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ARTICLE 7: ELECTIONS 

SECTION 7-1: CITY ELECTION  

The regular municipal election shall take place on the Tuesday next following the first Monday of 

November in every odd-numbered year.  

SECTION 7-2: ELIGIBILITY OF VOTERS 

Every citizen who (i) is at least 18 years old, (ii) is not temporarily or permanently disqualified by law 

because of corrupt practices in respect to elections, and (iii) is a resident of Cambridge registered to vote in 

the City, may vote in a regular municipal election.  

SECTION 7-3: CITY OFFICES 

All elective city offices are nonpartisan. No reference to any political party affiliation will be included in 

any declaration of candidacy, nominating petition, notice, voters’ pamphlet, ballot, or other elections 

publication concerning a city candidate.   

SECTION 7-4: DIRECTOR OF ELECTIONS 

The Director of Elections shall be the Chief Election Official for the City of Cambridge. The Director of 

Elections shall be the head of the Elections Department, appointed by the City Manager. The Director of 

Elections shall supervise voter registration, oversee polling places, the hiring and supervision of election 

officers, and the general conduct of all elections. The Director of Elections shall direct the Elections 

Department in the preparation of ballots, polling places, voting equipment, voting lists, the administration 

of campaign finance laws, the certification of nomination papers and petitions, the conducting of the annual 

city census, and the preparation of the street list of residents. The Director of Elections shall serve as an ex 

officio member of the Board of Election Commissioners. The Director of Elections shall not have voting 

power or shall be included in the count when determining quorum, unless in instances where there is a tie 

vote of the Board of Election Commissioners. The Director of Elections need not be a registered voter of 

the city, a resident of the city, or a registered member of any political party. The Director of Elections shall 

advise and assist the Board of Election Commissioners in carrying out its duties. 

SECTION 7-5: ELECTION CALENDAR 

The Board of Election Commissioners and Director of Elections shall prepare and issue a calendar of dates, 

times, and deadlines for the conducting of regular municipal elections. Unless specified in this charter, all 

election related dates, times, and deadlines shall be consistent with state law.  

SECTION 7-6: PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION 

(a) All members of the city council and the school committee shall be elected at large by single 

transferable vote form of ranked choice voting, hereafter referred to as proportional representation, 

during each regular municipal election. 



 

 

(b) The Election Commission shall promulgate regulations for the City to adopt a proportional 

representation method of electing candidates and transferring votes, and they may be amended 

provided that any such regulation shall not apply to the next municipal election unless it is voted 

and approved by the commission no later than six (6) months prior to the date of said election. Any 

regulations adopted after six (6) months prior to the date of a municipal election shall not take effect 

until the next subsequent municipal election.  

(c) The Election Commission shall have the authority to make any changes to the ranked choice voting 

ballot and tabulation process necessary to ensure the integrity and smooth functioning of the 

election, provided that proportional representation ranked choice voting shall still be used, and the 

smallest number of changes are made to achieve such purpose.  

SECTIONS 7-7 NOMINATION PAPERS 

(a) Any registered voter of the city who is eligible for election to any elective municipal body shall be 

entitled to have their name printed as a candidate on the official ballot to be used at the regular 

municipal election; provided, that prior to the deadline for submission set pursuant to Section 7-6, 

there shall be filed with the Board of Election Commissioners nomination paper(s) of their 

candidacy, on a form prepared and approved by the Board of Election Commissioners, with a 

statement of candidate signed and notarized by the candidate, and on such nomination paper(s) at 

least fifty registered voters of the city, whose signatures shall have been certified as required by 

law. No person shall be entitled to have their name printed as a candidate on such ballot except as 

set forth under Section 7-8. 

  

(b) Nomination papers shall be available from the Board of Election Commissioners at least eighteen 

(18) weeks prior to the date of the Election, on a date and time set by the Board of Election 

Commissioners pursuant to Section 7-6. Nomination papers must be filed with the Board of 

Election Commissioners  fourteen (14) weeks prior to the date of the Election, on a date and time 

set by the Board of Election Commissioners.  

