CAMBRIDGE HISTORICAL COMMISSION

831 Massachusetts Avenue, 2" F1., Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139
Telephone: 617 349 4683 TTY: 617 349 6112
E-mail: histcomm@cambridgema.gov URL: www.cambridgema.gov/Historic

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE

1. The undersigned hereby applies to the Cambridge Historical Commission for a Certificate of
(check one box): (e) Appropriateness, () Nonapplicability, or () Hardship, in accordance
with Chapter 40C of the Massachusetts General Laws and/or Chapter 2.78 of the Municipal Code.

2. Address of property: 1515 Massachusetts Avenue , Cambridge, Massachusetts

3. Describe the proposed alteration(s), construction or demolition in the space provided below:
(An additional page can be attached, if necessary).

President and Fellows of Harvard College through the Harvard Law School proposes to repair the roof of
Austin Hall, replacing roof tiles where applicable; install upper roof gutter with curls to match original
gutter; infill skylight; copper ridge caps will be increased in height; finials will match; install snow buttons,
remove snow rails, remove and replace ridge cap with periodic buttons; replace eyebrow dormer flashing

and repointing masonry as shown in the plans. Details are provided in the overall roof plan. See
attachments.

I certify that the information contained herein is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge and
belief. The undersigned also attests that he/she has read the statements printed on the reverse.

Name of Property Owner of Record: President and Fellows of Harvard College c¢/o Gene O'Connor, HLS

Mailing Address: Harvard Law School, Holmes Hall 6, 18 Everett St Cambridge MA 02138

Telephone/Fax: 617.496-8863 E-mail: goconnor@law.harvard.edu

7
Signature of Property Owner of Record: gm Q/Cémw'z/

(Required field; application will not be considered compléte without property owner's signature)

Name of proponent, if not record owner:
Mailing Address:

Telephone/Fax: E-mail:

(for office use only):

Date Application Received: Case Number: Hearing Date:

Type of Certificate Issued: Date Issued:




AUSTIN ARCHITECTS
26 March 2026

Charles M. Sullivan
Executive Director, Cambridge Historic Commission
831 Massachusetts Ave., 2nd Floor Cambridge, Massachusetts 0213

RE Harvard Law School: Austin Hall Deferred Maintenance Project
Roof Replacement Details

Dear Charlie,

As requested at our meetings 12/3/2025 and 1/29/2026, please find attached the following documents for your review in
relation to the roof replacement project.

e Eleven (11) slides of historic photos and archive images that show:

o The original roof was slate and had decorative ridge caps and finials. This roof and decorative details remain in
place today but are greatly deteriorated causing leaks that has led to the proposed roof replacement.

o The original upper roof gutter had a decorative copper scroll, to mimic the stone dentil course below. The archive
images clearly show this detail during the design phase and historic photographs show this the decorative gutter
was removed sometime between the 1950s and 1970s.

o The original roof did not have a skylight at the upper roof ridge intersection

e Fifteen (15) slides of the Construction Drawings for the roof replacement, which show:

o The extent and locations of salvaged and new slate anticipated.

o Details of the replacement copper components: gutters, hip ridge caps and decorative ridge caps and finials.

o Locations of snow tabs manage to snow build up in lieu of the snow rails that are currently in place

e One slide (1) of a Preliminary mockup of the decorative gutter proposed to be reinstalled at the upper roofs.

o The contractor will be constructing full size mockups of all the replacement copper components (based on field
dimensions of the existing) and masonry repointing for review by the Harvard Team and CHC.

o We would be happy to review the Preliminary Mockup of the decorative gutter at your office or ours.

Thank you in advance for your review; please let me know if you have questions or require additional information.

SWV@@M/OWI/

Jonathan Austin AlA
Principal

Cc Gene O’Connor, Harvard Law School; Diane Gray, Harvard University Planning and Design
Cynthia LaBonte, Austin Architects.

Austin Architects LLC p 617 441 8500
219 Concord Avenue f 617 547 2000
Cambridge MA 02138 austinarchitects.com



VIEW FROM NORTHWEST

Date: 1885

Source: Monographs of
American Architecture and
The American Architect and
Building News: Austin Hall,
Harvard Law School,
Cambridge, Mass.”

