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DIMENSIONAL FORM

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE, MA •  PLANNING BOARD • SPECIAL PERMIT APPLICATION

Project Address: Application Date:  

Existing Allowed or 
Required (max/min) Proposed Permitted 

Lot Area (sq ft) 

Lot Width (ft) 

Total Gross Floor Area (sq ft) 

Residential Base 

Non-Residential Base 

Inclusionary Housing Bonus 

Total Floor Area Ratio 

Residential Base 

Non-Residential Base 

Inclusionary Housing Bonus 

Total Dwelling Units 

Base Units 

Inclusionary Bonus Units 

Base Lot Area / Unit (sq ft) 

Total Lot Area / Unit (sq ft) 

Building Height(s) (ft) 

Front Yard Setback (ft) 

Side Yard Setback   (ft) 

Side Yard Setback   (ft) 

Rear Yard Setback (ft) 

Open Space (% of Lot Area) 

Private Open Space 

Permeable Open Space 

Other Open Space (Specify) 

Off-Street Parking Spaces 

Long-Term Bicycle Parking 

Short-Term Bicycle Parking 

Loading Bays 
Use space below and/or attached pages for additional notes: 

57 JFK Street, Cambridge 03/28/2022

14,642 5,000 min 14,642
111.96 50 111.96

36,570 n/a 66,904

0 n/a 30,527

36,570 n/a 36,570

0 n/a 8,843

2.50 4.00 residential 4.61
0 n/a 2.08
2.50 n/a 2.50

0 n/a 0.60

0 n/a 40

0 n/a 35
0 n/a 5

0 300 325
0 300 325

29.5 60 65
front 5.9 @ Winthrop 39.6 front per C-3 5.9 front
front 0 @ JFK Street 34.2 front per C-3 0 front
side 7.8 @ 96 Winthrop 26.5 side per C-3 5 side
side 0 @ Parking Garage 31.2 side per C-3 0 side

0 4.69 4.88
0 668 sf 714 sf
0 n/a n/a

n/a n/a n/a

0 40 0

0 41 44
0 4 4
0 0 per 20.54.4.2* 0

* 0 per C-3 district Loading Use Type for Multi Family
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57 JFK Street, Cambridge 02138 03/28/2022

30,527

$ 0.00

$ 150.00

$ 3,052.70

$ 3,052.70



7



8



9



10



11



12



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



23

    

Community OutreachCommunity OutreachCommunity OutreachCommunity Outreach    NarrativeNarrativeNarrativeNarrative    
    

    
 We began our efforts at Neighborhood and Community Outreach for our proposed 
residential addition at 57 JFK Street by sending written notice on June 22, 2021 and again on 
June 28, 2021 to all of the abutters on the list provided by CDD and also reached out to other 
business owners, residents and community members, including representatives at University 
Lutheran Church (Kathleen Reed) and First Parish Church (Adam Dyer). In addition to providing 
written notice to the abutters, we have done the following on community outreach: 1) 
Presented our plans at the July 2, 2021 meeting of the Harvard Square Neighborhood 
Association (HSNA) on Zoom; 2) Presented our plans at an open, in-person community meeting 
on July 12th at 57 JFK Street; 3) Presented our plans at the September 10, 2021 in-person 
Harvard Square Business Association (HSBA) meeting.  Cambridge Historical Commission 
reviewed our plans at their 8/5/2021 and 9/2/2021 meetings and signed off on the plans during 
the September 2nd meeting. 
 



24

    

Trash NarrativeTrash NarrativeTrash NarrativeTrash Narrative    
    

    
The Crimson Galeria building at 57 JFK Street in Cambridge is currently a 2-story commercial 
building with restaurant and retail/service tenants. Trash and Recycling is picked up daily for 57 
JFK Street by Casella Waste Systems. This daily pickup will continue with the proposed residential 
addition on top of the existing building. 
 
