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Important points 
 

More people are biking now than ever recorded in Cambridge, and more than before the 

pandemic. 

In 2024, the Citywide Bicycle Count Program counted more than  21,000 people biking through the 16 count 
locations during weekday morning and afternoon commutes.  ThatɃs 250% more  people than  in 2004, 283% 
more children biking than in  2014, and a lower  rate of sidewalk biking  (from 15% to 5%  since 2004). More 
people are biking to work  and  CambridgeɃs commercial districts. The number of people using micromobilit y 
devices has nearly doubled since 2022.  Click here to learn more . 

 

More people than ever use Bluebikesτthe regional bike share systemτand nearly half of all 

trips start or end in Cambridge. 

In 2024, Bluebikes set a record with more than 4. 7 million systemwide trips, including 2. 2 million trips starting 
or ending in Cambridge. Seven of the top 10 highest ridership stations, and six of the top 10 highest turnover 
stations, are in Cambridge. E-bikes, introduced in 2024, are very popular, accounting for all trip growth in 
Cambridge in 2024. About 33% of Cambridge residents and 53% of Cambridge workers are within a three -
minute walk of a Bluebikes station.  Click here to learn more . 

 

Investment in separated bike lanes corresponds to more biking, including by children. 

As of 2024, bike counts grew twice as fast as the  bike networ k. Locations  with separated bike lanes ȿ
Cambridge St, Garden St, Hampshire St, Massachusetts Aveȿsaw the greatest growth in biking . Similarly, 
locations with  physical separation ȿseparated bike lanes or paths ȿsaw the greatest growth in children bikin g. 
Separated bike lanes are the fastest -growing part of the Cambridge bike network.  Click here to learn more . 

 

Overall, a person biking is less likely to be involved in a crash now than before. 

As of 2024, t he citywide annual bike crash rate has declined 4 1% since 2004. Bike crashes were  lower in the 
most recent five -year period compared to  pre -pandemic levels, though annual bike crash numbers have 
increased from  the historic lows observed  during the COVID -19 pandemic. While t he number of  bike crashes 
that resulted in injury  also declined  during  th is most recent five -year period , most bike crashes  are still injury 
crashes. Click here to learn more . 
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Why this report? 
The City of Cambridge (Ɇthe Cityɇ) regularly gathers and shares information about biking conditions in the city. This 
Biking in Cambridge Data R eport  2025 (Ɇ2025 Data Reportɇ) shares information that shapes our work and 
measures progress towards our goals . These goals, highlighted in Chapter 1  of the Cambridge  Bicycle Plan, 
include : 
 
¶ Make a significant shift towards biking  as a sustainable transportation mode  
¶ Create a transportation system that is safe for and accessible to users of all ages, abilities, and identities  
¶ Innovat e and be an early adopter of best practices in bicycle infrastructure  

 
This report shows the progress made since the Bicycling in Cambridge Data Report 2023  (Ɇ2023 Data Reportɇ) and 
the  Cambridge Bicycle Plan 2020 Update  (Ɇ2020 Bicycle Planɇ). Ongoing policies and legislation , such as the 2016 
Vision Zero Policy , 2016 Complete Streets Policy , and the 2019 Cambridge Cycling Safety Ordinance  (including 2020 
amendments), continue to support improvements citywide.  
 
Like the 2023 Data Report, this 2025 Data Report explores how changes impacted the number of people biking  in 
the city, including the various ways this question can be quantified, as well as measuring the safety of people who 
are biking  on city streets.  The 2025 Data Report  more thoroughly  examin es the regionɃs public bike share system, 
Bluebikes, emphasizing its  use in Cambridge . 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic , which began in early 2020, disrupted global travel patterns  as people stayed home and 
trip purpose s changed .1,2 With  the Public Health Emergency end ing  in May 2023 , the 2024 bike  counts exceeded 
pre -pandemic levels. Charts in this report show  the start of the COVID -19 pandemic with  a vertical reference  line . 
 

