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Reconstructed plan 
of Cambridge and 
environs in the 
17th century



Reconstructed plan of Newtowne in 1635, 
illustrating the “contrived streets” and 
“faire structures” described by 
William Woods in 1634. 



First known view of Cambridge, 1693



West Boston (Longfellow) Bridge, 1793



Three villages,
1830 



OLD CAMBRIDGE

The village 
(Harvard Square),
1833



Cambridge Common in 1821, with Harvard Yard and the village

OLD CAMBRIDGE



64 J.F. Kennedy Street, ca. 1725; demolished 1900



Loyalist Estates in 1775



John Vassall house
105 Brattle Street,

1760



Massachusetts Avenue looking north from Cambridge Common, ca. 1875



Foster Place (1853-1855)



Harvard Square in 1865-75

OLD CAMBRIDGE



Harvard Square, ca. 1917



Lafayette Square, looking east toward the intersection with Main Street, ca. 1825 

CAMBRIDGEPORT



Central Square, ca. 1900

CAMBRIDGEPORT



Inman Square, ca. 1920



New England Glass Works, North Street, East Cambridge, ca. 1825

EAST CAMBRIDGE



East Cambridge,
ca. 1935



Winter Street, ca. 1930



Winter Street, 2016



Henry F. Walling,
“Map of the City of 
Cambridge … 
Massachusetts,” 1854



Winslow Homer, Cambridge Cattle Market (1859)

NORTH CAMBRIDGE



Porter’s Station, ca. 1856–69

NORTH CAMBRIDGE



Three decker construction 
in West Cambridge, 
ca. 1925



CHARLES RIVER BASIN PLAN

CHARLES ELIOT FOR THE CAMBRIDGE PARK COMMISSION, 1894



1930



Grand Junction Corridor in 1947
Looking north, East Cambridge at right



Kendall Square from the roof of E52 (Sloane School), ca. 1955

KENDALL SQUARE URBAN RENEWAL



Kendall Square, 2011



Preservation Challenges



Austin Hall and the Hastings-Holmes House, 1884



Edward Austin, 1803-1898
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Alice Longfellow,  1850-1928



Vassall-Craigie-Longfellow House, 1759



William Sumner Appleton, 1874-1947



Esther Stevens Brazer
 1898-1945

John Hicks house,  1760
Moved and attached to Harvard’s Kirkland House, 1928

Esther Stevens Brazer Compels Harvard to Preserve the John Hicks House, 1928



Barry’s Corner from St. Paul’s Church, ca. 1920
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Cambridge Household Population, 1765-2010

(Excludes persons living in group quarters, such as dormitories)



INNER BELT HIGHWAY,
1947-1971

CAMBRIDGPORT
and EAST CAMBRIDGE,
ca. 1970





Urban Renewal in Cambridge, 1954



Rogers Block Demolition, Main Street



Edward Durrell Stone, NASA Electronics Research Center, Kendall Square (1966)



Proposed fifteen-story tower for Flagstaff Park with a bus station on the ground level, 1960



Josep Lluis Sert
1902-1983

Future Growth of the University, 1960



The 1962 zoning code abolished height limits in the shaded areas. 
William James Hall (1963), Peabody Terrace (1963), and Mather House (1967) 

conformed to the new code. 



Massachusetts Avenue between Holyoke and Dunster streets, ca. 1958



Holyoke Center, 1962



Cambridge Redevelopment Authority 
proposal for redevelopment 
of the southwest sector, 1968
(Okamoto/Liskamm, architects) 



Rindge Towers, 504 units, 1969



Gov. Foster Furcolo signing the Historic Districts Act, M.G.L. Ch. 40C, 1960
Charles W. Eliot 2nd  (left)



Boston Globe, November 18, 1963

HISTORIC DISTRICTS, 1963



Cambridge Chronicle, 
September 27, 1963

Cambridge Chronicle, 
April 20, 1961

Final Report of the 
Historic Districts Study Committee

 June 19, 1962



The Historical Commission Ordinance adopted by the City Council in September 

1963 established four historic districts and authorized the Commission -

• To conduct a survey of Cambridge buildings; 

• To propose additional historic districts and changes in historic districts;

• To arrange for preparation and installation of markers for historic sites and buildings;

• To publish descriptive material about City historic sites and buildings;

• To arrange for construction of a model of Cambridge as it existed in 1775;

• To cooperate with and advise city agencies regarding historic sites and buildings;

• To engage with other agencies concerned with historic sites and buildings;

• To advise owners of historic buildings in the City on problems of preservation; and

• To make recommendations with respect to the National Register of Historic Places.



