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 EVENTS at the CAMBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY

May 2025

 
SERVICE ALERT

All Library locations will be closed Monday, May 26, for 
Memorial Day. 
 
The Minuteman Library Network has a new app: Minute-
man Mobile! Use it to search library collections, browse 
new titles, reserve items, save your digital library card, 
and manage your account. If you already have the original 
Minuteman app installed, it will no longer function after 
May 31. Download the new Minuteman Mobile app today to 
continue using your mobile library account seamlessly! 
 
The Collins Branch Library will re-open in late May.

The City of Cambridge does not discriminate on the basis 
of disability. The Cambridge Public Library will provide 
auxiliary aids and services, written materials in alternative 
formats, and reasonable modifications in policies and 
procedures to persons with disabilities upon request. 

For more information, contact us at  
library@cambridgema.gov, 617-349-4032 (voice),  
or via relay at 711.

website  cambridgepubliclibrary.org
instagram  @cambridgepubliclibrary
twitter  @cambridgepl
facebook  www.facebook.com/CambridgePL

VIRTUAL IN-PERSON   HYBRIDVirtual event In-person event In-person event with option to attend virtually

IN-PERSON

IN-PERSON

Events

Mental Illness, Homelessness, and the Struggle for 
Care on Boston’s Streets: An Evening with Dr. Jim 
O’Connell  
Thursday, May 1, 7-8:30 p.m. 

 Lecture Hall  
Join NAMI Cambridge/Middlesex and the Cambridge Public 
Library for an unflinching look at healthcare on the margins as 
Dr. Jim O’Connell, founding physician and President of Boston 
Health Care for the Homeless Program (BHCHP) shares stories, 
insights, and hard truths from a lifetime spent caring for 
patients. Registration is required. 

Hastings Room Reading Series Presents: An Evening 
of Poetry 
Thursday, May 1, 7-8 p.m. 

 Community Room
The Hastings Room Reading  Series 
and the Cambridge Public Library 
are excited to welcome two  
award-winning poets to the Library 
for a poetry reading. Denise  
Duhamel and Martha Collins will 
both read from recent works.

CPL and the Central Square Theater Present: Her 
Pormanteau 
Saturday, May 3, 2-4 p.m. 

 Main Library
Written By Mfoniso Udofia and directed 
by Tasia A. Jones, Her Portmanteau is an 
explosive story of betrayal and forgiveness, 
centering on a Nigerian mother in the U.S. 
and her two daughters who lived very 
different lives. A reunion forces them 
to reconcile their past, full of clashing 
traditions and a family legacy that spans 
time, culture and generations. Produced by Central Square 
Theater and The Front Porch Arts Collective. Cosponsored by 
Cambridge Public Library and the Citizens' Committee on Civic 
Unity. Registration is required. 

Hastings Room Reading Series Presents: An Evening 
of Poetry 
Sunday, May 4, 2-3:30 p.m. 

 Lecture Hall   
Join us for an afternoon 
of great poetry and music,  
featuring a quintet of  
acclaimed poets: Robert 
Carr - winner of the 2024 
Rane Arroyo chapbook prize 
and author of three full length collections; Patrick Donnelly - 
program director of The Frost Place; Matt Donovan - Director, 
The Boutelle-Day Poetry Center at Smith College; Richard 
Michelson - former Poet Laureate, Northampton, MA & 
recipient of a National Jewish Book Award; Dzvinia Orlowsky - 
award-winning poet & translator and a founding editor of Four 
Way Books; plus music by tenor saxophonist Jay Hoffman.

Registration is required. 

IN-PERSON

IN-PERSON
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IN-PERSON
Craig Thompson Presents: Ginseng Roots: A Memoir  

 
Monday, May 5, 6-7:30 p.m. 

 Lecture Hall 
Harvard Book Store and the Cambridge Public 
Library welcome Craig Thompson—  
cartoonist and the author of the award-winning 
books Blankets, Carnet de Voyage, Good-bye 
Chunky Rice, and Habibi—for a discussion of 
his new memoir Ginseng Roots. Registration is 
required. 

Building a Caring Community IN-PERSON

Tuesday, May 6, 6-8 p.m.  
 Lecture Hall 

Join the Cambridge Public Health Department, the Community 
Safety Department, and the Cambridge Public Library for a 
panel discussion that aims to raise awareness about how to 
access national, state, and local resources. Attendees will hear 
from representatives with the Samaritans, the Community 
Safety Department (CARE team), and the Community 
Behavioral Health Center. Light refreshments and childcare will 
be provided.   

Kenneth Rogoff Presents: Our Dollar, Your Problem 
IN-PERSON

Monday, May 12, 6-7:30 p.m. 
 Lecture Hall 

Harvard Book Store and the Cambridge Public 
Library welcome Kenneth Rogoff—Maurits C. 
Boas Professor at Harvard University and former 
chief economist at the IMF, long ranked among the 
top ten most cited economists—for a discussion 
of his new book Our Dollar, Your Problem: An 
Insider's View of Seven Turbulent Decades of 
Global Finance, and the Road Ahead. He will be 
joined in conversation by Gish Jen—acclaimed author of Thank 
You, Mr. Nixon. Registration is required. 

Cambridge Cooks: A Trip to the Philippines  
IN-PERSON  

Monday, May 12, 6-7 p.m.  
 Community Room 

Join Christine, registered dietitian 
nutritionist in celebration of Asian 
American Pacific Islander month. We 
are taking a trip to the Philippines for 
some tasty, and nutritious takes on 
Filipino cuisine. We'll discuss the amazing flavors and health 
benefits of our featured recipes. Registration is required. 

John Cassidy Presents: Capitalism and Its Critics 
IN-PERSON

Tuesday, May 13, 6-7:30 p.m.  
 Lecture Hall

Harvard Book Store and the Cambridge Public 
Library welcome John Cassidy—staff writer at 
The New Yorker and author of  the books Dot.
con: The Greatest Story Ever Sold and How 
Markets Fail, which was a finalist for the Pulitzer 
Prize in Nonfiction—for a discussion of his new 
book Capitalism and Its Critics: A History: From the Industrial 
Revolution to AI. Registration is required.   
 
 
The Captain’s Coup: Reviving Wilfred Burchett's 
Activist Journalism about the Portuguese Carnation 
Revolution IN-PERSON

Wednesday, May 14, 2025   
 Lecture Hall

Join Professors Daniela Melo and Timothy Walker, 
the co-editors of a new scholarly edition of 
legendary Australian journalist Wilfred Burchett’s 
writing on the Portuguese “Carnation” Revolution, 
for a discussion of this new edition. This event is 
cosponsored by the Consul General of Portugal in Boston and 
the Cambridge Public Library. Registration is required.   

