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BZA APPLICATION FORM - OWNERSHIP INFORMATION 

To be completed by OWNER , signed before a notary and returned to 
The Secretary o£ the Board o£ Zoning Appeals. 

(OWNER) 

Address : L)J. t LA 7\'\.br;~;l Sf- . 6z.fV\b n'~ {VII\ OJ7 !"3S 

S:a::e :ha: I/ftie O'ti':: t.he p:::-open:.y loca::ed at. /].).( u.!ht.,n'$ Sd->GV~ . 

w~ich is the subject of chis zoni~g applica:ion . 

re.:a~.:i r:a:7:e 

t.he 

County Regiscry o f Deeds at Book 5b"'<i13 , Page 5~5~5 _________ ; or 

Sou::: 

~iddlesex Registry Distr i ct of Land Cou:::-t , Certificate No . ----------------------
9oo~ ?age 

~ SiGNATBY LANDOwN'f!R""""R 
AUTHORIZED TRUSTEE, OFFICER OR AGENT* 

*Written evi dence of Agent's standing to r epresen t petitioner may be requested . 

Co:r..r..on·,.;ealt.h of Y!assach:.lsetcs , Cou~t.y o f 
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:!":is \ lk' of Daa,.,k" 20 1..-&> , a~d rr.ade oa:h cha : :he abo ve s:a:e:ne~c is t.n:e . 
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----~----"'7~---------Notary 
_Y----=-{ -~---'[,_2-_o_v_~-'------ (. ;o cary Sea.:.. l . 
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deed , or ir.heri:a::;::e , ple ase i::clude docu:nencacio~ . 

by 



r -·--· 

;'. . :· 
.; • I 

..> 



W.-ef.ess T~ns PBBSENT USE/OCCUPANCY: _ _______ _ 

I.OCMrXONI : 
1221 Ca:tnhridge Street BA ZONE: _____________________ __ 

PiJD9E : 
617-456-a153 

---------------- BSQ03SrED USE/~: 
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CONDIT'IOUS 
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NoCtrange 
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No CITarrge 

NoCITange 

NoCITange 
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NJA (:1:::'. . Cllale) 

N/A {::l.:::' . ) 

NJA {:::t:= - , 

Jescr1be ~~~=e ~PP-~C~h-~ , o~~~= ~~~p3~c~~s c~ s~~ -O ~ , 
or: Silc.e _o-:, i:lt:C CVP.:: ~= c~:-.s:.::~c:.:.o:: proposed , s . g ... : 
s::€e! , e-:c .. 

~h~ s:ze o: ~d:~c~~~ b~:-3:~gs 
"..tOOd !: ::a::I€ , CO:'.C~€-':~ , t.:::c~ , 

The proposed installation involves a modification of an existing W~efess Telecommunications Faciity. 

more commonly rererred lo as a •cotrocafion•. 

- · SEE Cll.11B?:DGE zo::::::G C?D:J:A:iCE A0 ':':C:..E 5 . 000 , SEC'!'::O!i 5 . 30 (!J:S":"FCC:: OF :::;:.•-!£HS:o;;p_:_ 
REGULATIONS) . 

2 . TOTAL GROSS E'!:.OOP ARE.:. {IUCU.JD.J.':G B.fl.SEMENT 7 ' - 0 " IN HEIGHT AND .~TTrC APEAS GP.EATER 
THAt! 5 ' } D:'/:DED BY LOT A.t<£.:. . 

3 . OPEN SP.:lCE SHltL!. ::o;- :!:C:.UDE P;J.?K: SG A.'~EAS , WALK"d.;;YS OR DRIVE>iAi:'S /!uW) s.v.:.;.. HA'vE A 
MINIMUM D : MEUSIO!i OE' :5 ' . 
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December 17. 2020 

City of Cambridge 
Board of Zoning Appeals 
831 Massachusetts A venue 
Cambridge. l\IA 02139 

Re: 

Propeny Address: 

Applicant: 

Eligible Facilities Request pursuant to Section (H09 of the 
Spectrum Act and an Application for Special PermiL in the 
alternative 
122 1 Cambridge Street 
Assessor·s Map 82. LotS (the - Propert} - , 
T -Mobile ortheast LLC (the - ApplicanC) 

Dear Honorable Members of tbe Board of Zoning Appeals: 

Thas firm represents T -Mobile 1 ortheast LLC (-T -:Uobi.lfC) (hereinafter. tthe 
- .-\pplicanC) in connection with an application for a special permit from the Ciny of Cambridge 
Board of Zoning Appeals (the ~Board""). to modify an existing wireless communications facility 
on the PToperlty. The Property is located in the Business A (BA) zoning disurict. To the extent 
that the Board determines thac the requirements of Article 4 Section -1.32G. I of the City of 
Cambridge Zoning Ordinance (the - ordinance"") apply. the use oflhe Property for a wireless 
telecommunications facility is permitted by special permit from the Board 1

• The Applicant"s 
proposal satisfies the requirements for the grant of a special permit pursuant to Section 10- B of 
the Ordinance. 

The Applicant"s Proposed Facility (as defined herein) is subject to Section 6-409 of the 
Middle Class Ta' Relief and Job Creation Act of201 2. more commonly known as the ~spectrum 
Acf" (-J7 U.S.C. § 1455). As such. we respectfully submit that in the event that the Board 
determines that the application does not comply with the Spectrum Act. the Applicant hereby 
states that the special permit requirements set forth in the Ordinance are hereby met by the 
Applicant. and that relief must be granted to the Applicanl. The compliance with the Spectrum 
Act is shown on the Eligible Facilities Request permit application form attached hereto and 
incorporated herein by reference (the ~EFR"). 

1 Pursuan11o Sccoon 6-109l.s) of the Spccuum Act. sra1e md local go\emmenrs -mal nol den) and ..ball 
appro\e. any chgtbk fac11i1~ n:qllc:Sl for a modtficauon of an eJU>Img \\ trek s> lower or base >Ia lion that 
doc,. nOl ,ubstaniJall)' change thc ph) steal dtmen~10ns of such lower or base sraoon.- As >uch. lhe Apphcanl 
submtb rhallht:l need 1101 appl) for a spcctal pcnn11 from lhe board. To lhe extenl rha11his Board de1Cmllnc:5 

lha1lhe Apphcarus· proJl(bCd "111:lcss facih ty mu~ compl) \\llh spec tal pemul requiremenrs sci forth m 
Secuon JO-B oflhe Ordinance. !he Applicanrs >Ubmn rhallhey ha\e complied wnh said requiremenb. 
W1lhou1 wal\'mg lhe argumen1 rhal such rehef •~ nol required. 
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The Applicant seeks to modify its existiag wireless communications facility by replacing 
three (3) panel antennas mounted to the fa~de of the existing building. with three (3) like kind 
panel antennas. and by replacing three (3) Remote Radio Head Units ('-RRt;"') with three (3) like 
kind RRU antennas. and supporting equipment (abe ... Proposed Facility..,). All of the proposed 
antennas will be installed in the location ofahe remo"ed anttenaas and painted to match the 
existing building (the -Building'"'). The Applicant's faciliaies are shown oa the Plans auached 
hereto and incorporated herein by reference (the ~Pilaus-). 

I. Background 

The Applicant is licensed by the Federal Communications Commission (the '-FCC"') to 
construct and operate a wireless telecommunications network in various markets throughout the 
country. iacluding the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and ia particular in the City of 
Cambridge. A copy of the Applicann·s FCC license is atuached hereto. The Applicant is in the 
process of designing and constructing a telecommunications system to sen·e all of the 
C ommonwealtb of Massachusetts. One of the key design objecti,·es of its systems is to provide 
seamless co,·erage. Such a system requires 2 grid of radio transmitting and receiving links 
located approximately 5 Qo 2 miles apart. depending on the loc2tion of existing and proposed 
installations in the surrounding area. nhe existing use of the network and the existing topography. 
The radio trnnsmitting and receiving facilities opernte on a line-of-sight basis. requiring a clear 
path from the facility to the user on the ground. This dynamic requires the antennas lo be located 
in a location where the signal is not obstructed or degrnded by other buildings or by 
topographical features such as hills. 

II. Project Description 

As noted above. the Applicant proposes tto modify its existing wireless facility currently 
operating on the rooftop of the Building by replacing three (3) panel antennas. fa.;ade mounted to 
the existing Building. with three (3) like kind panel antennas. and by replacing three (3) RRUs 
with three (3) like kind RRUs. All replaced antennas and supporting equipment will be painted 
to match the Building. Moreover. all replacement antennas will be installed to be consistent with 
the previous decisions of the Board for this facility. the first of which is dated August 9. 2006 
(Case No. 9306) (the .. Original Decision""). the second dated November 16,2012 (Case No. 
10325) (the "'2nd Decision .. ). a third dated l O'\'ember L 2016 (Case No. BZA-011008-2016) 
(the '"3rct Decision .. ). and the forth dated August 14.2019 (Case o. BZA-019129-2019) (the 
·-4111 Decision··. and together with the Original Decision. the 2nd Decision. and the 3rc1 Decision 
shall hereafter be referred to as the --Decisions .. ). Consequently. the visual change to the 
Applicant's existing facility will be de minimus. 

After installation. the Proposed Facility will be unmanned and will only require twice a 
month maintenance visits per carrier. The only utilities required to operate this Proposed Facility 
are standard 120-volt electrical power as well as telephone service. These are presently in place 
at the Property. The traffic generated by the Proposed Facility will be approximately two vehicle 
trips per month by maintenance personnel who will inspect the Proposed Facility to ensure it 
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remailllS in good working order. The Pmposed Facility will comply with all applicable local. 
state and federal safety codes. 

Ill. Legam Argument 

A.. The pplicant complies \\ ith the \Vireless Communication pro1:risions et 
forth in edion 4.32(g)~ footnote 49 of the Ordinance 

Pursuan~ to Section -t.32(g) of the Ordinance. the Applicant"s proposed use for a wireless 
communicauions facility in the BA zoning district is permitted by special permit. The 
Applicant"s Proposed Facility further complies with the pm,isions set foll1h in Section 4.32(g). 
footnolle ~9 of the 0ll'dinance: 

E. The Board of Zoning Appeal sbaU colllSider tbe COIJe of or llimiitations 
imposed b) any license ecured from any state or fN!eram agency having 
j uurisdiction o\·er ucb ma«ers. 

Enclosed herewith is the Applicant-s FCC license. The Applicant meets all requirements 
imposed by go,·emmental authorities having jurisdiction over the Proposed Facilit)>- including by 
the FCC. to pm,ide wireless communications in this market area. 

The intenn of the U.S. Congress. when it enacted the Telecommunications Act of 1996 
(~TCA "") was to institute a frnmework to promote competition and innovation winhin the 
telecommunications indW>""tr}'. Under its license from the FCC. T-Mobile is obligated to pm,ide a 
reliable ""produce (i.e. wireless communications service) to the population of the City of 
Cambridge. Likewise. consumer expectations for increasingly mbtb'1 and reliable senice 
requires competing seo·ice pm"iders (including T -Mobile) to identify and remedy existing gaps 
in reliable ndwol!k coverage. or gaps that result from increasing subscriber voice and data traffic 
beyond the limits of existing nenvork infrastructure. A carrier' s failure to remedy network gaps 
in a timely fashion can resuh in a significant loss of subscribers to competing 
telecommunications carriers. The Proposed Facility and corresponding relief requested are 
necessary to remedy a gap in reliable sen·ice coverage within T-Mobile"s existing network 
infrastructure. 

T -Mobile investigated alternative sites in and around the defmed geographic area within 
which its engineers determined that a facility must be located to fill the gap in service coverage 
and to function effectively within its network of existing and planned facilities. This is an 
existing location that is being upgraded with new technology to provide the necessary coverage 
to the subject area of the City of Cambridge. Therefore. the Proposed Facility in the BA zoning 
district is necessary to close the coverage gap that is illustrated on the propagation maps 
submitted herewith. Consequently. T-Mobile is unable to close a gap in its wireless network 
without obtaining the requested relief under Section 6409 of the Spectrum act or a Special Permit 
to modify its existing wireless facility in the BA zoning district. 

Furthermore. Section 6409{a) of the Spectrum Act mandates that state and local 
governments -may not deny, and shall approve, any eligible facilities request for a modification 
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of a11 existing wireless ton·er or base station tllat does not substalllially change tire physical 
dimensions of such tower or base station_,. Under Section 6409(a)(2)(A)-(C) an Elig ible 
Facilities Request is any request to modify a Tower or Base Station that imtolves ··collocatioJIJS of 
new Transmission EquipmenL""' -removal.~ or ""'"replacement" ofTransmission Equipment. 

Because federal law now preempts many of the permit application requiremen2s that this 
jurisdiction would pre,iously ha,•e required from an Applicant. we have provided. on the 
attached EF~ only the information lbat federal law allows this j urisdiction to consider when 
reviewing an EFR. As such. we submit toot ilie Wireless Communications set forth in Section 
4.32(g). foomote 49 of the Ordinance. provisions are not applicable to Proposed Facility and 
relief must be granned pursuant to Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act. 

2. The Board or Zoi!Jli.mlg Appeal balE coosider the extent to hicb the 11isual 
impact of tbe various eUemel1llt or the proposed facility is mil1llimized: ( B) 

through Cbe use of eUs1tirmg mechanical elements on the building~s roof Oli 

otherr features of tile builll!llmg a support andl background (2) throl1llgb the 
use in materials that in texmre and conor blend witb tbe materials to 
which the facinities aJre attacl'loo, OJr (3) other effedi,·e mean to redUlce tlble 
\isual impaet of tbe furility Ol1ll tbe ite. 

The Applicant-s design minimizes thll!' visual impact of the Proposed Facility. Thlf' 
facility will be installed on the existing rooftop of tl!te Building and consistent wiili the Dlf'cisions. 
The resulting installation willl!tave an increased capacity to better serve the City of Cambridge 
without the need for an increased number olf antrnnas on ilie Building. The proposed 
replacll!'ment antennas will be painned tto match tl!te color of tl!te existing Building iliereby 
minimizing any visual impacts. 

As stated above. federal law now preempts many of the permit applications requirements 
that the Ordinance sets forth. To abe extel!lt that this Board determines that the Applicants­
proposed wireless facility must comply wiUh the Wireless Communications provisions set fonh 
in Section 4.32{g). footnote 49 of the Ordinaoce. the Applicants submit that they have complied 
with said requirements. without waiving ilie argument that such relief is not required. 

2487406. 1 

3. Where it is p~ropo ed to erect such a facility in any residential zoning 
distric~ the extent to wbich there is a demonstrated public need for the 
facility at the propo ed locations, the existence of alternative, functionaRy 
suitable sites in nonresidential locations, the character of the prevailing 
uses in the area~ and the prevalence of other existing mechanical systems 
and equipment carried on or abo\'·e the roof of nearby structures. The 
Board of Zoning Appeal shall grant a special permit to erect such a 
facility in a residential zoning district only upon a finding that 
nonresidential uses predominate in the vicinity of the proposed facility's 
location and that the telecommunications facility is not inconsistent with 
the character that does prevail in the surrounding neighborhood. 



This is not applicable to the Proposed Facility. The Applicant proposes to install its facility 
within the BA zoning district. 

8. The Applicant complies witb the Speciial Permit Criteria 
10-13 of the Ordinancel: 

I. The requirements of the Ordinance can he met: 

As provided abm·e. the Applicant has met the requirements set fom in Section 4.32(g). 
footnone 49 of the Oroinance. 

2. Traffic generated or pattems or access or egRSS '"o01fd not cau e 
congmiion hazard, or sub taotial change iio established neighborhood 
character for the foiJIO\\ ing reason : 

The proposed instaUation will not obstruct existing rights-of-way or pedestrian access 
and will non change the daily conditions of access. egress. trntil"ic. congestion hazard. or character 
of the neighborhood. The installation will not require tbe addition of any nC\v parking OT loading 
spaces. The use is passi,·e and will not change the current condinions or appearance surrounding 
the Building. The facility will not produce any odors. fumes. noise or waslle. There will be no 
need for water. se\Ver. or other municipal services. 

As mentioned abo,·e. once modified. the facility ";11 be unmanned and will only require 
infrequent visius by a technician. typically two Limes per month for routine diagnostics and or 
maintenance. except in cases of emergency. These infrequenn visins ";n oot result in any 
material increase in traffic or disruption to patterns of access 01r eo~s tbat will cause congestion 
hazards or cause a substannial change in the established neighbomood character. The 
Applicant's maintenance personnel will make use of the existing access roads and parking at the 
Building. 

3. The continued operation of or the denlopment of adjacent use as 
permiUed in the Zoning Ordinance ,..,·ould not be ad,·er ely affected by 
the nature of the proposed use for the foUon ing reasons: 

As described above and illustrated on the attached photograph simulations. the 
modification of the existing facility will produce a minimal change in the appearance of the 
Building. The modification of the existing facility will blend with the existing characteristics of 
the Building and the surrounding neighborhood. Moreover. the proposed installation will not 
generate any traffic. smoke. dust. heat. glare. discharge of noxious ubstances. nor will it pollute 

! Punuantto Sectton fH09(a) of the Spectrum Act. state and local go\emments -1113)" 001 den) and shall approve. any ehgtblc 
facililles rcqu~ for a modification of an existing wireless tower or base st.suon that does not ~ubstanllally change lhe physical 
dimensions of such tower or bobc station.- As such. lhc Applicant submits !hat !hey nc:cd not apply for- a special penn it from lhc 
board. To the extent !hat this Boord dcll:rmines that the Applicants· proposed ~•rdess facili[)• must comply with special pennit 
requirements set fonb in Section 10-43 of the Ordinance. the Applicants submn that the}· have complied with satd requm:mcnts. 
w itbout waiving the argument that such relief is not required. 
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waterways or groundwater. Com·evsely. the surrounding properties and general public will 
benefit from the polential to enjoy imprm·ed \\;reless communication . 

.&. _-uisance or hazard 'ordd not be created to the detriment of tbe health., 
safety_ and/or ,emrare of the occupant of the propo ed u e or the ciitizen 
or the City for the foi!IO\'Iiing reasons: 

The operations of the proposed telecommunications facility will not ad,·ersely impact tthe 
health. safety. and the welfare of the residents of the City o f Cambridge. On the conttrnry. the 
proposed use will benefit the City and promote the safety and welfare of its residents. businesses 
and drivers by pro~ding reliable state-of-the-an digital wireless voice and data sen ices. 
Further. the site will improve the reliability o f emergency communications with the police and 
lire departments by eliminating dropped or blocked calls due to inadeq uate signal strength or 
insufficient network capaciny to handle call volume. particularly important during emergency 
situations. 

The Proposed Facility will comply "ith all federal. state and local safety requirements 
including the standards established by the FCC. Federal Aviation Administranion (FAA). the 
American Standards lnstittute (ANSI). and tbe Massachusetts Department o f Public Healnh 
(MDPH). 

Accordingly. the Proposed Facility will not ad,•ersely impact the bealth. safety and or 
welfare of the neighboriwod or llbe residents of the City of Cambridge. 

