C I T Y OF C A M B R I DGE , M A S S A CH U S E T T S

PLANNING BOARD
C I T Y H A L L A NN E X , 3 4 4 B R O A D W A Y , C A MB R I D G E , M A 0 2 1 3 9

The Planning Board of the City of Cambridge will hold a public hearing on February 9, 2021, at 6:30 p.m.,
conducted remotely (see below for directions) on a Zoning Petition by Amy Oliver, et al, to amend Section
20.30 Green Roofs and add new definitions to Article 2.000 of the Zoning Ordinance.
The proposed revisions would require new construction and “significant rehabs” of buildings with 20,000
square feet or more to install green roof systems. These systems could be vegetative or a combination of
vegetative and solar energy systems, referred to as “BioSolar.” The petition stipulates that the green roof
system must cover 100% of the roof, with exceptions for “appropriate vegetated free zones and roof gravel,”
parking, and some mechanical equipment. If this standard cannot be met, the petition proposes that a
payment must be made to a city-controlled “Green Roofs fund” that would be used to provide grants to
property owners for the creation of green roofs on existing buildings. The petition proposes adding definitions
for “Green Roof,” “Functional Green Roof,” and “BioSolar Roof” to Article 2.000 Definitions.
PLEASE NOTE: Due to statewide emergency orders limiting the size of public gatherings in response to COVID19, this meeting will be held with remote participation and will be closed to in-person attendance. Members of
the public can view the meeting online or on cable television within Cambridge, provide comments before the
meeting in writing to planningboardcomment@cambridgema.gov, and attend virtually online or by telephone.
Review Information about Remote Planning Board Meetings:
www.cambridgema.gov/CDD/zoninganddevelopment/planningboard/remoteplanningboardmeetings
A link to attend the meeting virtually will be posted in advance on the Meeting Agenda:
https://cambridgema.iqm2.com/citizens/default.aspx?DepartmentID=1071
If you do not have a computer or e-mail address, please call Swaathi Joseph at 617-349-4668.

The City of Cambridge does not discriminate on the basis of disability. The City of Cambridge will provide
reasonable accommodations to people with disabilities upon request. Please make requests for alternative
formats at least two weeks in advance by contacting Liza Paden, Planning Board staff, at 617/349-4647,
lpaden@cambridgema.gov.