 
People biking next to an MBTA Route 1 bus on Massachusetts Ave in Central Square 

 
1 Barrero, Jose Maria, Nicholas Bloom, and Steven J. Davis, 2021. ɆWhy working from home will stick,ɇ National Bureau of Economic Research 
Working Paper 28731  
2 ITF (2023), Shaping Post-Covid Mobility in Cities: Summary and Conclusions, ITF Roundtable Reports, No. 190, OECD Publishing, Paris 
https://www.itf -oecd.org/sites/default/files/docs/shaping -post-covid-mobility-cities.pdf  

https://www.cambridgema.gov/-/media/Files/CDD/Transportation/Bike/bikeplan/2020/finalchaptersjune2021/1peoplepoliciesandgoals20210618.pdf
https://www.cambridgema.gov/-/media/Files/CDD/Transportation/Bike/bikereports/20231023bicyclingincambridgedatareport_final.pdf
https://www.cambridgema.gov/Departments/communitydevelopment/2020bikeplanupdate
https://www.cambridgema.gov/cdd/transportation/programs/stratagiesandpolicies#:~:text=Transportation%20policy%20and%20planning%20in,and%20reduce%20greenhouse%20gas%20emissions.
https://www.cambridgema.gov/StreetsAndTransportation/PoliciesOrdinancesAndPlans/VisionZero
https://www.cambridgema.gov/StreetsAndTransportation/PoliciesOrdinancesAndPlans/VisionZero
https://cambridgema.iqm2.com/Citizens/FileOpen.aspx?Type=1&ID=1439&Inline=True
https://www.cambridgema.gov/streetsandtransportation/policiesordinancesandplans/cyclingsafetyordinance
https://www.itf-oecd.org/sites/default/files/docs/shaping-post-covid-mobility-cities.pdf
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How much are people biking in Cambridge? 
Biking  and use of micromobility devices  (e.g., human -powered or electric scooters, skateboards, and one -wheeled 
devices) in Cambridge continue to grow  across all data sources . In 2024, the Citywide Bicycle Count Program  
observed record -high  bike and micromobility counts . Notable growth  in bike counts , including counts of children  
who bike, follow ed investments  in paths and separated bike lanes . Surveys and assessments consistently show a 
stable or increasing proportion of trips made by bike  (also known as Ɇbike mode share ɇ). More p eople , especially 
near universities, are  using m icromobility  devices. 
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What are our data sources? 
Cambridge  collects biking  data  and relies on various  data sources to understand bike  travel trends  for all trip 
purpose s. While commute trips tend to be the focus of transportation analysis, they represent about 20%  of all 
trips taken. Understanding the remaining 80% of trips ȿshopping, leisure, recreation, etc. ȿpaints a more 
complete picture of how people travel in Cambridge.  Bike data  are collected by counting  or surveying . 
 
Cambridge  regularly  count s the number of people biking  throughout the city in several ways  (see Figure 1):   
¶ The Citywide Bicycle Count Program  regularly counts bike  trips at the same 16 intersections .  
¶ Cambridge -owned  counter  equipment  automatically and continuously count bike trips on Broadway in 

Kendall Square  and at the Fresh Pond Reservation . 
¶ Bluebikes  stations  automatically and continuously count  the start and end location of  Bluebikes  trips . 

Cambridge owned 91 Bluebikes stations in 2024.  
 
The U.S. Census Bureau and City of Cambridge survey people to understand how and why they make trips : 
¶ The U.S. Census Bureau  collects and reports citywide commute and vehicle ownership information .  
¶ The City collects  and reports travel behavior  information through Commercial District Assessments  and 

through the Transportation Demand Management (TDM)  Program . 
 

 
People biking on Hampshire St and Broadway 

 

 

https://nhts.ornl.gov/media/2022/pub/2022_NHTS_Summary_Travel_Trends.pdf
https://cityofcambridge.shinyapps.io/CitywideBicycleCounts/
https://www.cambridgema.gov/CDD/Transportation/gettingaroundcambridge/bikesincambridge/ecototem
https://www.cambridgema.gov/CDD/Transportation/gettingaroundcambridge/bikesincambridge/ecototem
https://www.cambridgema.gov/water/programs/censusprogram
https://bluebikes.com/system-data
https://data.census.gov/
https://www.cambridgema.gov/CDD/economicopportunityanddevelopment/aboutcambridge
https://www.cambridgema.gov/cdd/transportation/fordevelopers/ptdm
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How does the Citywide Bicycle Count Program work? 
Every two years since 2008 (and every year between 2002 -2006), the Citywide Bicycle Count Program counts 
people biking and using micromobility devices  at 16 intersections  on September weekdays (Tuesday Ȥ
Thursday) during typical commute times (7:30 -9:30 AM and 4:30 -6:30 PM). Counts are tallied in 15 -minute 
increments and published to the Citywide B icycle Count Data portal  where visitors can view, analyze, and 
download past and present  data . One-time bike counts by the City, Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation , Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation , or developers  may be taken as 
part of street, path, or development projects , but are not included in the Citywide Bicycle Count Program . This 
program does not represent all trips taken by bike. The City  performs  counts during  typical commute times 
because it is a standard metric for measuring trips and traffic across all travel modes. Maintaining this 
approach ensures consistency over time, critical for understanding trends.  
 