5. For other reasons.. the proposed io talllation ,.,ill not impair the integrity 
of the districl or adjoining distrid or othenvise derogate from lbe intent 
or purpo e of this o~rdinance for the foDowing reason : 

The Proposed Facility is designed 10 blend with the existing characteristics of the 
Property. reducing any ,;sual impacts to the surrounding area. Accordingly. the Proposed 
Facility's design results in a minimal impact on the underlying and adjacent zoning district and is 
consistent with the Ordinance· s intention to allow for less intrusive wireless telecommunicanions 
facilities in all districts (other nhan Open Space). including the BA zoning d istricts. 

As mentioned above. nhe proposed modifications to the existing installation will not 
generate any traffic. smoke. dust. heat. glare, discharge or noxious substances, nor will il pollute 
watenvays or groundwater. 
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6. The new u e of the building construction is consistent with the U rbao 
Design Objective et for tin Section 19.30 of the Ordinance: 

Not Applicable. The Applicant is not proposing to construct a new building or structure. 



n·. umman 

The Applicant hereby requests that the Board determine that the City of Cambridge bas 
the right to authorize the construction ofthe Proposed Facility through the issuance of a Building 
Permit. pwsuant to Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act. Or. in the alternative. its proposed 
modifications to the existing telecommunications facility will not have any adverse effect on the 
neighborhood within which the Property is located in particular. and the City of Cambridge as a 
whole. The findings are made in view of the particular characteristics of the Property and of the 
Applicant"s proposed siting and equipment as detailed abo\:e. This Property is the most 
appropriate location for the installation and operation of the wireless communications facility. 

For the foregoing reasons the Applicant respectfully requests that the Board grant the 
foregoing reliefpwsuant to Section 6-W9(a) oftbe Spectrum Act or. in the ahemati,·e. zoning 
relief in the form of a Special Permit and such other relief as the Board deems necessary to allow 
the installation and operation of the Applicant"s Proposed facilit)·. 

Sincerely. 

Adam F. Braillam 
Direct: 6B7-156-8153 
Email: abraillard@,princelobel.com 
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ENGINEERING

ASSOCIATES, LLC

Civil  Structural  Land Surveying

EQUIPMENT SCHEDULE
CURRENT EQUIPMENT
- THREE (3) ERICSSON AIR21 KRC118023-1 B2A/B4P ANTENNAS
- THREE (3) ERICSSON AIR32 KRD901044-1 B4A/B2P ANTENNAS
- THREE (3) RFS APXVAARR18_43-U-NA20 PANEL ANTENNAS
- THREE (3) GENERIC TWIN STYLE 1B AWS TMA'S
- THREE (3) ERICSSON RADIO 4449 B71+B12
- THREE (3) ERICSSON RRUS32 B2
- EIGHT (8) 7/8" COAX CABLES
- FOUR (4) 15

8" COAX CABLES
- THREE (3) 3x6 HCS  CABLES
- THREE (3) 6x12 HCS CABLES
- ONE (1) GPS ANTENNA AND ASSOCIATED 1/2" COAX CABLE
- ONE (1) ERICSSON RBS 2106 EQUIPMENT CABINET (DARK)
- ONE (1) ERICSSON RBS 6131 EQUIPMENT CABINET
- ONE (1) PURCELL RAC24 CABINET
- ONE (1) NORTHERN TECHNOLOGIES 200A PPC CABINET

EQUIPMENT TO BE REMOVED
- THREE (3) ERICSSON AIR21 KRC118023-1 B2A/B4P ANTENNAS
- THREE (3) ERICSSON RRUS32 B2
- ONE (1) ERICSSON RBS 2106 EQUIPMENT CABINET (DARK)

EQUIPMENT TO BE ADDED
- THREE (3) ERICSSON M-MIMO AIR6449 B41 PANEL ANTENNAS
- THREE (3) MICRODATA MI-54131 AWS/PCS DIPLEXERS
- THREE (3) ERICSSON RADIO 4424 B25
- THREE (3) 6x12 HCS CABLES
- ONE (1) ERICSSON 6160 EQUIPMENT CABINET
- ONE (1) ERICSSON B160 BATTERY BACKUP CABINET

FINAL EQUIPMENT CONFIGURATION
- THREE (3) ERICSSON M-MIMO AIR6449 B41 PANEL ANTENNAS
- THREE (3) ERICSSON AIR32 KRD901044-1 B4A/B2P ANTENNAS
- THREE (3) RFS APXVAARR18_43-U-NA20 PANEL ANTENNAS
- THREE (3) MICRODATA MI-54131 AWS/PCS DIPLEXERS
- THREE (3) GENERIC TWIN STYLE 1B AWS TMA'S
- THREE (3) ERICSSON RADIO 4449 B71+B12
- THREE (3) ERICSSON RADIO 4424 B25
- EIGHT (8) 7/8" COAX CABLES
- FOUR (4) 15

8" COAX CABLES
- THREE (3) 3x6 HCS  CABLES
- SIX (6) 6x12 HCS CABLES
- ONE (1) GPS ANTENNA AND ASSOCIATED 1/2" COAX CABLE
- ONE (1) ERICSSON 6160 EQUIPMENT CABINET
- ONE (1) ERICSSON B160 BATTERY BACKUP CABINET
- ONE (1) ERICSSON RBS 6131 EQUIPMENT CABINET
- ONE (1) PURCELL RAC24 CABINET
- ONE (1) NORTHERN TECHNOLOGIES 200A PPC CABINET

EXISTING EQUIPMENT SPACE REQUIREMENTS WILL NOT CHANGE

RF CONFIGURATION
67D5A992D OUTDOOR
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 BZA APPLICATION FORM  
 

CHECK LIST  
 
 
PROPERTY LOCATION: ______________________________________DATE: ________________ 
 
PETITIONER OR REPRESENTATIVE: _________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS & PHONE:   ____________________________________________________________ 
 

BLOCK: ______________  LOT: ______________ 
 

PLEASE CHECK THAT YOU HAVE INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING WITH YOUR APPLICATION.  APPLICATIONS 

WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED FOR PROCESSING & SCHEDULING UNLESS ALL REQUIRED DOCUMENTS ARE 

PROVIDED. 

 
PLEASE INCLUDE THIS CHECKLIST WITH YOUR APPLICATION. 
ALL DOCUMENTS ARE TO BE TYPED OR WRITTEN LEGIBLY. 
 
 
DOCUMENTS       REQUIRED      ENCLOSED 
 
Application Form       ________        ________ 
3 Forms with Original Signatures 
 
Supporting Statements – Scanned & 1 set to Zoning ________        ________ 
 
Application Fee (You will receive invoice online) ________        ________ 
 
Assessor's GIS “Block Map” (Available on line or ________    ________ 
At Engineering Dept. - 147 Hampshire Street) 
 
Dimensional Form - Refer to Cambridge 
Zoning Ordinance - Scanned & 1 set to Zoning  ________           ________ 
(Subject to further review by Zoning Specialist) 
 
Ownership Certificate, Notarized -     ________     ________ 

Scanned & 1 set to Zoning 
 
Floor Plans - Scanned & 1 set to Zoning   ________        ________ 
   
Elevations - Scanned & 1 set to Zoning   ________        ________ 
 
Certified Plot Plan - Scanned & 1 set to Zoning  ________        ________ 
(By Registered Land Surveyor) 
 
Photographs of Property – Scanned & 1 set to Zoning ________       ________ 
 
Parking Plan (if relevant to your application)  ________     ________ 
Scanned & 1 set to Zoning 
 
FOR SUBDIVISION ALSO INCLUDE: Scanned & 1 set to Zoning 
 
Proposed Deeds       ________         ________ 
 
Evidence of Separate Utilities **    ________    ________ 
 
Proposed Subdivision Plan     ________    ________ 
 
Petitioners are advised to refer to Attachment A (Procedures for applying to the Board 
of Zoning Appeal) & consult zoning staff for review. 

It is advisable for the Petitioner to discuss the petition with the abutters as 
listed in the Zoning BZA Case file. 
 

  * For Special Permits under Art. 4.32.G.1 (Communication Towers and Antennas), include a 
photo simulation.  

** Can be submitted after subdivision has been approved. 
 

          
 
 

 

1221 Cambridge Street 

Ricardo M. Sousa, Esq. for T-Mobile Northeast LLC 

One International Place, Suite 3700, Boston, MA 02110 
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 BZA APPLICATION FORM 
 

 GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
 
The undersigned hereby petitions the Board of Zoning Appeal for the following: 
 
Special Permit: _______  Variance: _______  Appeal: _______ 
 
 
PETITIONER: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
PETITIONER'S ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________ 
 
LOCATION OF PROPERTY:__________________________________________________________ 
 
TYPE OF OCCUPANCY: ______________________ ZONING DISTRICT: ____________________ 
 
REASON FOR PETITION: 
 
 ______ Additions      ______ New Structure 

 
 ______ Change in Use/Occupancy    ______ Parking 
 
 ______ Conversion to Addi'l Dwelling Unit’s ______ Sign  
 
 ______ Dormer      ______ Subdivision 
 
 ______ Other: _________________________ 
 
 
DESCRIPTION OF PETITIONER'S PROPOSAL: 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
SECTIONS OF ZONING ORDINANCE CITED: 
 
Article ______ Section __________________________________________________ 
 
Article ______ Section __________________________________________________ 
 
Article ______ Section __________________________________________________ 
 
Applicants for a Variance must complete Pages 1-5 
Applicants for a Special Permit must complete Pages 1-4 and 6 
Applicants for an Appeal to the BZA of a Zoning determination by the 

Inspectional Services Department must attach a statement concerning the reasons 
for the appeal 
 

   Original Signature(s): ____________________________________ 

        (Petitioner(s)/Owner)  

       ____________________________________ 
                   (Print Name) 

     Address: ____________________________________ 

 
       ____________________________________  

 
     Tel. No.: ____________________________________ 

 
     E-Mail Address: ________________________________ 

 
Date: __________________________  
 
 

(ATTACHMENT B - PAGE 2) 
 

x 

T-Mobile Northeast LLC 

 
and relief pursuant to Section 6409 of the Middle Class Tax Relief Act 

Prince Lobel Tye, LLP, Attn. Ricardo M. Sousa, Esq., One International Place, Suite 3700, Boston, MA 

1221 Cambridge Street  

Telecommunications 

 

 

BA 

X 

 

Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act relief for Special Permit for the collocation of a Wireless Facility 

The Applicant proposes to modify its existing Wireless Telecommunications Facility by collocating three  (3) new L700 antennas on the 
existing building, together with supporting equipment. All three (3) proposed antennas will be facade mounted to the existing Building, 
adjacent to the existing antennas and painted to match the existing builiding.  The Applicants proposal complies with Section 6409 of 
the Spectrum Act as the collocation of antennas is not a substantial change to the existing base station. Moreover, the Applicants 
proposal complies with Section 4.32 and 10.4 of the Cambridge Zoning Code. 

4.00     4.32 (g)(1) Utilities - Telephone Exchange 

10.00    10.4 - Special Permit 

Ricardo M. Sousa, Esq. 

 One International Place, Suite 3700 

Boston, MA 02110 

617-456-8123 

rsousa@princelobel.com 

July 29, 2016 

 

 

6409 

 

Middle Class Tax Relief Act 
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The Applicant proposes to modify its existing wireless facility currently operating on the rooftop of the Building by replacing three (3) panel antennas, façade mounted to the existing building, with three (3) like kind panel antennas, and by replacing one (1) of the equipment cabinets with a smaller cabinet and a battery backup cabinet.  All replaced antennas will be painted to match the building. The Applicants proposal complies with Section 6409 of the Spectrum Act as the collocation of antennas is not a substantial change to the existing base station. Moreover, the Applicants proposal complies with Section 4.32 and 10.4 of the Cambridge Zoning Code.
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BZA APPLICATION FORM - OWNERSHIP INFORMATION 

To be completed by OWNER, signed before a notary and returned to 
The Secretary o£ the Board o£ Zoning Appeals. 

(OWNER) 

Address: i );} l u IV\.~r\~il S±. 6:..,1/t/;n'~ /VII\. o·a css 

State that I/We own the property located at I J_;;l( U~Mbr-,'~ ~b--L 
which is the subject of this zoning application. 

The record title of this property is in the name of~[VIt\d &-.5-f. LL C._ 

*Pursuant to a deed of duly recorded in the date ~//t/~~il , Middlesex South 

County Registry of Deeds at Book _s'(:,G:,~f) 1 page .5"-s"'-·=s _____ ; Or 

Middlesex Registry District of Land Court, Certificate No. 
------------------------

Book Page 

AUTHORIZED TRUSTEE, OFFICER OR AGENT* 

*Written evidence of Agent's standing to represent petitioner may be requested. 

Comrnonwealth of !Vlassachusetts, County of 

The above-name ----~/V\~~·~~c~h~~~~,~·~l-~C~~~~~)+~~o~J-~~-- personally appeared before me, 

this \. L\' of \)<Z.an..£,../, 20 1..-li', and made oath that the above statement is true. 

My 

• 

corn.mission 

-----~-=:;&<-------------Notary 
-z.-./ <? ll,.ov'f( (Notary Seal) . 

----~--~------~---------
expires 

If ownership is not shown in recorded deed, e.g. if by 
deed, or inheritance, please include documentation. 



BZA APPLICATION FORM  
 
 DIMENSIONAL INFORMATION 
 
 
APPLICANT:___________________________________ PRESENT USE/OCCUPANCY:____________________ 
                   
 
LOCATION: _____________________________________________ ZONE:___________________________ 
                          
 
PHONE: __________________________ REQUESTED USE/OCCUPANCY: _____________________________  
 
     EXISTING         REQUESTED         ORDINANCE 
     CONDITIONS       CONDITIONS        REQUIREMENTS

1
 

                         
TOTAL GROSS FLOOR AREA:                                     ___________  (max.) 
 
LOT AREA:                                           (min.) 
  
RATIO OF GROSS FLOOR AREA  
TO LOT AREA:

2
                                                    (max.) 

 
LOT AREA FOR EACH DWELLING UNIT:                                                 (min.) 

 
SIZE OF LOT:  WIDTH                                          (min.)  
 
   DEPTH                          
 
Setbacks in  FRONT                                                 (min.) 
Feet: 
    REAR                                                  (min.) 
 
   LEFT SIDE                                                 (min.) 
 
   RIGHT SIDE                                                 (min.)  
 
SIZE OF BLDG.: HEIGHT                                                  (max.) 
 
   LENGTH                                      
 
   WIDTH                                      
 

RATIO OF USABLE OPEN SPACE 
TO LOT AREA:

3
) 

                                                     (min.) 
 
NO. OF DWELLING UNITS:                                     _____________(max.)  
 
NO. OF PARKING SPACES:                                              (min./max)  
 
NO. OF LOADING AREAS:                                                  (min.)  
 
DISTANCE TO NEAREST BLDG.                                                  (min.)  
ON SAME LOT: 
 
 
Describe where applicable, other occupancies on same lot, the size of adjacent buildings 
on same lot, and type of construction proposed, e.g.; wood frame, concrete, brick, 
steel, etc. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

1. SEE CAMBRIDGE ZONING ORDINANCE ARTICLE 5.000, SECTION 5.30 (DISTRICT OF DIMENSIONAL 
REGULATIONS). 

2. TOTAL GROSS FLOOR AREA (INCLUDING BASEMENT 7'-0" IN HEIGHT AND ATTIC AREAS GREATER 
THAN 5') DIVIDED BY LOT AREA. 

3. OPEN SPACE SHALL NOT INCLUDE PARKING AREAS, WALKWAYS OR DRIVEWAYS AND SHALL HAVE A 
MINIMUM DIMENSION OF 15'. 

 
 
 

(ATTACHMENT B - PAGE 4) 

T-Mobile Northeast  

N/A 

N/A 

1221 Cambridge Street  

 

BA 

617-456-8123 

 

Wireless Telecommunications 

No Change 

No Change 

No Change 

No Change 

No Change 

No Change 

No Change 

No Change 

No Change 

No Change 

No Change 

No Change 

No Change 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

The proposed installation involves a modification of an existing Wireless Telecommunications Facility, 

more commonly referred to as a "collocation".   

 

Wireless Telecommunications 
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BZA APPLICATION FORM 
 

SUPPORTING STATEMENT FOR A VARIANCE 
 
 
EACH OF THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS FOR A VARIANCE MUST BE ESTABLISHED AND SET FORTH IN 

COMPLETE DETAIL BY THE APPLICANT IN ACCORDANCE WITH MGL 40A, SECTION 10: 
 
A) A Literal enforcement of the provisions of this Ordinance would involve a 

substantial hardship, financial or otherwise, to the petitioner or 
appellant for the following reasons: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B) The hardship is owing to the following circumstances relating to the soil 

conditions, shape or topography of such land or structures and especially 
affecting such land or structures but not affecting generally the zoning 
district in which it is located for the following rearsons: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C) DESIRABLE RELIEF MAY BE GRANTED WITHOUT EITHER: 
 
 1) Substantial detriment to the public good for the following reasons: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 2) Relief may be granted without nullifying or substantially derogating 

from the intent or purpose of this Ordinance for the following 
reasons: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 *  If You have any questions as to whether you can establish all of the 

applicable legal requirements, you should consult with your own 
attorney.  

 
(ATTACHMENT B - PAGE 5) 
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N/A 

N/A 
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BZA APPLICATION FORM  
 

SUPPORTING STATEMENT FOR A SPECIAL PERMIT 
 
 
 Please describe in complete detail how you meet each of the following 

criteria referring to the property and proposed changes or uses which are 
requested in your application.  Attach sheets with additional information 
for special permits which have additional criteria, e.g.; fast food 
permits, comprehensive permits, etc., which must be met. 

 
 Granting the Special Permit requested for ____________________ (location) 

would not be a detriment to the public interest because: 
 
A) Requirements of the Ordinance can or will be met for the following 

reasons: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
B) Traffic generated or patterns of access or egress would not cause 

congestion hazard, or substantial change in established neighborhood 
character for the following reasons: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C) The continued operation of or the development of adjacent uses as 

permitted in the Zoning Ordinance would not be adversely affected by the 

nature of the proposed use for the following reasons: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D) Nuisance or hazard would not be created to the detriment of the health, 

safety and/or welfare of the occupant of the proposed use or the citizens 
of the City for the following reasons: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
E) For other reasons, the proposed use would not impair the integrity of the 

district or adjoining district or otherwise derogate from the intent or 
purpose of this ordinance for the following reasons: 

 
 
 
 

(ATTACHMENT B - PAGE 6) 

 

Please see the attached supporting statement. 

80 Erie Street 

Please see the attached supporting statement. 
 

Please see the attached supporting statement. 
 

 Please see the attached supporting statement. 
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December ____, 2020 

 

City of Cambridge 

Board of Zoning Appeals 

831 Massachusetts Avenue 

Cambridge, MA 02139 

 

Re: Eligible Facilities Request pursuant to Section 6409 of the 

Spectrum Act and an Application for Special Permit, in the 

alternative  

Property Address:  1221 Cambridge Street 

Assessor’s Map 82, Lot 8 (the “Property”) 

 Applicant: T-Mobile Northeast LLC (the “Applicant”) 

Dear Honorable Members of the Board of Zoning Appeals: 

This firm represents T-Mobile Northeast LLC (“T-Mobile”) (hereinafter, the 

“Applicant”) in connection with an application for a special permit from the City of Cambridge 

Board of Zoning Appeals (the “Board”), to modify an existing wireless communications facility 

on the Property.  The Property is located in the Business A (BA) zoning district.  To the extent 

that the Board determines that the requirements of Article 4 Section 4.32G.1 of the City of 

Cambridge Zoning Ordinance (the “Ordinance”) apply, the use of the Property for a wireless 

telecommunications facility is permitted by special permit from the Board1.  The Applicant’s 

proposal satisfies the requirements for the grant of a special permit pursuant to Section 10-43 of 

the Ordinance.   

