City of Cambridge O-1

FIRST IN COUNCIL
April 26,2021
May 3, 2021
COUNCILLOR ZONDERVAN
COUNCILLOR SIMMONS

WHEREAS: Envision Cambridge includes the following goals:
e Racial Justice: End race-based disparities and achieve racial equity

o Affordable Housing: Maintain and expand affordable rental and
homeownership opportunities to enable Cambridge to thrive as a mixed-
income community that includes very low-, low-, moderate, and middle-
income individuals and families.

¢ Housing Stability: Support the ability for current Cambridge residents and
families to remain in Cambridge and contribute to the community.

WHEREAS: Affordable housing is key to supporting and maintaining an ethnically and
economically diverse community; and

WHEREAS: We acknowledge that our city is challenged to maintain an ethnically diverse
community because of historic discrimination against Black and Brown people by
federal, state and local agencies; and

WHEREAS: These racially discriminatory practices denied them access to the housing market; and

WHEREAS: We acknowledge that this discrimination continues to have social, economic, and
educational ramifications on the health of our city and our citizens; and

WHEREAS: Increasing the availability of housing that increases affordable ownership opportunities
for families denied such opportunities in the past because of their race is a major
community need and remains a primary goal of the City Council; and

WHEREAS: The city’s current stock of affordable homeownership units is about 500, or roughly
1% of the total housing stock; now therefore be it

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to direct the appropriate City staff to
report back to the City Council on the total estimated cost of constructing each new
home ownership unit; and be it further

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to establish an aggressive plan to
more than double the City’s stock of affordable home ownership units over the next ten
years at a rate of at least 100 additional units per year, and to determine the most viable
plan for funding this endeavor in such a way as to ensure that the City’s bond rating is
not harmed; and be it further



ORDERED:

ORDERED:

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to direct the appropriate City staff to
review all applicable Fair Housing laws to determine if there is a path towards ensuring
that any new units resulting from this new plan be made available preferentially to first
generation, first-time home buyers who grew up in Cambridge, so as to maximize the
potential for redressing past racial discrimination; and be it further

That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to issue a preliminary report back to
the City Council on this matter prior to the relevant FY22 budget hearings, and to
commit to presenting a full report back no later than the Special Summer Meeting of
the City Council.

In City Council May 3, 2021.

Order Adopted as Amended by a yea and nay vote:-
Yeas 9; Nays 0; Absent 0.

Attest:- Anthony I. Wilson, City Clerk

A true copy;
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Anthony . Wilson, City Clerk
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