H. H. Richardson, Architect.
Boston: James R. Osgood &
Company, 1885

Plate XI showing full view
of building

Harvard Law School - Austin Hall

ARCHIVE PHOTOGRAPHS

19 March 2026



VIEW FROM SOUTHWEST

Date: circa 1883-1895

Source: Unknown

Harvard Law School - Austin Hall ARCHIVE PHOTOGRAPHS 19 March 2026



DETAILED VIEW SOUTHEAST

CORNER

Date: 1885

Source: Monographs of
American Architecture and
The American Architect and
Building News: Austin Hall,
Harvard Law School,
Cambridge, Mass.”

H. H. Richardson, Architect.
Boston: James R. Osgood &
Company, 1885

Plate XII cropped to show
pronounced hip cap
flashing as well as curl
detail present at upper roof
gutters, but not at lower
roof gutters.

Harvard Law School - Austin Hall

ARCHIVE PHOTOGRAPHS

19 March 2026



DETAILED VIEW UPPER
ROOF

Date: 1885

Source: Monographs of
American Architecture and
The American Architect and
Building News: Austin Hall,
Harvard Law School,
Cambridge, Mass.”

H. H. Richardson, Architect.
Boston: James R. Osgood &
Company, 1885

Plate cropped to focus on
‘curl’ detail at upper roof

Harvard Law School - Austin Hall

ARCHIVE PHOTOGRAPHS

19 March 2026



DETAILED VIEW GUTTER
AT UPPER ROOF

Date: 1885

Source: Monographs of
American Architecture
and The American
Architect and Building
News: Austin Hall,
Harvard Law School,
Cambridge, Mass.” H. H.
Richardson, Architect.
Boston: James R.
Osgood & Company,
1885

Plate XIV cropped to focus

on ‘curl’ detail at upper
roof

Harvard Law School - Austin Hall

ARCHIVE PHOTOGRAPHS

19 March 2026



DETAILED VIEW GUTTER
AND FACADE

Date: 1885

Source: Monographs of
American Architecture and
The American Architect and
Building News: Austin Hall,
Harvard Law School,
Cambridge, Mass.” H. H.
Richardson, Architect.
Boston: James R. Osgood &
Company, 1885

Plate IX cropped to show
curled elements projecting
from original gutter

Harvard Law School - Austin Hall

ARCHIVE PHOTOGRAPHS

19 March 2026
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Date: circa 1945-1953

Source: ESTO

19 March 2026

ARCHIVE PHOTOGRAPHS

Harvard Law School — Austin Hall



VIEW SOUTH FACADE

Date: circa 1970s

Source: Unknown

‘Curl’ detail no longer
present at upper roof
gutters

Harvard Law School - Austin Hall ARCHIVE PHOTOGRAPHS 19 March 2026



UPPER ROOF GUTTER
PROFILE AND RAIN
LEADER COLLECTOR BOX

Rain leader box

Harvard Law School — Austin Hall ARCHIVE DESIGN SKETCHES 19 March 2026




DETAIL SKETCH UPPER
ROOF AND FACADE

Date: 1881-1884

Source: Houghton Library,
Richardson Collection: MS
Typ 1096 (AH) D-85

Uncropped image showing
projection of curl at upper
roof gutter.

Harvard Law School — Austin Hall ARCHIVE DESIGN SKETCH 19 March 2026



DETAIL SKETCH UPPER
ROOF CORNICE

Date: 1881-1884

Source: Houghton Library,
Richardson Collection: MS
Typ 1096 (AH) D-107

Uncropped image sowing
projection of curl at upper
roof gutter.

Harvard Law School — Austin Hall ARCHIVE DESIGN SKETCH 19 March 2026
















































Harvard Law School - Austin Hall  PRELIMINARY MOCKUP OF UPPER ROOF GUTTER WITH SCROLL DETAIL (NOTE: GUTTER IS SIMILAR TO THE AUSTIN HALL GUTTER - WILL BE UPDATED BASED ON ACTUAL FIELD DIMENSIONS) 19 March 2026
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