The Applicant’s Proposed Facility (as defined herein) is subject to Section 6409 of the 

Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012, more commonly known as the “Spectrum 

Act” (47 U.S.C. § 1455).  As such, we respectfully submit that in the event that the Board 

determines that the application does not comply with the Spectrum Act, the Applicant hereby 

states that the special permit requirements set forth in the Ordinance are hereby met by the 

Applicant, and that relief must be granted to the Applicant. The compliance with the Spectrum 

Act is shown on the Eligible Facilities Request permit application form attached hereto and 

incorporated herein by reference (the “EFR”).  

 

                                                 
1 Pursuant to Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act, state and local governments “may not deny and shall 

approve, any eligible facilities request for a modification of an existing wireless tower or base station that 

does not substantially change the physical dimensions of such tower or base station.”   As such, the Applicant 

submits that they need not apply for a special permit from the board.  To the extent that this Board determines 

that the Applicants’ proposed wireless facility must comply with special permit  requirements set forth in 

Section 10-43 of the Ordinance, the Applicants submit that they have complied with said requirements, 

without waiving the argument that such relief is not required.  

abraillard
Text Box
December 17, 2020
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The Applicant seeks to modify its existing wireless communications facility by replacing 

three (3) panel antennas mounted to the façade of the existing building, with three (3) like kind 

panel antennas, and by replacing three (3) Remote Radio Head Units (“RRU”) with three (3) like 

kind RRU antennas, and supporting equipment (the “Proposed Facility”). All of the proposed 

antennas will be installed in the location of the removed antennas and painted to match the 

existing building (the “Building”).  The Applicant’s facilities are shown on the Plans attached 

hereto and incorporated herein by reference (the “Plans”).  

I.  Background 

The Applicant is licensed by the Federal Communications Commission (the “FCC”) to 

construct and operate a wireless telecommunications network in various markets throughout the 

country, including the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and in particular in the City of 

Cambridge.  A copy of the Applicant’s FCC license is attached hereto.  The Applicant is in the 

process of designing and constructing a telecommunications system to serve all of the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  One of the key design objectives of its systems is to provide 

seamless coverage.  Such a system requires a grid of radio transmitting and receiving links 

located approximately .5 to 2 miles apart, depending on the location of existing and proposed 

installations in the surrounding area, the existing use of the network and the existing topography.  

The radio transmitting and receiving facilities operate on a line-of-sight basis, requiring a clear 

path from the facility to the user on the ground.  This dynamic requires the antennas to be located 

in a location where the signal is not obstructed or degraded by other buildings or by 

topographical features such as hills.   

 

II.  Project Description 

As noted above, the Applicant proposes to modify its existing wireless facility currently 

operating on the rooftop of the Building by replacing three (3) panel antennas, façade mounted to 

the existing Building, with three (3) like kind panel antennas, and by replacing three (3) RRUs 

with three (3) like kind RRUs.  All replaced antennas and supporting equipment will be painted 

to match the Building.  Moreover, all replacement antennas will be installed to be consistent with 

the previous decisions of the Board for this facility, the first of which is dated August 9, 2006 

(Case No. 9306) (the “Original Decision”), the second dated November 16, 2012 (Case No. 

10325) (the “2nd Decision”), a third dated November 1, 2016 (Case No. BZA-011008-2016) 

(the “3rd Decision”), and the forth dated August 14, 2019 (Case No. BZA-019129-2019) (the 

“4th Decision”, and together with the Original Decision, the 2nd Decision, and the 3rd Decision 

shall hereafter be referred to as the “Decisions”).  Consequently, the visual change to the 

Applicant’s existing facility will be de minimus.    

 

After installation, the Proposed Facility will be unmanned and will only require twice a 

month maintenance visits per carrier.  The only utilities required to operate this Proposed Facility 

are standard 120-volt electrical power as well as telephone service.  These are presently in place 

at the Property.  The traffic generated by the Proposed Facility will be approximately two vehicle 

trips per month by maintenance personnel who will inspect the Proposed Facility to ensure it 



 

 

2487406.1 

remains in good working order.  The Proposed Facility will comply with all applicable local, 

state and federal safety codes.   

     

III. Legal Arguments 

 

A. The Applicant complies with the Wireless Communications provisions set 

forth in Section 4.32(g), footnote 49 of the Ordinance 

 

Pursuant to Section 4.32(g) of the Ordinance, the Applicant’s proposed use for a wireless 

communications facility in the BA zoning district is permitted by special permit.  The 

Applicant’s Proposed Facility further complies with the provisions set forth in Section 4.32(g), 

footnote 49 of the Ordinance: 

 

1. The Board of Zoning Appeal shall consider the scope of or limitations 

imposed by any license secured from any state or federal agency having 

jurisdiction over such matters.   

 

Enclosed herewith is the Applicant’s FCC license.  The Applicant meets all requirements 

imposed by governmental authorities having jurisdiction over the Proposed Facility, including by 

the FCC, to provide wireless communications in this market area.    

 

The intent of the U.S. Congress, when it enacted the Telecommunications Act of 1996 

(“TCA”) was to institute a framework to promote competition and innovation within the 

telecommunications industry. Under its license from the FCC, T-Mobile is obligated to provide a 

reliable “product” (i.e. wireless communications service) to the population of the City of 

Cambridge.  Likewise, consumer expectations for increasingly robust and reliable service 

requires competing service providers (including T-Mobile) to identify and remedy existing gaps 

in reliable network coverage, or gaps that result from increasing subscriber voice and data traffic 

beyond the limits of existing network infrastructure. A carrier’s failure to remedy network gaps 

in a timely fashion can result in a significant loss of subscribers to competing 

telecommunications carriers.  The Proposed Facility and corresponding relief requested are 

necessary to remedy a gap in reliable service coverage within T-Mobile’s existing network 

infrastructure. 

 

T-Mobile investigated alternative sites in and around the defined geographic area within 

which its engineers determined that a facility must be located to fill the gap in service coverage 

and to function effectively within its network of existing and planned facilities. This is an 

existing location that is being upgraded with new technology to provide the necessary coverage 

to the subject area of the City of Cambridge.  Therefore, the Proposed Facility in the BA zoning 

district is necessary to close the coverage gap that is illustrated on the propagation maps 

submitted herewith.  Consequently, T-Mobile is unable to close a gap in its wireless network 

without obtaining the requested relief under Section 6409 of the Spectrum act or a Special Permit 

to modify its existing wireless facility in the BA zoning district.   

 

Furthermore, Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act mandates that state and local 

governments “may not deny, and shall approve, any eligible facilities request for a modification 
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of an existing wireless tower or base station that does not substantially change the physical 

dimensions of such tower or base station.” Under Section 6409(a)(2)(A)-(C) an Eligible 

Facilities Request is any request to modify a Tower or Base Station that involves “collocations of 

new Transmission Equipment,”  “removal,” or  “replacement” of Transmission Equipment. 

 

Because federal law now preempts many of the permit application requirements that this 

jurisdiction would previously have required from an Applicant, we have provided, on the 

attached EFR, only the information that federal law allows this jurisdiction to consider when 

reviewing an EFR.  As such, we submit that the Wireless Communications set forth in Section 

4.32(g), footnote 49 of the Ordinance, provisions are not applicable to Proposed Facility and 

relief must be granted pursuant to Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act.  

 

2. The Board of Zoning Appeal shall consider the extent to which the visual 

impact of the various elements of the proposed facility is minimized: (1) 

through the use of existing mechanical elements on the building’s roof or 

other features of the building as support and background, (2) through the 

use in materials that in texture and color blend with the materials to 

which the facilities are attached, or (3) other effective means to reduce the 

visual impact of the facility on the site.   

 

The Applicant’s design minimizes the visual impact of the Proposed Facility.  The 

facility will be installed on the existing rooftop of the Building and consistent with the Decisions. 

The resulting installation will have an increased capacity to better serve the City of Cambridge 

without the need for an increased number of antennas on the Building. The proposed 

replacement antennas will be painted to match the color of the existing Building thereby 

minimizing any visual impacts.               

 

As stated above, federal law now preempts many of the permit applications requirements 

that the Ordinance sets forth.  To the extent that this Board determines that the Applicants’ 

proposed wireless facility must comply with the Wireless Communications provisions set forth 

in Section 4.32(g), footnote 49 of the Ordinance, the Applicants submit that they have complied 

with said requirements, without waiving the argument that such relief is not required. 

 

3. Where it is proposed to erect such a facility in any residential zoning 

district, the extent to which there is a demonstrated public need for the 

facility at the proposed locations, the existence of alternative, functionally 

suitable sites in nonresidential locations, the character of the prevailing 

uses in the area, and the prevalence of other existing mechanical systems 

and equipment carried on or above the roof of nearby structures.  The 

Board of Zoning Appeal shall grant a special permit to erect such a 

facility in a residential zoning district only upon a finding that 

nonresidential uses predominate in the vicinity of the proposed facility’s 

location and that the telecommunications facility is not inconsistent with 

the character that does prevail in the surrounding neighborhood.   
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This is not applicable to the Proposed Facility.  The Applicant proposes to install its facility 

within the BA zoning district. 

 

 

B. The Applicant complies with the Special Permit Criteria set forth in Section 

10-43 of the Ordinance2: 

 

1. The requirements of the Ordinance can be met: 

 

As provided above, the Applicant has met the requirements set forth in Section 4.32(g), 

footnote 49 of the Ordinance. 

 

2. Traffic generated or patterns of access or egress would not cause 

congestion hazard, or substantial change in established neighborhood 

character for the following reasons: 

 

The proposed installation will not obstruct existing rights-of-way or pedestrian access 

and will not change the daily conditions of access, egress, traffic, congestion hazard, or character 

of the neighborhood.  The installation will not require the addition of any new parking or loading 

spaces.  The use is passive and will not change the current conditions or appearance surrounding 

the Building.  The facility will not produce any odors, fumes, noise or waste.  There will be no 

need for water, sewer, or other municipal services. 

 

As mentioned above, once modified, the facility will be unmanned and will only require 

infrequent visits by a technician, typically two times per month for routine diagnostics and/or 

maintenance, except in cases of emergency.  These infrequent visits will not result in any 

material increase in traffic or disruption to patterns of access or egress that will cause congestion 

hazards or cause a substantial change in the established neighborhood character.  The 

Applicant’s maintenance personnel will make use of the existing access roads and parking at the 

Building. 

 

 

3. The continued operation of or the development of adjacent uses as 

permitted in the Zoning Ordinance would not be adversely affected by 

the nature of the proposed use for the following reasons: 

 

As described above and illustrated on the attached photograph simulations, the 

modification of the existing facility will produce a minimal change in the appearance of the 

Building.  The modification of the existing facility will blend with the existing characteristics of 

the Building and the surrounding neighborhood.  Moreover, the proposed installation will not 

generate any traffic, smoke, dust, heat, glare, discharge of noxious substances, nor will it pollute 

                                                 
2 Pursuant to Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act, state and local governments “may not deny and shall approve, any eligible 

facilities request for a modification of an existing wireless tower or base station that does not substantially change the physical 

dimensions of such tower or base station.”   As such, the Applicant submits that they need not apply for a special permit from the 

board.  To the extent that this Board determines that the Applicants’ proposed wireless facility must comply with special permit  

requirements set forth in Section 10-43 of the Ordinance, the Applicants submit that they have complied with said requirements, 

without waiving the argument that such relief is not required. 
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waterways or groundwater.  Conversely, the surrounding properties and general public will 

benefit from the potential to enjoy improved wireless communication.   

 

4. Nuisance or hazard would not be created to the detriment of the health, 

safety, and/or welfare of the occupant of the proposed use or the citizens 

of the City for the following reasons: 

 

The operations of the proposed telecommunications facility will not adversely impact the 

health, safety, and the welfare of the residents of the City of Cambridge.  On the contrary, the 

proposed use will benefit the City and promote the safety and welfare of its residents, businesses 

and drivers by providing reliable state-of-the-art digital wireless voice and data services.  

Further, the site will improve the reliability of emergency communications with the police and 

fire departments by eliminating dropped or blocked calls due to inadequate signal strength or 

insufficient network capacity to handle call volume, particularly important during emergency 

situations.     

 

The Proposed Facility will comply with all federal, state and local safety requirements 

including the standards established by the FCC, Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), the 

American Standards Institute (ANSI), and the Massachusetts Department of Public Health 

(MDPH). 

 

Accordingly, the Proposed Facility will not adversely impact the health, safety and/or 

welfare of the neighborhood or the residents of the City of Cambridge.  

 

5. For other reasons, the proposed installation will not impair the integrity 

of the district or adjoining district or otherwise derogate from the intent 

or purpose of this ordinance for the following reasons: 

 

The Proposed Facility is designed to blend with the existing characteristics of the 

Property, reducing any visual impacts to the surrounding area.  Accordingly, the Proposed 

Facility’s design results in a minimal impact on the underlying and adjacent zoning district and is 

consistent with the Ordinance’s intention to allow for less intrusive wireless telecommunications 

facilities in all districts (other than Open Space), including the BA zoning districts.   

 

As mentioned above, the proposed modifications to the existing installation will not 

generate any traffic, smoke, dust, heat, glare, discharge or noxious substances, nor will it pollute 

waterways or groundwater. 

 

6. The new use of the building construction is consistent with the Urban 

Design Objective set for tin Section 19.30 of the Ordinance: 

 

Not Applicable.  The Applicant is not proposing to construct a new building or structure. 
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IV. Summary 

 

The Applicant hereby requests that the Board determine that the City of Cambridge has 

the right to authorize the construction of the Proposed Facility through the issuance of a Building 

Permit, pursuant to Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act.  Or, in the alternative, its proposed 

modifications to the existing telecommunications facility will not have any adverse effect on the 

neighborhood within which the Property is located in particular, and the City of Cambridge as a 

whole.  The findings are made in view of the particular characteristics of the Property and of the 

Applicant’s proposed siting and equipment, as detailed above. This Property is the most 

appropriate location for the installation and operation of the wireless communications facility. 

 

For the foregoing reasons the Applicant respectfully requests that the Board grant the 

foregoing relief pursuant to Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act or, in the alternative, zoning 

relief in the form of a Special Permit and such other relief as the Board deems necessary to allow 

the installation and operation of the Applicant’s Proposed Facility.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Adam F. Braillard 

Direct: 617-456-8153 

Email: abraillard@princelobel.com 

 

abraillard
Pencil
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EQUIPMENT SCHEDULE
CURRENT EQUIPMENT
- THREE (3) ERICSSON AIR21 KRC118023-1 B2A/B4P ANTENNAS
- THREE (3) ERICSSON AIR32 KRD901044-1 B4A/B2P ANTENNAS
- THREE (3) RFS APXVAARR18_43-U-NA20 PANEL ANTENNAS
- THREE (3) GENERIC TWIN STYLE 1B AWS TMA'S
- THREE (3) ERICSSON RADIO 4449 B71+B12
- THREE (3) ERICSSON RRUS32 B2
- EIGHT (8) 7/8" COAX CABLES
- FOUR (4) 15

8" COAX CABLES
- THREE (3) 3x6 HCS  CABLES
- THREE (3) 6x12 HCS CABLES
- ONE (1) GPS ANTENNA AND ASSOCIATED 1/2" COAX CABLE
- ONE (1) ERICSSON RBS 2106 EQUIPMENT CABINET (DARK)
- ONE (1) ERICSSON RBS 6131 EQUIPMENT CABINET
- ONE (1) PURCELL RAC24 CABINET
- ONE (1) NORTHERN TECHNOLOGIES 200A PPC CABINET

EQUIPMENT TO BE REMOVED
- THREE (3) ERICSSON AIR21 KRC118023-1 B2A/B4P ANTENNAS
- THREE (3) ERICSSON RRUS32 B2
- ONE (1) ERICSSON RBS 2106 EQUIPMENT CABINET (DARK)

EQUIPMENT TO BE ADDED
- THREE (3) ERICSSON M-MIMO AIR6449 B41 PANEL ANTENNAS
- THREE (3) MICRODATA MI-54131 AWS/PCS DIPLEXERS
- THREE (3) ERICSSON RADIO 4424 B25
- THREE (3) 6x12 HCS CABLES
- ONE (1) ERICSSON 6160 EQUIPMENT CABINET
- ONE (1) ERICSSON B160 BATTERY BACKUP CABINET

FINAL EQUIPMENT CONFIGURATION
- THREE (3) ERICSSON M-MIMO AIR6449 B41 PANEL ANTENNAS
- THREE (3) ERICSSON AIR32 KRD901044-1 B4A/B2P ANTENNAS
- THREE (3) RFS APXVAARR18_43-U-NA20 PANEL ANTENNAS
- THREE (3) MICRODATA MI-54131 AWS/PCS DIPLEXERS
- THREE (3) GENERIC TWIN STYLE 1B AWS TMA'S
- THREE (3) ERICSSON RADIO 4449 B71+B12
- THREE (3) ERICSSON RADIO 4424 B25
- EIGHT (8) 7/8" COAX CABLES
- FOUR (4) 15

8" COAX CABLES
- THREE (3) 3x6 HCS  CABLES
- SIX (6) 6x12 HCS CABLES
- ONE (1) GPS ANTENNA AND ASSOCIATED 1/2" COAX CABLE
- ONE (1) ERICSSON 6160 EQUIPMENT CABINET
- ONE (1) ERICSSON B160 BATTERY BACKUP CABINET
- ONE (1) ERICSSON RBS 6131 EQUIPMENT CABINET
- ONE (1) PURCELL RAC24 CABINET
- ONE (1) NORTHERN TECHNOLOGIES 200A PPC CABINET

EXISTING EQUIPMENT SPACE REQUIREMENTS WILL NOT CHANGE

RF CONFIGURATION
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Photo Simulation from 700' +/- Southwest of Building

Proposed T-Mobile panel antenna
mounted to the penthouse facade.

Proposed cabinets mounted to modified wall
mounted steel frame on existing penthouse

Proposed Radio 4424 B25 mounted to the penthouse
facade & ballast frame on the penthouse roof.
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Wireless Telecommunications Bureau

RADIO STATION AUTHORIZATION 

LICENSEE: 

ATTN: FCC REGULATORY COMPLIANCE
T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC
12920 SE 38TH STREET
BELLEVUE, WA 98006    

T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC

Waivers/Conditions:

Federal Communications Commission

FCC Registration Number (FRN):  0001565449 

REFERENCE COPY
This is not an official FCC license. It is a record of public information contained in the FCC's licensing database on the date that this reference 
copy was generated. In cases where FCC rules require the presentation, posting, or display of an FCC license, this document may not be used 
in place of an official FCC license.

