
Alewife Park – Jerry’s Pond          Article 20.70 Flood Plain Overlay District Special Permi 

i Flood Plain Certification  

 

Flood Plain Certification 

 

  

 

 



 250 Royall Street | Suite 200E 
Canton, Massachusetts 02021 
www.woodardcurran.com 

 T 800.426.4262 
T 781.251.0200 
F 781.251.0847 

 

 

3/14/2025 
 
 
Re:  Flood Plain Overlay Special Permit 
  Jerry’s Pond Trail, Cambridge, Massachusetts    
 
Dear City of Cambridge, MA: 
Pursuant to the Jerry’s Pond Project (the Project) Notice of Intent (NOI) Submission plans dated 
December 12, 2023 and revised February 2 and February 16, 2024, Woodard & Curran has 
reviewed the proposed grading modifications as depicted on sheet L3.4 for compliance with 
City of Cambridge, MA Zoning Ordinance 20.70 – Flood Plain Overlay District. Consistent with 
the documentation provided on February 12, 2024, prepared by Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. 
(VHB) during the peer review process, the proposed grading is compliant with the Flood Plain 
Overlay District requirements. 
The Project has received an Order of Conditions (OOC) from the Cambridge Conservation 
Commission and has been previously approved by the City of Cambridge Planning Board 
(Planning Board), including a Special Permit for development in the Flood Plain Overlay District. 
Since receiving Planning Board approval, minor grading modifications have been made to 
increase flood storage volume at the request of City of Cambridge Public Works and to address 
peer review comments provided by Kleinfelder, Inc. (Kleinfelder) during the NOI review process.  
It is our understanding that the Planning Board requires a Special Permit for development in 
the Flood Plain Overlay District for the grading modifications described above. The Procedural 
requirements are met as summarized below:  

Section 20.74(1) – A detailed landscape plan drawn to a scale of one-inch equals 
twenty (20) feet showing the elevation and design of flood water retention systems as 
required by applicable law;  

See NOI Plans Revision 2, dated February 16, 2024. 
Section 20.74(2) - Base flood elevation data, where the base flood elevation is not 
provided on the FIRM; 

See NOI Plans Revision 2, dated February 16, 2024. Base flood elevation (BFE) 
data is shown on FEMA FIRM Panel 25017C0419E as Zone AE, elevation 7 in 
the North American Vertical Datum of 1988 (NAVD88). Converted to City of 
Cambridge datum, the BFE is 18.76 feet. The Special Flood Hazard Area limit 
and BFE contour are shown on the NOI Plans Revision 2, dated February 16, 
2024. 

Section 20.74(3) - Certification and supporting documentation by a Massachusetts 
registered professional engineer demonstrating that such encroachment of the 
floodway as specified above in Subsection 20.73 shall not result in any increase in flood 
levels during the occurrence of the 100-year flood; 
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Grading from the project does not encroach on the mapped Floodway and is 
limited to the Floodway Fringe, as certified by this letter. 

Section 20.74(4) - Such other technical information as necessary to permit the 
Planning Board to make the findings required in Section 20.75; 
 See these sections addressed below. 
Section 20.74(5) - Description of the status of the proposal, pursuant to the 
requirements of the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act, before the Cambridge 
Conservation Commission, including any Order of Conditions or Determination of 
Applicability issued; 

An Order of Conditions was issued on March 18, 2024. 
Section 20.74(6) – Four (4) copies of all application materials. 
 Application materials will be provided in digital form and four hard copies. 
Section 20.75(1) - No filling or other encroachment shall be allowed in Zone A areas 
or in the floodway which would impair the ability of these Special Flood Hazard Areas 
to carry and discharge flood waters, except where such activity is fully offset by stream 
improvements such as, but not limited to, flood water retention systems as allowed by 
applicable law 

See response to Section 20.74(3) above. No fill is proposed in the Floodway or 
Zone A. Fill is proposed in the Floodway Fringe (Zone AE) and compensatory 
storage has been provided as documented in VHB’s Memorandum to Ms. 
Jennifer Letourneau, Director of the Cambridge Conservation Commission, 
dated February 12, 2024. 

Section 20.75(2) - Displacement of water retention capacity at one location shall be 
replaced in equal volume at another location on the same lot, on an abutting lot in the 
same ownership, on a noncontiguous lot in the same ownership, or in accordance with 
the following requirements. 

See Section 20.75(1) item above. Fill is proposed in the Floodway Fringe (Zone 
AE) and compensatory storage has been provided as documented in VHB’s 
Memorandum to Ms. Jennifer Letourneau, Director of the Cambridge 
Conservation Commission, dated February 12, 2024. The compensatory 
storage calculations were previously prepared by Woodard & Curran and 
approved by the Conservation Commission and their Peer Reviewer prior to 
issuance of the Order. 
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The calculations were recently updated to account for piers and piles proposed 
for the eco-center pavilion, which were not accounted for in the initial values.  
Sufficient excess compensatory flood storage volume was proposed with the 
initial design and is still available considering the updated proposed impacts, 
as shown below. 

 
Section 20.75(3) - All flood water retention systems shall be suitably designed and 
located so as not to cause any nuisance, hazard, or detriment to the occupants of the 
site or abutters. The Planning Board may require screening or landscaping of flood 
water retention systems to create a safe, healthful, and pleasing environment. 

See NOI Plans Revision 2, dated February 16, 2024. Compensatory flood 
storage has been provided within the same footprint as approved by the 
Planning Board Decision filed August 16, 2022, included in VHB’s 
Memorandum to Ms. Jennifer Letourneau, Director of the Cambridge 
Conservation Commission, dated February 12, 2024. 

Section 20.75(4) - The proposed use shall comply in all respects with the provision of 
the underlying zoning district, provisions of the State Building Code, Wetlands 
Protection Act, and any other applicable laws. 

See the 2022 Planning Board Approval (PB-387-36-64) and the Cambridge 
Conservation Commission Order of Conditions (123-322) issued on March 18, 
2024. The project has been previously approved by the Planning Board and 
Conservation Commission. 

Section 20.75(5) - Applicants for development in the Alewife area shall be familiar 
with area specific and general city-wide land use plans and policy objectives (e.g. 
ConcordAlewife Plan, A Report of the Concord Alewife Planning Study, November 
2005; Toward a Sustainable Future, Cambridge Growth Policy, 1993, Update, 2007; 
Section 19.30 - Urban Design Objectives of this Zoning Ordinance) and shall 
demonstrate how their plan meets the spirit and intent of such documents in 
conjunction with the requirements of this Section 20.70 - Flood Plain Overlay District 
and Section 20.90 – Alewife Overlay Districts 1-6. 

See the 2022 Planning Board Approval (PB-387-36-64) and the Cambridge 
Conservation Commission Order of Conditions (123-322) issued on March 18, 
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2024. The project has been previously approved by the Planning Board 
Conservation Commission. 

Section 20.75(6) - The requirement of Section 20.74(3) has been met. 
 See Section 20.74(3) item above.  

 
 
 
Sincerely,  
Kevin A. McCaffery, PE 
 

 
 
WOODARD & CURRAN, INC.  
Technical Manager 
 
Cc 
Danielle Desilets, KZLA 
Howard Moshier, VHB 
 
 




