The Age of Love  Screening IN-PERSON

Thursday, May 15, 4-6:30 p.m.    
 Lecture Hall

The Age of Love follows the poignant 
adventures of thirty seniors who attend 
a first-of-its-kind Speed Dating event for 
70- to 90-year-olds and discover how the 
search for love changes — or doesn’t change 
— from first love to the far reaches of life. 
Playful and revealing, wise and inspiring, 
the speed daters both engage and enlighten 
with a candor that puts media stereotypes to shame.  The film's 
director, Steven Loring, will join us virtually after the film for 
an audience Q&A. Presented in partnership with the Cambridge 
Council on Aging and the Living Well Network. 
 
Being with Trees Creatively: Watercolor!  
IN-PERSON

Thursday, May 15, 4:30-6:30 p.m.  
  Rossi Room 

Combine your love for art and spring here at the Library! This 
art class will be a hybrid of indoor and outdoor time, allowing 
you to get up close with trees and take artistic observations of 
your surroundings. All supplies will be provided but please bring 
any protective gear (hats, sunscreen, water) in the event of hot 
weather. Registration is required. 
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Jamie Loftus Presents: Raw Dog: The Naked Truth 
About Hot Dogs IN-PERSON

Thursday, May 15, 7-8:30 p.m.   
 Lecture Hall

Harvard Book Store and the Cambridge Public 
Library welcome Jamie Loftus—comedian, 
Emmynominated TV writer, and podcaster—to 
celebrate the paperback release of her New York 
Times bestseller Raw Dog: The Naked Truth About 
Hot Dogs. She will be joined in conversation by  
Tori Bedford—Associate Producer for Boston 
Public Radio. Registration is required.   
 
 
3rd Annual Spelling Bee Finals IN-PERSON

Saturday, May 17, 1-4:00 p.m.   
 Lecture Hall

Join us for the 3rd Annual 
Spelling Bee. The spelling bee 
aims to enhance the spelling and 
vocabulary skills of contestants 
while promoting reading, writing, 
and appreciation for the power of words. Cosponsored by the 
Fletcher Maynard Academy, My Brothers Keeper Cambridge, 
Sisters with a Dream, and Cambridge Public Library.  

Tourmaline Presents: Marsha: The Joy and Defiance 
of Marsha P. Johnson IN-PERSON

Tuesday, May 20, 6-7:30 p.m.   
 Lecture Hall

Harvard Book Store and the Cambridge Public 
Library welcome Tourmaline—award-winning 
artist, filmmaker, writer, activist, and TIME 100 
Most Influential Person in the World awardee—for 
a discussion of her new book Marsha: The Joy and 
Defiance of Marsha P. Johnson. Registration is 
required. 
 
 
Defying the Crown in Early Cambridge: The 1664 
Petition Campaign and Grassroots Constitutionalism  
IN-PERSON

Thursday, May 22, 6:30-8 p.m.  
   Cambridge Room  

Join Adrian Chastain Weimer for a discussion about 
Cambridge’s role in paving the way for the American Revolution. 
Cambridge inhabitants were among the first to act in defiance 
of King Charles II’s agenda. Their grassroots petition campaign 
drew on the experience of the English civil wars and pointed 
the way forward to the American Revolution. Registration is 
required. 
 

The Climate and Sustainability Implications of 
Generative AI 
IN-PERSON

Thursday, May 22, 6:30-7:30 p.m.   
 Lecture Hall

Are you curious about the hype around artificial intelligence 
(AI)? Are you concerned about the environmental impact 
of AI and wondering what can be done about it? Join Dr. 
Noman Bashir as he discusses his work on the environmental 
implications of generative AI.  Dr. Bashir is currently a 
Computing & Climate Impact Fellow at MIT's Climate & 
Sustainability Consortium (MCSC) as well as a postdoctoral 
researcher at the MIT Computer Science & Artificial Intelligence 
Laboratory (CSAIL). Registration is required.   
 

Exhibits 
 
Xiang Li's Traditional Chinese Watercolor IN-PERSON

May 1 – May 22, times available on LibCal   
 L2 Hallway Main Library 

View the breathtaking art of Xiang Li, featuring over a dozen 
selected canvas portraits of Chinese empresses.   
 
On Thursday, May 8, join us for an opening reception at 5 p.m. 
Meet the artist Xiang Li and her daughter Fei Wu, hear their 
artist talk and presentation, and enjoy a relaxed and engaging 
conversation. Ask questions, connect, and discover the stories 
behind the art. Light refreshments will be provided.   

Workshops
Wellness for Older Adults: Low-Impact Fitness 
VIRTUAL  

Mondays, 11-11:45 a.m.    
 Zoom

This class is designed for people of all levels to strengthen 
the muscles, the heart and the brain--all while having fun and 
moving to great music! Come as you are and take everything 
at your own pace. You will feel the benefits in mind and body! 
This is a virtual event. A Zoom link will be sent to all registered 
participants 1 hour before the event. Registration is required. 
 
 
Mental Health First Aid IN-PERSON

Monday, May 5, 9 a.m.- 5 p.m. 
  Main Library Community Room  

Mental Health First Aid is a skills-based training that teaches 
people how to identify, understand and respond to signs and 
symptoms of a mental health or substance use challenge in 
adults ages 18 and over. The program is designed to build 
mental health literacy, providing an action plan that teaches 
people to safely and responsibly identify and address a potential 
mental health or substance use challenge. Registration is 
required. 
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Main Library
Great Books Book Group 
IN-PERSON  

Tuesday, May 6, 7-9 p.m.

The Real Cool Killers by Chester 
Himes 
 

Romance Book Group 
IN-PERSON  

Tuesday, May 13, 7:15-8:15 
p.m.

Get a Life, Chloe Brown by Talia 
Hibbert 

Contemporary Book Group 
IN-PERSON  

Tuesday, May 20, 6-7 p.m.

Night Watch by Jayne Anne 
Phillips 
 
 
 
Science Fiction & Fantasy 
Book Group IN-PERSON  
Wednesday, May 21, 6-7 p.m.

The City of Brass by S. A. 
Chakraborty 
 
 

O’Connell
Adult Book Group 
IN-PERSON  

Tuesday, May 27, 6:30-7:30 
p.m.  
When Books Went to War by 
Molly Guptill Manning
 
 

O'Neill
O'Neill Branch Book Group 
IN-PERSON  

Monday, May 12, 6:30-7:30 
p.m.
On Earth We're Briefly 
Gorgeous by Ocean Vuong 

Adult Book Groups  

Boudreau  
Boudreau Branch Book Group 
HYBRID  

Wednesday, May 14, 12-1 p.m.  
The Lion Women of Tehran by 
Marjan Kamali

 
 
Boudreau Branch Mystery 
Book Group HYBRID

Tuesday, May 27, 12-1 p.m.  
Trace  by Archer Mayor 
 
 

Central Square
Central Square Short Story 
Reading Group IN-PERSON  
Wednesday, May 14, 6-7:30 
p.m. 
Come read and discuss together. 
Title is a surprise each month! 
 