 

SECTIONS 7-8 INVALID NOMINATION PAPERS 

Use of any other nomination papers other than those forms prepared and approved by the Board of Election 

Commissioners under Section 7-7 shall be invalid. Each nomination paper’s candidate statement section 

must be signed and notarized by the candidate before registered voters are permitted to sign nomination 

papers. No voter may sign the nomination papers of more than one candidate for election as a member of 

any elective body; and if a voter signs nomination papers of more than one such candidate their signature 

shall be invalid on all such papers except the one first acted upon by the Board of Election Commissioners.  

Nomination papers that are not timely filed by the deadline set by the Board of Election Commissioners 

shall be invalid. Nomination papers that were not properly signed and notarized by the candidate prior to 

the collection of registered voter signatures shall be invalid. Nomination papers that otherwise do not follow 

or conform with state laws and regulations or Board of Election Commissioners’ rules, regulations, or 

directions shall be invalid.  

 

 



 

 

SECTIONS 7-9 SUBMISSION OF BALLOT QUESTION PETITIONS  

Notwithstanding state law, the deadline for the submission of ballot questions to be on the ballot for regular 

municipal elections shall be fourteen (14) weeks prior to the date of the Election, on a date and time set by 

the Board of Election Commissioners.  

SECTIONS 7-10 BALLOTS; FORM AND CONTENTS  

There shall be a separate form of ballot for each body to be elected, and each such separate form of ballot 

shall be of a different and clearly distinguishable color from that of any other form of ballot prepared and 

furnished at the public expense for use at the same election. The ballot shall contain instructions to voters 

regarding how to mark their choices.  

SECTIONS 7-11 ARRANGEMENT OF NAMES; NUMBER OF BALLOTS  

Ballots used in elections to such a body or office by proportional representation shall be printed in as many 

lots as there are candidates for election thereto. In the first lot the names of the candidates shall appear in 

the alphabetical order of their surnames. In the second lot the names shall appear in the same order except 

that the first name in the first lot shall be placed last. In each succeeding lot the order shall be the same as 

that of the lot preceding, except that the first name in that preceding lot shall be placed last. Sets of ballots 

to be used at the several polling places shall be made up by combining ballots from the different lots in 

regular rotation, so that no two successive voters shall receive ballots from the same lot, and so that each 

candidate's name shall appear first and in each other position substantially the same number of times on the 

ballots used.  

SECTIONS 7-12 CENTRAL COUNTING PLACE OF BALLOTS; DIRECTOR OF THE COUNT 

Immediately preceding an election by the method of proportional representation or preferential voting, the 

Board of Election Commissioners shall designate a central counting place where ballots used under such 

method shall be brought together and tabulated publicly. The Director of Elections of the Board of Election 

Commissioners or their designee shall act as director of the count, employ a sufficient staff of assistants, 

and make suitable arrangements for the counting of such ballots. Before performing their official duties, 

the director of the count and each of his assistants shall be sworn before the City Solicitor, the City Clerk, 

or any officer qualified to administer oaths, or, in the case of any such assistant, before the director; and a 

record thereof shall be made. During the absence or disability of the director of the count, an assistant may 

be designated to perform the duties of the director. 

 

SECTIONS 7-13 USE OF BALLOT BOXES; PROCEDURE  

The Board of Election Commissioners shall provide each precinct with separate ballot boxes for 

ballots counted by machine and auxiliary ballots. Auxiliary ballots include any ballots cast by a 

voter with write-in votes, overvotes that are not corrected by the voter at the polls, or any other 

ballots that are ejected from the machine or otherwise unable to be counted by machine at the 

polling place. As soon as the polls have closed and all closing procedures at the polling place have 

been followed, the ballots that have been counted by machine may be removed from the ballot box 

and sealed in a ballot carrier to be transferred to the central counting place. The auxiliary ballot 

box must be sealed without removing any ballots and transported to the central counting place by 

a police officer, together with other election materials as required by state law. Proper receipts shall 



 

 

be required in connection with the transmission of ballot boxes, ballots, records and copies of 

records. The Board of Election Commissioners shall develop procedures to tally auxiliary ballots 

according to voter intent and add the ballots to the official results, in accordance with the 

requirements of any voting technology in use. 
 