For the 3 residential floors there will be a designated trash room on each floor where residents 
can deposit their trash and recycling at any time. Building management will move the trash and 
recycling from the trash rooms on the third, fourth and fifth floors to larger trash and recycling 
bins in the basement everyday so that they can be included in the daily pickup by Casella. There 
will also be a cardboard baler in the basement. As noted above, trash and recycling pickup will 
continue to occur on Winthrop Street every morning.  
 
 
    

LoadingLoadingLoadingLoading    NarrativeNarrativeNarrativeNarrative    
 

Loading, deliveries and moving for the residential addition will only occur between 7:00am and 
11:00am on Winthrop Street; the City allows vehicles to enter the street before 11:00am. 
Moving vehicles will be scheduled to come only between 7:00-11:00am and will be managed by 
a building maintenance person.  
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
FIGURE 2

WINTHROP STREET JFK STREET COOKIES STREET FRONT (IN CONSTRUCTION) VIEW ON WINTHROP STREET

CORNER OF JFK STREET & WINTHROP VIEW FROM WINTHROP PARK
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ZONING COMPLIANCE
FIGURE 3
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URBAN ANALYSIS DIAGRAMS
FIGURE 4

FULL - BUILD MAINTAINING 3-STORY DATUM CREATE SETBACKS TO REDUCE SHADOW IMPACTS

OPEN SPACE SETBACK ROOFSCAPE SETBACKS COURTYARD DAYLIGHT



57 JFK STREET PROJECT
CRIMSON GALERIA LIMITED PARTNERSHIP

MARCH 29, 2022

SITE PLAN
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SITE PLAN
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FLOOR PLANS - BASEMENT PLAN
FIGURE 7
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FLOOR PLANS - GROUND FLOOR PLAN
FIGURE 8
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EXTERIOR PERSPECTIVES

RENDERING OF CORNER OF JFK STREET & WINTHROP STREET

FIGURE 24
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EXTERIOR PERSPECTIVES
FIGURE 25VIEW LOOKING WEST ON WINTHROP STREET

VIEW LOOKING SOUTH ON JFK STREET
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EXTERIOR PERSPECTIVES
FIGURE 26VIEW OF NEW RESIDENTIAL ENTRY ON WINTHROP STREET

VIEW LOOKING EAST ON WINTHROP STREET
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EXTERIOR PERSPECTIVES
FIGURE 27VIEW LOOKING NORTH ON JFK STREET

BIRDSEYE VIEW FROM JFK STREET
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MATERIAL SELECTION
FIGURE 28
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57 JFK STREET PROJECT

SPECIAL PERMIT APPLICATION: VOLUME 3
57 JFK STREET, CAMBRIDGE, MA

BUSINESS B ZONING DISTRICT  AND
THE HARVARD SQUARE OVERLAY DISTRICT

MARCH 29, 2022

CLIENT:
CRIMSON GALERIA LIMITED PARTNERSHIP

166 HARVARD STREET, BROOKLINE, MA 02446

PREPARED BY:
NELSON WORLDWIDE

198 TREMONT STREET, SUITE 439, BOSTON, MA 02116

STRUCTURAL CONSULTANT:
SILMAN

111 DEVONSHIRE STREET, BOSTON, MA 02109

MEP CONSULTANT
ZADE ENGINEERING LLC

1 BILLINGS RD, SUITE 306, QUINCY, MA 02171







SOLAR STUDIES
SPRING EQUINOX - MARCH 20

9:00 AM SHADOW

FIGURE 1
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EXISTING SHADOW

SHADOW IMPACT FROM ADDITION

12:00 PM SHADOW
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SPRING EQUINOX - MARCH 20

3:00 PM SHADOW

FIGURE 1
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5:00 PM SHADOW
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SUMMER SOLSTICE - JUNE 20
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AUTUMN EQUINOX - SEPTMEBER 22
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WINTER SOLSTICE - DECEMBER 21
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The F.A. Bartlett Tree Expert Company 
50 Bear Hill Rd, Waltham, MA 02451 ● 781-622-5980 ● www.bartlett.com 

November 23, 2021 
 
Rachna Balakrishna, ESQ. 
VP/General Counsel 
Mason & Murphy Inc. 
166 Harvard Street 
Brookline, MA 02446 
 
 
57 JFK St, Cambridge 
 
Dear Rachna, 
 
You contacted John Murphy about a 
letter stating that there are no trees on 
the 57 JFK St Cambridge, MA site. 
 