Figure 1 and the list below shows the  16 intersections  where Cambridge regularly collects bike counts  as part 
of the program . 

1. Anderson Bridge & JFK St & Memorial  Dr 
2. Bow St & Massachusetts Ave  
3. Brattle St & Mason St  
4. Brattle St & Sparks St  
5. Broadway & Hampshire St  
6. Brookline St & Granite St  
7. Cambridge St & Hampshire St  
8. Cedar St & Massachusetts Ave  

9. Chilton St & Huron Ave  
10. Concord Ave & Fresh Pond Pkwy & New St  
11. Concord Ave & Garden St  
12. Massachusetts Ave & Memorial Dr  
13. Massachusetts Ave & Sidney St  
14. Massachusetts Ave & Somerville Ave  
15. Memorial Dr & Western Ave & Western Ave Bridge  
16. Putnam Ave & River St  

 
Figure 1: Citywide Bicycle Count Program locations (2024) 

  

https://cityofcambridge.shinyapps.io/CitywideBicycleCounts/
https://cityofcambridge.shinyapps.io/CitywideBicycleCounts/
https://www.cambridgema.gov/Departments/publicworks/cityprojects
https://mhd.ms2soft.com/tdms.ui/nmds/dashboard?loc=mhd
https://mhd.ms2soft.com/tdms.ui/nmds/dashboard?loc=mhd
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/department-of-conservation-recreation
https://www.cambridgema.gov/CDD/developmentlog
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Does construction impact bike counts?  
Construction projects often disrupt travel  by bike , even though they ultimately result in improved and safer 
infrastructure. During construction, factors such as p avement quality, noise,  and temporary removal of bike 
infrastructure can make routes less appealing or inaccessible, leading people to change routes or switch to 
other modes of transportation.  When construction is complete , bike counts  generally  rebound.  
 
¶ Temporary disruptions can lead to short -term declines in bike counts . In Kendall Square, the City 

observed a decline in bike counts during construction of the Longfellow Bridge (2017 -2018). Bike 
counts quickly reached record levels after project completion.  

¶ Construction can alter routes and impact travel choices.  Broadway in Kendall Square, under 
construction since 2021, required people traveling westbound by bike  to detour into a shared travel 
lane in 2024, which contributed to fewer people biking  through the  Broadway/Hampshire St  
intersection . Today, people biking are  fully separated from traffic on Broadway through the 
construction zone . 

     
Examples of longer-term and temporary construction detours. Starting in 2025, Broadway (left) includes a two -way 
separated bike lane and updated traffic signal operations during extensive, multi -year construction. In 2025, a 
contractor created a temporary bike lane detour on Beacon Street  (right), in BostonɁs Back Bay neighborhood, to 
maintain  the existing separated bike lane. (Photos by Nick Schmidt) 
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Findings from the Citywide Bicycle Count Program 
 

Are more people biking in Cambridge? 

Yes, more people are biking now than ever recorded in Cambridge. 
In 2024, the Citywide Bicycle Count Program counted more than 21,000 people biking  through the 16 count 
locations during weekday morning and afternoon commutes , making it  the highest -ever bike count year  (see 
Figure 2). ThatɃs more than the population of  most Massachusetts municipalities , including Marblehead, 
Winthrop, or Concord.  
 

Biking has grown 250% since 2004 and now exceeds pre-pandemic levels. 
Citywide bike counts have  grown significantly and consistently since 2004 . While bike counts declined in 2022 , 
the first count year after the COVID-19 pandemic , they grew 14% between 2022 and 2024 , and 7% from the 
pre -pandemic high  in 2019  (see Figure 2).  
 
For bike count data by intersection, refer  to  Table 1 in the Appendix or the Citywide Bicycle Count Data portal . 

   
Figure 2: Bicyclists counted by the Citywide Bicycle Count Program during  morning  and evening commutes (2004-
2024)3 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
3 2016 and 2022, counts were conducted every three years, so there is additional space to represent this extra year . 
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Are separated bike lanes having an impact?  

Yes, investment in high-comfort bikeways correlates with growth in biking. 
Biking rates grew more than  10% since 2022 at half of the count locations , including m any streets  that have 
received high -comfort bikeways  during that time , like Brattle St, Garden St, and Mass achusetts  Ave (see Figure 
3). The streets with the greatest growth in people biking between 2004 and 2024 ȿMassachusetts  Ave, 
Hampshire St, and Brattle St ȿhave separated bike lanes . 
 

