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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
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To: Owen O’Riordan, Acting City Manager

From: Iram Farooq, Assistant City Manager for Community Development
Date: Augustl1, 2022

Re: Affordable Housing Overlay AnnualReport

Perthe requirements of Section 11.207.11 of the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance, we
are pleasedto submit the first Annual Report of the Affordable Housing Overlay
(AHO) which provides a summary of affordable housing development activity under
the AHO.

The Zoning Ordinance requires that the annual reportinclude the following:

(1) Alist of sites considered foraffordable housing development underthe AHO, to
the extentknown by CDD, including:
e Site location
e Actionstakento initiate an AHP project
e Sijte status

(2) A description of each AHO project underway orcompleted, including:
e Site location
e Numberof units
e Unit types/numberof bedrooms
e Tenure
e Projectstatus
e Numberofresidentsserved by AHO project

As summarized in the attached report (Affordable Housing Overlay Annualreport),
more than 25 sites have been assessed for potentialdevelopment underthe
Affordable Housing Overlay and there are currently five AHO developments actively
underway.

Two of the AHO projects, Jefferson Park Federaland 52 New Street, have completed
both the AHO Community process and the AHO Advisory Design Review process and
are now ready to request building permits once the final pieces of funding needed
to begin construction have been secured. Jefferson Park Federalinvolves the
comprehensive redevelopment of aformer public housing development to resultin
278 new affordable rental units. The New Street developmentinvolves the new
construction of 107 affordable rental units on a site adjacentto Danehy Park.



Two AHO projects, 49 Sixth Street and 116 Norfolk Street, have held several AHO
community meetings and are in the process of completingthe Advisory Design
Review at the Planning Board. The 49 Sixth Street developmentinvolves the
conversion and historic reuse of a portion of the Sacred Heart church property to
create 46 new affordable rental units and began the Advisory Design Review process
in April 2022. The 116 Norfolk Street developmentinvolves the historicrenovation
and expansion and conversion of an existing building of single-room-occupancy
(SRO) units to 62 new studio units forindividuals transitioning out of homelessness
and will beginthe Advisory Design Review in July 2022. The fifth AHO project,
Walden Square Phase 2, has extended its AHO Community Process aftera redesign
and will be beginning the Advisory Design Review process when their community
processis complete.

The attached report only lists the sites which have been assessed as potential AHO
developments, to the extent known by CDD staff. However, the list does notinclude
othersites, such as existing multi-family buildings, which were assessed during this
time period as potential opportunities to create affordable housing through means
otherthan the AHO zoning provisions.

We are pleased that there are already five active AHO developments underway and
we will continue to work with affordable housing providers to identify, assess and
secure additional sites for development underthe AHO provisions.



