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MEMORANDUM 
  
To Affordable Housing Trust 

From:  Christopher Cotter, Housing Director  

Date: April 25, 2024  

Re:  Griffin-Sheperd et al. Petition regarding the Affordable Housing Trust 

As noted at our last meeting, a petition to amend the Zoning Ordinance 
provisions which address the Affordable Housing Trust was filed with the City 
Council by several residents last month.  This petition, known as the Griffin-
Sheperd et al. Petition, is attached for your review.   
 
The purposes of the petition as stated in the material submitted to the City 
Council include:  
 

• Allowing the Trust to fund rental housing vouchers or other rental 
subsidies; 

• Allowing the Trust to support unhoused residents by funding low-
threshold shelter, transitional and permanent supportive housing and 
services to support residents housed there; 

• Increasing membership on the Trust from 9 to 13 members and requiring 
that at least 6 members who have experienced housing instability or live 
in affordable housing; 

• Paying a stipend to Trust members; 

• Establishing a requirement for quarterly updates to the City Council on 
Trust activities. 

 
Petitions to amend the Zoning Ordinance are referred to both the Ordinance 
Committee and Planning Board for public hearings.  Each body may then make 
recommendations to the City Council regarding the changes proposed thought 
the petition.  Hearings for this petition have been scheduled and will be: 
 

• Planning Board: Tuesday, May 7, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Ordinance Committee: Tuesday, May 21, 2024 from 3:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. 
 
The Affordable Housing Trust was established with provisions in the Zoning 
Ordinance as well as enabling legislation approved by the state in 1991.  Many 
provisions in the Zoning Ordinance are mirrored in the enabling legislation.  We 
asked the Law Department provide an opinion on how a change to the Zoning 
Ordinance might impact or be limited by the enabling legislation; that opinion is 
also attached for reference. 


