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Alice Longfellow,  1850-1928

Prehistory: Alice Longfellow Preserves the Longfellow House, 1913 



William Sumner Appleton, 
1874-1947

Alice and William Sumner Appleton Saves the Cooper Frost Austin House, 1914



Esther Stevens Brazer
 1898-1945

John Hicks house,  1760
Moved and attached to Harvard’s Kirkland House, 1928

Esther Stevens Brazer Compels Harvard to Preserve the John Hicks House, 1928



Urban Renewal in Cambridge, 1954

Mid Century Threats



INNER BELT HIGHWAY,
1947-1971

CAMBRIDGPORT
and EAST CAMBRIDGE,
ca. 1970



Proposed fifteen-story tower for Flagstaff Park with a bus station on the ground level, 1960



Gov. Foster Furcolo signing the Historic Districts Act, M.G.L. Ch. 40C, 1960
Charles W. Eliot 2nd  (left)

Response



Cambridge Chronicle, 
September 27, 1963

Cambridge Chronicle, 
April 20, 1961

Final Report of the 
Historic Districts Study Committee

 June 19, 1962



The Historical Commission Ordinance adopted by the City Council in September 

1963 established four historic districts and authorized the Commission -

• To conduct a survey of Cambridge buildings; 

• To propose additional historic districts and changes in historic districts;

• To arrange for preparation and installation of markers for historic sites and buildings;

• To publish descriptive material about City historic sites and buildings;

• To arrange for construction of a model of Cambridge as it existed in 1775;

• To cooperate with and advise city agencies regarding historic sites and buildings;

• To engage with other agencies concerned with historic sites and buildings;

• To advise owners of historic buildings in the City on problems of preservation; and

• To make recommendations with respect to the National Register of Historic Places.



Cambridge Chronicle, Sept. 12, 1963

(Commission Appointments were confirmed on November 4, 1963)



Albert B. Wolfe, (1909-1990)
CHC Chair, 1963-1974

Prof. Bainbridge Bunting (1913-1981)
CHC Survey Director, 1964-1974

Cambridge Chronicle, 
Oct. 3, 1968



Boston Globe, November 18, 1963

Historic Districts, 1963



Survey of Architectural History in Cambridge,
Reports  One - Five, 1964-1977



Existential Moments, 1978-1979

Demolition Delay, 1979



Neighborhood Conservation Districts, 1983



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, 1986



Bicentennial Restoration of Fort Washington, 1976-1982



Restoration of Longfellow Park, 1985-1995



History Stations and Historic Markers, 1976 to date



Cambridge Comon Monuments



Gravestone Restoration, Old Burying Ground - Ongoing



Memorial Hall, 1870
Tower Restored, 1999

Harvard University - Cambridge Historical Commission Protocol, 1986



Preservation Grants – 1976 to Date

51 Norfolk Street, affordable housing restored 
with Preservation Grant assistance

St Augustine’s Church, 137 Allston Street
Restored with Preservation Grant Assistance



The Commission Considers Adaptive Reuse of Necco Factory
 The Boston Globe, May 19, 2002



Preservation Awards 2024-25

Cambridge Historical Commission

June 12, 2025



Cambridge City Hall (1889)

Capital Building Projects Department, City of Cambridge



Third Cambridge Meetinghouse, 1703, as seen from Boston Harbor in 1743
Population in 1765: 785



Middlesex County Courthouse and Town Hall, Harvard Square (1758), as depicted in 1800. 



Cambridge’s Three Villages and Town Hall, 1832-1853 

John G. Hales, Map of Cambridge, 1830
Population in 1830: 6,073



Cambridge City Hall (Cambridgeport Athenaeum), 1853-1890

736-750 Massachusetts Avenue (corner of Pleasant Street)
Population in 1860: 26,060



Frederick Hastings Rindge (1857-1905)

Public Library

The Rindge Gifts, 1887

11.9 acres of developable land Rindge Manual Training School

City Hall



Cambridge City Hall (1889-)

Population in 1900: 91,886



2024





Iron pins and shattered masonry to be replaced



Brownstone samples



Replacement brownstone 
before proprietary SGH treatment



The quality control team: Rebecca Berry and Romina Tonucci , FAA; Aoife Viglianti Morris; and Ellen Lasse, SGH







“J. O’G  Sep. 2, 1890”



1852    Born in London 
1865    Arrived in New York City
1870    Resident of South Boston
1881    Married Ellen Welch in Dover, N.H.
1886-98 Ten children
1926    Died in Boston 

James J. O’Gara

Boston City Directory, 1891







More 2024-2025 Award Winners!



