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Before 1775  African slaves imported from the West Indies

After 1783 Former slaves form relationships with Black
and Indigenous people around New England

18301870 Lewisville family compound

After 1840 Roberts Road (Baldwin Street) and West Street communities
184051855 Black families relocate from Boston to Cambridgeport
After 1840 Harvard employs many local Blacks
Escaped slaves from the South
After 1865 Harvard accepts Black students

Howard Industrial School trains former slaves (13681)
West Indies migration
Maritime Provinces reverse migration

19101930 The Great Migration

1941-1970 The Second Great Migration

After 1960 Black families relocate from Boston



Cambridge, Charlestown
and Boston, ca. 1770

Population of Cambridge,
Arlington and Brighton

In 1765: 1,571, including
90 persons of color (5.7%)

ulation Persons of Color Percent
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Harvard Square in 1635; Eaton house circled
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Negro, late servant of

Rev. William Brattle,

died April 8, 1714

6SAy3 mp &SI N

William Brattle (16621717),
Harvard College class of 1680,
was a Tutor, Fellow, and Treasurer
of Harvard College and minister
of the First Parish from 1696 until
his death.




Town of Cambridge Tax Valuation Sheet, 1749
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SLAVE OWNERS IN THE FIRST PARISH OF CAMBRIDGE, 1749

Occupation Slaves Aged 50

Patriots William Angier tanner 1
MosesBordmanJr. tanner 1

Elizabeth Nutting unmarried 1

Stephen Prentice cordwainer 1

Jonathan Sprague ? 1

Lieut. [Ebenezer] Stedman iInnkeeper 1

Edmund Trowbridge judge 1

Abraham Watson tanner 1

Deacon [Samuel] Whittemore  storekeeper 1

Tories Francis Foxcroft indne 1
Henry Vassall merchant 4

[Mrs. John] Vassall widow 1

Total 15

Sources: Town of Cambridge Tax Valuation Sheet, 1749; Hatgey
of Cambridgel877; Massachusetts Vital Records



Loyalist Estates:

David Phips 1725
William Brattle 1727
Henry Vassall 1746
Spencer Phips 1750
John Foxcroft _ 1750
Ralph Inman 1756
John Vassall Jr. 1739
East Apthorp 1760
Judge Joseph Lee ca. 1760
10 Richard Lechmere 1761
11 George Ruggles ca. 1764
12 Thomas Oliver
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—— Hill contour Structure
—— Siream Fortification
Salt marsh ' Road '
Tidal flat Lot ling
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[ 1 Open water — Estate line

Loyalist Estates in 1775, with Slave Owners in 1749




Slave Owners in Cambridge

Samuel Whlttemore house 6]4FKennedy Street ca. 1725 demollshed 1900




Slave Owners in Cambridge

Henry and Penelope Vassall house John Vassall Jr. house
94 Brattle Street (1746) 105 Brattle Street (1759)



Johntz | a aclaimfto®@e British government after his holdings were confiscated in 1778
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Two yoke of oxen £50

Six cows £24

A Pair Steers £6

Two heifers £5

Two Yearlings £3

A Bay Mare paid sheriff for £40
A Bay Mare £10

Two horses from England £100
Four colts £25



The Aftermath of Slavery in Cambridge

Captain Thomas Lee Jr. house, 153 Brattle Street

GLY GK2aS RlIéa Yz2ai
one or more black servants who had formerly
been slaves, but who, unwilling to accept
their freedom, preferred living with the
masters and mistresses from whom they

had ever received kindness. The black
serving man at Capt.¢g6 Qa ol a Ol
ahf R Wdzo S¢ X

L yyS {2y S h NKehiniseaceNI /v AdfHR
Cambridge Chronicl&ug. 29, 1850



African Americans as a Percentage of Cambridge Population*

Year African American Total Population Percent

1749 32** 1,580 (est.) 2.0%

1755 56*** not reported 3.7% (est.)
1765 90 1,571 9.7%

1776 not reported 1,586 -

1790 60 2,115 2.8%

1800 25 2,453 1.0%

*  Cambridge included preseday Arlington and AllsteBrighton until 1807.
**  Slaves aged 120. In 1749 there were 16 slaves in presday Cambridge
and an estimated white population of 608.
*** Slaves over 16 years old.
Beginning in 1790, federal censuses enumerated all persons regardless of age.



West Boston (Longfellow) Bridge, 1793, makes Cambridge a suburb of Boston
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Three villages
connected by
new roads,
1830



