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Keeping History Above Water: The Past as Prologue
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Henry Pelham, A Plan of .ƻǎǘƻƴ ƛƴ bŜǿ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ Χ (London, 1777)



The Watery World of Cambridge, Boston, and Somerville

1633 1775
Source (left): British Library. John Winthrop, A chart of Boston and its vicinity, Massachusetts Bay; drawn on a scale of 2 1/3 Italian miles, by estimation, to an inch, n.d. [ca. 1633-37]



H.F. Walling, Map of the City of Cambridge, Massachusetts (1854)



Salt marshes (pink), low-lying land subject to flooding (green) and filled lands (brown), 1877



Current Topography of Cambridge ς млΩ ŎƻƴǘƻǳǊ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŀƭǎΦ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜ DL{Σ нлнпΦ



U.S.G.S, Surficial Materials of Massachusettsτ A 1:24,000-Scale Geologic Map Database (2018)



U.S.G.S, Surficial Materials of Massachusettsτ A 1:24,000-Scale Geologic Map Database (2018)
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Glaciomarine Fine Deposits



Moraine Deposits and Clay

Sherman and Walden Streets, April 29, 2017



Resilient Cambridge: Climate Change Preparedness and Resiliency Plan, 2021



U.S. Coast Survey, Boston Harbor (detail). Published in 1857 from surveys made in  1847.

Millers River Watershed



Mass. Board of Harbor Commissioners, aŀǇ Χ {ƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ !ǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛƭƭŜǊǎ wƛǾŜǊ (1872)

Millers River Watershed



Oxford Street and Divinity Avenue, 1854

Millers River Watershed



Oxford Street and Divinity Avenue, 1854

Somerville Dyeing & Bleaching Company 
reservoir, Sacramento Street. Photo 1937
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