  Call Sign File Number

Radio Service

WQGA731    

AW - AWS (1710-1755 MHz and 
2110-2155 MHz)

Grant Date
11-29-2006

Effective Date
11-30-2017

Expiration Date
11-29-2021

Print Date

Market Number
REA001

Channel Block
D   

Sub-Market Designator
5

Market Name
Northeast

1st Build-out Date 2nd Build-out Date 3rd Build-out Date 4th Build-out Date

This authorization is conditioned upon the licensee, prior to initiating operations from any base or fixed station, making 
reasonable efforts to coordinate frequency usage with known co-channel and adjacent channel incumbent federal users 
operating in the 1710-1755 MHz band whose facilities could be affected by the proposed operations. See, e.g., FCC and NTIA 
Coordination Procedures in the 1710-1755 MHz Band, Public Notice, FCC 06-50, WTB Docket No. 02-353, rel. April 20, 
2006. 

AWS operations must not cause harmful interference across the Canadian or Mexican Border.  The authority granted herein is 
subject to future international agreements with Canada or Mexico, as applicable.

Conditions:
Pursuant to §309(h) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. §309(h), this license is subject to the 
following conditions:  This license shall not vest in the licensee any right to operate the station nor any right in the use of the 
frequencies designated in the license beyond the term thereof nor in any other manner than authorized herein.  Neither the 
license nor the right granted thereunder shall be assigned or otherwise transferred in violation of the Communications Act of 
1934, as amended.  See 47 U.S.C. § 310(d).  This license is subject in terms to the right of use or control conferred by §706 of 
the Communications Act of 1934, as amended.  See 47 U.S.C. §606.

This license may not authorize operation throughout the entire geographic area or spectrum identified on the hardcopy version. 
To view the specific geographic area and spectrum authorized by this license, refer to the Spectrum and Market Area information 
under the Market Tab of the license record in the Universal Licensing System (ULS).  To view the license record, go to the ULS 
homepage at http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home and select �License Search�.  Follow the instructions on how to 
search for license information.  

FCC 601-MB
October 2017Page 1 of 2
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Page 2 of 2

Market Market Name Buildout Deadline Buildout Notification Status

700 MHz Relicensed Area Information:

FCC 601-MB

October 2017

Licensee Name:  T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC

Call Sign: WQGA731   File Number:  Print Date: 
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Wireless Telecommunications Bureau

RADIO STATION AUTHORIZATION 

LICENSEE: 

ATTN: DAN MENSER
T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC
12920 SE 38TH ST.
BELLEVUE, WA 98006    

T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC

Waivers/Conditions:

Federal Communications Commission

FCC Registration Number (FRN):  0001565449 

REFERENCE COPY
This is not an official FCC license. It is a record of public information contained in the FCC's licensing database on the date that this reference 
copy was generated. In cases where FCC rules require the presentation, posting, or display of an FCC license, this document may not be used 
in place of an official FCC license.

  Call Sign File Number

Radio Service

WQGB373    

AW - AWS (1710-1755 MHz and 
2110-2155 MHz)

Grant Date
11-29-2006

Effective Date
11-30-2017

Expiration Date
11-29-2021

Print Date

Market Number
REA001

Channel Block
E   

Sub-Market Designator
11

Market Name
Northeast

1st Build-out Date 2nd Build-out Date 3rd Build-out Date 4th Build-out Date

This authorization is conditioned upon the licensee, prior to initiating operations from any base or fixed station, making 
reasonable efforts to coordinate frequency usage with known co-channel and adjacent channel incumbent federal users 
operating in the 1710-1755 MHz band whose facilities could be affected by the proposed operations. See, e.g., FCC and NTIA 
Coordination Procedures in the 1710-1755 MHz Band, Public Notice, FCC 06-50, WTB Docket No. 02-353, rel. April 20, 
2006. 

Conditions:
Pursuant to §309(h) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. §309(h), this license is subject to the 
following conditions:  This license shall not vest in the licensee any right to operate the station nor any right in the use of the 
frequencies designated in the license beyond the term thereof nor in any other manner than authorized herein.  Neither the 
license nor the right granted thereunder shall be assigned or otherwise transferred in violation of the Communications Act of 
1934, as amended.  See 47 U.S.C. § 310(d).  This license is subject in terms to the right of use or control conferred by §706 of 
the Communications Act of 1934, as amended.  See 47 U.S.C. §606.

This license may not authorize operation throughout the entire geographic area or spectrum identified on the hardcopy version. 
To view the specific geographic area and spectrum authorized by this license, refer to the Spectrum and Market Area information 
under the Market Tab of the license record in the Universal Licensing System (ULS).  To view the license record, go to the ULS 
homepage at http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home and select �License Search�.  Follow the instructions on how to 
search for license information.  

FCC 601-MB
October 2017Page 1 of 3
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Licensee Name: 

Call Sign: File Number:WQGB373    

T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC

Print Date:

The license is subject to compliance with the provisions of the January 12, 2001 Agreement between Deutsche Telekom AG, 
VoiceStream Wireless Corporation, VoiceStream Wireless Holding Corporation and the Department of Justice (DOJ) and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), which addresses national security, law enforcement, and public safety issues of the FBI 
and the DOJ regarding the authority granted by this license. Nothing in the Agreement is intended to limit any obligation 
imposed by Federal lawor regulation including, but not limited to, 47 U.S.C. Section 222(a) and (c)(1) and the FCC's 
implementing regulations.  The Agreement is published at VoiceStream-DT Order, IB Docket No. 00-187, FCC 01-142, 16 
FCC Rcd 9779, 9853 (2001).

AWS operations must not cause harmful interference across the Canadian or Mexican Border.  The authority granted herein is 
subject to future international agreements with Canada or Mexico, as applicable.

FCC 601-MB
October 2017Page 2 of 3
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Market Market Name Buildout Deadline Buildout Notification Status

700 MHz Relicensed Area Information:

FCC 601-MB

October 2017

Licensee Name:  T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC

Call Sign: WQGB373   File Number:  Print Date: 
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Wireless Telecommunications Bureau

RADIO STATION AUTHORIZATION 

LICENSEE: 

ATTN: FCC REGULATORY COMPLIANCE
T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC
12920 SE 38TH STREET
BELLEVUE, WA 98006    

T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC

Waivers/Conditions:

Federal Communications Commission

FCC Registration Number (FRN):  0001565449 

REFERENCE COPY
This is not an official FCC license. It is a record of public information contained in the FCC's licensing database on the date that this reference 
copy was generated. In cases where FCC rules require the presentation, posting, or display of an FCC license, this document may not be used 
in place of an official FCC license.

  Call Sign File Number

Radio Service

WQIZ578    0008577570    

WY - 700 MHz Lower Band (Blocks A, 
B & E)

Grant Date
05-30-2019

Effective Date
05-30-2019

Expiration Date
06-13-2029

Print Date
05-31-2019

Market Number
BEA003

Channel Block
A   

Sub-Market Designator
0

Market Name
Boston-Worcester-Lawrence-Lowe

1st Build-out Date 2nd Build-out Date
06-13-2019

3rd Build-out Date 4th Build-out Date

If the facilities authorized herein are used to provide broadcast operations, whether exclusively or in combination with other 
services, the licensee must seek renewal of the license either within eight years from the commencement of the broadcast 
service or within the term of the license had the broadcast service not been provided, whichever period is shorter in length.  See 
47 CFR §27.13(b). 

License renewal granted on a conditional basis, subject to the outcome of FCC proceeding WT Docket No. 10-112 (see FCC 
10-86, paras. 113 and 126). 

Conditions:
Pursuant to §309(h) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. §309(h), this license is subject to the 
following conditions:  This license shall not vest in the licensee any right to operate the station nor any right in the use of the 
frequencies designated in the license beyond the term thereof nor in any other manner than authorized herein.  Neither the 
license nor the right granted thereunder shall be assigned or otherwise transferred in violation of the Communications Act of 
1934, as amended.  See 47 U.S.C. § 310(d).  This license is subject in terms to the right of use or control conferred by §706 of 
the Communications Act of 1934, as amended.  See 47 U.S.C. §606.

This license may not authorize operation throughout the entire geographic area or spectrum identified on the hardcopy version. 
To view the specific geographic area and spectrum authorized by this license, refer to the Spectrum and Market Area information 
under the Market Tab of the license record in the Universal Licensing System (ULS).  To view the license record, go to the ULS 
homepage at http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home and select �License Search�.  Follow the instructions on how to 
search for license information.  

FCC 601-MB
October 2017Page 1 of 2
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Market Market Name Buildout Deadline Buildout Notification Status

700 MHz Relicensed Area Information:

FCC 601-MB

October 2017

Licensee Name:  T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC

Call Sign: WQIZ578   File Number:  0008577570    Print Date: 05-31-2019
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Wireless Telecommunications Bureau

RADIO STATION AUTHORIZATION 

LICENSEE: 

ATTN: KATHLEEN O'BRIEN HAM
T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC
12920 SE 38TH STREET
BELLEVUE, WA 98006    

T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC

Waivers/Conditions:

Federal Communications Commission

FCC Registration Number (FRN):  0001565449 

REFERENCE COPY
This is not an official FCC license. It is a record of public information contained in the FCC's licensing database on the date that this reference 
copy was generated. In cases where FCC rules require the presentation, posting, or display of an FCC license, this document may not be used 
in place of an official FCC license.

  Call Sign File Number

Radio Service

WQPZ969    

AW - AWS (1710-1755 MHz and 
2110-2155 MHz)

Grant Date
08-23-2012

Effective Date
03-12-2014

Expiration Date
11-29-2021

Print Date

Market Number
REA001

Channel Block
F   

Sub-Market Designator
9

Market Name
Northeast

1st Build-out Date 2nd Build-out Date 3rd Build-out Date 4th Build-out Date

This authorization is conditioned upon the licensee, prior to initiating operations from any base or fixed station, making 
reasonable efforts to coordinate frequency usage with known co-channel and adjacent channel incumbent federal users 
operating in the 1710-1755 MHz band whose facilities could be affected by the proposed operations. See, e.g., FCC and NTIA 
Coordination Procedures in the 1710-1755 MHz Band, Public Notice, FCC 06-50, WTB Docket No. 02-353, rel. April 20, 
2006. 

AWS operations must not cause harmful interference across the Canadian or Mexican Border.  The authority granted herein is 
subject to future international agreements with Canada or Mexico, as applicable.

Conditions:
Pursuant to §309(h) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. §309(h), this license is subject to the 
following conditions:  This license shall not vest in the licensee any right to operate the station nor any right in the use of the 
frequencies designated in the license beyond the term thereof nor in any other manner than authorized herein.  Neither the 
license nor the right granted thereunder shall be assigned or otherwise transferred in violation of the Communications Act of 
1934, as amended.  See 47 U.S.C. § 310(d).  This license is subject in terms to the right of use or control conferred by §706 of 
the Communications Act of 1934, as amended.  See 47 U.S.C. §606.

This license may not authorize operation throughout the entire geographic area or spectrum identified on the hardcopy version. 
To view the specific geographic area and spectrum authorized by this license, refer to the Spectrum and Market Area information 
under the Market Tab of the license record in the Universal Licensing System (ULS).  To view the license record, go to the ULS 
homepage at http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home and select �License Search�.  Follow the instructions on how to 
search for license information.  

FCC 601-MB
October 2017Page 1 of 2
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Market Market Name Buildout Deadline Buildout Notification Status

700 MHz Relicensed Area Information:

FCC 601-MB

October 2017

Licensee Name:  T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC

Call Sign: WQPZ969   File Number:  Print Date: 
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Wireless Telecommunications Bureau

RADIO STATION AUTHORIZATION 

LICENSEE: 

T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC
12920 SE 38TH STREET
BELLEVUE, WA 98006    

T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC

Waivers/Conditions:

Federal Communications Commission

FCC Registration Number (FRN):  0001565449 

REFERENCE COPY
This is not an official FCC license. It is a record of public information contained in the FCC's licensing database on the date that this reference 
copy was generated. In cases where FCC rules require the presentation, posting, or display of an FCC license, this document may not be used 
in place of an official FCC license.

  Call Sign File Number

Radio Service

WQZL852    

WT - 600 MHz Band

Grant Date
06-14-2017

Effective Date
06-15-2017

Expiration Date
06-14-2029

Print Date

Market Number
PEA007

Channel Block
B   

Sub-Market Designator
0

Market Name
Boston, MA

1st Build-out Date 2nd Build-out Date
06-14-2023 06-14-2029

3rd Build-out Date 4th Build-out Date

NONE

Conditions:
Pursuant to §309(h) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. §309(h), this license is subject to the 
following conditions:  This license shall not vest in the licensee any right to operate the station nor any right in the use of the 
frequencies designated in the license beyond the term thereof nor in any other manner than authorized herein.  Neither the 
license nor the right granted thereunder shall be assigned or otherwise transferred in violation of the Communications Act of 
1934, as amended.  See 47 U.S.C. § 310(d).  This license is subject in terms to the right of use or control conferred by §706 of 
the Communications Act of 1934, as amended.  See 47 U.S.C. §606.

This license may not authorize operation throughout the entire geographic area or spectrum identified on the hardcopy version. 
To view the specific geographic area and spectrum authorized by this license, refer to the Spectrum and Market Area information 
under the Market Tab of the license record in the Universal Licensing System (ULS).  To view the license record, go to the ULS 
homepage at http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home and select �License Search�.  Follow the instructions on how to 
search for license information.  

FCC 601-MB
October 2017Page 1 of 2
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Market Market Name Buildout Deadline Buildout Notification Status

700 MHz Relicensed Area Information:

FCC 601-MB

October 2017

Licensee Name:  T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC

Call Sign: WQZL852   File Number:  Print Date: 
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Wireless Telecommunications Bureau

RADIO STATION AUTHORIZATION 

LICENSEE: 

T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC
12920 SE 38TH STREET
BELLEVUE, WA 98006    

T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC

Waivers/Conditions:

Federal Communications Commission

FCC Registration Number (FRN):  0001565449 

REFERENCE COPY
This is not an official FCC license. It is a record of public information contained in the FCC's licensing database on the date that this reference 
copy was generated. In cases where FCC rules require the presentation, posting, or display of an FCC license, this document may not be used 
in place of an official FCC license.

  Call Sign File Number

Radio Service

WQZL853    

WT - 600 MHz Band

Grant Date
06-14-2017

Effective Date
06-15-2017

Expiration Date
06-14-2029

Print Date

Market Number
PEA007

Channel Block
C   

Sub-Market Designator
0

Market Name
Boston, MA

1st Build-out Date 2nd Build-out Date
06-14-2023 06-14-2029

3rd Build-out Date 4th Build-out Date

NONE

Conditions:
Pursuant to §309(h) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. §309(h), this license is subject to the 
following conditions:  This license shall not vest in the licensee any right to operate the station nor any right in the use of the 
frequencies designated in the license beyond the term thereof nor in any other manner than authorized herein.  Neither the 
license nor the right granted thereunder shall be assigned or otherwise transferred in violation of the Communications Act of 
1934, as amended.  See 47 U.S.C. § 310(d).  This license is subject in terms to the right of use or control conferred by §706 of 
the Communications Act of 1934, as amended.  See 47 U.S.C. §606.

This license may not authorize operation throughout the entire geographic area or spectrum identified on the hardcopy version. 
To view the specific geographic area and spectrum authorized by this license, refer to the Spectrum and Market Area information 
under the Market Tab of the license record in the Universal Licensing System (ULS).  To view the license record, go to the ULS 
homepage at http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home and select �License Search�.  Follow the instructions on how to 
search for license information.  

FCC 601-MB
October 2017Page 1 of 2
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700 MHz Relicensed Area Information:

FCC 601-MB

October 2017

Licensee Name:  T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC

Call Sign: WQZL853   File Number:  Print Date: 
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Wireless Telecommunications Bureau

RADIO STATION AUTHORIZATION 

LICENSEE: 

ATTN: FCC REGULATORY COMPLIANCE
T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC
12920 SE 38TH ST.
BELLEVUE, WA 98006    

T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC

Waivers/Conditions:

Federal Communications Commission

FCC Registration Number (FRN):  0001565449 

REFERENCE COPY
This is not an official FCC license. It is a record of public information contained in the FCC's licensing database on the date that this reference 
copy was generated. In cases where FCC rules require the presentation, posting, or display of an FCC license, this document may not be used 
in place of an official FCC license.

  Call Sign File Number

Radio Service

WRAM889    0008585885    

CW - PCS Broadband

Grant Date
05-30-2019

Effective Date
05-30-2019

Expiration Date
06-30-2029

Print Date
05-31-2019

Market Number
BTA201

Channel Block
C   

Sub-Market Designator
4

Market Name
Hyannis, MA

1st Build-out Date 2nd Build-out Date 3rd Build-out Date 4th Build-out Date

This authorization is subject to the condition that, in the event that systems using the same frequencies as granted herein are 
authorized in an adjacent foreign territory (Canada/United States), future coordination of any base station transmitters within 72 
km (45 miles) of the United States/Canada border shall be required to eliminate any harmful interference to operations in the 
adjacent foreign territory and to ensure continuance of equal access to the frequencies by both countries.    

License renewal granted on a conditional basis, subject to the outcome of FCC proceeding WT Docket No. 10-112 (see FCC 
10-86, paras. 113 and 126). 

Conditions:
Pursuant to §309(h) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. §309(h), this license is subject to the 
following conditions:  This license shall not vest in the licensee any right to operate the station nor any right in the use of the 
frequencies designated in the license beyond the term thereof nor in any other manner than authorized herein.  Neither the 
license nor the right granted thereunder shall be assigned or otherwise transferred in violation of the Communications Act of 
1934, as amended.  See 47 U.S.C. § 310(d).  This license is subject in terms to the right of use or control conferred by §706 of 
the Communications Act of 1934, as amended.  See 47 U.S.C. §606.

This license may not authorize operation throughout the entire geographic area or spectrum identified on the hardcopy version. 
To view the specific geographic area and spectrum authorized by this license, refer to the Spectrum and Market Area information 
under the Market Tab of the license record in the Universal Licensing System (ULS).  To view the license record, go to the ULS 
homepage at http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home and select �License Search�.  Follow the instructions on how to 
search for license information.  

FCC 601-MB
October 2017Page 1 of 3
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Licensee Name: 

Call Sign: File Number:WRAM889    0008585885    

T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC

05-31-2019Print Date:

Spectrum Lease associated with this license.  See Spectrum Leasing Arrangement Letter dated 07/27/2004 and File No. 
0001765259.

FCC 601-MB
October 2017Page 2 of 3
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Licensee Name:  T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC

Call Sign: WRAM889   File Number:  0008585885    Print Date: 05-31-2019
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RADIO STATION AUTHORIZATION 

LICENSEE: 

ATTN: FCC REGULATORY COMPLIANCE
T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC
12920 S.E. 38TH STREET
BELLEVUE, WA 98006    

T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC

Waivers/Conditions:

Federal Communications Commission

FCC Registration Number (FRN):  0001565449 

REFERENCE COPY
This is not an official FCC license. It is a record of public information contained in the FCC's licensing database on the date that this reference 
copy was generated. In cases where FCC rules require the presentation, posting, or display of an FCC license, this document may not be used 
in place of an official FCC license.

