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APPLICATION FOR MODIFICATION TO A SPECIAL PERMIT 
GRANTED ON JULY 14, 2020 

 
 
 
Location of Premises:   1686 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA 02138 
 
Zoning District:   Business A-2 (BA-2) 
 
Applicant Name:   Budega, Inc. 
 
Applicant Address:   1 Park Lane, Unit 703, Boston, MA 02210 
 
Contact Information:   Tel No. 773-818-4678 
     Email:  Arish.Halani@gmail.com 
 
Planning Board Case No.:  PB-355 
 
Status:     Special Permit Granted, July 14, 2020 

 
 

REQUEST FOR MODIFICATION OF THE SPECIAL PERMIT 
  
Budega, Inc. (“Budega” or the “Applicant”), respectfully requests a modification to the special 
permit decision PB # 355 which was granted to it on November 5, 2020.  A copy of the Special 
Permit Decision is attached hereto and incorporated herein by references as “Attachment A.” 
 
On January 12, 2021, Budega advised the Commissioner of Inspectional Services Department 
that the ownership of Budega was to be changed from 51% for Ricardo Acevedo and 49% for 
Arish Halani to 10% for Acevedo and 90% for Halani.  The Applicant had reported the change, 
and requested an opinion from the Commissioner pursuant to criteria 3 of the Special Permit 
Decision, which states in part, “Any change in ownership of the Cannabis Retail Sore from the 
original application, including without limitation a takeover, merger, sale of assets and equity 
interest, shall be reported to the Commissioner of Inspectional Services Department (“ISD”) for 
purpose of determining whether the change in ownership requires a new special permit or 
modification of the existing permit for the successor owner of the Cannabis Retail Store.”       
 
This request to modify the special permit is being made as a result of an Opinion Letter that the 
Applicant received from the Commissioner of Inspectional Services, a copy of which is attached 
hereto and incorporated herein by reference as “Attachment B.”  The Commissioner states, “If 
Mr. Acevedo no longer owns more than 50% equity in Budega, Budega is no longer an EE 
Applicant.  According, if Mr. Acevedo no longer owns more than 50% of equity in Budega, 
Budega will need to apply to amend its special permit”.  
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Although the Applicant does not believe that the City’s Zoning Ordinance requires that it apply 
for a modification of the Special Permit due to the proposed change does not change who the 
owners of Budega and that a finding that the Applicant is an EE Applicant does not need to be 
found, since the location is not within 1,800 feet of another retail store , it requesting such 
modification to ensure its Special Permit remains in force whether or not the Board’s new 
approval is required. 
 
The Applicant requests that Criteria 2 (e). “General Criteria for issuance of a special permit” of 
the “Findings” on Page 8 of 16 be stricken 1  and in place thereof the following language be 
added: 
 

The site is located within the Business A-2 District, which allows cannabis Retail 
Stores, as authorized in a zoning amendment adopted by the city council in 2018.  

 
 
The Applicant requests that Criteria 3 of the Special Permit “Decision” on Page 10 of 16 be 
stricken 2 and in place thereof the following language be added: 
 

“This Special Permit shall be valid only for the approved 1686 Massachusetts 
Avenue site.  Furthermore, the special permit shall only be valid for the original 
permitee, Budega, Inc. and shall expire on the date the permitee either ceases 
operation of a Cannabis Retail Store, or the permitee’s License or Certificate of 
registration expires or is terminated by the CCC. Any change in the ownership of 
the Cannabis Retail Store from the original or amended application, including 
without limitation a takeover, merger, sale of asset and equity, or sale to another 
entity resulting in the individuals initially disclosed under 935 CMR 500.002 as 
Persons or Entities Having Direct Control failing to maintain a controlling equity 
interest, shall be reported to the Commissioner of Inspectional Services Department 
(“ISD”) for purposes of determining whether the change in ownership requires a 
new special permit or modification of the existing permit for the succeeding owner 
of the cannabis retail store.” 

