
Reservoir Hill

History and Development

Cambridge Historical Commission

December 10, 2015



Reconstructed plan 
of Cambridge and 
environs in the 
17th century



The boundaries of Cambridge 
at its greatest magnitude, 
1642ς1655. At this time
Sparks Street and Vassall Lane
formed the western boundary 
of present-day Cambridge.



A plan prepared for the 
legislature in 1754 
showing land in 
Watertown (west of 
Sparks Street and Vassall 
Lane, including present 
Reservoir Hill) and 
Charlestown whose 
owners wished to be 
set off to Cambridge. 



Loyalist Estates in 1775



Loyalist Estates in 1775

The Reservoir Hill Study 
Area occupies portions 
of  the Lechmere, Lee 
and Ruggles estates 



Tory Row in 1775, 
looking east

Lechmere estate 
in the foreground



Tory Row 
in 1776



1830



Harvard Branch R.R. ran to 
a station opposite Cambridge 
Common from 1849 to 1854



1854



Horsecar routes through Cambridge in 1865



Horsecar traveling 
eastbound on 
Brattle Street 
passes the corner of 
RiedeselAvenue, 
ca. 1890.