Yes, investment in high-comfort bikeways correlate with less biking on the sidewalk. 
About 5% of people biking in 2024 were on the sidewalk compared to 15% in 2004 , a significant decrease in 
citywide sidewalk biking  rate . Nearly all locations with declining rates of sidewalk biking  since 2004 have 
separated bike lanes or shared -use paths. Between 2022 and 2024, the Concord Ave /  Garden St intersection 
saw a five-percentage -point  decrease in sidewalk biking  (7% to 2%), the biggest percentage -point decrease  of 
all count locations  during that period .  
 
For sidewalk bik ing  count data by intersection, r efer  to  Table 2 in the Appendix or the Citywide Bicycle Count 
Data portal .  

 
Figure 3: Location of bicyclists counted by the Citywide Bicycle Count Program during  morning  and evening 
commutes (2004-2024) 

 
 
 
 
 

https://cityofcambridge.shinyapps.io/CitywideBicycleCounts/
https://cityofcambridge.shinyapps.io/CitywideBicycleCounts/
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Are more children biking? 

Yes, more children are biking now than ever 

recorded in Cambridge. 
One important trend in Cambridge is the increasing 
number of children biking , whether riding on their 
own bikes or riding as passengers . The City began 
counting children biking in 2014.  Between 2014 and 
2024, the number  of children on bikes at the regular 
counting locations  has increased by 283%.  
 

Biking by children is highest where bikeways 

are physically separated from vehicles. 
The intersections of Cambridge St /  Hampshire St, 
Cedar St /  Massachusetts  Ave, and Concord Ave  /  
Fresh Pond Pkwy  /  New St had the highest count of 
children biking (see Figure 4) . These locations have 
separated bike lanes  or  shared -use paths. For child 
bicyclist  count data by intersection, refer to Table 1 
in the Appendix.  

 
A child leads a group bike ride on Brattle St 

 
Figure 4: Location of children biking counted by the Citywide Bicycle Count Program during  morning  and evening 
commutes (2014-2024) 
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Are more people riding micromobility devices? 

Yes, the number of people using micromobility 

devices has nearly doubled in two years. 
Micromobility devices (e.g., human -powered or electric 
scooters, skateboards, and one -wheeled devices)  are 
becoming more common in Cambridge. The City began  
counting  micromobility users in 2022. Between 2022 
and 2024, counts of micromobility users at the regular 
counting locations grew by 88% to more than 1,600 
people (see Figure 5). The most  micromobility users 
were  counted  at Massachusetts Ave / Memorial Dr (327 
people) but highest rate of micromobility use was 
observed  at Anderson Bridge /  JFK St /  Memorial Dr 
(about 19% of people counted , including people biking 
and using micromobility devices ).  
 
For micromobility count data by intersection, refer  to  
Table 1 in the Appendix . 

   
Figure 5: Micromobility users counted by the Citywide 
Bicycle Count Program during morning  and evening 
commutes (2022-2024) 

 
Figure 6: Location of micromobility users counted by the Citywide Bicycle Count Program during  morning  and 
evening commutes (2022-2024) 
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Findings from supplemental locations in the Citywide Bicycle Count Program 

The Citywide Bicycle Count Program also counts people biking  and rid ing  micromobility devices at supplemental  
count locations : Massachusetts Ave & Vassar St (regularly counted since 2010) and Cambridge St & Monsignor 
OɃBrien Hwy & N. First St (counted in 2016 and 2024). Over time, t he City added these locations in response to 
changing travel patterns and investments  in bikeways . Because of their addition after the program bega n, their 
data and findings are reported outside of those from the original 16 count locations.  
 

Are more people biking at supplemental Citywide Bicycle Count Program locations? 

Yes, biking has more than doubled at Massachusetts Ave & Vassar St. 
Since 2010, this intersection has seen  a 138% increase in biking  (see Figure 7). Intersection construction and 
traffic redirection impacted bike counts in 2 016. The temporary removal of the westbound Vassar St separated 
bike lane  during construction of the Met Warehouse coincided with m odest growth between 2023 and 2024.  
 

More data is needed at /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜ {ǘ ϧ aƻƴǎƛƎƴƻǊ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ Iǿȅ ϧ b CƛǊǎǘ {ǘ. 
From 2017 to 2022, the MBTA reconstructed and reconfigured this intersection as part of the Green Line 
Extension. The CityɃs limited data (count years 2016 and 2024) coupled with modified travel patterns in the 
area make it difficult to identify trends at this time.  Moving forward, t he City will regularly count this 
intersection , a key gateway to the Somerville Community Path , as part of the Citywide Bicycle Count Program .  