Central Square Branch Book 
Group IN-PERSON  
Wednesday, May 21, 6:30-7:30 
p.m. 
The Sympathizer by Viet Thanh 
Nguyen

Central Square Cookbook 
Group IN-PERSON  
Thursday, May 22, 6:30-7:30
Smitten Kitch Keepers by Deb 
Perelman  

Collins  
Collins Branch Book Group
VIRTUAL  

Thursday, May 15, 6-7 p.m. 
Radio Free Vermont  by Bill 

McKibbben

 
Cookbook Book Group    
IN-PERSON

Wednesday, May 28, 6-7 p.m. 
The World Central Kitchen Cookbook 
by José Andrés The Cookbook Book 
Group is back at Collins! Try a recipe 
and bring your results to share.

Book Groups

Valente 
Valente Branch Book Group 
IN-PERSON  

Wednesday, May 21, 12-1 p.m. 
Chemistry  by Weike Wang 
 
 

Children’s Book 
Groups
Central Square

MCBA Book Club 
IN-PERSON  

Wednesday, May 7, 6-7 p.m. 
Swim Team  by Johnnie Christmas 
(ages 8-11)

Books Not Binaries Reading 
Group IN-PERSON  
Wednesday, May 28, 6-7 p.m.
The Magic Fish  by  Trung Le 
Nguyen (Ages 10-13) 

 
Main

Parent/Child Book Group 
IN-PERSON  

Tuesday, May 13, 6-6:45 p.m.
Willodeen by Katherine Applegate 
 
 
 
Tween Book Group 
IN-PERSON  

Monday, May 19, 5:30-6:30 
p.m.
World Famous Nine by Ben 
Guterson. The author will be joining 
us for the discussion!  

O’Connell   
Magic Tree House Book Group   
HYBRID

Friday, May 2, 4-4:30 p.m. 
World at War by Mary Pope 
Osborne (Ages 5-11)
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Merlin Missions Book Group HYBRID

Friday, May 2, 4:30-5 p.m.   
Blizzard of the Blue Moon by Mary Pope Osborne (Ages 5-11)

 
 
Middle Grade Mystery Book Group  HYBRID

Friday, May 9, 4-5 p.m.  

Theodore Boone: Kid Lawyer by John Grisham 
 
 
 
 

Graphics Are Great! Book Group  HYBRID

Tuesday, May 27, 4-5 p.m. 
Anne of West Philly  by Ivy Noelle Weir (Ages 8-12) 

O’Neill  
Kids’ Books for Everyone 
 HYBRID

Tuesday, May 6, 6:30-7:30 p.m 
The Beatryce Prophecy by Kate DiCamillo

Boudreau 
Songs and Stories Thursdays, 10:30-10:50 a.m. 

Central Square 
Baby Lapsit  Tuesdays, 5:30-6 p.m. 

Story Time  Wednesdays, 10:30-11 a.m.  
 
After School Stories and Crafts Wednesdays, 4-5 p.m.

Stories, Songs & Play Thursdays, 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
 Lewis Room

Twilight Music and Movement Thursdays, 5:30-6 p.m. 
 Lewis Room 

Collins  
Collins programs will resume the week of May 20. 
 
Songs and Stories  Tuesdays, 10:30-11:00 a.m.    
Evening Family Story Time Wednesdays, 5:30-6:00 p.m. 

Main Library 
Morning Sing-Along Mondays and Wednesdays, 11-11:25 a.m.  

 Curious George Room

LEGO Time Ages 5+ Mondays, 4-4:45 p.m.  
 Curious George Room

Toddler Story Time Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11-11:25 a.m.  
 Rey Room

Preschool Story Time Tuesdays, 4-4:25 p.m.  
 Rey Room 

 
Baby Lapsit Wednesday, 10-10:20 a.m.  

 Rey Room

Afternoon Sing-Along Thursdays, 4-4:25 p.m.  
 Curious George Room 

O’Connell 
Preschool Story Time Thursdays, 3:30-4 p.m. 

Toddler Story Time Fridays, 11-11:30 a.m. 

O’Neill 
Sing-Along Mondays, 10:30-10:50 a.m.  

Story Time Thursdays, 11-11:30 a.m.  

Valente 
Sing-Along Tuesdays, 11-11:25 a.m.  

Story Time Thursdays, 11-11:25 a.m. 

Regular Programs for 
Children and Families

Pysanky Egg Decorating Workshop IN-PERSON

Saturday, May 17, 1-3:30 p.m.     
 Main Library Community Room

In this workshop, you will learn the history 
of Pysanky, the centuries old tradition 
of Ukrainian egg decorating. In this 
processbased workshop, participants will 
create and take home their very own special 
Ukrainian pysanka. All materials will be 
provided. Registration is required. 

Money Management Workshop Series: Budgeting 
and Smart Spending IN-PERSON

Tuesday, May 20, 6-7 p.m.       
 Valente

Need to get better at managing your money? Join the East 
Cambridge Savings Bank for a workshop on how to make a 
budget and manage your finances. Registration is helpful but 
not required. 
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The Literacy Center is located in the Central Square Branch 
at 45 Pearl Street.

High Beginner ESOL IN-PERSON  
Mondays, 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m.  
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1-2:30 p.m. 

Intermediate ESOL IN-PERSON   
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Advanced ESOL IN-PERSON   
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3-4:30 p.m.
Beginner ESOL IN-PERSON   
Mondays, 1-2:30 p.m.  
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Fridays, 10:30 a.m.-12 and 1-2:30 p.m.  
Résumé and Job Application Support  
IN-PERSON   

Wednesdays, 1-3 p.m. 

LITERACY CENTER PROGRAMS

Main Library 
449 Broadway | 617-349-4040 
Mon-Thu 9-9, Fri-Sat 9-5, Sun 1-5 (Sept-June) 

Boudreau  
245 Concord Ave. | 617-349-4017 
Mon-Wed 10-8, Thu-Fri 10-6 

Central Square 
45 Pearl St. | 617-349-4010 
Mon 10-6, Tue-Thurs 10-9, Fri 10-6, Sat 10-2 

Collins Branch 
64 Aberdeen Ave. | 617-349-4021 
Mon 10-6, Tues-Thurs 10-8, Fri 10-6  

O’Connell  
48 Sixth St. | 617-349-4019 
Mon 10-6, Tue-Thurs 10-8, Fri 10-6 

O’Neill  
70 Rindge Ave. | 617-349-4023 
Mon-Wed 10-8, Thurs-Fri 10-6, Sat 1-5 

Valente 
826 Cambridge St. | 617-349-4015 
Mon-Wed 10-8, Thurs-Fri 10-6, Sat 1-5  
All locations are accessible by public transportation. 
Details are on our website.  

LIBRARY LOCATIONS/PHONE/HOURS

Handsewing for Mending  
IN-PERSON

Wednesday, May 21, 6-7:30 p.m.   
 Valente

Handsewing For Mending will focus on hand sewing techniques 
that can be used to repair seams, hems, tears, and more. 
Participants will learn about tools and materials for hand 
sewing, a variety of stitches, and when to apply them to restore 
garments back to wearability. Registration is required.  

