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TRANSMITTAL MEMORANDUM  

To:  Cambridge Affordable Housing Trust 
From:  Chris Cotter, Housing Director 

Cassie Arnaud, Senior Manager for Housing Development 
Date: March 23, 2023 
Re:   35 Cherry Street Request for Proposal (draft in progress) 

 
Attached for your review and comment is a draft Request for Proposals (RFP) for 
the development of affordable ownership housing at 35 Cherry Street.   
 
As you may recall, this site was transferred from MIT to the City last year 
following a community process to determine how best to develop the property 
for affordable housing.  The next step in the process will be the issuance of a RFP 
to identify and select an affordable housing developer for the site. Please note 
that the attached draft RFP does not include the selection criteria detail which is 
in the process of being developed in consultation with staff from the City’s 
Purchasing Department.  
 
We would like to review the draft RFP with the Trust to get your comments on 
the approach to identify an affordable housing developer to build new 
affordable homes here.  With your comments we will complete the preparation 
of the RFP so that it can then be issued by the Purchasing Department. 
 
For more information on 35 Cherry Street, please see CDD’s project page at: 
https://www.cambridgema.gov/CDD/Projects/Planning/cherrystreetlot 
 
This page includes materials generated during the community process as well as 
links to the City Manager’s report to the City Council summarizing the findings of 
the community process, including affordable housing goals and design principles 
and guidelines, and the City Manager’s recommendation that the City Council 
approve the deposition of the property to the Affordable Housing Trust for the 
development of affordable homeownership housing.  
 
 
 
 
 