  
Figure 7: Bicyclists counted at Massachusetts Ave and Vassar St by the Citywide Bicycle Count Program during morning  
and evening commutes (2010ȼ2024) 
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Findings from automated bike counters 
Cambridge owns equipment that automatically and continuously counts people biking in Kendall Square (ɆEco-
Totemɇ) and on the  Fresh Pond Reservation section of the  Watertown -Cambridge Greenway . However, u tility 
construction and equipment malfunction disabled t he Kendall Square Eco -Totem in 2024, and the Fresh Pond 
Reservation counter was decommissioned in 2024.   
 

Are more people biking by the Kendall Square Eco-Totem? 

More data is needed at the Kendall Square Eco-Totem. 
The Eco-Totem recorded o ver 3.1 million  bike trips between July 
2015 t hrough  April 2024  (see Figure 8). Bike counts grew  after the 
COVID-19 pandemic , but more slowly than before  as more people 
worked from home . Eco-Totem b ike counts peaked in 2019.  
 
Broadway and surrounding development sites have been  under 
construction  since 2021 , likely reducing  bike counts  at the Eco-
Totem . In April 2024, one of the Eco -TotemɃs in-pavement sensors 
was damaged and stopped collecting data. In 2025, two issues 
affected counts: 1) a battery malfunction damaged electronic 
components inside the Eco -Totem  and 2) travel patterns on 
Broadway were significantly altered to accommodate 
construction . The City is working to repair the Eco-Totem and will 
reactivate data collection  upon completion of  Broadway 
construction activities.   
 
For Eco-Totem data, r efer to the Public Eco-Totem website  and 
the CityɃs Open Data Portal . 

 
The display on the Kendall Square Eco-
Totem device (Photo by Toole Design) 

 
Figure 8: Monthly bike counts at the Kendall Square Eco-Totem on Broadway (July 2015 through  April 2024) 
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Are more people biking by the Fresh Pond Reservation bike counter? 

Yes, biking more than doubled after completion of the Watertown-Cambridge Greenway, but 

more data is needed. 
The Cambridge Water Department  quantifies  how many people walk and bike  at Fresh Pond Reservation  
through its Census Program . Today, t he Census Program  collects data  at six trail locations . Between 2015 and 
2024, this program included a seventh location at the Fresh Pond Bike Path . Between 2021 and 2023, biking at 
this location more than doubled  from about  66,500 bike counts t o 142,300 (see Figure 9). The Watertown -
Cambridge Greenway, which connects the Fresh Pond Bike Path to Watertown , opened in June 2022  and likely  
explains why bike  counts increased so significantly . 
 
Though  the Fresh Pond Bike Path  counter was decommissioned in 2024, the Census Program continues to 
collect bike counts at a nearby, separate counter  at Perimeter Rd . This location  has seen increased bike counts 
since 2022 , though on a much smaller scale compared to the Fresh Pond Bike Path Counter (see Figure 9). 
 
For Fresh Pond Reservation bike count  data and additional findings, r efer to the  Cambridge Water 
DepartmentɃs Fresh Pond Census Report . 

 
Figure 9: Annual bike counts at the Fresh Pond Bike Path counter and Perimeter Road counter (2015-2023) 
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Findings from the American Community Survey 
The U.S. Census BureauɃs American Community  Survey (ACS) provides data on how  employed  residents, age 16 
and over, commute to work and how many households own cars.  The ACS is updated annually, providing a 
continuous snapshot of commute and vehicle ownership trends.  The Massachusetts Department of Transportation 
(MassDOT) maintains the Massachusetts Vehicle Census  to help monitor  progress towards greenhouse gas 
reduction goals.  
 

Are more people biking to work?  Do more people have cars? 

Yes, about one in ten Cambridge residents 

with a commute now bike to work. 
The 2019-2023 ACS 5-year estimate found that , 
excluding people who work from home,  10.2% of 
Cambridge residents who commute to work by any 
mode do so by bike , an increase from 8.2% in the 
2009-2013 ACS. Cambridge residents are 10 times 
more likely to bike to work than Massachusetts 
residents and 20 times more likely to bike to work 
than United States residents  (see Figure 10). 
 
These estimates represent data collected over a 5 -
year period. The 2019 -2023 estimate was the most 
recent available  during preparation of the 2025 Data 
Report . Multi -year estimates increase the statistical 
reliability of the data compared to 1 -year estimates.  
 
For ACS and all Census data, refer to the U.S. Census 
BureauɃs data website . 