St. Augustine's African Orthodox Church, 137 Allston Street (1886)

The St. Augustine’s Mission and Black History in Cambridgeport



Cambridge Chronicle, Sept. 15, 1888



2018



2019



2021



2021



2023



Minuteman Builders and architect Gabe Cira



2023



2024



2025



New England Maple Syrup Company Building, 90 Binney Street (1907)

Alexandria Real Estate Equities





ca. 1960



ca. 2008



ca. 2008



Alexandria Real Estate Equities Project as Approved in 2010











Edward & Julia Joyce three-family, 95 Fayerweather Street (1910)

Just A Start, Inc. and Three Condominium Owners



2023



Edward and Julia Joyce Residence, 93 Fayerweather Street (1892) 



1900



91, 95, and 97 Fayerweather St (1909-1911)



1916

Cambridge Chronicle, April 22, 1916



2023











Inman Square Fire Station, 214 Hampshire Street (1913)

Capital Building Projects Department, City of Cambridge



ca. 1940























Harvard Square Kiosk (1927)

Department of Public Works, City of Cambridge



Harvard Square, 1912



ca. 1920



1928



ca. 1955



1955



Joan Baez performing at the kiosk, 1959



April 15, 1970



1971



1977



1961 1978 (model)



1994



2016



March 
2019



September 2021



November
 2021



December
2021



August
 2022

October
2022



October
2022



December
2022



“KoopKyd”

January 
2023

August
2023



December 
2022



February 
2023



April
2023



May
2023



June
2023





Dan Weissman
Lam Partners

May
2023



March
2025



May 30,
2025!!!





Notre Dame de Pitié Rectory, 35 Harvey Street (1895)

Homeowners Rehab, Inc. on behalf of CASCAP, Inc. 



Notre Dame de Pitié Church (1892, razed 1972) and Rectory (1895)



1985



2021









Haliburton Brock house, 5-7 Irving Terrace (1888)

Five Condominium Owners





2024







Sustainable Living Houses, 13 Kirkland Place (1856) and 
5 Sacramento Street (1891)

Harvard University Housing & Real Estate



14 Kirkland Place







5 Sacramento Street









First Baptist Church, 5 Magazine Street (1881)

Central Square Church



2019



January 2020



August 2021













Mary P. Saunders House, 28 Prentiss Street (1882)

Jeffrey Peterson and Jennifer Payette





1984









Maria Baldwin House, 196 Prospect Street (1839)

196 Prospect LLC



Maria Louise Baldwin (1856-1922) Louis F. Baldwin (1865-1935)



Prospect Street north of Broadway, 1919
Baldwin house at far right















Gund Hall, 46 Quincy Street (1969)

John Andrews, architect







2011















Seth Hardy House, 8 Worcester Street (1839)

Kevin and Beth Reilly



1967



2018



January 10, 2023 July 20, 2023



December 13, 2024November 3, 2022



February 22, 2023



Parthenon, Athens: elevation of the portico restored, 1787, after Nicholas Revett (1721 - 1804)



135 Western Avenue, 1846 33-332 Broadway, 1845 













Presentation of Awards



Cambridge City Hall

Owner:  City of Cambridge

Capital Building Projects

Aoife Morris Viglianti, Supervising Architect

Architect: Rebecca Berry

Finegold Alexander Architects

General Contractor: Bill Tracey, TRAC Builders, Inc.

Engineer: Mark Walsh-Cook, ARUP USA

Restoration Engineer: Ellen Laase, SGH

Masonry Contractor: Contracting Specialists, Inc.

Electrical: CDS Contracting Services, Inc. and 

Smokestack Lightning, Inc.

