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¢ƘǊŜŀŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǇŜǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜΩǎ .ƭŀŎƪ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ

Before 1775 African slaves imported from the West Indies

After 1783    Former slaves form relationships with Black 
        and Indigenous people around New England

1830-1870     Lewisville family compound

After 1840     Roberts Road (Baldwin Street) and West Street communities

1840s-1855 Black families relocate from Boston to Cambridgeport

After 1840 Harvard employs many local Blacks

  Escaped slaves from the South

After 1865 Harvard accepts Black students

  Howard Industrial School trains former slaves (1866-1871)

  West Indies migration

  Maritime Provinces reverse migration

1910-1930 The Great Migration

1941-1970 The Second Great Migration

After 1960 Black families relocate from Boston



Cambridge, Charlestown 
and Boston, ca. 1770

Population of Cambridge,
Arlington and Brighton
in 1765: 1,571, including
90 persons of color (5.7%)

[ǘΦ WƻƘƴ IƛƭƭǎΣ ά.ƻǎǘƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎΣ ϧŎΦΣέ όŘŜǘŀƛƭύ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƻŦ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ

Total Population Persons of Color Percent

Cambridge 1,571 90 5.7%

Charlestown 2,048 136 6.6%

Boston 15,520 848 5.5%



Harvard Square in 1635; Eaton house circled

¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ƛƴ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ άaƻƻǊέ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ
ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ōŜŘ ƛƴ IŀǊǾŀǊŘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ bŀǘƘŀƴƛŜƭ 9ŀǘƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ мсоуΦ

Bronze plaques marking the foundations
ƻŦ IŀǊǾŀǊŘΩǎ 9ŀǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ DƻŦŦŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ 



IŜŀŘǎǘƻƴŜ ƻŦ ά/ƛŎŜƭȅΣ
Negro, late servant of
Rev. William Brattle,
died April 8, 1714
ōŜƛƴƎ мр ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘέ

William Brattle (1662-1717),
Harvard College class of 1680,
was a Tutor, Fellow, and Treasurer
of Harvard College and minister 
of the First Parish from 1696 until
his death.

ά/ƛŎŜƭȅΣ bŜƎǊƻΣ [ŀǘŜ {ŜǊǾŀƴǘ ƻŦ wŜǾΦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ .ǊŀǘǘƭŜέ



Town of Cambridge Tax Valuation Sheet, 1749



SLAVE OWNERS IN THE FIRST PARISH OF CAMBRIDGE, 1749

                       Occupation Slaves Aged 12ς50
William Angier   tanner  1
Moses Bordman Jr.  tanner  1
Elizabeth Nutting   unmarried 1
Stephen Prentice   cordwainer 1
Jonathan Sprague        ?  1
Lieut. [Ebenezer] Stedman  innkeeper 1
Edmund Trowbridge  judge  1
Abraham Watson  tanner  1
Deacon [Samuel] Whittemore storekeeper 1

Francis Foxcroft   judge  1
Henry Vassall   merchant 4
[Mrs. John] Vassall  widow  1
 Total                 15

Sources: Town of Cambridge Tax Valuation Sheet, 1749; Paige, History 
of Cambridge, 1877; Massachusetts Vital Records

Patriots

Tories



Loyalist Estates in 1775, with Slave Owners in 1749



Samuel Whittemore house, 64 J.F. Kennedy Street, ca. 1725; demolished 1900

Slave Owners in Cambridge



Henry and Penelope Vassall house 
94 Brattle Street (1746)

John Vassall Jr. house 
105 Brattle Street (1759)

Slave Owners in Cambridge



John ±ŀǎǎŀƭƭΩǎ claim to the British government after his holdings were confiscated in 1778 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ϻмрл ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ  ŦŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ƛǘŜƳƛȊŜŘ ƛǘǎ άǎǳƴŘǊȅ ǎǘƻŎƪΥέ 

 A Negro woman, Cuba £40
A Mulatto Man, Malcolm £50

 A Mulatto Boy, James £30
 A Negro Man, William £20
 A Negro Woman, Dinah £30
 Two small Boys £30*
 Two yoke of oxen £50
 Six cows £24
 A Pair Steers £6
 Two heifers £5
 Two Yearlings £3
 A Bay Mare paid sheriff for £40
 A Bay Mare £10
 Two horses from England £100
 Four colts £25

  *One of these boys would have been Darby Vassall (1769-1861)



The Aftermath of Slavery in Cambridge

άLƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ Řŀȅǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƘŀŘ 
one or more black servants who had formerly 
been slaves, but who, unwilling to accept 
their freedom, preferred living with the 
masters and mistresses from whom they 
had ever received kindness. The black 
serving man at Capt. L[eeϐΩǎ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
άhƭŘ WǳōŜέ Χ

!ƴƴŜ {ǘƻƴŜ hǊƴŜ όōƻǊƴ мтфнύΣ άReminisences ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘΦέ 
Cambridge Chronicle, Aug. 29, 1850

Captain Thomas Lee Jr. house, 153 Brattle Street



African Americans as a Percentage of Cambridge Population*

*     Cambridge included present-day Arlington and Allston-Brighton until 1807. 
**   Slaves aged 12-50. In 1749 there were 16 slaves in present-day Cambridge
       and an estimated white population of 608.
*** Slaves over 16 years old. 
Beginning in 1790, federal censuses enumerated all persons regardless of age.

Year African American   Total Population         Percent

1749            32**          1,580 (est.)  2.0%

1755            56***      not reported  3.7% (est.)

1765            90       1,571   5.7%

1776      not reported  1,586      -

1790            60       2,115   2.8%

1800            25               2,453   1.0%



West Boston (Longfellow) Bridge, 1793, makes Cambridge a suburb of Boston



Three villages
connected by 
new roads,
1830 