No, car ownership is stable, but more 

Cambridge households ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎŀǊ. 
The 2019-2023 ACS 5-year estimate found that 34% 
of all Cambridge households have no vehicles 
available at home. This is an increase from 31% in the 
2009-2013 ACS.  
 
The Massachusetts Vehicle Census  reports  a slight 
decline in total active passenger vehicles in 
Cambridge between January 1, 2020, (41,598 
vehicles ) and January 1, 2025, (41,365 vehicles ). 
 
Additionally, the ACS also estimates that 48% of 
multi -person households in Cambridge have only 
one vehicle available.  
 
For vehicle ownership data, refer to the  U.S. Census 
BureauɃs data website and the MassDOT 
Massachusetts Vehicle Census . 

 
Figure 10: Commute mode for residents age 16+ who did not work from home (2019 -2023 ACS 5-year Estimates) 
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Findings from the Cambridge Commercial District Assessments 
The Economic Opportunity and Development Division of the Cambridge Community Development Department 
conducts  Commercial District Assessments.  Each assessment surveys visitors to a Cambridge commercial district 
to understand how they arrive, among other information. One assessment is completed annually. With nine 
commercial districts in Cambridge, this means each district is assessed about  every nine years.  
 

Are more people biking to commercial districts? 

Yes, visitors are more likely to bike to Cambridge commercial districts than before. 
Customer intercept surveys, conducted as part of Commerial District Assessments , found  that 15% to 30% of 
visitors to the CityɃs commercial districts arrived by bike  (see Figure 11). All commercial districts  have seen an 
increase in the proportion  of people arriving by bike except Harvard Square, which remained at 15%  between 
2016 and 2022 . The most recent round of customer intercept surveys found that the East Cambridge 
Commercial District had  the most  people using bikes for transportation  (30% of visitors ). It  also saw the 
biggest  increase in biking , with the rate going up  by 19 percentage points . Surveys happen  in a different 
commercial district each year  in the  spring or fall. S urveys rely on voluntary responses from people on 
sidewalks and in plazas . 
 
For each assessment , refer to the Cambridge Commercial District webpage . Survey data are available here . 

 
Figure 11: Visitors to Cambridge commercial d istrict s who arrived by bike 
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Findings from the Transportation Demand Management Program Report 
The Cambridge Department of Transportation prepares an annual report  on commercial and residential properties 
subject to the CityɃs Transportation Demand Management (TDM) Program . This program  is designed to reduce 
single -occupancy vehicle trips, ease traffic congestion, reduce  greenhouse gas emissions, and promote 
sustainable travel options such as walking, biking , public transit, and carpooling.  Each year, the City collects  
information from  about 85 properties on their sustainable transportation programs and how people travel to their 
sites. 
 

Are more people biking to TDM Program properties? 

Employees use a bike to get to work roughly 7% of the time. 
Employees  at TDM Program properties bike d to work  for 5 % to 7% of their total workdays  (in-person or 
remote)  between 2010 and 2024 . The rate of biking to work has been  about  7% since 2014. Rates of driving 
alone, carpooling, and taking transit declined over this period, while work from home increased dramatically 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

Biking is used for many other types of tripsτnot just commutes. 
Additionally , 7% of retail and restaurant patrons at TDM Program properties near  Kendall Square and 
Lechmere  most commonly arrive by bike  in 2024 . The survey of 22 residential properties, clustered near 
Lechmere, Kendall Square, and Alewife, found that residents of TDM Program properties bike for 7% of 
work/school trips . Twelve percent  of  residents said they usua lly biked for  shopping trips, 20% usually biked for 
social trips, and 9% usually biked for medical trips.  
 
For more information, r efer to t he 2024 Transportation Demand Management Program Report . 

 
 

How do people at TDM Program properties view biking? 

Biking gets a better reception than other ways to travel, and people would bike more if there 

were safer routes available. 
Survey respondents often chose biking for its positive attributes, including being "fun/pleasant," "for exercise," 
and "better for the environment." When asked what would encourage employees to drive less, about 14% of 
employees reported that safer bike ro utes would help reduce driving. This suggests that infrastructure 
improvements remain a meaningful tool for increasing bike commuting.  
 
For more information, r efer to t he 2024 Transportation Demand Management Program Report . 

 
 
 

https://www.cambridgema.gov/cdd/transportation/fordevelopers/tdm
https://www.cambridgema.gov/-/media/Files/CDD/Transportation/PTDM/2024tdmprogramreportfinal.pdf
https://www.cambridgema.gov/-/media/Files/CDD/Transportation/PTDM/2024tdmprogramreportfinal.pdf
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How has Bluebikes shaped biking in Cambridge? 
 