Metalwork: Malatos Iron Works

Clock Tower Restoration: David W. Graf

City Seal Restoration: DRB Facility Services

Painting: Alpine Environmental

Interiors: Johnson Roberts Associates



St. Augustine's African Orthodox Church, 137 Allston Street (1886)

Trustees of St. Augustine’s A.O. Church and Black History in Cambridgeport

Owner:  Trustees of St. Augustine’s A. O. Church

Non-Profit Partner/Fundraiser Black History in Action for Cambridgeport

Project Manager: David Salomon

Architect: Gabriel Cira, ARCH CIRA

Exterior Preservation: Jay Murray, Minuteman Building and Preservation

Exterior Entry & Ramp Andrew Brandt, Roycroft Restoration

Roofing: Dell Silva

Engineer: John Wathne & Jeff Reese, Structures North

Stained Glass and Window 

Restoration:

Julie James

Other Design Professionals: Anh Nguyen (Structural steel)

Wojciech Wasilewski (Specialty doors and windows) 

Luis Velasquez (Landscape contractor)

Alaina Mahoney (Decorative metalwork).



New England Maple Syrup Company Building, 90 Binney Street (1907)

Alexandria Real Estate Equities

Owner:  Michelle Lower

Joe McGuire

Alexandria Real Estate Equities, Inc.

Architect: David Manfredi, Christian Galvo, & Hal Munger, 
Elkus Manfredi Architects

Construction: Paul Ryan
Consigli Construction Co.

Landscape 
Architect:

Ned Budzinski
Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates, Inc.



Edward & Julia Joyce three-family, 95 Fayerweather Street (1910)

Just A Start and Three Condominium Owners

Unit Owners: Brenda LaVasta; Mable Coney; and Just-A-Start

Housing Rehab Agency Ethan Solomon and Brenda Lavasta

Anna Cressman and Duly Lee

Just-A-Start Corp.

Construction: Nate Bae Kupel, JAS YouthBuild

Tom Silvestro, Compass Contracting

Douglas Granados, Granados Builders

KTM Exteriors & Recycling

Engineer: Forest Structural Engineering

Door Restoration Vsevolod (Sam) Tsodokov

Boston Door Company

35 Inman Street

/ 

https://www.bostondoorcompany.net/


Inman Square Fire Station, 214 Hampshire Street (1913)

Capital Building Projects Department, City of Cambridge

Owner:  City of Cambridge

Capital Building Projects Department

Aoife Morris Viglianti, Supervising Architect

Architect: Rebecca Berry, Finegold Alexander Architects

Engineer: Mark Walsh-Cooke, ARUP USA

Masonry Consultant: Ellen Laase, SGH

General Contractor: Nunzio Morretti, GVW, Inc.

Specification Writers: Kalin Associates

Hazardous Material 

Consultants:

Atlas Technical Consultants

Terracotta: Gladding, McBean & Co.

Roofing: Titan Roofing

Electrical: CDS Contracting Services

Metalwork: V & G Iron Works, Inc.

Bird-proofing: BirdMaster

Hazardous Material 

Contractor:

Karma Environmental Services

Exploratory Demolition: MJS Construction



Harvard Square Kiosk (1927)

Department of Public Works, City of Cambridge

Owner’s Project Team  City of Cambridge

Kathy Watkins, Commissioner of Public Works

Melissa Miguel, Supervising Engineer, DPW

Lou Mouthon, Senior Engineer

Brendon Roy, Director, Capital Buildings Dept.

Nick Stoutt, Director of Design

Charles Sullivan, Cambridge Historical 

Commission

Daniel Wolf, Community Development 

Department

Architect: Theodore Touloukian, Anthony Micela

Touloukian Touloukian, Inc.

Engineers: Richard Kelley, HDR, Inc.

Construction: Alison Dube, Joe Vogel, WES Construction 

Corp.

Lighting Consultant David Weissman, Lam Partners

Masonry P. J. Spillane Co., Inc

Ironwork SMI Metals Company, Inc

Roofing Greenwood Industries

Windows Modern Glass and Aluminum, Inc.

Painting Bello Painting Co. Inc.

Plumbing Robert W. Irvine & Sons, Inc.

HVAC Thomas E. Snowdon, Inc.

Electrical Brothers Electrical Corpo.



Notre Dame de Pitié Rectory, 35 Harvey Street (1895)

Homeowners Rehab, Inc. on behalf of CASCAP, Inc. 

Owner:  Homeowners Rehab, Inc. on behalf of

CASCAP Realty, Inc.