SECTIONS 7-14 RECOUNT OF BALLOTS 

Recounts of the ballots cast for city council or school committee shall take place in the manner provided in 

MGL c. 54, §§ 134 through 137, except that any petition shall be submitted on or before five o'clock in the 

afternoon of the third day following the public announcement by the director of the count of the result of 

the vote for such body or office and shall be on a form approved and furnished by the Board of Election 

Commissioners and be signed by fifty or more voters of the City. If a partial or complete recount of the 

ballots cast in such an election shall in fact take place, it shall be conducted according to the rules prescribed 

for the original count as nearly as is practicable.  

 

SECTIONS 7-15 VACANCY 

When a vacancy occurs in the city council or school committee, such vacancy shall be filled for the 

remainder of the unexpired term by a public recount of the ballots credited at the end of the original count 

to the candidate elected thereby whose place has become vacant. Except for the following special rules, the 

provisions governing the original count shall be in effect: 

1. All choices marked for candidates who have already been elected or who have become ineligible 

shall be disregarded. 

2. The ballots shall be sorted each to the earliest choice marked on it for any of the eligible candidates. 

3. If any candidate received more than half of the ballots which show any preference among the 

eligible candidates, they shall be declared elected to the vacant place. 

4. If no candidate receives more than half of such ballots, the candidates lowest on the poll shall be 

declared defeated one after another. After each candidate is defeated, their ballots shall be 

transferred among the continuing candidates. 

5. The process shall continue until one candidate is credited with more ballots than all the other 

undefeated candidates together, when they shall be declared elected to the vacant place. 

6. If the candidate is eligible and willing to serve, the city clerk shall administer the oath of office to 

the person within fifteen (15) days after certification and the person shall serve.  

7. If the candidate who is eligible declines the office, is not eligible and willing to serve, is no longer 

eligible for office, or fails to take the oath of office within the time period set forth in this section, 

then the vacancy recount process under this section shall continue until the next candidate who is 

eligible and willing to serve is declared elected to the vacant place.  

8. In the event where no regularly nominated candidate remains who is eligible and/or willing to serve, 

the vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired term by a majority vote of the remaining members of 

the body with a vacancy. If the remaining members fail to fill such a vacancy within thirty days 



 

 

after, the vacancy shall be filled by the appointment by the City Council of any qualified voter of 

the city, after an advertising period for interested candidates by the City Council.  

SECTIONS 7-16 PRESERVATION OF BALLOTS 

The ballots cast for the city’s municipal elections shall be preserved by the Board of Election 

Commissioners until the term of office of the members of the body or of the officer elected thereby has 

expired, and shall be available for examination during regular city business hours, under supervision by the 

Director of Elections, on written application signed by not less than one hundred registered voters of the 

city. Such application shall name not more than three (3) representatives of the applicants to make such 

examination.  

SECTIONS 7-17 PUBLICATION OF STATEMENTS REGARDING BALLOTS CAST 

Within thirty days after a municipal election, the Board of Election Commissioners shall have available 

upon request election data, electronic records, or other public records related to the municipal election, 

including but not limited to the number of first-choice ballots cast for each candidate at each precinct, and 

such other information in regard to the ballots as the Election Commission may deem of interest. regarding 

the results of the election. Ballot data showing the ranking on each ballot in each precinct shall be available 

provided that sharing the data does not violate voter privacy.  

SECTIONS 7-18 APPLICABILITY OF GENERAL LAWS RELATING TO ELECTIONS 

All municipal elections held by the City shall be subject to all general laws relating to elections and corrupt 

practices so far as applicable and not inconsistent with this charter.  

 

SECTIONS 7-19 APPLICABILITY OF SPECIAL ACTS 

 

All special acts, home rule petitions, ordinances, rules, regulations and votes of the Board of Election 

Commissioners, which are in force at the time this charter is adopted and are not inconsistent with the 

provisions of this charter, shall continue in full force until amended or repealed.  

 


