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Campus Signage

The Radcliffe Institute is seeking a variance to permit the installation of two exterior wall signs on Fay House. The 
primary objective of these proposed signs is to address a gap in campus signage, as Fay House currently has no 
exterior wall signage identifying the building.

Radcliffe is separately undertaking a broader effort to replace various existing campus signs in order to create a 
more unified wayfinding experience. Those replacements, which don’t require a variance, have been approved by 
CHC and CDD. However, the two proposed signs for Fay House require a variance because CZO Section 7.16.21.B 
limits signage for non-residential uses in the Residence C-2 zoning district. A variance is therefore required to 
add signage to buildings that currently have none, which for this application is just Fay House. It is also worth 
noting that the two proposed signs will not be visible from the public way.

Building identification signs will be consistent with existing signage dimensions and installation, using concealed 
mounting hardware with screws and anchors installed through brick or siding.



Campus Signage
Campus Map with sign legend
Blue shading represents Old Cambridge Historic District

Building Number Building Name
1 Greenleaf House
2 Alumnae House
3 83 Brattle Street
4 Putnam House
5 Wallach House
6 Schlesinger Library
7 Agassiz House
8 Knafel Center
9 Fay House
10   Byerly Hall

Building ID Sign (new)

*   Asterisk denotes sign is not visible from public way

N.#
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N.3*
N.3*



Campus Signage by Type (New Exterior Building ID Signs)

4

Sign ID Sign Type Dimensions
(W x H)

Sign Area 
(sq ft)

Material Viewable from 
Public Way

Height from ground Weight 
of sign 
(lbs)

Width of building 
façade

N3 (two 
signs: A 
& B)

Building Identification Sign 
(Wall Sign / on building)

1'‐8" W x 
1'‐1.5" H

1.875 painted acrylic panel 
silkscreened graphics

No Varies by sign location, 
<10 feet

~5 lbs Varies by sign 
location

Sign heights and weights are approximate values
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Existing Sign(s): None                                                                                              Proposed Sign

N.3 Fay House
2 Sign Locations

13.5"H x 20"W
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