Basic Tech Classes, various dates IN-PERSON    
 Main Library 

Join us for Basic Tech Classes this May! Learn how to use email, 
search the internet, and grow your tech skills. Pick and choose 
the classes that are right for you. Look for new classes each 
month. Registration is required. 
	 Main Library

•	 Gmail Basics- Organize Your Inbox  
Tuesday, May 6, 11 a.m.-12 p.m.

•	 iPhone and iPad Basics- Clean Up Your Phone Memory  
Tuesday, May 13, 11 a.m.-12 p.m.  
Central Square

•	 Internet Basics: Job Searching  
Saturday, May 31, 11 a.m.-12 p.m.  
Virtual

•	 Cybersecurity Basics 
Wednesday, May 28, 6-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Night Creative Writing Group  
IN-PERSON   

Wednesday, May 21, 6:30-8:30 p.m.     
 Community Room

Writers of all experience levels are invited to join a casual, 
peersupported writing group. In this group, participants take 
turns bringing short in-progress or completed pieces of any 
genre. The group reads several pieces each month, sharing 
feedback and constructive criticism in a supportive and inclusive 
environment. We may practice in-class writing exercises and 
read samples of published writing as time allows. Registration is 
required. 
 
Tai Chi Under the Tree IN-PERSON

Wednesday, May 28, 6-7 p.m. 
  Joan Lorentz Park  

Explore Qigong warm-ups and the elements of Tai Chi with 
instructor Ellen DeGenova. This class offers highly adaptable 
and accessible ways of moving for everyone. No experience 
necessary. A seated option will be available. Registration is 
recommended but not required. In case of inclement weather, 
this event will take place in the Community Room. 
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Branch Events 
Boudreau  
Chess Hour 
Monday, May 5 and May 19, 5-6 p.m.  
Join us for a chess challenge. Players of all skill levels and all 
ages are welcome to participate. Chess sets will be provided, 
but feel free to bring your own if you prefer. This is not an 
instructional class, but rather a gathering for individuals who 
want to play and test their skills against other members of the 
community.  
 
Knitting Group 
Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Bring your project, yarn, and needles to enjoy an hour in the 
company of other crafters. 

One-on-One Tech Help 
Wednesday, May 7 and May 21, 4-4:45 p.m.  
Would you like help navigating the Library's e-resources like 
Libby or Hoopla? Or maybe you need some basic computer 
or mobile device guidance? Book a free one-on-one tech help 
session at the Boudreau branch.   

Coffee, Cribbage and Chess!  
Friday, May 23, 11 a.m.-12 p.m.  
Join us on the fourth Friday of the month for coffee, treats, 
and games (Chess, Cribbage, Rummikub, etc.). Bring a friend or 
meet a new one at the Library!  

Central Square
Wellness for Older Adults: Chair Yoga  
Mondays, 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
Join us each Monday at the Central Square Branch for Chair 
Yoga, led by experienced instructor Louise Parker.  Registration 
is required.   
 
 
Drop-In Hours with the Social Worker 
Mondays, 2-5 p.m. 
Stop by the Lewis Room to get support from our Library social 
worker!   

Drop-in Tech Help at the Library   
Tuesdays, 3:30-5:30 p.m. 
Fridays, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Looking for some basic computer or mobile device guidance? 
Want help using an online resource? Need someone to read your 
resume or support navigating online job applications? Join us 
for our drop-in help hours between 4 and 6 p.m. No registration 
required. If you have any questions, please contact library@
cambridgema.gov.  
 
 
 

Fiber Arts Circle  
Thursdays, 4-5 p.m. 
Bring your project and come join other fiber crafters in your 
community! Crochet, sew, embroider, knit, cross stitch, spin, 
mend, and more at this informal drop-in fiber arts circle. All 
crafts are welcome!  

Overflow Study and Hang 
Fridays, 3-5 p.m.  
Drop in the Central Square Branch’s Lewis Room for extra space 
to study and hang out. Supplies will be provided to color, do 
puzzles, and play games. No registration is required!     
 
Propagate and Populate: Plant Swap 
Thursday, May 1, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Calling all plant lovers! Add some green into your home! Bring 
your own plants to share propagules with others or come to pot 
a new plant baby for your home collection. We'll have a small 
collection of house plant propagules, along with soil and plastic 
planting containers. Attendees are welcome to bring their own 
pots as well.  

'Froca Fitness: Event Series 
Tuesday, May 13, 6:30-7:30 p.m.  
Join us at the Central Square Branch (Lewis Room) for an hour 
of electrifying and upbeat African and Caribbean fusion dance 
fitness class with founder and instructor Sylver! Registration is 
required.   

Medicinal Plant Walk   
Wednesday, May 21, 5:30-7 p.m. 
Join herbalist Mo Katz-Christy for a meander through the 
neighborhood to meet city plants and explore their medicinal 
uses! We will explore weeds and cultivated plants, trees and 
shrubs, and have lots of space for questions and conversation. 
This program will begin at the library and proceed on a walk 
through the neighborhood. Registration is required.   
 

Collins  
All Collins programs are subject to change. Visit our website for updates. Outdoor programs 
will continue even if the branch is closed.

Fresh Pond Nature Walk  
Wednesday, May 14, 10:15-11:30 a.m.
Join us for a relaxing walk of Fresh Pond with Park Ranger 
Tim Puopolo! No two weeks are the same in nature, and Tim 
will share his insights about what's growing, changing, and 
blooming in the neighborhood. This walk is not on a paved path. 
We will walk on uneven terrain, down hills, and over roots. 
Registration is required. 
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Have you checked out The Hive yet? Teens are welcome to come 
learn about our space and try their hand at sticker making, 
video recording in our studio and more. This is a drop-in event 
designed for patrons ages 12-18.   
 

One-on-One Tech Help   
Thursdays, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.  

 Learning Lab  
Looking for some basic computer or mobile device guidance? 
Want to learn how to access audiobooks and eBooks? Stop by 
the Main Library for our drop-in hours! Drop-in sessions will 
be limited to 30-minutes for each patron. To view all available 
timeslots and dates, visit the Library website. If you have 
any questions, please contact Gina Josette Rivera by email at 
gjosette@cambridgema.gov.   
 

Puzzle Party 
Thursdays, 2:30-3:30 p.m.    

 Rossi Room  
Join our librarians for tea, cookies and a jigsaw puzzle. An hour 
of fun and conversation on a Thursday afternoon. Refreshments 
will be provided.  
 

Librarian Office Hours 
Saturday, May 3, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

 Rossi Room   
Visit with our librarians in this informal session – no 
appointment needed! We can connect you to the reliable 
information you need and the popular entertainment you want. 
Come with your questions or let us guide you to some hidden 
gems.     
 

The Poop Museum Part 2: Even More Poop!!  
Saturday, May 3, 11 a.m.- 12 p.m.  