  Call Sign File Number

Radio Service

KNLH311    0007725350    

CW - PCS Broadband

Grant Date
06-08-2017

Effective Date
06-08-2017

Expiration Date
06-27-2027

Print Date
06-09-2017

Market Number
BTA201

Channel Block
D   

Sub-Market Designator
0

Market Name
Hyannis, MA

1st Build-out Date 2nd Build-out Date
06-27-2002

3rd Build-out Date 4th Build-out Date

This authorization is subject to the condition that, in the event that systems using the same frequencies as granted herein are 
authorized in an adjacent foreign territory (Canada/United States), future coordination of any base station transmitters within 72 
km (45 miles) of the United States/Canada border shall be required to eliminate any harmful interference to operations in the 
adjacent foreign territory and to ensure continuance of equal access to the frequencies by both countries.    

License renewal granted on a conditional basis, subject to the outcome of FCC proceeding WT Docket No. 10-112 (see FCC 
10-86, paras. 113 and 126). 

Conditions:
Pursuant to §309(h) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. §309(h), this license is subject to the 
following conditions:  This license shall not vest in the licensee any right to operate the station nor any right in the use of the 
frequencies designated in the license beyond the term thereof nor in any other manner than authorized herein.  Neither the 
license nor the right granted thereunder shall be assigned or otherwise transferred in violation of the Communications Act of 
1934, as amended.  See 47 U.S.C. § 310(d).  This license is subject in terms to the right of use or control conferred by §706 of 
the Communications Act of 1934, as amended.  See 47 U.S.C. §606.

This license may not authorize operation throughout the entire geographic area or spectrum identified on the hardcopy version. 
To view the specific geographic area and spectrum authorized by this license, refer to the Spectrum and Market Area information 
under the Market Tab of the license record in the Universal Licensing System (ULS).  To view the license record, go to the ULS 
homepage at http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home and select �License Search�.  Follow the instructions on how to 
search for license information.  

FCC 601-MB
October 2017Page 1 of 3
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Licensee Name: 

Call Sign: File Number:KNLH311    0007725350    

T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC

06-09-2017Print Date:

This authorization is subject to the condition that the remaining balance of the winning bid amount will be paid in accordance 
with Part 1 of the Commission's rules, 47 C.F.R. Part 1.

FCC 601-MB
October 2017Page 2 of 3
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Licensee Name:  T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC

Call Sign: KNLH311   File Number:  0007725350    Print Date: 06-09-2017
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Wireless Telecommunications Bureau

RADIO STATION AUTHORIZATION 

LICENSEE: 

ATTN: FCC REGULATORY COMPLIANCE
T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC
12920 SE 38TH ST.
BELLEVUE, WA 98006    

T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC

Waivers/Conditions:

Federal Communications Commission

FCC Registration Number (FRN):  0001565449 

REFERENCE COPY
This is not an official FCC license. It is a record of public information contained in the FCC's licensing database on the date that this reference 
copy was generated. In cases where FCC rules require the presentation, posting, or display of an FCC license, this document may not be used 
in place of an official FCC license.

  Call Sign File Number

Radio Service

WPOJ753    0008585870    

CW - PCS Broadband

Grant Date
05-30-2019

Effective Date
05-30-2019

Expiration Date
06-30-2029

Print Date
05-31-2019

Market Number
BTA229

Channel Block
C   

Sub-Market Designator
3

Market Name
Kingsport-Johnston City, TN-Br

1st Build-out Date 2nd Build-out Date
06-30-2004

3rd Build-out Date 4th Build-out Date

This authorization is subject to the condition that, in the event that systems using the same frequencies as granted herein are 
authorized in an adjacent foreign territory (Canada/United States), future coordination of any base station transmitters within 72 
km (45 miles) of the United States/Canada border shall be required to eliminate any harmful interference to operations in the 
adjacent foreign territory and to ensure continuance of equal access to the frequencies by both countries.    

License renewal granted on a conditional basis, subject to the outcome of FCC proceeding WT Docket No. 10-112 (see FCC 
10-86, paras. 113 and 126). 

Conditions:
Pursuant to §309(h) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. §309(h), this license is subject to the 
following conditions:  This license shall not vest in the licensee any right to operate the station nor any right in the use of the 
frequencies designated in the license beyond the term thereof nor in any other manner than authorized herein.  Neither the 
license nor the right granted thereunder shall be assigned or otherwise transferred in violation of the Communications Act of 
1934, as amended.  See 47 U.S.C. § 310(d).  This license is subject in terms to the right of use or control conferred by §706 of 
the Communications Act of 1934, as amended.  See 47 U.S.C. §606.

This license may not authorize operation throughout the entire geographic area or spectrum identified on the hardcopy version. 
To view the specific geographic area and spectrum authorized by this license, refer to the Spectrum and Market Area information 
under the Market Tab of the license record in the Universal Licensing System (ULS).  To view the license record, go to the ULS 
homepage at http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/index.htm?job=home and select �License Search�.  Follow the instructions on how to 
search for license information.  

FCC 601-MB
October 2017Page 1 of 2
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Licensee Name:  T-MOBILE LICENSE LLC

Call Sign: WPOJ753   File Number:  0008585870    Print Date: 05-31-2019
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City of Cambridge 
MASSACHUSETTS 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEAL 

831 Mass Avenue, Cambridge, MA. 
(617) 349-6100 

Omnipoint Communications, Inc. 
C/o Peter Cooke ·~uG o 9 zooo 50 Vision Blvd. 
E. Providence, Rl 02914 

Case No. 9306 

Dear: Mr. Cooke, 

We enclose the decision of the Board of Zoning Appeal as it pertains to the premises located at 
1221 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, Mass. 

A copy of this decision has been filed with office of the City Clerk, this date. When twenty days have passed 
you MUST: 

I. HAVE THJS DECISION COMPLETED AND SIGNED BY THE CITY CLERK, CITY 
HALL 795 Mass Avenue, Cambridge-;-Ma. (In the space provided on the decision) 

2. FILE THE DECISION WITH THE REGISTRY OF DEEDS 
Middlesex County Courthouse, 208 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, MA. (There is usually a 
fee, payable to the Registry of Deeds, and the book and page number is required by the 
Registry). 

3. SUPPLY THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEAL WITH DOCUMENTATION OF SUCH 
FILING - (with the Registry of Deeds). 

• THE DIVISION OF INSPECTIONAL SERVICES WILL NOT ISSUE BUILDING PERMITS 
• UNLESS TI-lE ABOVE ITEMS HAVE BEEN COMPLETED. 

Any person aggrieved by a decision ofthc Board of Zoning Appeal may appeal to the Superior Court or Land 
Court. Appeals, if any, shall be made pursuant to Section 17, Chapter 40A, Massachusetts General Laws and 
sh:i!l be filed within twenty days of the above date, and a copy thereof shall be fil ed w;t!-1 the Cambridge Ci~y 
Clerk's office by that same date. 

Section I 0.35 of the Zoning Ordinances: 
If the rights authorized by a variance are not exercised within one year of th e date of granting of such variance 
(two years for a special permit), they shall lapse and may be reestablished only after notice and new hearing 
pursuant to this Section I 0.30. 



CASE NO: 

LOCATION: 

PETITIONER: 

PETITION: 

VIOLATIONS: 

City of Cambridge 
MASSACHUSETTS 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEAL 

831 Mass Avenue, Cambridge, MA. 
I ZOOb AUG -q A IQ: 55 I 

(617) 349-6100 (WfiCf flf 111r (If ( CLf:HK 

9306 

1221 Cambridge Street 
Cambridge, MA 

Omnipoint Communications Inc. 
C/o Peter Cooke 

.. CAt1ilf<IUGl. H/\SSACHUSt f IS 

Business A Zone 

Special Pennit: Modification of existing wireless communication facility 
to allow for relocation of one antenna array. 

Art. 4.000, Sec. 4.32.G (Telecommunication Facility). 

DATE OF PUBLIC NOTICE: June 2 & 9, 2006 

DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING: June 22, 2006 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD: 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS: 

THOMAS SIENIEWICZ- CHAIR 
JENNIFER PINCK- VICE CHAIR 
SUSAN SPURLOCK 
KEEFE B. CLEMONS 
CONSTANTINE ALEXANDER 

BRENDAN SULLIVAN 
CHRISTOPHER CHAN 
PAUL D. GRIFFIN 
EDWARD W. WAYLAND 
TIMOTHY HUGHES 
STACYJHON THOMAS 

Members of the Board of Zoning Appeal heard testimony and viewed materials submitted 
regarding the above request for relief from the requirements of the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance. 
The Board is familiar with the location of the petitioner's property, the layout and other 
characteristics as well as the surrounding district. 



Case No. 9306 
Location: 1221 Cambridge Street 
Petitioner: Omnipoint Communications Inc. c/o Peter Cooke 

On June 22, 2006, Petitioner Peter Cooke appeared before the Board of Zoning 
Appeal requesting a special permit to modify the existing wireless 
communications facility to allow for the relocation of one antenna array. The 
Petitioner submitted plans and photographs. 

Mr. Cooke stated that there existed a previously granted special permit for a 
telecommunications site at the property and that the proposal was to relocate one 
antennae. He stated that this relocation would solve a coverage problem. He 
stated that the antennae would be painted to camouflage it. 

Jacqueline Schwmiz, a tenant in the building, reviewed the plans without 
comment. The Chair noted that the proposed modification would not intensify the 
use at this site. 

After discussion, the Chair moved that the Board grant the special permit based on 
findings consistent with previous findings made by the Board in the previous 
special permit case #7540 where the curr-ent proposed modification shows 
attempts to camouflage it at the roofline and where the impact on the community 
is no more than exists today. The Chair moved that, based on those findings, the 
Board grant the special permit on the following conditions: . 

1. that the work be in approximate conformance with drawings submitted in 
support of the application, entitled Job No. 4DE-7031B, consisting of 
Sheets Tl, Al, A2, A3, and dated the 29th of September 2000, with a 
revision date of the 11th of January 2006, entitled Zoning File, and 

2. that, should the equipment be abandoned or the lease expire at the 
location, it be removed from the location. 

The five member Board voted unanimously in favor of granting the special permit 
(Sieniewicz, Spurlock, Sullivan, Alexander, and Thomas) with the above 
conditions. Therefore, the special permit is granted. 

The Board based its decision upon the above findings and upon the following: 
1) The meeting of the requirements of the Ordinance; 
2) Traffic generated or patterns of access or egress would not cause congestion, 

hazard, or substantia] change in the established neighborhood character; 
3) The continued operation of or the develepment of adjacent uses-as permi-tted in 

the Ordinance would not be adversely affected by the nature of the proposed 
uses: 



4) Nuisance or hazard would not be created to the detriment of the health, safety 
and /or welfare of the occupants of the proposed use; 

5) The proposed use would not impair the integrity of the district or adjoining 
district or otherwise derogate from the Ordinance, and in fact would be a 
significant improvement to the structure and benefit the neighborhood, and; 

6) The new use or building construction is not inconsistent with the Urban Design 
Objectives set forth in Section 19.30 of the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance. 

The Board of Zoning Appeal is empowered to waive local zoning regulations 
only. Tllis decision therefore does not relieve the petitioner in any way from the 
duty to comply with local ordinances and regulation of the other local agencies, 
including, but not linlited to the Historical Commission, License Comnlission 
and/or compliance with requirements pursuant to the Building Code and other 
applicable codes. 

i 

~~ 
Thomas Sieniewicz, Chair 

Twenty days have elapsed since the filing of this decision. 

No appeal has been filed _____________ _ 

Appeal has been filed and dismissed or denied. 

Date: ------------- City Clerk. 



City of ·Cambridge 
MASSACHUSETTS 

BOARD OF ZONING APPR.\L 

831 Mass Avenue, Cambridge, MA. 
(617) 349-6100 

NOTICE OF DECISION 

DECISION FILED WITH THE OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK ON 
AUG 0 9 2006 

---

Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Board of Zoning Appeal may appeal to the Superior 
Comi or Land Court. Appeals, if any, shall be made pursuant to Section 17, Chapter 40A, 
Massachusetts General Laws and shall be filed within twenty calendar days from the ~.QYt': da~, 
and a copy thereof shall be filed with the Cambridge City Clerk's office by that same date. 

PREMISES: 

PETITIONER: 

PETITION: 

DECISION: 

CASE NO: 

1221 Cambridge Street 
Cambridge, MA 

Omnipoint Communications Inc. 
C/o Peter Cooke 

Special Permit: Modification of existing wireless communication 
facility to allow for relocation of one antenna array. 