Bluebikes is the regionɃs public bike share system. With nearly 10,000  bikes and more than 500  stations serving 13 
municipalities, Bluebikes is  a convenient, affordable, and accessible form of public transportation. Since launching 
in 2011  as Hubway , riders have taken more than 28 million trips  through 2024 . Cambridge  join ed the Bluebikes 
system  in 2012 and  has invested heavily in its operations and expansion . With 91 stations in Cambridge in 2024 
and thousands of daily trips, Bluebikes is integral to the transportation, health, and culture of the city . Today, 
nearly  half of all Bluebikes trips start or end in Cambridge , the city hosts the busiest  station s, and a third of 
Cambridge residents and most  workers in Cambridge are within a three -minute walk of a station.  
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What are our data sources? 
The Bluebikes system collects  a variety of data to help Cambridge and other municipalities understand use, travel 
patterns, and many other indicators and trends. This section provides a snapshot of Bluebikes use, performance, 
and investment within Cambridge. Where available, this section will also report systemwide information .  
 
Bluebikes data  can be categorized into trips , memberships , and equipment . 
 
¶ Bluebikes trip  data are automatically collected by station equipment.  
¶ Bluebikes membership  enrollment data are collected by Lyft when users sign up online or through an 

enrollment center.  
¶ Bluebikes equipment , which include bikes and stations, are purchased by municipalities but maintained 

and inventoried by Lyft.  
 
 

 
A person using Bluebikes to connect to the Red Line (Photo by Lyft) 
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Findings from Bluebikes trip data 
Bluebikes stations record when and where trips start and end, if trips were taken by classic bike or e-bike , and if 
trips were taken by a member or non -member. All trip data are publicly available for download from the Bluebikes 
website . Importantly, these  data contain no personal information about who makes these trips.  
 

Are more people using Bluebikes?  

Yes, Bluebikes trips, including trips starting or ending in Cambridge, continue to grow. 
Riders made nearly 28 million  Bluebikes  trips between 2011 and  2024. In 2024, Bluebikes set a ridership 
record with more than 4.7 million systemwide trips, includ ing nearly  2.2 million trips starting or ending in 
Cambridge  (see Figure 12). This represents a 28% increase over 2023 systemwide trips and a 21% increase 
over 2023 trips starting or ending in Cambridge . Since 2015, growth in Cambridge trips (+343%) has outpaced 
growth in trips throughout the whole Bluebikes system (+322%).  
 
For Cambridge Bluebikes trip  data , including all trip s that started or ended in Cambridge  or monthly 
summaries  of those trips , refer to the Cambridge Open Data Portal . For systemwide trip data, r efer to the 
Bluebikes website . 

 
Figure 12: Annual Bluebikes trips (2015-2024) 
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How well used is Bluebikes in Cambridge? Which Cambridge stations are most used? 

Nearly half of all Bluebikes trips throughout 

the region start or end in Cambridge. 
While Cambridge owns 19% of all docks systemwide, 
46% of all Bluebikes trips in 2024  started or ended in 
the city. This proportion has stayed relatively stable, 
ranging from 40% to 49%, since 2015.  
 

Most Cambridge Bluebikes trips are 

concentrated in the eastern half of the city. 
The eastern half of Cambridge has the greatest 
population and employment density, and most of the 
CityɃs rapid transit stations and Bluebikes stations 
(see Figure 13 ). 

Seven of the top 10 highest ridership 

stations, and six of the top 10 highest 

turnover stations, are in Cambridge. 
The MIT at Mass Ave / Amherst St  station had the 
most trips in the system in 2024. Station turnover ȿ
the number of trips per dock per day ȿallows for a 
direct comparison of trips  between stations with 
different numbers of docks. Many of the  stations in 
Cambridge with the most trips  also have the highest 
turnover , including Central Square at Mass Ave / 
Essex St, which has the highest turnover in the 
system at 20 trips per dock per day on average  and 
is the second busiest station by total trips .  

For Cambridge Bluebikes trip  data, including all trip s that started or ended in Cambridge  or monthly 
summaries of those trips , refer to the Cambridge Open Data Portal . For a list of top stations by trips and 
turnover, refer to Table 3 and Table 4 in the Appendix.  
 

 
Figure 13: Bluebikes trips that start ed or ended in Cambridge (2024) 

 
 
 

https://data.cambridgema.gov/Transportation/Cambridge-Bluebikes-Data/bdjh-g8un/about_data
https://data.cambridgema.gov/Transportation/Bluebikes-Data-Summarized/cc2f-bntg/about_data
https://data.cambridgema.gov/Transportation/Bluebikes-Data-Summarized/cc2f-bntg/about_data
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Are many Bluebikes trips taken by e-bike?  