 Curious George Room   
Are you curious about poop? This program goes down the 
sewer, out into space, deep under the sea and back to the time 
of the dinosaurs to explore what happens to all of our poop. 
Recommended for children ages 5-10 years old and their 
caregivers.  
 

CPL Nature Club: Protecting Urban Biodiversity 
Nature Walk  
Wednesday, May 7, 11 a.m.-12 p.m.  

 Joan Lorentz Park   
Join Earthwise Aware for a fascinating walk as we explore how 
land use and climate change shape the future of urban green 
spaces. Discover how you can make a difference by helping to 
protect urban ecosystems. Learn to observe and document 
the incredible interactions between plants, animals, and their 
habitats while contributing to EwA’s community-driven ecology 
science projects. Registration is required.   
 

Free Family Concert: Radius Ensemble presents 
Peter and the Wolf   
Saturday, May 10, 11-11:45 a.m.  

 Curious George Room 
Join us for a relaxed Saturday morning concert with Radius 
Ensemble! The concert, geared toward preschool children but 
appropriate for all ages, features a delightful abridged version 

Herb of the Month: Plantain  
Wednesday, May 14, 5:30-7 p.m. 
Come spend the afternoon getting acquainted with one 
medicinal plant each month! We’ll spend time getting to 
know each plant through drawing, taste, science, and stories 
of herbalists’ experience. Bring your journal and leave with 
an in-depth account of botany, history, use, safety issues, 
preparation, dosage, and more.  
 
Morning Bird Watching Walk at Mount Auburn 
Cemetery   
Wednesday, May 28, 10:15-11:30 a.m
Join us for a morning walk at one of the most renowned 
birdwatching spots in Cambridge, Mount Auburn Cemetery! 
We will help you identify birds, learn birdwatching tips and 
tricks, and familiarize yourself with migratory birds as well as 
those that can be spotted all year round. A limited supply of 
binoculars will be available. Registration is required. 

 
Main Library  
Tween Hangout  
Monday, May 5 and May 19, 5:30-6:30 p.m.  

 Curious George Room   
We’re opening up the Curious George Room on the third floor 
for ages 10 –12 to snack, relax, and play video games. Doors 
open at 5:30 p.m., and we invite all tweens to make this space 
their own! There are no tickets or registration required. Please 
call 617-349-4038 for more information. 

Tween STEAM  
Monday, May 12, 5:30-6:30 p.m.  

 The Hive   
Interested in technology and art? Join Tween STEAM to learn 
how to use circuits to make light up cards, build LEGO cities, 
or use brush bots to paint abstract art. Every month, there’s 
something new to make! Program begins at 5:30 p.m., and 
tickets are available at the children's desk. Please call 617-349-
4038 for more information.     
 
Sit 'n' Knit
Tuesdays, 2:30-3:30 p.m.   

 Rossi Room 
Bring your project and enjoy the company of other fiber 
crafters. Drop-in with this informal group to work on your 
craft, get inspired, pick up skills and socialize. Knit, embroider, 
crochet, spin, and mend. Refreshments will be provided. 

Free Drop-in Tutoring for Teens   
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, 5-6 p.m.  

 Teen Room 
Need help with a class? Have a question before an exam? Tutors 
are available to help you! Feel free to drop by. Please contact 
617-349-4027 with any questions. There will be no tutoring 
during school vacation week (April 21-25).  
 

Hive Teen Hangout 
Wednesdays, 3:30-5 p.m.   

 The Hive  
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of Prokofiev's Peter & the Wolf (at the end of which the wolf, 
instead of meeting his demise, is taken to the zoo), plus other 
silly songs about animals, as well as a show-and-tell of the 
instruments of the woodwind family.   Recommended for 
children ages 3 to 5 years with caregiver. This program can 
accommodate 130 people. Tickets are available on a first come, 
first served basis on the day of the program.  
 

Expressive Art for Older Adults: Beading Workshop  
Tuesday, May 13, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

 Rossi Room  
Learn the basics of beaded jewelry making and the difference 
between semi-precious stones and precious stones.  
Participants will keep all pieces they make. Led by Zangar 
Freeman. Registration is required.  

Sing-Along and Story Time in Mandarin    
Saturday, May 17, 10:30-11 a.m. 

 Rey Room   
Join us for 30-minutes of songs and stories in Mandarin 
Chinese with Mina (Yating) Fan, a local mother and educator. 
This fun and interactive session brings families together to 
enjoy lively songs and engaging stories in a warm, welcoming 
environment. 

This program can accommodate 45 people. Tickets are available 
on a first come, first served basis on the day of the program. 
Funding for this program has been generously provided by the 
Cambridge Public Library Foundation.  
 

Teen Advisory Board   
Tuesday, May 27, 4-5 p.m.  

 Teen Room  
Teens! Help us plan teen programs for the Library. Earn 
community service hours! Enjoy free snacks! We meet monthly 
during the school year. No registration is required. Stop by the 
Teen Room or call 617-349-4027 to learn more.  
 

Folk Concert for Children and Families: Award 
Winning Musician Kim Moberg  
Wednesday, May 28, 4-4:45 p.m.  

 Curious George Room   
Join us for live folk music with award-winning singer, 
songwriter, and guitarist Kim Moberg. Enjoy classic folk songs, 
treasured favorites, and original music! 

Kim’s mission is to connect people in empathy and social 
consciousness through the storytelling power of Folk Music. 
Recommended for school-age children ages 6+ (younger siblings 
welcome with parent/caregiver). No registration is required.  
 

O’Connell 
Middle Grade Mystery Writing Group  HYBRID  
Mondays, 2:30-3 p.m.  
Our Middle Grade Mystery Writing group is for kids aged 10-14. 
We're writing a mystery about a "murder" of crows -- bring 
your best crow facts, crow puns, character names, and plot 
ideas!  Registration is required to attend virtually.   
For questions, please email cmeisler@cambridgema.gov.    
 

Fiber Crafts Group Drop-In  
Wednesdays, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Bring your project and enjoy the company of other fiber 
crafters. Drop-in with this informal group to work on your craft, 
get inspired, pick up skills and socialize. Knit, embroider, 
crochet, spin, mend, cross stitch and more. All crafts are 
welcome.  
 

Wiggle Party  
Wednesday, May 14, 5:30-6 p.m. 
Join us for a dance party to get your wiggles out! Play a freeze 
dance game, shake some shakers, and learn the steps to the 
Macarena and the Electric Slide!  
 

Lunch at the Library for Teens   
Wednesday, May 21, 1-3 p.m.  
Take a break from your studies and join us for lunch! Free pizza 
will be provided while supplies last and you will have the chance 
to share your ideas for future events at O’Connell. If you have 
any dietary restrictions, please call the branch by May 13, 
2025, at (617) 349-4019. This is a drop-in event designed for 
patrons ages 12-18. No registration is required.  