GRANTED WI CONDITIONS 

9306 

*For full details, please refer to the decision available at Inspectional Services Dept. 



~~~ ~ . 

CASE NO: 

LOCATION: 

u L-Vv\JI/'> 
~ 

PETITIONER: 

PETITT OK: 

VIOLATION: 

City of Cambridge 
MASSACHUSETTS 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEAL 

831 Mass Avenue, Cambridge, MA. 
.) 

(617) 349-6100 .,_-: :· .>;·,·: .;ci'YCIE 
" "' - · RK 

. ·~ <, : ;A S S 4C~IUSETrs 

10325 

/ 

1221 Cambridge Street Business A Zone 
Cambridge, MA 

V\M_f\-1\..J C~T LLL-- ll~l~lllll~f~~~~~-l~l~lllllll/ll / 

T-Mobile ·ortheast, LLC 
C/o Jackie Slaga, Agent Bk 60778 Pg: 22 Don: DECIS 

Pnge: 1 o f 3 12/19/20 12 0":29 PM 

Special Permit: In-kind replacement of existing 6 antennas with new 
antennas; addition of 1 small footprint cabinet adjacent to existing 
cabinets. All antennas will be mounted in the same location and painted 
to match fas:ade of building. 

Art. 4.000, Sec. 4.32.G . l & 4.10 (Footnote 49) (Telecommunication 
Facility). Art. 10.000, Sec. 10.40 (Special Permit). 

DATE OF PUBLIC NOTICE: September 13 & 20, 2012 

DATE OF PUBLIC HEARl G: 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD: 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS: 

September 27,2012 

BRENDAN SULLIVAN - CHAIR v" 
CO TST ANTINE ALEXANDER - VICE-CHAIR 
TIMOTHY HUGHES 
THOMAS SCOTI 

tv1AHMOOD R. FIROUZBAKHT 
DOUGLAS MYERS 
SLATER W. ANDERSO 1 

TADHE ER 
JANETGREE 
ANDREA A. HICKEY 
KEVIN C. MeA VEY 

../ 
./ 
,/ 

/ 

Members of the Board of Zoning Appeal heard testimony and viewed materials submitted 
regarding the above request for relief from the requirements of the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance. 
The Board is familiar with the location of the petitioner's property, the layout and other 
characteristics as well as the sun·ounding district. 1 . 1 t? :rl- _. 

\/__ "2. \ C~VJvtc:.\~ 

o~~)IL ~ ( l IvY-\ 



Case No. 
Location: 
Petitioner: 

10325 
1221 Cambridge Street 
T-Mobile NE, LLC c/o Jackie Slaga 

On September 27, 2012, Petitioner's attorney Ricardo Sousa appeared before the 
Board of Zoning Appeal requesting a special permit in order to replace six existing 
antermas with new antennas mounted in the same location \Vith low profile mounts 
and painted to match the fa<;ade and to add one small footprint cabinet. The 
Petitioner requested relief from Article 4, Section 4.32.0.1 of the Cambridge 
Zoning Ordinance ("Ordinance .. ). The Petitioner submitted application materials 
including information about the project, plans, and photographs. 

Mr. Sousa stated that the Petitioner wished to upgrade its existing specially 
permitted \dreless facility as part of a system wide upgrade. He stated that nev./ 
antennas \Vould simply replace existing ones and that everything would be painted 
so as to reduce visual impacts, and that the there would he at least a one foot 
clearance from the top ofthe roofline to the top of the antennae. He also agreed 
to replace the pole mounts with low profile mounts. He stated that there was an 
increasing need for more coverage. He stated that the Petitioner was FCC 
licensed. 

The Chair stated that this installation was not in a residential zoning district. The 
Chair also stated that should the Petitioner later wish to replace or upgrade its 
equipment that it return to the Board. The Chair asked if anyone \Vi shed to be 
heard on the matter, no one indicated such. 

After discussion, the Chair moved that the Board grant the special permit for relief 
in order to replace six existing antennas with nev./ antennas mounted in the same 
location and painted to match the fa<;ade and to add one small footprint cabinet 
based on the finding that the requirements ofthe Ordinance \Verc met. The Chair 
moved that the Board find that traffic generated and patterns of access and egress 
would not cause congestion, hazard or substantial change in the established 
neighborhood character. The Chair moved that the Board find that there was an 
existing telecommunications facility on the building, which had not created any 
deleterious effects. The Chair moved that the Board find that the continued 
operation of or development of adjacent uses as permitted under the Ordinance 
would not be adversely afTected, but would rather be enhanced by the upgraded 
equipment. The Chair moved that the Board find that there ·would not be any 
nuisance or hazard created to the detriment ofthc health, safety or welhu·e of the 
occupants of the proposed usc or to the citizens of the city, and that the proposed 
use would not impair the integrity of the district or adjoining districts, or otherwise 
derogate from the intent and purpose of the Ordinance. The Chair moved that the 



Board grant the special permit on the condition that the work be performed as per 
the photo simulations and plans submitted. 

The five member Board voted unanimously in favor of granting the special permit 
(Sullivan, Green, Myers, Anderson, and Firouzbakht) with the above condition. 
Therefore, the special permit is granted. 

The Board based its decision upon all the information presented, the above 
findings and upon the following: 
1) The meeting of the requirements of the Ordinance; 
2) Trame generated or patterns of access or egress \Vould not cause congestion, 

hazard, or substantial change in the established neighborhood character; 
3) The continued operation of or the development of adjacent uses as permitted in 

the Ordinance would not be adversely affected by the nature of the proposed 
uses; 

4) Nuisance or hazard would not be created to the detriment of the health, safety 
and /or wei fare of the occupants of the proposed usc; 

5) The proposed use \Vould not impair the integrity of the district or adjoining 
district or othenvise derogate from the Ordinance, and in fact would be a 
significant improvement lo the structure and benefit the neighborhood, and; 

6) The new usc or building construction is not inconsistent \Vith the Urban Design 
Objectives set forth in Section 19.30 of the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance. 

The Board ot'Zoning Appeal is empmvcred to waive local zoning regulations 
only. This decision therefore does not relieve the petitioner in any way from the 
duty to comply with local ordinances and regulations of the other local agencies, 
including, but not limited to the Historical Commission, License Commission 
and/or compliance with requirements pursuant to the Building Code and other 
applicable codes. 

Attest: A true and correct copy of decision filed \Vith the offi~cs of the City Clerk 
and Planning Board on _)/·J.!/ / 1' by.)/!::/ '•r / •'r:f/rl {/ (1,/ ___ , Clerk. 

Twenty days hav·e elapsed since th)filing of this decision. 

No appeal has been 1iled V . 

App~;1~s been ?filed .. a. n. d dismissed .... o. r denied. . . . . . ... 

Dc~ntJetJ.tl, 10l ~--. .. ~{UJ'!!M~_QJ,~ __ City Clerk. 
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CASE NO: BZA-011008-2016 

LOCATION: 1221 Cambridge St 
Cambridge, MA 02139 

Business A Zone 

PETITIONER: T-Mobile Northeast LLC - C/0 Ricardo M. Sousa, Esq. 

PETITION: Special Permit: To modify its existing Wireless Telecommunications Facility by 
collocating three (3) new L700 antennas on the existing building , together with 
supporting equipment. All three (3) proposed antennas wili be facade mounted to the 
existing building, adjacent to the existing antennas and painted to match the existing 
building. All work will be done pursuant to the plans provided herein. The Applicants 
proposal complies with Section 6409 of the Spectrum Act as the collocation of 
antennas is not a substantial change to the existing base station. Moreover, the 
Applicants proposal complies with Section 4.32 and 10.4 of the Cambridge Zoning 
Code. 

VIOLATION: 

Article 4.000 Section 4.32.G.1 (Telecommunications Facility). ------
Article 4.000 section 4.40 (Footnote 49) (Telecommunication Facility) . 

Article 6409 Section Middle Class Tax Relief & Job Creation Act. 

Article 10.000 section 10.40 (Special Permit). 

DATE OF PUBLIC NOTICE: August 11 & 18, 2016 

DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING: August 25, 2016; September 29, 2016; 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD: 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS : 

CONSTANTINE ALEXANDER -CHAIR 

BRENDAN SULLIVAN - VICE-CHAIR 
JANET 0. GREEN 
PATRICK TEDESCO 
ANDREA A. HICKEY 

DOUGLAS MYERS 
SLATER W. ANDERSON 
ALISON HAMMER 
JIM MONTEVERDE 
GEORGE BEST 

LAURA WERNICK 

Members of the Board of Zoning Appeal heard testimony and viewed materials submitted regarding the 
above request for relief from the requirements of the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance. The Board is familiar 
with the location of the petitioner's property, the layout and other characteristics as well as the surrounding 
district. 



Case No. 
Location: 
Petitioner: 

BZA-0 11008-2016 
1221 Cambridge St.reet 
T-Mobile Northeast LLC c/o Ricardo Sousa, Esq. 

On September 29, 2016, Petitioner's attorney Daniel Glissman appeared before the Board 
of Zoning Appeal requesting a special penn it in order to modifY its existing wireless 
telecommunications facility by collocating three new L 700 antennas on the existing 
building, together with suppmiing equipment, where all three proposed antennas will be 
facade mounted to the existing building, adjacent to the existing antennas and painted to 
match the existing building. The Petitioner requested relief under Article 4, Section 
4.32.G.J and A1iicle 10, Section 10.40 of the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance 
("Ordinance") and Section 6409 of the Middle Class Tax Relief & Job Creation Act. The 
Petitioner submitted materials in support of their application including infonnation about 
the project, plans, and photographs. 

Mr. Glissman stated that as part of a system wide upgrade, the Petitioner wished to add 
three new antennas to an existing telecommunications site. He stated that the plan had 
been revised in response to Planning Board suggestions. He stated that the Petitioner was 
FCC licensed. 

The Chair asked if anyone wished to be heard on the mater, no one indicated such. The 
Chair read a letter of support from the Planning Board. 

After discussion, the Chair moved that the Board make the following findings based upon 
the application materials submitted and all evidence before the Board and that based upon 
the findings the Board grant the requested relief as described in the Petitioner's submitted 
materials and the evidence before the Board: that the Board find that the requirements of 
the Ordinance could not be met without a Special Permit sought; that the Board find that 
traffic generated or patterns of access or egress would not cause congestion, hazard, or 
substantial change in established neighborhood character; that the Board find that the 
continued operation of or development of adjacent uses as pennitted in the Ordinance 
would not be adversely aficctcd by the nature of the proposed use; that the Board find 
that no nuisance or hazard would be created to the detriment of the health, safety, and/or 
welfare ofthe occupants of the proposed usc or the citizens of the City; that the Board 
find that what was being proposed would not impair the integrity of the district or 
adjoining district or otherwise derogate from the intent and purpose of the Ordinance; and 
that the Board find that the proposed modification ofthe petitioner's existing 
telecommunication facility would not substantially change the physical dimensions of the 
existing wireless tower or base station at such facility within the meaning ofthe Section 
6409(a) ofThc Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of2012, also known as 
The Spectnun Act. 



The Chair further moved that based upon all the infonnation presented the Board grant 
the requested relief as described in the Petitioner's submitted materials and the evidence 
before the Board on the following conditions: 

1. that the work proceed in accordance with plans submitted by the petitioner, dated 
8/22/16, as initialed by the Chair, 

2. that upon completion ofthc work, the physical appearance and visual impact of 
the proposed work be consistent with the photo simulations submitted by the 
petitioner, as initialed by the Chair, 

3. that the petitioner at all times maintain the proposed work so that its physical 
appearance and visual impact remain consistent with the photo simulations 
previously referred to, 

4. that should the petitioner cease to utilize the equipment approved tonight for a 
continuous period of six months or more, it promptly thereafter remove such 
equipment and restore the building on which it was located to its prior condition 
and appearance to an extent reasonably practicable, 

5. that the petitioner continue to comply with the conditions imposed by the Board 
with respect to previous Special Permits granted to the petitioner with regard to 
the site in question, 

6. that inasmuch as the health effects of the transmission of electromagnetic energy 
waves is a matter of ongoing societal concern and scientific study, the Special 
Permit is also subject to the following conditions: 

A. that the petitioner shall file \Vith the Inspectional Services Department 
each report it files with the federal authorities regarding electromagnetic 
energy wave emissions emanating from all of the petitioner's equipment 
on the site. Each such report shall be filed with the Inspectional 
Services Department no later than ten business days after the report has 
been filed with the federal authorities. Failure to timely file any such 
report with the lnspectional Services Department shall ipso facto 
terminate the Special Permit granted tonight. 

B. that in the event that at any time federal authorities notify the petitioner 
that its equipment on the site, including, but not limited to the special 
permit granted tonight, fails to comply with the requirements of law or 
governmental regulations, whether with regard to the emissions of 
electromagnetic energy waves or otherwise, the petitioner, within ten 
business days of receipt of such notification of such failure, shall file 
with the lnspectional Services Department a report disclosing in 
reasonable detail that such failure has occurred and the basis for such 
claimed failure. The special permit shall ipso facto terminate if any of 
the petitioner's federal licenses are suspended, revoked, or tc1minated. 

C. that to the extent a special permit has tenninated pursuant to the 
foregoing paragraphs A and B, the petitioner may apply to this Board 
for a new special permit provided that the public notice containing such 
application discloses in reasonable detail that the application has been 



filed because of a termination of the special pem1it pursuant to 
paragraphs A orB above. Any such new application shall not be 
deemed a repetitive petition and therefore will not be subject to the two­
year period during which repetitive petitions may not be filed. 

D. that within ten business days after receipt of a Building Permit for 
installation of equipment subject to this petition, the petitioner shall file 
with the lnspectional Services Department a sworn Affidavit ofthe 
person in charge of the installation of equipment by the petitioner of the 
geographical area that includes Cambridge. Stating that A, he or she 
has such responsibility, and B that the equipment being installed 
pursuant to the special permit will comply with all federal safety rules 
and will be situated and maintained in locations with appropriate 
bmTicades and other protections, such that individuals, including nearby 
residents and occupants of nearby structures, will be sufficiently 
protected from excessive radio frequency radiation under federal law. 

The five member Board voted unanimously in favor of granting the special pennit 
with the above conditions (Alexander, Sullivan, Green, Hickey, and Tedesco). 
Therefore, the special pennit is granted as conditioned. 

The Board of Zoning Appeal is empowered to waive local zoning regulations only. This 
decision therefore does not relieve the petitioner in any way from the duty to comply with 
local ordinances and regulations of the other local agencies, including, but not limited to 
the Historical Commission, License Commission and/or compliance with requirements 
pursuant to the Building Code and other applicable codes. 

Attest.: A true and corre~t c?_p;,;of decisio'f-iled vdth .th~. C)fficespf.' tl1e ~ity Clerk and 
Plannmg Board on __ llLLll_t:_ __ by_ . "td_icL.~~,IJ /if r /t_(!:{!__, Clerk. / . . !/ ~ 
'I\venty days have elapsed since the filing of this decision. 

No appeal has been filed 

Appeal has been filed and dismissed or denied. 

Date: ________________ City Clerk. 



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEAL 
831 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 
617 349-6100 

NOTICE OF DECISION 

DECISION flLED \VITI I THE OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK ON November 01. 2016 

Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Board of Zoning Appeal may appeal to the Superior Court or 
Land Court. Appeals, if any, shall be made pursuant to Section I 7, Chapter 40A, Massachuset1s General 
Laws and shall be filed within twenty calendar days from the aboy0Jate, and a copy 1hereof shall be filed 
with the Cambridge City Clerk's office by that same date 

PREMISES: 1221 Cambridge St 
Cambridge, ivtA. 02139 

PETITIONER: T-Mobile Northeast LLC- C/0 Ricardo M. Sousa, Esq. 

PETITION: Special Permit: To modify its existing Wireless Telecommunications Facility by 
collocating three (3) new L700 antennas on the existing building, together with 
supporting equipment All three (3) proposed antennas will be facade mounted to 
the existing building, adjacent to the existing antennas and painted to match the 
existing building. All work will be done pursuant to the plans provided herein. The 
Applicants proposal complies with Section 6409 of the Spectrum Act as the 
collocation of antennas is not a substantial change to the existing base station. 
Moreover, the Applicants proposal complies with Section 4.32 and 10.4 of the 
Cambridge Zoning Code. 

DECISION: Approved 

CASE NO: BZA-011008-2016 

*For full details, please refer to the decision available at lnspectional Services Dept. 



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEAL 
831 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 
617 349-6100 

November 01, 2016 

T-Mobile Northeast LLC- C/0 Ricardo M. Sousa, Esq. 
1 International Place, Suite 3700 
Boston MA. 0211 0 

Case No: BZA-011008-2016 

Dear Ricardo M. Sousa, Esq. 

We enclose the decision of the Board of Zoning Appeal as it pertains to the premises located at 
1221 Cambridge St Cambridge, MA 02139 

A copy ofthis decision has been filed with office of the City Clerk, this date. When twenty days have passed you MUST: 

I. HAVE Tfj!S DECISION COMPLETED AND SIGNED BY THE CITY CLERK.CITYHAJ_,L : 
795 \<lass Avenue, Cambridge, Ma. (In the space provide on the decision) 

2. FILE THE Dt~fiSION WITH THE REGISTRY OfDEJ::.RS 
Middlesex County Courthouse, 208 Cambridge Street, Cambridge. MA. (There is usually a 
fcc, payable to the Registry of Deeds and the book and page number is required by the Registry). 

3. SUPPLY THE BOAR[)_ OF 70NING APPEAL WITH DOC.!JMENTATIO'i'{.QLS.lJC.U 
FILING- (with the Registry of Deeds). 

THE DIVISION OF I~SPECTIONAL SERVICES WILL NOT ISSUE BU!LDI~G PERMITS 
UNLESS THE ABOVE ITEMS HAVE BEEN COl\1PLFTED. 

Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Board of Zoning Appeal may appeal to the Superior Coun or Land Court .. 
Appeals, if any, shall be made pursuant to Section 17, Chapter 40A, Massachusetts General Laws and shall be filed within 
twenty days of the ~bove date, and a copy thereof shall be filed with the Cambridge City Clerk's ofticc by that same date. 

If you have any questions, please phone me at 349-61 00. 

Sincerely yours, 

Section 10.35 ofthe Zoning Ordinances..; 
If the rights authorized by a variance are not exercised \Vithin one year of the date of granting of such variance (two years 
for a special pem1it), they shall lapse and may be reestablished only after notice and new hearing pursuant to this Section 
10.30. 



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEAL 
831 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 
617 349-6100 

NOTICE OF DECISION 

DECISION FILED WITH THE OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK ON August 14, 2019 

Any person aggrieved by a decision ofthe Board of Zoning Appeal may appeal to the Superior Court or 
Land Court. Appeals, if any, shall be made pursuant to Section 17, Chapter 40A, Massachusetts General 
Laws and shall be filed within twenty calendar days from the above date, and a copy thereof shall be filed 
with the Cambridge City Clerk's office by that same date 

PREMISES: 1221 Cambridge St 
Cambridge, MA 02139 

PETITIONER: T-Mobile Northeast LLC- C/0 Adam Braillard, Esq. 

PETITION: Special Permit: The Applicant proposes to modify its existing wireless facility 
currently operating on the rooftop of the building by replacing three (3) panel 
antennas, facade mounted to the existing building, with three (3) like kind panel 
antennas, and by replacing three (3) remote radio units with three (3) like kind 
RRUs. 

DECISION: Approved 

CASE NO: BZA-017129-2019 

*For full details, please refer to the decision available at Inspectional Services Dept. 



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEAL 
831 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 
617 349-6100 

August 14, 2019 

T-Mobile Northeast LLC- C/0 Adam Braillard, Esq. 
One International Place, Suite 3". 
Boston MA, 0211 0 

Case No: BZA-017129-2019 

Dear Adam Braillard, Esq. 

We enclose the decision of the Board of Zoning Appeal as it pertains to the premises located at 
1221 Cambridge St Cambridge, MA 02139 

A copy ofthis decision has been filed with office of the City Clerk, this date. When twenty days have passed you MUST: 

I. HAVE TH1S DECISION COMPLETED AND SIGNED BY THE CITY CLERK, CITY HALL-
795 Mass A venue, Cambridge, Ma. (In the space provide on the decision) 

2. FILE THE DECISION WITH THE REGISTRY OF DEEDS 
Middlesex County Courthouse, 208 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, MA. (There is usually a 
fee, payable to the Registry of Deeds and the book and page number is required by the Registry). 

3. SUPPLY THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEAL WITH DOCUMENTATION OF SUCH 
FILING- (with the Registry of Deeds). 

THE DIVISION OF INSPECTIONAL SERVICES WILL NOT ISSUE BUILDING PERMITS 
UNLESS THE ABOVE ITEMS HAVE BEEN COMPLETED. 

Any person aggrieved by a decision ofthe Board of Zoning Appeal may appeal to the Superior Court or Land Court. 
Appeals, if any, shall be made pursuant to Section 17, Chapter 40A, Massachusetts General Laws and shall be filed within 
twenty days of the above date, and a copy thereof shall be filed with the Cambridge City Clerk's office by that same date. 

7 / 

/1 dt S erely '" • 1/,;;?IJ!t! yj 
SecretJ:f,l 

Ifyou have any questions, please phone me at 349-6100. 

Section 10.35 of the Zoning Ordinances: 
If the rights authorized by a variance are not exercised within one year of the date of granting of such variance (two years 
for a special permit), they shall lapse and may be reestablished only after notice and new hearing pursuant to this Section 
10.30. 



CASE NO: 

LOCATION: 

PETITIONER: 

PETITION: 

VIOLATION: 

Article 4.000 

BZA-017129-2019 

1221 Cambridge St 
Cambridge, MA 02139 

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEAL 
831 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 
617 349-6100 

Business A Zone 

T-Mobile Northeast LLC- C/0 Adam Braillard, Esq. 

Special Permit The Applicant proposes to modify its existing wireless facility currently 
operating on the rooftop of the building by replacing three (3) panel antennas, facade 
mounted to the existing building, with three (3) like kind panel antennas, and by 
replacing three (3) remote radio units with three (3) like kind RRUs. 

------- Section 4.32.G.1 (Telecommunication Facility). 

Section 4.40 (Footnote 49) (Telecommunication Facility). 

Section 10.40 (Special Permit). 

Article 4.000 -------
Article 10.000 -------
Article 6409 Section (Middle Class Tax Relief Act). -------

DATE OF PUBLIC NOTICE: June 27, 2019 and July 04, 2019 

July 11, 2019; DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING: 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD: 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS: 

CONSTANTiNE ALEXANDER- CHAIR 

BRENDAN SULLIVAN- VICE-CHAIR 

JANET 0. GREEN 

ANDREA A. HICKEY 

SLATER W. ANDERSON 

ALISON HAMMER 

JIM MONTEVERDE 

LAURA WERNICK 

./ 

~ 

Members of the Board of Zoning Appeal heard testimony and viewed materials submitted regarding the 
above request for relief from the requirements of the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance. The Board is familiar 
with the location of the petitioner's property, the layout and other characteristics as well as the surrounding 
district. 



Case No. BZA-017129-2019 
Location: 1221 Cambridge Street 
Petitioner: T-Mobile Northeast LLC- c/o Adam Braillard, Esq. 

On July 11, 2019, Petitioner's attorney Adam Braillard appeared before the Board of 
Zoning Appeal requesting a special permit in order to modify an existing wireless facility 
by replacing three fas:ade mounted panel antennas with three like kind panel antennas and 
replacing three remote radio heads with three new ones .. The Petitioner requested relief 
under Article 4, Sections 4.32.G.1 and 4.40 and Article 10, Section 10.40 of the 
Cambridge Zoning Ordinance ("Ordinance"). The Petitioner submitted application 
materials including information about the project, plans, and photographs. 

Mr. Braillard stated that the proposal was to modify an existing telecommunications 
facility by replacing three antennas with slightly wider ones and by replacing three radio 