Albert B. Wolfe, (1909-1990)
CHC Chair, 1963-1974

Prof. Bainbridge Bunting (1913-1981)
CHC Survey Director, 1964-1974

Cambridge Chronicle, 
Oct. 3, 1968



Survey of Architectural History in Cambridge,
Reports  One - Five, 1964-1977



An Existential Moment, 1978

DEMOLITION DELAY, 1979



Jurisdiction Extended and Frustrated, 1979



“Cambridge Residents Block Demolition of House”

 Boston Globe photo, May 17, 1982.

The Half Crown Neighborhood Conservation District 

was established in 1983 following an attempt |

to demolish a house at 5 Revere Street.

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION DISTRICTS, 1983



NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION DISTRICTS, 1983

Harvard Street between Lee and Dana streets; 1970s infill in red





DESIGNATED LANDMARKS AND PROPERTIES PROTECTED BY EASEMENTS



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, 1986



Preservation Activities and  Wins



Community Preservation Act/Institutional Preservation Grants

Pentecostal Tabernacle Church   Longy School of Music, perimeter wall restoration



Preservation Grants – 1976 to Date

51 Norfolk Street, affordable housing restored 
with Preservation Grant assistance

St Augustine’s Church, 137 Allston Street
Restored with Preservation Grant Assistance



Memorial Hall (1870)
Tower Burned, 1958; Restored, 1999

HARVARD UNIVERSITY-CAMBRIDGE HISTORICAL COMMISSION PROTOCOL, 1986



M.I.T. – CAMBRIDGE HISTORICAL COMMISSION PROTOCOL, 2016

Metropolitan Storage Warehouse adaptive reuse



MIT’s Kendall Square Initiative
9 million sf. of construction, four historic buildings preserved



SOMA Projects, Kendall Square



E & R Laundry, 211 Massachusetts Avenue (1904, C.H. McClare, architect)

National Register/MIT Protocol



Demolition Delay and Affordable Housing

Frost Terrace, 1785 Mass. Ave. 1627 Mass. Ave./4 Mellen Street



White Tower Restaurant, 25 Central Square (1932)

Advocacy and Technical Assistance



Biogen Headquarters, Binney Street, with adaptively reused warehouses

Adaptive Reuse



EMF Building, 116 Brookline Street (1920, 1948)



Benj. Colley & Co., 208-212 Hampshire Street (1868)

Restoration in the Mid Cambridge NCD



Bicentennial Restoration of Fort Washington, 1976-1982



Restoration of Longfellow Park, 1985-1995



History Stations and Historic Markers, 1976 to date



Cambridge Comon Monuments



Gravestone Restoration, Old Burying Ground - Ongoing



The Commission Considers Adaptive Reuse of Necco Factory
 The Boston Globe, May 19, 2002



“Nothing is Permanent, Accept Change”
Lake Street, Arlington ca. 1985





Part I: Significance

a. Staff report and recommendation

b. Questions of fact re: significance only

c. Public comment re: significance only 

d. Commission vote re: significance only 

If the Commission confirms the existing building 
is significant, then we move on to Part II.

Part II: Preferably Preserved?

a. Presentation of proposed replacement project. 

b. Questions of fact re: replacement project

c. Public comment re: replacement or preservation

d. Commission deliberation about the weighing of 
public benefits. Vote whether to find the existing 
building preferably preserved or not. 

A vote to find it preferably preserved results in a demo 
delay.

Public Hearing: Demolition Review
Ordinance 2.78, Art. II of the City Code



MEETING PAUSED FOR A BRIEF RECESS

The meeting will resume at x:xx P.M.



TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES

Thank you for your patience. The meeting will resume shortly. 



TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES

Thank you for your patience. The meeting will resume shortly. 
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