Read to a Dog  
Wednesday, May 28, 4-5 p.m.  
Read with Bowie the Therapy Dog from Pets & People! Therapy 
dogs provide warm and non-judgmental reading companions for 
new or experienced readers of all ages. Registration for each 
10-minute time slot is required and begins a week in advance. 
Sign up by phone or in person at the O'Connell Branch (617-
349-4019).  
 
Evening Family Story Time    
Wednesday, May 28, 5:30-6 p.m. 
We invite children and their grown-ups to join us for a special 
evening story time event. This program will run for 20-25 
minutes, with songs, stories and rhymes.  
 
Demystifying Tea Blending   
Thursday, May 29, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  
Anyone can make a delicious herbal tea blend! In this class, 
herbalist Mo Katz-Christy will discuss a handful of common 
herbs for tea: their uses, flavors, energies, and what they add 
to a blend. We will smell each of the herbs and taste some as 
well, learning how the flavors blend and how they complement 
each other. Bring your own jar to take your tea blend home. 
Registration is required and will open May 15.  
 

O’Neill
Intermediate ESOL Class  
Mondays, 1-2:30 p.m.  
Join us for an English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) 
Class. This class will be taught at an intermediate level. No 
testing is needed. For more information call the O'Neill Branch 
at 617-349-4023.   
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English Conversation Practice, Intermediate  
Wednesdays, 1-2:30 p.m. 
Join us for an English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) 
Conversation Practice. This conversation group is for those 
with an intermediate or high level of English language skill. No 
testing is required. For more information about ESOL classes, 
please call Maria Balestrieri at 617-349-4013.   
 
Wednesdays of Wonder - WOW!  
Wednesdays, 2:30-4 p.m.  
Come to the Library for games and a different activity each 
week! Kids of all ages can hang out and do crafts or STEAM 
activities. No registration required.

•	 May 7 Collages 
•	 May 14 Paper Garlands

•	 May 21 Painting

•	 May 28 Studio Ghibli Arts and Crafts 

CPL Nature Club: Elder Walks  
Thursday, May 1 and May 15, 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
Join guide Stefanie Haug while exploring our neighborhood 
nature and celebrating Elderhood. As a group, we'll connect 
with nature and the neighborhood mindfully with a gentle walk 
and draw on contemplative practices. Bring layered clothing, 
comfortable shoes and water. Meet at the O'Neill entrance on 
Rindge Avenue. Registration is required. 

Kids’ Zine Collective  
Friday, May 2 and May 23, 4-5 p.m. 
What's a zine? And how do I make one? Come find out! Kids 
are invited to explore making, copying, sharing, and swapping 
zines. Making zines will include activities like writing, drawing, 
and using a photocopier. For kids ages 7 and up. Snacks are 
provided! 
 
Saturday Songs and Stories  
Saturday, May 3, 3:30-4 p.m. 
Music, movement and stories! Join librarians for 20 minutes of 
fun! For children of all ages and their grown-ups.  
 
Light-Up Crafts for Middle Schoolers  
Monday, May 5, 3:30-5 p.m.  
Kids in 6th, 7th and 8th grade can come to the Library to 
make light-up crafts out of paper, fabric and LED lights. Snacks 
provided. No registration necessary.  
 
May Flowers: Story Time and Craft  
Tuesday, May 6, 11 a.m.-12 p.m.  
We invite children of all ages and their grown-ups to join us 
for stories and a simple activity.  This month we will draw with 
chalk outside the Library! (weather permitting) 

Beginner Cross Stitch Workshop 
Wednesday, May 7, 6:15-7:45 p.m. 
Learn the basics of cross stitching while working on a mod 
flower pattern. All materials provided – no experience needed! 
You'll leave with materials and a pattern to finish your cross 
stitch piece after class. Registration is required.   

Cambridge Young Authors’ Squad 
Friday, May 9 and May 30, 4-5 p.m. 
Young people ages 10 to 14 who love to write are welcome to 
share their ideas and writing. There will be time for share-outs/
workshopping, as well as group or solo writing. Snacks are 
provided! If you are attending for the first time, registration is 
helpful but not required. 

Chess Hour 
Saturday, May 10, 3-4 p.m.
Join us for a game of chess at the O'Neill Branch Library! 
Players of all skill levels and all ages are welcome to participate. 
Chess sets will be provided, but feel free to bring your own. 
This is a space for individuals to play and test their skills against 
other members of the community. This is not an instructional 
class.  
 
CPL Nature Club: Nature Story Time at Alewife 
Brook Reservation 
Wednesday, May 14, 11 a.m.-12 p.m.  
Wednesday, May 28, 11 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Children and families can join us for an outdoor story time and 
short walk at Alewife Brook Reservation. We will meet at the 
seating area on the bike path near the Alewife Brook Pathway 
and DCR Wetland Boardwalk. There is no parking available 
on-site. Parking is available at Alewife MBTA station or limited 
on-street parking on Cambridgepark Drive. No registration is 
required.  

Rise Up! / Levé!: Celebrating the Haitian Revolution 
of 1804  
Friday, May 16, 4:30-5:45 p.m. 
Celebrate Haiti's people, culture and history with local 
organization, Wee the People. We will celebrate one of Haiti's 
biggest national holidays -- Haitian Flag Day -- and explore 
the slave revolt that defeated Europe's most powerful armies. 
Families with children ages 5 and up will make Haitian Hero 
Shields with the colors of the Haitian flag. No registration 
required. 

Artful Evenings 
Monday, May 19 6-7:30 p.m. 
Unleash your creativity at our open crafting program for 
adults! Bring your own projects or start something new with 
our assortment of materials and supplies. Snacks provided! 
Registration suggested.  

Family STEAM Night: Bumblebees Make My 
Tomatoes!
Tuesday, May 20, 6:30-7:15 p.m.  
Families with elementary school age children join us for hands-
on activities focused on Science, Technology, Arts, Engineering, 
and Math. Adults and children will learn and play together! This 
month we will learn about pollinators with Cambridge Wildlife 
Arts. We will plant seeds and make bumblebee puppets! 
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The Royal Rumpus
Saturday, May 10, 3-3:55 p.m. 
Put on your best royal outfit and join us for a special afternoon! 
Listen to a story, decorate a crown and dance to some royal 
music! This program is for children of all ages and their grown-
ups. Registration is required.

Board Game Night for Adults 
Tuesday, May 13, 6-7:30 p.m. 
Join us for an evening of board games. We have: Ticket to 
Ride, Settlers of Catan, Scrabble, Chess, Checkers, Boggle, 
Bananagrams, and more! Feel free to bring a board game to play 
with others. We will provide pizza and beverages.    
 
Family Board Game Night 
Wednesday, May 14, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Challenge your family or meet new friends over board games in 
the Community Room. The library will supply games and snacks. 
This event is recommended for children ages 5 and up, with 
their caregivers. Contact the library at 617-349-4015 for more 
information.     
 
Nintendo Switch Party 
Saturday, May 17, 2-4 p.m. 
We will be using library consoles to enjoy multiplayer games. 
This program is for families with children aged 7-13 and their 
caretakers. This program can accommodate 16 gamers. Tickets 
are available on a first come, first served basis on the day of the 
program.  
 