Yes, e-bikes are very popular, accounting for all 2024 trip growth in Cambridge. 
Riders made 466,085 e -bike trips and 1,710,892 classic bike trips in Cambridge  in 2024  (see Figure 14) . 
Although e -bikes are only 15% of the systemwide fleet, riders used e -bikes for 21% of all trips starting or 
ending in Cambridge in 2024 . Total trips starting or ending in Cambridge increased in 2024 despite a 5% 
decline in trips made by classic bikes. This means that e -bikes accounted for all gr owth in Bluebikes trips, 
implying that the introduction of  e-bikes attracted new riders and converted some classic trips from existing 
riders.  
 
For Cambridge Bluebikes trip  data, including all trip s that started or ended in Cambridge  or monthly 
summaries of those trips , refer to the Cambridge Open Data Portal . For systemwide trip data, refer to the 
Bluebikes website . 

  
Figure 14: Classic and e-bike annual Bluebikes trips that start ed or ended in Cambridge (2015-2024) 
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Findings from Bluebikes membership data 
Membership data is reported on a  systemwide basis and not for  individual municipalities. Riders can enroll in 
annual or monthly memberships. Discounted memberships are available through employers and universities  
(Ɇgroup membershipsɇ), the income -eligible program , or the City of Cambridge Youth Pass Program . Members 
receive longer ride times and reduced -price e -bike rentals, among other perks. In addition to a reduced 
membership fee, income -eligible members receive even longer ride times and further reductions  in e-bike  prices . 
 

Are more people becoming Bluebikes members?  

Yes, the number of systemwide annual memberships is steadily increasing. 
Systemwide a nnual  memberships reached 29,671 across the entire Bluebikes system in 2024  (see Figure 15). 
2024 was the highest year yet with a 124% increase over 2015 enrollment  (see Figure 16 ). For comparison, 
systemwide trips grew 322% during that same period.  

  
Figure 15: Annual Bluebikes memberships, systemwide 
(2015-2024)  

  
Figure 16: Change in annual Bluebikes memberships and 
systemwide annual Bluebikes trips (2015-2024)  
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Are people more likely to be annual 

members? 

Are people joining the income-elgible 

membership program? 

Yes, 92% of Bluebikes memberships are 

annual.  
Ninety -two percent  of active memberships  are 
annual, while the remaining 8% are monthly (see 
Figure 17). Group memberships  make up 58% of all 
annual  membership s. Group memberships, which 
may be offered by employers as employee benefits, 
are only available as annual memberships.  

Yes, monthly and annual income-eligible 

memberships are both increasing. 
In 2024, the income -eligible membership program  
had  1,628 annual and 373 monthly memberships , the 
most yet . These represent 233% and 127% increases 
over 2023 numbers, respectively.  Income -eligible 
memberships make up a higher proportion of 
monthly memberships compared to annual 
memberships.  

 
Figure 17: Annual and monthly m emberships, systemwide 
(2024) 

 
Two people enjoying the Dr. Paul Dudley White Bike Path 
on Bluebikes (Photo by Lyft) 
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Findings from Bluebikes equipment data 
Bluebikes equipment ȿbikes and stations ȿis purchased by member municipalities, like Cambridge, and 
inventoried by Lyft. Once purchased, equipment is deployed for use and maintained by Lyft.  
 
When people have better access to a variety of transportation options, like Bluebikes, their mobility increases. The 
City envisions a future where all residents and workers are within a  three -minute walk (1/8 -mile distance ) of a 
Bluebikes station. Cambridge  monitors progress towards this goal in  the Envision Cambridge Mobility Dashboard , 
which help s prioritize locations for  new Bluebikes stations.  
 
 

How many stations and bikes does Cambridge own? 

Cambridge owns the most Bluebikes equipment outside of the City of Boston. 
As of 2024, Cambridge own s 16% of classic bikes  (688) and 13% of e-bikes  (82). Cambridge owns  18% of 
stations  (91) and 19% of docks  (770). Cambridge stations average 20 docks, exceeding the systemwide average 
of 18.5 docks per station.  
 
For a summary of Bluebikes equipment, r efer to Table 5 in the Appendix.  

 
Bluebikes classic bike (Photo by Lyft) 

 
Bluebikes e-bike, introduced in 2024  (Photo by Lyft) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cambridgema.gov/envision/Mobility















