Kate Gilmore, Will Monson, 

Rebecca Eidelman, Susan Twomey

Architect: Bob Wegener & Kathleen Kennedy

Joy Squared Design

Construction: David Bemiss, Chandra Pulugulla, & Patrick Haydon

Haycon Building, LLC

Engineer: Anthony Gray, AKAL Engineering

Sustainability Consultant: Hayden Cantoni, New Ecology Inc.



Haliburton Brock house, 5-7 Irving Terrace (1888)

Five Condominium Owners

Owners: Philip Greenspun, Kathy Augenblick & Huada Lin    

(5 Irving Terrace)

Sharon Grollman & Nathaniel Novod                        

(7 Irving Terrace) 

Construction and Painting:

 

Walter Hernandez

Blessing Painting Services Corp.



Sustainable Living Houses, 13 Kirkland Place (1856) and 
5 Sacramento Street (1891)

Harvard University Housing & Real Estate

Owner:  Justin Stratman, Managing Director, Harvard Housing and Real Estate

PJ Connors, Director, Property Operations

Levee Ann Mollineau, Area Manager, Botanic Group

Heather Henriksen, Managing Director, Office for Sustainability

Rebecca Hatchadorian, Director, Sustainable Built Environment

Olivia Percy, Assistant Director, Sustainability

Harvard University Planning and Design

Alexandra Offiong, Director of Planning Services, Campus Planning

Jeannine Powers, Senior Campus Planner

Project Managers: Dave Girard, Justin Caron & Cam Feely 

Northstar Project and Real Estate Services

Architect: Kelly Boucher

Kelly Boucher Architecture

Construction: Randy Catlin & Matt Bendle

Windover Construction

Sustainability Consultants: Amanda Garvey & Prudence Ferreira

Thornton Tomasetti



First Baptist Church, 5 Magazine Street (1881)

Central Square Church

Historic Name: First Baptist Church

Owner:  Central Square Church

Project Manager Taryn Johnson

Architect: Scott Winkler

Wessling Architects

Construction: 

(Masonry Restoration)

Patrick J. Folan and Corey McHenry

Folan Waterproofing & Construction Co.

Roofing:

(Clock Tower Restoration)

Joseph Porazinski

W. S. Aiken LLC

2021 Roofing Project Siena Construction Corp.

Ben’s Roofing



Mary P. Saunders House, 28 Prentiss Street (1882)

Jeffrey Peterson and Jennifer Payette

Owners:  Jeffrey Peterson & Jennifer Payette

Architects: Jeffrey Peterson & Jennifer Payette

Peterson Architects

Construction: Brian van Etten

Markarian Construction, LLC

1995 Renovations: Kevin McGrath, Contractor



Maria Baldwin House, 196 Prospect Street (1839)

196 Prospect LLC

Owner:  196 Prospect Street LLC

Francis Sun, Owner Representative

Architect and Engineer: Tuan V. Nguyen

T Design, LLC

Construction: Zhong G. Chen, GZT, Inc.

Interior Design: Momo Design and Building, Inc.

Project Management: Krystal Cai

Coral Developers Corp.



Project Team:  Dean Sarah Whiting, Harvard Graduate School of Design

David Fixler - Lecturer in Architecture Urban Planning and 

Design, GSD

Ben Szalewicz –Chief of Facilities and Campus Operations, 

GSD

Hue Nguyen - Associate Director of Facilities Management, 

GSD

Marla Greenman – Facilities Coordinator, GSD

Mark Goble – Administrative Dean, GSD

Harvard University Planning and Design:

Alexandra Offiong, Director of Planning Services, Campus 

Planning

Architects: Bruner/Cott Architects

Construction: Shawmut Design & Construction

Project Manager: Redgate Real Estate

, Structural Engineer: Simpson Gumpertz & Heger

MEP Engineer, Sustainability : Vanderweil Engineers

Lighting Design: Lam Partners

Specifications: Kalin Associates

Building Commissioning Heintges Consulting Architects & Engineers

Glazer: A & A Window Products

Curtainwall & IGU Fabricator: Oldcastle Building Envelope

Glass Supplier: Vitro

Gund Hall, Harvard University

Harvard Graduate School of Design



Seth Hardy House, 8 Worcester Street (1839)

Kevin and Beth Reilly

Owners:  Kevin & Beth Reilley

Architect: David Graham

Graham Architects

Engineer: Design by Sami, LLC

Construction: Justin Kelly

Justin Kelly Contracting



The End!!!
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