 
 
As grounds for this request, the Applicant states as follows: 
 

1. The Zoning Ordinance does not require that the Planning Board find that the Applicant is 
an Economic Empowerment Applicant.  It is true that Sections 11.803.1(a) and 
11.803.1(b) of the Zoning Ordinance do require such a finding, but only if the proposed 
location is within Business A-1 District or,  if the proposed location is within 1,800 feet 
of another Cannabis Retail Store. In the Special Permit Decision, the Board already made 
a finding that 1686 Massachusetts Avenue is located within Business A-2 District, and 
that the location is not within 1,800 feet of another Cannabis Retail Store. Therefore, the 
Applicant’s EE status is irrelevant to the granting of a Special Permit.  

 
2. Ricardo Acevedo and Arish Halani own 100% of Budega.  Both Mr. Acevedo and Mr. 

Halani are minorities under the Cambridge ordinances, the CCC regulations and the rules 
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of the Commonwealth’s Supplier Diversity Office (“SDO”).  After the changes, 100% of 
Budega will still be owned by those same minorities, Ricardo Acevedo and Arish Halani.  
The only change is that the split of the percentage of ownership between Ricardo 
Acevedo and Arish Halani will change. The modification of ownership will have Mr. 
Halani owning 90% of Budega and Mr. Acevedo owning 10% of Budega. 
 

3. The requested modification does not change the findings that the Board made in the 
granting of the Special Permit pursuant to Section 11.800 and Section 10.43 of the 
Zoning Ordinance. 
 

4. The modification to the Special Permit is de minimus revision of said Special Permit, 
since the only changes being made are to the percentage of ownership between the 
owners and whether the Applicant remains an Economic Empowerment Applicant, which 
is not a finding the Board is required to find or permitted to require prior to the granting 
of the Special Permit. 

 
Based on the aforementioned reasons, the Applicant requests the Board grant the modification of 
the special permit. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
    
Ricardo Acevedo 
 
 
Date: 

 
 
 
    
Arish Halani 
 
 
Date: 
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• Additional Enclosures 
• Attachment A: Copy of the Special Permit Decision issued to Budega, Inc. 
• Attachment B: Opinion Letter that the Applicant received from the Commissioner 

of Inspectional Services 
• Attachment C: Revised version of ownership information. (Pages 34-35: Cannabis 

Commission form) 
• Attachment D: Special Permit Cover Sheet denoting the same special permits & 

modification for ownership with no changes to the approved design. (Page 3 of 
attachment) 

 
  
 

 
1  Criteria 2 (e) reads as follows: “for other reasons, the proposed use would impair the integrity of the district or adjoining district, or otherwise derogate from the 
intent and purpose of this ordinance, and…The site is located within the Business A-2 District, which allows cannabis Retail Stores, as authorized in a zoning 
amendment adopted by the city council in 2018. The applicant is also an economic empower applicant, which the zoning is indented to support.” 
 
 
2 Criteria 3 reads as follows: “This Special Permit shall be valid only for the approved 1686 Massachusetts Avenue site.  Furthermore, the special permit shall only be 
valid for the original Permittee and the original Economic Empowerment Applicant (“EEA Applicant”) and shall expire on the date the Permittee either ceases 
operation of a cannabis retail store or the Permittee’s License or Certificate of Registration expires or is terminated by the CCC. Any change in the ownership of the 
Cannabis Retail Store from the original application including without limitation a takeover merger sale of asset and equity or sale to another entity resulting in the 
individuals initially disclosed under 935 CMR 500.002 as persons of Entities Having Direct Control failing to maintain a controlling equity interest shall be reported 
to the Commissioner of Inspectional Services Department for purposes of determining whether the change in ownership requires a new special permit or modification 
of the existing permit for the succeeding owner of the cannabis retail store. “Criteria 3 reads as follows: “This Special Permit shall be valid only for the approved 1686 
Massachusetts Avenue site.  Furthermore, the special permit shall only be valid for the original Permittee and the original Economic Empowerment Applicant (“EEA 
Applicant”) and shall expire on the date the Permittee either ceases operation of a cannabis retail store or the Permittee’s License or Certificate of Registration expires 
or is terminated by the CCC. Any change in the ownership of the Cannabis Retail Store from the original application including without limitation a takeover merger 
sale of asset and equity or sale to another entity resulting in the individuals initially disclosed under 935 CMR 500.002 as persons of Entities Having Direct Control 
failing to maintain a controlling equity interest shall be reported to the Commissioner of Inspectional Services Department for purposes of determining whether the 
change in ownership requires a new special permit or modification of the existing permit for the succeeding owner of the cannabis retail store.” 
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Massachusetts Cannabis Industry Portal (MassCIP)