We Love Reading  
Monday, May 19, 4-4:50 p.m 
Celebrate reading with other new readers at the Valente Branch 
Library! We will explore a book from the Beginning Reader 
collection, spend time reading together, and do an activity! 
Copies of the book will be provided by the library; participants 
may check out a copy to take home after the program. 
Registration is required. Contact the library at 617-349-4015 
for more information.

Movie Night: Past Lives 
Tuesday, May 27, 6-7:45 p.m. 
Join us for movie night at the Valente Branch! We will provide 
popcorn & candy. We will be showing the film Past Lives, 
directed by Celine Song, featuring Greta Lee, Teo Yoo, and John 
Magaro. Registration is helpful.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Code a Poem with OctoStudio
Wednesday, May 21, 5:30-7 p.m.  
Families are invited to join us for a drop-in creative coding 
workshop using OctoStudio, a new app developed by the 
team behind Scratch. We will make digital interactive poetry 
together! No registration is required. Adults are encouraged to 
participate alongside their children! Devices will be provided or 
families may bring their own. Food will be provided! 

Pajama Story Time  
Tuesday, May 27, 6:45-7:30 p.m. 
Come to the Library in your pajamas to listen to stories, read 
with your children, and enjoy a snack before bed! This program 
is recommended for children of all ages and their caregivers. 
Pajama Story Time is presented by the Cambridge Public 
Library and the Center for Families.  

Drop-In Maker Studio 
Saturday, May 31, 1-3 p.m. 
Come to the Library to create something special! Use your 
own supplies or try out our equipment! You can use our 1-inch 
button maker, 2.5-inch button maker, 3-D Doodle pens, or 
Janome sewing machines. The Library will provide basic 
supplies. 

This drop-in program is for people who feel comfortable using 
these machines on their own. The Library will not provide 
instruction. Anyone wishing to use the sewing machines must 
have completed a Sewing 101 training through the Library. 
Children under the age of 12 must be accompanied by an adult.  

Valente
Beginning English Class  
Mondays, 6-7:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays, 2:30-4 p.m.  
Join us for an English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) 
Class! This class will be taught at a beginner level. No testing is 
needed. Everyone is welcome. For more information, call Maria 
Balestrieri at 617-349-4013.  

Wednesdays of Wonder- W.O.W.! 
Wednesdays, 2:30-4 p.m.  
Come to the Library for games and a different activity each 
week! Kids of all ages can hang out and do crafts or STEAM 
activities. No registration required. 

 
Evening Story Time  
Monday, May 5, 5:30-5:55 p.m. 
We invite children and their grown-ups to join us for our 
monthly evening story time event. This program will run for 
20-25 minutes, with songs, stories and rhymes. No registration 
is required.    
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Save the Date

CPL Park Sounds: Juneteenth Celebration with the 
Dave Macklin Band IN-PERSON

Saturday, June 14, 12:30-2 p.m.  
 Joan Lorentz Park   

The Library celebrates Juneteenth with the Dave Macklin Band 
as they pay tribute to the musical contributions of Black artists.   
 
PARK SOUNDS 2025 brings free outdoor musical performances 
featuring local artists to the front lawn of the Main Library. 
These events are for all-ages. Bring a chair, food, and loved 
ones to celebrate the summer! Funding is provided by the CPL 
Foundation. 
 

Summer Kickoff Party! IN-PERSON

Saturday, June 21, 2-3:30 p.m.   
 Joan Lorentz Park 

Stop by Joan Lorentz Park to kick off summer with a live 
performance from Crocodile River Music, arts and crafts, free 
ice cream, and more! Pick up your Summer Reading bingo board 
and learn more about special events happening all summer long. 
All ages are welcome! 
 
Summer Reading Bingo will run from June 21 through August 
15, 2025. Register online starting June 1, then print or pick 
up your bingo board from any Library location. Visit camb.ma/
summerreading to learn more. 
 
 
Color Me Classical! with the Boston Festival 
Orchestra   IN-PERSON

Saturday, June 28, 2-3 p.m.
 Lecture Hall  

Join the Boston Festival Orchestra for a summer performance 
of classical music. 

Tai Chi Under the Tree IN-PERSON

Thursday, June 5, 6-7 p.m. 
 Main Library 

Explore Qigong warm-ups and the elements of Tai Chi with 
instructor Ellen DeGenova. This class offers highly adaptable 
and accessible ways of moving for everyone. No experience 
necessary. A seated option will be available. Registration is 
recommeded but not required. In case of inclement weather, 
this event will take place in the Community Room. 
 
Starting a Business Workshop Series: Inventory and 
Operations Management IN-PERSON

Tuesday, June 10, 6:30-8:30 p.m.  
 Central Square 

Are you an aspiring entrepreneur or small business owner 
looking to start a business in the City of Cambridge? This 
workshop is a comprehensive, four-week program tailored 
specifically for early-stage entrepreneurs and established 
business owners seeking to enhance their business operations. 
The curriculum addresses key aspects of business operations. 
This series of workshops will establish a solid foundation 
in essential principles of entrepreneurship and business 
ownership. Registration is required. This workshop will cover: 

•	 Effective inventory management techniques
•	 Streamlining business operations for growth
•	 Introduction to supply chain management and logistics 

 

The Friends of the Cambridge Public Library 
Second Annual Used Book Sale IN-PERSON

Saturday, May 3/17, 1-5 p.m.
Sunday, May 4/18, 1-5 p.m.

 20 Holyoke St, Cambridge
Donate your used books in support of the Cambridge 
Public Library on Saturday and Sunday May 3–4 and 
May 17–18, from 1–5 PM at 20 Holyoke St, Cambridge. 
Donated books will be sold back to the public and proceeds 
benefit the Cambridge Public Library. 
 
We’re accepting the following types of books in gently 
used condition or better:

•	 Children’s books
•	 Young Adult books
•	 Adult fiction and nonfiction

 
We do not accept:

•	 Reference books, encyclopedias, dictionaries, 
thesauruses, periodicals, magazines, almanacs

•	 Damaged or heavily worn books 
 
For more information, visit our website.
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Director McCauley, ALA President Cindy Hohl, and Vice Mayor 
McGovern

Rep. Steve Owens and Director of Libraries Maria McCauley.

Vice Mayor McGovern, ALA President Cindy Hohl, and Rep. Steve 
Owens.

Celebrating National Library Week at the Main Library.
 

Highlights from April

Patrons learn how to repair household items at the FixIt Clinic in The 
Hive.  

Celebrating National Library Week at the Valente Branch.
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Highlights from April

Ora Grodsky leads a panel discussion about justice, love, and 
organizational healing.  

Sacred Songs and Rituals celebrates secret forms of musical resistance 
during the English Renaissance.  

Cristanne Miller discusses The Letters of Emily Dickinson with CPL 
Program and Event Coordinator Zachary Bond.
 