 This letter is to confirm that the only 
trees in proximity to the site are the 
three young honeylocusts in tree pits in 
the sidewalk. 
 
These trees will not be significantly 
impacted by the construction provided 
that no excavation occurs within the 
critical root zone, no materials are 
stored near the trees, and that no 
products are drained in the tree pits. 
 
If you have any questions about this letter, 
please contact me. 
 
 
 
Timothy Armstrong 
Board Certified Master Arborist  
NE-71132B 
ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualified 
tim.armstrong@bartlett.com  
  

Image of two of the three young 
honeylocusts in front of 57 JFK St 
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Rooftop Mechanical Rooftop Mechanical Rooftop Mechanical Rooftop Mechanical NarrativeNarrativeNarrativeNarrative    

    

Mechanical Equipment: 

There is no ground level mechanical equipment.  At 6 stories above grade, the proposed projects 
residential rooftop mechanical equipment is contained within an architectural screened area and 
mechanical penthouse which is setback from 23’ from the facade along Winthrop Park and 
setback 28’ from JFK Street façade. 

Sound attenuation measures such as equipment selection criteria and sound barriers may be 
employed to minimize noise impacts on the Harvard Square community and to comply with all 
applicable noise regulations.  At this time, the mechanical system design and equipment 
specifications are not sufficiently developed to include specifics on any necessary sound control 
measures.  Updates will be presented as this project proceeds. 

 



Long Term Bicycle ParkingLong Term Bicycle ParkingLong Term Bicycle ParkingLong Term Bicycle Parking    NarrativeNarrativeNarrativeNarrative    

 

The Residences at 57 JFK provides 46 non-motorized Long-Term Bicycle Parking Spaces across 
multiple locations within weather protected enclosed spaces. Two of these spaces are extended 
spaces (10’ long) meeting the 5% requirement for tandems and trailers. 

The Long-Term Bicycle Parking system provides 57 JFK residential tenants with a Bicycle Parking 
solution of even greater accessibility and convenience than most Cambridge multi-family 
developments. 

ConvenienceConvenienceConvenienceConvenience – tenants bicycle parking guaranteed.  Tenants will have peace of mind knowing 
their bicycle will be free from damage by others.  Tenants will only need to pass one security 
entry point, ride one elevator, comfortably remain indoors for the entire parking experience, and 
never need retrace their path to return to their apartment.  As a benefit, the residential visitors 
bicycle parking will be accommodated within their unit if the tenant desires increasing the 
opportunity for bicycle use. 

SafetySafetySafetySafety – clean, well-lighted, interior travel paths monitored under building surveillance and being 
in the presence of other tenants ensure the tenant a safe transport and parking experience. 

SecuritySecuritySecuritySecurity – Cambridge approved Loop and Post stand securely anchored provides for 2-point 
locking of bicycle within a tenant’s secure apartment and in the buildings common bicycle room. 

ExperienceExperienceExperienceExperience – user familiarity with the parking environment lessens unexpected occurrences.  
Wide hallways and oversized elevator make maneuverability easy. Time of “Bicycle to Road” 
minimized. This “in-home” experience is quick and convenient and will further the overall goal of 
encouraging bicycle use.  The tenant controls the cleanliness and temperature of the storage 
environment.  Building Management and its Operations maintain attractive bicycle circulation to 
the tenant’s unit. 

 

Refer toRefer toRefer toRefer to    Volume 2,Volume 2,Volume 2,Volume 2,        figures figures figures figures 14 and 1514 and 1514 and 1514 and 15    
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