trust for reference. We will use the guidelines as we review
AHO development opportunities with affordable housing builders.