Patrons celebrate Earth Day by building their own terrariums.  

Patrons celebrate Earth Day by building their own terrariums.  

Patrons celebrate Earth Day by building their own terrariums.  
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Hive Workshops for May 2025
All participants must complete the Hive Safety Training before attending Hive workshops. 

Hive Safety Training IN-PERSON   or 
HYBRID Learn about our makerspace, 

how to utilize the resources we offer and 
how to keep safe in The Hive. The training 
includes a tour of The Hive, either in-
person or virtually.  
 
Certification Workshops
3D Printing 101: Game Piece Design  
IN-PERSON  Learn how to create your 

favorite game piece in digital space and 
print it out using our Prusa 3D printers. 
Serger 101 IN-PERSON  Are you an 
intermediate or advanced sewer? This 
workshop will cover serger machine 
setup, threading a serger, and identifying 
correct tension settings with different 
types of fabric. 
Sewing 101 IN-PERSON  Learn the basics 
of sewing machine operation and safety. 
This session will cover machine setup, 
basic functions, threading the machine, 
reloading the bobbin, sewing straight 
stitches, and recognizing when stitch 
tension has gone awry. 

Studio Recording 101 IN-PERSON  Are 
you interested in podcasting, audio 
production, or video production? Join this 
workshop to become familiar with studio 
equipment and software.

Videography 101 IN-PERSON  Step into 
the Hive’s state-of-the-art recording 
studio and film a short video of yourself 
in front of our green screen. Then, spend 
some time becoming familiar with video 
editing software while working with your 
footage.  

Vinyl Cutting 101 HYBRID  Would 
you like to make your own vinyl signs, 
stickers, or images to transfer to T-shirts 
and other textiles? Learn how to use our 
Roland Camm-1 GS-24 vinyl cutter.

XR Lab 101 IN-PERSON  Extended 
reality (XR) opens the door to worlds 
and experiences outside the everyday 
through virtual reality, augmented 
reality, and mixed reality equipment.  

Zing Laser Cutting 101 IN-PERSON  
Learn how to use our Epilog Zing to laser 
cut, engrave and shape designs from a 
variety of materials. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Equipment and Studio Reservations 
Use the equipment and spaces in The 
Hive to design, craft, and make. Patrons 
certified on Hive equipment are welcome 
to reserve time for personal use. Staff 
will assist as they are able.  
 
Other Programs
Fiber Arts Adventure with Lenni: A 
Machine-Sewing Workshop Series  IN-PERSON

 Continue building your 
machine-sewing skills AND create 
bespoke sewn crafts in this four-part 
series! Learn pattern-making and create 
customized projects with fiber artist and 
designer Lenni Armstrong.

Hive Teen Hangout IN-PERSON  Teens 
are welcome to come learn about our 
space and try their hand at sticker 
making, video recording in our studio and 
more. This drop-in event is designed for 
patrons ages 12-18. 

Sewing Circle IN-PERSON  Continue 
building your machine-sewing skills AND 
receive support as you work on your own 
sewing projects with our Library sewing 
community. This program is designed for 
patrons who know the basics of how to 
use our Janome sewing machines. 

Welcome to the state-of-the-art makerspace located at 
the Main Library! It is a hub for STEAM learning, creativity, 
and community collaboration in Cambridge. Its mission 
is to provide free, hands-on learning opportunities to the 
Cambridge community, resources for personal projects, and 
to serve as a hub for skill sharing and creative collaboration. 

The Hive is open to individuals with a Minuteman library card. 
The space is designed for independent use for patrons ages 
12 and up and supervised use for children under the age of 12. 
Registration is required for all Hive workshops. 

Getting Started Completion of Hive Safety 
Training is the entry point to making, innovating, 
and collaborating in this space. Makers must also 
sign The Hive User Agreement and Waivers.
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Hive Calendar - May 2025
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3
Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
9:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
12:30 PM - 4:30 PM

Vinyl Cutting 101 
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM

Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
2:00 PM - 8:30 PM

Hive Safety Training 
(Main) 
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
1:00 PM - 4:30 PM

5 6 7 8 9 10
Hive Safety Training 
(Main) 
1:30 PM - 2:30 PM

Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
1:00 PM - 8:30 PM

Hive Teen Hangout 
3:30 PM - 5:00 PM

Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
9:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Zing Laser Cutting 101 
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM

3D Printing 101: Game 
Piece Design 
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM

3D Printing 101: Game 
Piece Design 
3:30 PM - 5:00 PM

Zing Laser Cutting 101 
5:30 PM - 7:00 PM

Hive Safety Training 
(Virtual) 
12:00 PM - 12:30 PM

Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
11:30 AM - 3:00 PM

Sewing 101 
12:00 PM - 1:30 PM

Digital Embroidery 
(Main)
7:30 PM - 8:30 PM

Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
1:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Vinyl Cutting 101 
3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
2:00 PM - 4:30 PM

Studio Recording 101 
7:30 PM - 8:30 PM

12 13 14 15 16 17
Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
1:00 PM - 6:30 PM

Hive Teen Hangout 
3:30 PM - 5:00 PM

Serger Training 
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM

Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
12:30 PM - 2:30 PM

Zing Laser Cutting 101 
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM

Digital Embroidery 
3:30 PM - 4:30 PM

Videography 101 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM

Sewing 101 
5:30 PM - 7:00 PM

Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
12:00 PM - 6:30 PM

3D Printing 101: Game 
Piece Design 
3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

Studio Recording 101 
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM

XR Lab 101
7:30 PM - 8:30 PM

Vinyl Cutting 101 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM

Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
1:30 PM - 4:30 PM

19 20 21 22 23 24
Sewing 101 
1:00 PM - 2:30 PM

Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
1:00 PM - 6:30 PM

Hive Teen Hangout 
3:30 PM - 5:00 PM

Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
9:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Serger Training 
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM

Sewing 101 
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM

Zing Laser Cutting 101 
3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

Vinyl Cutting 101 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM

Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM

Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
2:00 PM - 6:30 PM

Hive Safety Training 
(Main) 
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
11:30 AM - 4:30 PM

Hive Safety Training 
(Virtual) 
8:00 PM - 8:30 PM

3D Printing 101: Game 
Piece Design 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM

Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
1:00 PM- 4:00 PM

26 27 28 29 30 31
Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
1:00 PM - 6:30 PM

Hive Teen Hangout 
3:30 PM - 5:00 PM

Zing Laser Cutting 101 
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM

Serger Training 
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM

Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
9:30 AM - 1:00 PM

Vinyl Cutting 101 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM

Sewing 101 
5:30 PM - 7:00 PM

Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
12:00 PM - 6:30 PM

Equipment and Studio 
Reservations 
12:00 PM - 4:30 PM

XR Lab 101 (Main)
1:30 PM - 2:30 PM

Studio Recording 101 
7:30 PM - 8:30 PM

3D Printing 101: Game 
Piece Design 
3:00 PM - 4:30 PM