Cannabis Control Commission > My Licenses > Marijuana Retailer > Marijuana Retailer - New Application

Application #: MRN281353

Persons with Direct or Indirect Authority
Provide demographic information for all executives, managers, or other persons having direct or indirect authority over the management, policies,
security operations or cultivation operations of the Marijuana Establishment. You will need to provide additional information on individuals
identi�ed here in the Background Check packet.
To add another person click the "Add a Person" button at the bottom of the page.
All �elds marked with an * are required.

Person with Direct or Indirect Authority 1

Percentage Of Ownership
*

90

Percentage Of Control *

90

Role * Other Role

If Other was selected for role

First Name *

Arish

Middle Name Last Name *

Halani

Suf�x Former Last Name

(e.g. maiden name)

Alias - 1 Alias - 2 Alias - 3

Phone *

773-818-4678

Email *

arish.halani@gmail.com

Primary Address 1 *

1 PARK LANE, UNIT 703

Primary Address 2

City *

Boston

State * Zip Code *

02210

Gender * User De�ned Gender

What is this person's race or ethnicity? *
Mark all boxes that apply

 White (German, Irish, English, Italian, Polish, French)
 Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish (Mexican or Mexican American, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Salvadoran, Dominican, Colombian)
 Black or African American (of African Descent, African American, Nigerian, Jamaican, Ethiopian, Haitian, Somali)
 Asian (Chinese, Filipino, Asian Indian, Vietnamese, Korean, Japanese)
 American Indian or Alaska Native
 Middle Eastern or North African (Lebanese, Iranian, Egyptian, Syrian, Moroccan, Algerian)
 Native Hawaiian or Other Paci�c Islander (Native Hawaiian, Samoan, Chamorro, Tongan, Fijian, Marshallese)
 Some Other Race or Ethnicity
 Decline to Answer

Specify Race or Ethnicity

Enter the specific race(s) or ethnicity(ies) the person identifies

AH

About the Marijuana
Establishment

Priority Applicant RMD Information Persons with Direct or
Indirect Authority

Entities with Direct or
Indirect Authority

Close Associates and
Members

Submit

Owner / Partner

MA

Male

1 2 3 4 5 6 24
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Person with Direct or Indirect Authority 2

Percentage Of Ownership
*

10

Percentage Of Control *

10

Role * Other Role

If Other was selected for role

First Name *

Ricardo

Middle Name Last Name *

Acevedo

Suf�x Former Last Name

(e.g. maiden name)

Alias - 1 Alias - 2 Alias - 3

Phone *

781-803-0100

Email *

rwace1987@gmail.com

Primary Address 1 *

22 White St

Primary Address 2

City *

Boston

State * Zip Code *

02128

Gender * User De�ned Gender

What is this person's race or ethnicity? *
Mark all boxes that apply

 White (German, Irish, English, Italian, Polish, French)
 Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish (Mexican or Mexican American, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Salvadoran, Dominican, Colombian)
 Black or African American (of African Descent, African American, Nigerian, Jamaican, Ethiopian, Haitian, Somali)
 Asian (Chinese, Filipino, Asian Indian, Vietnamese, Korean, Japanese)
 American Indian or Alaska Native
 Middle Eastern or North African (Lebanese, Iranian, Egyptian, Syrian, Moroccan, Algerian)
 Native Hawaiian or Other Paci�c Islander (Native Hawaiian, Samoan, Chamorro, Tongan, Fijian, Marshallese)
 Some Other Race or Ethnicity
 Decline to Answer

Specify Race or Ethnicity

Enter the specific race(s) or ethnicity(ies) the person identifies

For assistance please call the Cannabis Control Commission at 774-415-0200 or email at Commission@CCCMass.com  
MassCIP v.3.3.14

Owner / Partner

MA

Male

Add a Person

<< Go To Previous Page Save & Stay On This Page Save & Go To Next Page >> Exit

82 White St.



NOTE:  This application is for the same special permits & amendment for ownership with no changes to the approved design. NOTE: This application is for the same special permits & modification for ownership with no changes to the approved design. 
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