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Neighborhood Development and 

Zoning in Cambridge



Cambridge in the 21st century is a community 
in danger of losing its collective memory.

In 2010 the Census Bureau determined that 30% of owner-occupants 
and over 70% of renters had arrived within the previous five years, 

while only 17% of owner-occupants and 2% of renters 
had lived here for more than twenty years.*
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Reconstructed plan 
of Cambridge and 
environs in the 
17th century

The village (Harvard Square) circled



First known view of Cambridge and Harvard College, 1693



Loyalist Estates in 1775



John Vassall Jr. house, 105 Brattle Street (1759) 
with porches added by Andrew Craigie in 1791-94
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Cambridge and Boston in 1777



Francis Dana, Chief Justice of the
Supreme Judicial Court, 1791-1806



West Boston (Longfellow) Bridge, 1793



Three villages
on the verge
of dissolution,
1830 

Old Cambridge
circled



The Old Hovey Tavern, Cambridgeport, ca. 1825