heads with three similar ones. He stated that there would be virtually no change to the 
appearance ofthe facility. 

The Chair asked if anyone from the public wanted to be heard on the matter, and no one 
indicated such. 

The Chair read the following from the Planning Board's Community Development 
Department staff: 

Staff reviewed the application to modify the existing installation by replacing. 
existing equipment. The replacement of antennas are similar to what exists on the 
penthouse and north elevation, and will be painted to match the existing building. 
While there are no substantial changes proposed, there is quite alot of existing 
rooftop equipment in place, particularly associated with the penthouse. 
Staff therefore offer the following suggestions to improve the overall appearance 
of the installation: 
1) For the west elevation of the penthouse, the proponent should be encouraged 

to investigate opportunities to conceal the existing and proposed antennas and 
assigned equipment within an enclosure or screen. 

2) The smallest mounting brackets available should be utilized so that the 
antennas can be mounted as close to the surface of the structure as possible. 

3) The exposed cables, particularly running over the parapet add visual clutter 
and shadow lines, and therefore should be better organized and concealed. 

4) Where possible, all antennas should be the same length, including existing 
antennas. 

5) Roof-mounted RRUs should be set back as far as possible from the principal 
fas:ade. 

6) All exposed materials, including cables and fas:ade brackets, should be painted 
to match the brick building fas:ade, with a consistent matte finish. 



l\1r. Braillard agreed to consider these suggestions. 

After discussion, the Chair moved that the Board make the following findings based 
upon the application materials submitted and all evidence before the Board and that 
based upon the findings the Board grant the requested relief as described in the 
Petitioner's submitted materials and the evidence before the Board: that the Board 
find that the requirements of the Ordinance could not be met without the special 
permit; that the Board find that traffic generated or patterns of access or egress 
resulting from what was proposed would not cause congestion, hazard, or 
substantial change in established neighborhood character; that the Board find that 
the visual and external appearance would remain unchanged, as demonstrated by 
the photo simulations; that the Board find that the facility had existed for some time 
without complaints or concerns from the citizenry; that the Board find that the 
continued operation or the development of adjacent uses as permitted in the 
Ordinance would not be adversely affected by the nature of what was proposed and 
that, again, the history of the site and the telecommunications equipment speaks to 
that condition being satisfied; that the Board find that no nuisance or hazard would 
be created to the detriment of the health, safety and/or welfare of the occupant of 
the proposed use or the citizens of the City; that the Board find that generally what 
was proposed would not impair the integrity of the district or adjoining district or 
otherwise derogate from the intent and purpose of the Ordinance; that the Board 
find that the modification of the existing telecommunications facility at the site 
proposed by the petitioner did not substantially change the physical dimensions of 
the existing wireless tower or base station at such facility, within the meaning of 
Section 6409 (a) of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of2012, also 
known as the Spectrum Act. 

The Chair further moved that based upon all the information presented the Board 
grant the requested relief as described in the Petitioner's submitted materials and the 
evidence before the Board on the following conditions: 

I. that the work proceed in accordance with plans submitted by the petitioner, as 
initialed by the Chair, 

2. that upon completion of the work, the physical appearance and visual impact of 
the proposed work be consistent with the photo simulations submitted by the 
petitioner and initialed by the Chair, except that the petitioner may make 
modifications corresponding to the suggestions of the Community Development 
staff previously read into the record, should it so wish after good faith 
consideration, 

3. that the petitioner at all times maintain the proposed work so that its physical 
appearance and visual impact remain consistent with the photo simulations 
previously referred to, except that the petitioner may make modifications 
corresponding to the suggestions of the Community Development staff previously 
read into the record, should it so wish after good faith consideration, 



4. that should the petitioner cease to utilize the equipment approved tonight for a 
continuous period of six months or more, it promptly thereafter remove such 
equipment and restore the building on which it was located to its prior condition 
and appearance to an extent reasonably practicable, 

5. that the petitioner continue to comply with the conditions imposed by the Board 
with respect to previous Special Permits granted to the petitioner with regard to 
the site in question, 

6. that inasmuch as the health effects of the transmission of electromagnetic energy 
waves is a matter of ongoing societal concern and scientific study, the Special 
Permit is also subject to the following conditions: 

A. that the petitioner shall file with the Inspectional Services Department 
each report it files with the federal authorities regarding electromagnetic 
energy wave emissions emanating from all of the petitioner's equipment 
on the site. Each such report shall be filed with the Inspectional 
Services Department no later than ten business days a:tter the report has 
been filed with the federal authorities. Failure to timely file any such 
report with the Inspectional Services Department shall ipso facto 
terminate the Special Permit granted tonight. 

B. that in the event that at any time federal authorities notify the petitioner 
that its equipment on the site, including, but not limited to the special 

· permit granted tonight, fails to comply with the requirements of law or 
governmental regulations, whether with regard to the emissions of 
electromagnetic energy waves or otherwise, the petitioner, within ten 
business days of receipt of such notification of such failure, shall file 
with the Inspectional Services Department a report disclosing in 
reasonable detail that such failure has occurred and the basis for such 
claimed failure. The special permit shall ipso facto terminate if any of 
the petitioner's federal licenses are suspended, revoked, or terminated. 

C. that to the extent a special permit has terminated pursuant to the 
foregoing paragraphs A and B, the petitioner may apply to this Board 
for a new special permit provided that the public notice containing such 
application discloses in reasonable detail that the application has been 
filed because of a termination of the special permit pursuant to 
paragraphs A orB above. Any such new application shall not be 
deemed a repetitive petition and therefore will not be subject to the two­
year period.during which repetitive petitions may·not be filed. 

D. that within ten business days after receipt of a Building Permit for 
installation of equipment subject to this petition, the petitioner shall file 
with the Inspectional Services Department a sworn Affidavit of the 
person in charge of the installation of equipment by the petitioner of the 
geographical area that includes Cambridge stating that A, he or she has 
such responsibility, and B that the equipment being installed pursuant to 
the special permit will comply with all federal safety rules and will be 



situated and maintained in locations with appropriate barricades and 
other protections, such that individuals, including nearby residents and 
occupants of nearby structures, will be sufficiently protected from 
excessive radio frequency radiation under federal law. 

The five-member Board voted unanimously in favor of granting the special permit with 
the above conditions (Alexander, Sullivan, Hickey, Monteverde, Anderson). Therefore, 
the special permit is granted as conditioned. 

The Board of Zoning Appeal is empowered to waive local zoning regulations only. This 
decision therefore does not relieve the petitioner in any way from the duty to comply with 
local ordinances and regulations of the other local agencies, including, but not limited to 
the Historical Commission, License Commission and/or compliance with requirements 
pursuant to the Building Code and other applicable codes. 

ATTEST: A true a d accurate copy of the above decision has been filed on 
~-- \ ~ -\C / w"th the Offices of the City Clerk and the Planning Board by 

c..-- 7 til1A.L{__ _ t-1'~~'1 , duly authorized representative of the Board of-

Twenty days have elapsed since the above decision was filed in the office ofthe City 
Clerk and: 

__ no appeal has been filed; or 

__ an appeal has been filed within such twenty days. 

The person exercising rights under a duly appealed special permit does so at risk that a 
court will reverse the permit and that any construction performed under the permit may 
be ordered undone. This certification shall in no event terminate or shorten the tolling, 
during the pendency of any appeals, of the periods provided under the second paragraph 
of G.L. c. 40A, §6. 

Date: -------------------- __________ , City Clerk 

Appeal has been dismissed or denied. 

Date: 
------------~------

___________ , City Clerk 
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December ______, 2020 

 

VIA HAND DELIVERY 

 

Ranjit Singanayagam 

Commissioner of Inspectional Services/Building Commissioner 

City of Cambridge 

831 Massachusetts Avenue 

Cambridge, MA 02139 

 

Re:  Eligible Facilities Request to Modify Transmission Equipment at an Existing Base 

Station located at 1221 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, MA 02139. 

 

Dear Mr. Singanayagam: 

 

A. T-Mobile is Filing an Eligible Facilities Request 

 

Prince Lobel Tye LLP, on behalf of T-Mobile Northeast LLC is submitting the attached Eligible 

Facilities Request application to add, remove, modify, or replace Transmission Equipment at an 

Existing Base Station located at 1221 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, MA 02139.   

 

Because this jurisdiction has not yet developed an Eligible Facilities Request permit application 

form that complies with Section 6409 of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 

2012, commonly known as the “Spectrum Act” (Pub. Law No. 112-96, 126 Stat 156) (codified at 

47 U.S.C. § 1455), this Eligible Facilities Request is attached to the Building Permit Application 

form which was customarily used by this jurisdiction when reviewing requests to collocate or 

modify wireless telecommunications facilities.  Because federal law now preempts many of the 

permit application requirements that this jurisdiction would previously have required from an 

applicant, this Eligible Facilities Request application provides only the information that federal 

law allows this jurisdiction to consider when reviewing an Eligible Facilities Request.   

 

Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act mandates that state and local governments “may not deny, 

and shall approve, any eligible facilities request for a modification of an existing wireless tower 

or base station that does not substantially change the physical dimensions of such tower or base 

station.” Under Section 6409(a)(2)(A)-(C) an Eligible Facilities Request is any request to 

modify a Tower or Base Station that involves “collocations of new Transmission Equipment,”  

“removal,” or  “replacement” of Transmission Equipment. 
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B.  Why this Eligible Facilities Request Must Be Granted 

 

This Eligible Facilities Request involves an effort to collocate, remove, modify, or replace 

Transmission Equipment at an existing Base Station operated by an FCC licensed wireless 

carrier.  The FCC has defined Base Station as “the equipment and non-tower supporting structure 

at a fixed location that enable Commission-licensed or authorized wireless communications 

between user equipment and a communications network . . . the term includes equipment 

associated with wireless communications service including, but not limited to, radio transceivers, 

antennas, coaxial or fiber-optic cable, regular and backup power supply, and comparable 

equipment.” The term existing base station also includes a structure that currently houses or 

supports an antenna, transceiver or other associated equipment that constitutes part of a Base 

Station at the time the application is filed even if the structure was not built solely or primarily to 

provide such support. The existing Base Station in this application is approximately one hundred 

and forty feet and nine inches (140’ 9”) high and presently contains wireless facilities.  The 

existing Base Station meets the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”) definition of a 

Base Station. 

 

The list of equipment identified in the Eligible Facilities Request application that will be 

collocated, removed, or replaced at the Base Station also is Transmission Equipment as 

determined by the FCC. The FCC has defined Transmission Equipment as “any equipment that 

facilitates transmission for any Commission-licensed or authorized wireless communication 

service, including, but not limited to, radio transceivers, antennas and other relevant equipment 

associated with and necessary to their operation, including coaxial or fiber-optic cable, and 

regular and back-up power supply. This definition includes equipment used in any technological 

configuration associated with any Commission-authorized wireless transmission, licensed or 

unlicensed, terrestrial or satellite, including commercial mobile, private mobile, broadcast and 

public safety services, as well as fixed wireless services such as microwave backhaul or fixed 

broadband.”  

 

The FCC, in a Report and Order adopted on October 17, 2014, determined that any modification 

to an existing telecommunications Base Station that meets the following six criteria does not 

substantially change the physical dimensions of the existing Base Station and therefore is an 

Eligible Facilities Request which must be granted: 

 

1. The modifications to the Transmission Equipment do not increase the height of the 

Base Station by more than 10 percent (10%) or ten (10) feet, whichever is greater. 

 

a. The height of the Base Station is approximately one hundred and forty feet 

and nine inches (140’ 9”) high.  The proposed replacement of three (3) panel 

antennas will not affect the height of the Base Station.     

 

2. The modifications to the Transmission Equipment do not protrude from the edge of 

the support structure by more than six (6) feet. 

 

a. The replacement of three (3) panel antennas will not protrude from the edge of 

the building and therefore will not exceed the six (6) foot limitation.  All of 
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the proposed antennas will be façade mounted and together with the mounting 

equipment will extend no more than one (1) foot from the existing building. 

As such, the proposed modification will not protrude from the edge of the 

building by more than six (6) feet.  

 

3. The modifications to the Transmission Equipment do not involve the installation of 

more than the standard number of equipment cabinets for the technology involved, 

not to exceed four. 

 

a. There are currently three (3) equipment cabinets existing at the Base Station.  

The Applicant does not propose to install any additional equipment cabinets.  

 

4. The modifications to the Transmission Equipment do not entail any excavation or 

deployment outside of the Base Station site. 

 

a. The Applicant is proposing to replace three (3) panel antennas with like kind 

panel antennas.  There will be no excavation or deployment outside of the 

Base Station site.  

 

5. The modifications to the Transmission Equipment do not defeat any existing 

concealed or stealth-design. 

 

a. Pursuant to the original decision by the Zoning Board of Appeal for the City 

of Cambridge (the “Board”) for this facility, and subsequent decisions 

thereafter, (the “Decisions”), all of which are attached hereto, the existing 

antennas are located in the preferred location on the building and comply with 

the required conditions for a stealth design.  The replacement of the antennas 

with like kind antennas will not defeat the existing design as all antennas will 

be painted to match the existing building, mounted on low-profile mounts and 

installed one (1) foot below the top of the roof line.  All equipment will be 

designed to blend into the existing building. As such, the proposed 

modification will not defeat any existing concealed or stealth design.  

  

6. The modifications to the Transmission Equipment comply with prior conditions of 

approval of the Base Station, unless the non-compliance is due to an increase in 

height, increase in width, addition of equipment cabinets, or new excavation that does 

not exceed the corresponding “substantial change” thresholds in numbers 1-4.   

 

a. Based on the foregoing, the proposed modifications to the Base Station fully 

conform to Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act and comply with the prior 

conditions of approval of the Base Station.  

 

There is a certification attached to the accompanying Eligible Facilities Request that identifies 

how each of the six review criteria identified by the FCC is met. The modifications to the 

Transmission Equipment at the Base Station located at 1221 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, MA 

02139 contained in this Eligible Facilities Request fully conform to Section 6409(a) as enacted 
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by Congress and as interpreted by the FCC. Accordingly, this Eligible Facilities Request must be 

approved within 60 days, as required by federal law and FCC implementing regulations.   

 

C. Notice of Federal Law Expedited Permit Processing and Deemed Granted 

 

Under federal law, an Eligible Facilities Request is deemed granted sixty (60) days after a 

complete application is filed with a local jurisdiction.  If sixty days pass after the submission of 

T-Mobile’s accompanying Eligible Facilities Request and the City of Cambridge has not acted to 

grant or deny the request, it will be deemed granted.  At that time, the applicant may advise the 

City of Cambridge that the application has been deemed granted.  If the City of Cambridge 

wishes to contest whether the Eligible Facilities Request has been deemed granted, the burden is 

on the City of Cambridge to file a lawsuit in a court of competent jurisdiction within 30 days 

after receipt of a written communication notifying it that the Eligible Facilities Request has been 

deemed granted.  Failure to file a lawsuit in a timely manner may forever bar this jurisdiction 

from contesting that this Eligible Facilities Request has been deemed granted.  

 

T-Mobile is committed to working cooperatively with you, and all jurisdictions around the 

country, to secure expeditious approval of requests to modify existing personal wireless service 

facilities.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Adam F. Braillard 

 

Direct: 617-456-8153 

Email: abraillard@princelobel.com 
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Eligible Facilities Request (EFR) Application Form  

[Attach this EFR form to the local jurisdiction form used to process cell site modifications.] 

Date of Submittal: 

Submitted by: 

Name:  

Title:  

Contact information: 

Name of Jurisdiction:  

Address of Jurisdiction:  

Contact Name for Jurisdiction:  

Name of Local Government Permit Application:  

Local Government File #: 

Street Address of Site:  

Tax Parcel # of Site:  

Latitude/Longitude of Site: 

List Each Piece of Transmission Equipment that will be Collocated or Added: 

List Each Piece of Transmission Equipment that will be Removed: 

Eligible Facilities Request Application 2015.3 
National Development 
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List Cabinets that will be Collocated or Added at the Site: 

List Cabinets that will be Removed at the Site: 

Permit Application Deposit Amount:  

Municipal Consultant Review Fee Deposit (if applicable): 

Eligible Facilities Request Application 2015.3 
National Development 
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ELIGIBLE FACILITIES REQUEST CERTIFCATION FOR NON-SUBSTANTIAL 

CHANGES 

TO AN EXISTING BASE STATION 

 

“Base Station” means the equipment and non-tower supporting structure at a fixed location that 

allow Commission-licensed or authorized wireless communications between user equipment and 

a communications network.  The term base station includes any equipment associated with 

wireless communications services including but not limited to radio transceivers, antennas, 

coaxial or fiber-optic cables, regular or back up power supply, and comparable equipment.  The 

term existing base station also includes a structure that currently houses or supports an antenna, 

transceiver or other associated equipment that constitutes part of a base station at the time the 

application is filed even if the structure was not built solely or primarily to provide such support. 

“Base Station” includes the relevant equipment in any technological configuration, including 

small cells and DAS.  Remember “Base Station” has two separate meanings: (1) the supporting 

structure that houses FCC licensed or authorized wireless equipment and (2) the wireless 

equipment itself.  Keep this distinction in mind when calculating a substantial change in physical 

dimensions.  

 

“Transmission Equipment” means any equipment that facilitates transmission for any FCC 

licensed or authorized wireless communication service, including but not limited to, radio 

transceivers, antennas and other relevant equipment associated with and necessary to their 

operation, including coaxial or fiber-optic cable, and regular and back-up power supply.  This 

definition includes equipment used in any technological configuration associated with any 

Commission-authorized wireless transmission, licensed or unlicensed, terrestrial or satellite, 

including commercial mobile, private mobile, broadcast and public safety services, as well as 

fixed wireless services such as microwave backhaul or fixed broadband. 

“Collocation” means the addition, removal or replacement of Transmission Equipment to an 

existing tower or a base station.  This means that the existing support structure, be it a tower or a 

building or some other structure, must presently support FCC licensed or authorized wireless 

facilities.  The FCC further requires that the site (tower, building, or other structure) was 

previously approved by the appropriate agency of government to house wireless facilities.  

Illegal wireless installations cannot be the basis for an eligible facilities request.  However, if a 

communications Tower was erected at a time when it was exempt from zoning, the Tower can be 

modified through the Eligible Facilities Request process even if the Tower is no longer exempt 

from zoning.  

 

Site Address: 1221 Cambridge Street          

Existing Facilities 

The Existing Facility is comprised of nine (9) panel antennas all mounted to the façade of the existing 

building, together with supporting equipment.   
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Height of Base Station    

Height above ground level of the tallest point on the existing base station:   140’ 9” (feet) 

Height above ground level of the tallest point of the existing base station after the installation of 

the proposed equipment:   140’ 9”(feet) 

1) Does the height above ground level of the proposed equipment exceed the height of the 

tallest point on the existing base station by more than 10 percent (10%) or ten (10) feet, 

whichever is greater? 

 Yes   No   

Width of Base Station  

2) Will any of the proposed equipment protrude from the edge of the support structure by more 

than six (6) feet?    

 Yes   No   

Excavation or Equipment Placement 

3) Will the proposed changes in Transmission Equipment involve excavation or placement of 

new equipment outside the existing Base Station site or outside any access or utility 

easements currently related to the site?  

 Yes   No 

 

Equipment Cabinets 

 

4) Will the proposed modification in Transmission Equipment involve installation of more than 

the standard number of new equipment cabinets for the technology involved, but not to 

exceed four? 

 Yes   No 

 

Concealed or Stealth-Designed Wireless Facilities 

 

5)  

a) Is the existing wireless facility concealed or stealth- designed? 

 Yes   No 

 

b) If the answer to 5a) is “Yes,” will the proposed modification in Transmission Equipment 

defeat the existing concealed or stealth-design? 

 Yes   No 
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Compliance with Preexisting Conditions of Approval for the Base Station  

 

6)  

a) Were there any conditions of approval stated in the original government approval of the 

Base Station? 

 

 Yes    No 

   

b) Will the proposed modification in Transmission Equipment comply with conditions of 

approval imposed on the Base Station prior to February 22, 2012? 

  

 Yes    No 

 

c) If the answer to 6b) is “No,” is the non-compliance due solely to any of the conditions 

addressed in Questions 1-5 above? 

 

 Yes   No 
 

If the answers to questions 1-4 are  “No,”  the answer to either  5a) or b) is “No,” and the 

answers to 6a) is “No” or   the answers to either  6b) or 6c) are “Yes,” then the proposed 

modifications do not substantially change the physical dimensions of the existing Base 

Station.  

 

Explanatory Comments: 

N/A 

 

 

This certification is dated this ___th day of December, 2020.  

 

 

         

Signature  

 

Adam F. Braillard, Esq., Attorney for T-Mobile Northeast LLC.      

Name & Title 
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December ____, 2020 

 

City of Cambridge 

Board of Zoning Appeals 

831 Massachusetts Avenue 

Cambridge, MA 02139 

 

Re: Eligible Facilities Request pursuant to Section 6409 of the 

Spectrum Act and an Application for Special Permit, in the 

alternative  

Property Address:  1221 Cambridge Street 

Assessor’s Map 82, Lot 8 (the “Property”) 

 Applicant: T-Mobile Northeast LLC (the “Applicant”) 

Dear Honorable Members of the Board of Zoning Appeals: 

This firm represents T-Mobile Northeast LLC (“T-Mobile”) (hereinafter, the 

“Applicant”) in connection with an application for a special permit from the City of Cambridge 

Board of Zoning Appeals (the “Board”), to modify an existing wireless communications facility 

on the Property.  The Property is located in the Business A (BA) zoning district.  To the extent 

that the Board determines that the requirements of Article 4 Section 4.32G.1 of the City of 

Cambridge Zoning Ordinance (the “Ordinance”) apply, the use of the Property for a wireless 

telecommunications facility is permitted by special permit from the Board1.  The Applicant’s 

proposal satisfies the requirements for the grant of a special permit pursuant to Section 10-43 of 

the Ordinance.   

The Applicant’s Proposed Facility (as defined herein) is subject to Section 6409 of the 

Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012, more commonly known as the “Spectrum 

Act” (47 U.S.C. § 1455).  As such, we respectfully submit that in the event that the Board 

determines that the application does not comply with the Spectrum Act, the Applicant hereby 

states that the special permit requirements set forth in the Ordinance are hereby met by the 

Applicant, and that relief must be granted to the Applicant. The compliance with the Spectrum 

Act is shown on the Eligible Facilities Request permit application form attached hereto and 

incorporated herein by reference (the “EFR”).  

 

                                                 
1 Pursuant to Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act, state and local governments “may not deny and shall 

approve, any eligible facilities request for a modification of an existing wireless tower or base station that 

does not substantially change the physical dimensions of such tower or base station.”   As such, the Applicant 

submits that they need not apply for a special permit from the board.  To the extent that this Board determines 

that the Applicants’ proposed wireless facility must comply with special permit  requirements set forth in 

Section 10-43 of the Ordinance, the Applicants submit that they have complied with said requirements, 

without waiving the argument that such relief is not required.  
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The Applicant seeks to modify its existing wireless communications facility by replacing 

three (3) panel antennas mounted to the façade of the existing building, with three (3) like kind 

panel antennas, and by replacing three (3) Remote Radio Head Units (“RRU”) with three (3) like 

kind RRU antennas, and supporting equipment (the “Proposed Facility”). All of the proposed 

antennas will be installed in the location of the removed antennas and painted to match the 

existing building (the “Building”).  The Applicant’s facilities are shown on the Plans attached 

hereto and incorporated herein by reference (the “Plans”).  

I.  Background 

The Applicant is licensed by the Federal Communications Commission (the “FCC”) to 

construct and operate a wireless telecommunications network in various markets throughout the 

country, including the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and in particular in the City of 

Cambridge.  A copy of the Applicant’s FCC license is attached hereto.  The Applicant is in the 

process of designing and constructing a telecommunications system to serve all of the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  One of the key design objectives of its systems is to provide 

seamless coverage.  Such a system requires a grid of radio transmitting and receiving links 

located approximately .5 to 2 miles apart, depending on the location of existing and proposed 

installations in the surrounding area, the existing use of the network and the existing topography.  

The radio transmitting and receiving facilities operate on a line-of-sight basis, requiring a clear 

path from the facility to the user on the ground.  This dynamic requires the antennas to be located 

in a location where the signal is not obstructed or degraded by other buildings or by 

topographical features such as hills.   

 

II.  Project Description 

As noted above, the Applicant proposes to modify its existing wireless facility currently 

operating on the rooftop of the Building by replacing three (3) panel antennas, façade mounted to 

the existing Building, with three (3) like kind panel antennas, and by replacing three (3) RRUs 

with three (3) like kind RRUs.  All replaced antennas and supporting equipment will be painted 

to match the Building.  Moreover, all replacement antennas will be installed to be consistent with 

the previous decisions of the Board for this facility, the first of which is dated August 9, 2006 

(Case No. 9306) (the “Original Decision”), the second dated November 16, 2012 (Case No. 

10325) (the “2nd Decision”), a third dated November 1, 2016 (Case No. BZA-011008-2016) 

(the “3rd Decision”), and the forth dated August 14, 2019 (Case No. BZA-019129-2019) (the 

“4th Decision”, and together with the Original Decision, the 2nd Decision, and the 3rd Decision 

shall hereafter be referred to as the “Decisions”).  Consequently, the visual change to the 

Applicant’s existing facility will be de minimus.    

 

After installation, the Proposed Facility will be unmanned and will only require twice a 

month maintenance visits per carrier.  The only utilities required to operate this Proposed Facility 

are standard 120-volt electrical power as well as telephone service.  These are presently in place 

at the Property.  The traffic generated by the Proposed Facility will be approximately two vehicle 

trips per month by maintenance personnel who will inspect the Proposed Facility to ensure it 
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remains in good working order.  The Proposed Facility will comply with all applicable local, 

state and federal safety codes.   

     

III. Legal Arguments 

 

A. The Applicant complies with the Wireless Communications provisions set 

forth in Section 4.32(g), footnote 49 of the Ordinance 

 

Pursuant to Section 4.32(g) of the Ordinance, the Applicant’s proposed use for a wireless 

communications facility in the BA zoning district is permitted by special permit.  The 

Applicant’s Proposed Facility further complies with the provisions set forth in Section 4.32(g), 

footnote 49 of the Ordinance: 

 

1. The Board of Zoning Appeal shall consider the scope of or limitations 

imposed by any license secured from any state or federal agency having 

jurisdiction over such matters.   

 

Enclosed herewith is the Applicant’s FCC license.  The Applicant meets all requirements 

imposed by governmental authorities having jurisdiction over the Proposed Facility, including by 

the FCC, to provide wireless communications in this market area.    

 

The intent of the U.S. Congress, when it enacted the Telecommunications Act of 1996 

(“TCA”) was to institute a framework to promote competition and innovation within the 

telecommunications industry. Under its license from the FCC, T-Mobile is obligated to provide a 

reliable “product” (i.e. wireless communications service) to the population of the City of 

Cambridge.  Likewise, consumer expectations for increasingly robust and reliable service 

requires competing service providers (including T-Mobile) to identify and remedy existing gaps 

in reliable network coverage, or gaps that result from increasing subscriber voice and data traffic 

beyond the limits of existing network infrastructure. A carrier’s failure to remedy network gaps 

in a timely fashion can result in a significant loss of subscribers to competing 

telecommunications carriers.  The Proposed Facility and corresponding relief requested are 

necessary to remedy a gap in reliable service coverage within T-Mobile’s existing network 

infrastructure. 

 

T-Mobile investigated alternative sites in and around the defined geographic area within 

which its engineers determined that a facility must be located to fill the gap in service coverage 

and to function effectively within its network of existing and planned facilities. This is an 

existing location that is being upgraded with new technology to provide the necessary coverage 

to the subject area of the City of Cambridge.  Therefore, the Proposed Facility in the BA zoning 

district is necessary to close the coverage gap that is illustrated on the propagation maps 

submitted herewith.  Consequently, T-Mobile is unable to close a gap in its wireless network 

without obtaining the requested relief under Section 6409 of the Spectrum act or a Special Permit 

to modify its existing wireless facility in the BA zoning district.   

 

Furthermore, Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act mandates that state and local 

governments “may not deny, and shall approve, any eligible facilities request for a modification 
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of an existing wireless tower or base station that does not substantially change the physical 

dimensions of such tower or base station.” Under Section 6409(a)(2)(A)-(C) an Eligible 

Facilities Request is any request to modify a Tower or Base Station that involves “collocations of 

new Transmission Equipment,”  “removal,” or  “replacement” of Transmission Equipment. 

 

Because federal law now preempts many of the permit application requirements that this 

jurisdiction would previously have required from an Applicant, we have provided, on the 

attached EFR, only the information that federal law allows this jurisdiction to consider when 

reviewing an EFR.  As such, we submit that the Wireless Communications set forth in Section 

4.32(g), footnote 49 of the Ordinance, provisions are not applicable to Proposed Facility and 

relief must be granted pursuant to Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act.  

 

2. The Board of Zoning Appeal shall consider the extent to which the visual 

impact of the various elements of the proposed facility is minimized: (1) 

through the use of existing mechanical elements on the building’s roof or 

other features of the building as support and background, (2) through the 

use in materials that in texture and color blend with the materials to 

which the facilities are attached, or (3) other effective means to reduce the 

visual impact of the facility on the site.   

 

The Applicant’s design minimizes the visual impact of the Proposed Facility.  The 

facility will be installed on the existing rooftop of the Building and consistent with the Decisions. 

The resulting installation will have an increased capacity to better serve the City of Cambridge 

without the need for an increased number of antennas on the Building. The proposed 

replacement antennas will be painted to match the color of the existing Building thereby 

minimizing any visual impacts.               

 

As stated above, federal law now preempts many of the permit applications requirements 

that the Ordinance sets forth.  To the extent that this Board determines that the Applicants’ 

proposed wireless facility must comply with the Wireless Communications provisions set forth 

in Section 4.32(g), footnote 49 of the Ordinance, the Applicants submit that they have complied 

with said requirements, without waiving the argument that such relief is not required. 

 

3. Where it is proposed to erect such a facility in any residential zoning 

district, the extent to which there is a demonstrated public need for the 

facility at the proposed locations, the existence of alternative, functionally 

suitable sites in nonresidential locations, the character of the prevailing 

uses in the area, and the prevalence of other existing mechanical systems 

and equipment carried on or above the roof of nearby structures.  The 

Board of Zoning Appeal shall grant a special permit to erect such a 

facility in a residential zoning district only upon a finding that 

nonresidential uses predominate in the vicinity of the proposed facility’s 

location and that the telecommunications facility is not inconsistent with 

the character that does prevail in the surrounding neighborhood.   
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This is not applicable to the Proposed Facility.  The Applicant proposes to install its facility 

within the BA zoning district. 

 

 

B. The Applicant complies with the Special Permit Criteria set forth in Section 

10-43 of the Ordinance2: 

 

1. The requirements of the Ordinance can be met: 

 

As provided above, the Applicant has met the requirements set forth in Section 4.32(g), 

footnote 49 of the Ordinance. 

 

2. Traffic generated or patterns of access or egress would not cause 

congestion hazard, or substantial change in established neighborhood 

character for the following reasons: 

 

The proposed installation will not obstruct existing rights-of-way or pedestrian access 

and will not change the daily conditions of access, egress, traffic, congestion hazard, or character 

of the neighborhood.  The installation will not require the addition of any new parking or loading 

spaces.  The use is passive and will not change the current conditions or appearance surrounding 

the Building.  The facility will not produce any odors, fumes, noise or waste.  There will be no 

need for water, sewer, or other municipal services. 

 

As mentioned above, once modified, the facility will be unmanned and will only require 

infrequent visits by a technician, typically two times per month for routine diagnostics and/or 

maintenance, except in cases of emergency.  These infrequent visits will not result in any 

material increase in traffic or disruption to patterns of access or egress that will cause congestion 

hazards or cause a substantial change in the established neighborhood character.  The 

Applicant’s maintenance personnel will make use of the existing access roads and parking at the 

Building. 

 

 

3. The continued operation of or the development of adjacent uses as 

permitted in the Zoning Ordinance would not be adversely affected by 

the nature of the proposed use for the following reasons: 

 

As described above and illustrated on the attached photograph simulations, the 

modification of the existing facility will produce a minimal change in the appearance of the 

Building.  The modification of the existing facility will blend with the existing characteristics of 

the Building and the surrounding neighborhood.  Moreover, the proposed installation will not 

generate any traffic, smoke, dust, heat, glare, discharge of noxious substances, nor will it pollute 

                                                 
2 Pursuant to Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act, state and local governments “may not deny and shall approve, any eligible 

facilities request for a modification of an existing wireless tower or base station that does not substantially change the physical 

dimensions of such tower or base station.”   As such, the Applicant submits that they need not apply for a special permit from the 

board.  To the extent that this Board determines that the Applicants’ proposed wireless facility must comply with special permit  

requirements set forth in Section 10-43 of the Ordinance, the Applicants submit that they have complied with said requirements, 

without waiving the argument that such relief is not required. 
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waterways or groundwater.  Conversely, the surrounding properties and general public will 

benefit from the potential to enjoy improved wireless communication.   

 

4. Nuisance or hazard would not be created to the detriment of the health, 

safety, and/or welfare of the occupant of the proposed use or the citizens 

of the City for the following reasons: 

 

The operations of the proposed telecommunications facility will not adversely impact the 

health, safety, and the welfare of the residents of the City of Cambridge.  On the contrary, the 

proposed use will benefit the City and promote the safety and welfare of its residents, businesses 

and drivers by providing reliable state-of-the-art digital wireless voice and data services.  

Further, the site will improve the reliability of emergency communications with the police and 

fire departments by eliminating dropped or blocked calls due to inadequate signal strength or 

insufficient network capacity to handle call volume, particularly important during emergency 

situations.     

 

The Proposed Facility will comply with all federal, state and local safety requirements 

including the standards established by the FCC, Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), the 

American Standards Institute (ANSI), and the Massachusetts Department of Public Health 

(MDPH). 

 

Accordingly, the Proposed Facility will not adversely impact the health, safety and/or 

welfare of the neighborhood or the residents of the City of Cambridge.  

 

5. For other reasons, the proposed installation will not impair the integrity 

of the district or adjoining district or otherwise derogate from the intent 

or purpose of this ordinance for the following reasons: 

 

The Proposed Facility is designed to blend with the existing characteristics of the 

Property, reducing any visual impacts to the surrounding area.  Accordingly, the Proposed 

Facility’s design results in a minimal impact on the underlying and adjacent zoning district and is 

consistent with the Ordinance’s intention to allow for less intrusive wireless telecommunications 

facilities in all districts (other than Open Space), including the BA zoning districts.   

 

As mentioned above, the proposed modifications to the existing installation will not 

generate any traffic, smoke, dust, heat, glare, discharge or noxious substances, nor will it pollute 

waterways or groundwater. 

 

6. The new use of the building construction is consistent with the Urban 

Design Objective set for tin Section 19.30 of the Ordinance: 

 

Not Applicable.  The Applicant is not proposing to construct a new building or structure. 
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IV. Summary 

 

The Applicant hereby requests that the Board determine that the City of Cambridge has 

the right to authorize the construction of the Proposed Facility through the issuance of a Building 

Permit, pursuant to Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act.  Or, in the alternative, its proposed 

modifications to the existing telecommunications facility will not have any adverse effect on the 

neighborhood within which the Property is located in particular, and the City of Cambridge as a 

whole.  The findings are made in view of the particular characteristics of the Property and of the 

Applicant’s proposed siting and equipment, as detailed above. This Property is the most 

appropriate location for the installation and operation of the wireless communications facility. 

 

For the foregoing reasons the Applicant respectfully requests that the Board grant the 

foregoing relief pursuant to Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act or, in the alternative, zoning 

relief in the form of a Special Permit and such other relief as the Board deems necessary to allow 

the installation and operation of the Applicant’s Proposed Facility.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Adam F. Braillard 

Direct: 617-456-8153 

Email: abraillard@princelobel.com 
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December ______, 2020 

 

VIA HAND DELIVERY 

 

Ranjit Singanayagam 

Commissioner of Inspectional Services/Building Commissioner 

City of Cambridge 

831 Massachusetts Avenue 

Cambridge, MA 02139 

 

Re:  Eligible Facilities Request to Modify Transmission Equipment at an Existing Base 

Station located at 1221 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, MA 02139. 

 

Dear Mr. Singanayagam: 

 

A. T-Mobile is Filing an Eligible Facilities Request 

 

Prince Lobel Tye LLP, on behalf of T-Mobile Northeast LLC is submitting the attached Eligible 

Facilities Request application to add, remove, modify, or replace Transmission Equipment at an 

Existing Base Station located at 1221 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, MA 02139.   

 

Because this jurisdiction has not yet developed an Eligible Facilities Request permit application 

form that complies with Section 6409 of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 

2012, commonly known as the “Spectrum Act” (Pub. Law No. 112-96, 126 Stat 156) (codified at 

47 U.S.C. § 1455), this Eligible Facilities Request is attached to the Building Permit Application 

form which was customarily used by this jurisdiction when reviewing requests to collocate or 

modify wireless telecommunications facilities.  Because federal law now preempts many of the 

permit application requirements that this jurisdiction would previously have required from an 

applicant, this Eligible Facilities Request application provides only the information that federal 

law allows this jurisdiction to consider when reviewing an Eligible Facilities Request.   

 

Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act mandates that state and local governments “may not deny, 

and shall approve, any eligible facilities request for a modification of an existing wireless tower 

or base station that does not substantially change the physical dimensions of such tower or base 

station.” Under Section 6409(a)(2)(A)-(C) an Eligible Facilities Request is any request to 

modify a Tower or Base Station that involves “collocations of new Transmission Equipment,”  

“removal,” or  “replacement” of Transmission Equipment. 
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B.  Why this Eligible Facilities Request Must Be Granted 

 

This Eligible Facilities Request involves an effort to collocate, remove, modify, or replace 

Transmission Equipment at an existing Base Station operated by an FCC licensed wireless 

carrier.  The FCC has defined Base Station as “the equipment and non-tower supporting structure 

at a fixed location that enable Commission-licensed or authorized wireless communications 

between user equipment and a communications network . . . the term includes equipment 

associated with wireless communications service including, but not limited to, radio transceivers, 

antennas, coaxial or fiber-optic cable, regular and backup power supply, and comparable 

equipment.” The term existing base station also includes a structure that currently houses or 

supports an antenna, transceiver or other associated equipment that constitutes part of a Base 

Station at the time the application is filed even if the structure was not built solely or primarily to 

provide such support. The existing Base Station in this application is approximately one hundred 

and forty feet and nine inches (140’ 9”) high and presently contains wireless facilities.  The 

existing Base Station meets the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”) definition of a 

Base Station. 

 

The list of equipment identified in the Eligible Facilities Request application that will be 

collocated, removed, or replaced at the Base Station also is Transmission Equipment as 

determined by the FCC. The FCC has defined Transmission Equipment as “any equipment that 

facilitates transmission for any Commission-licensed or authorized wireless communication 

service, including, but not limited to, radio transceivers, antennas and other relevant equipment 

associated with and necessary to their operation, including coaxial or fiber-optic cable, and 

regular and back-up power supply. This definition includes equipment used in any technological 

configuration associated with any Commission-authorized wireless transmission, licensed or 

unlicensed, terrestrial or satellite, including commercial mobile, private mobile, broadcast and 

public safety services, as well as fixed wireless services such as microwave backhaul or fixed 

broadband.”  

 

The FCC, in a Report and Order adopted on October 17, 2014, determined that any modification 

to an existing telecommunications Base Station that meets the following six criteria does not 

substantially change the physical dimensions of the existing Base Station and therefore is an 

Eligible Facilities Request which must be granted: 

 

1. The modifications to the Transmission Equipment do not increase the height of the 

Base Station by more than 10 percent (10%) or ten (10) feet, whichever is greater. 

 

a. The height of the Base Station is approximately one hundred and forty feet 

and nine inches (140’ 9”) high.  The proposed replacement of three (3) panel 

antennas will not affect the height of the Base Station.     

 

2. The modifications to the Transmission Equipment do not protrude from the edge of 

the support structure by more than six (6) feet. 

 

a. The replacement of three (3) panel antennas will not protrude from the edge of 

the building and therefore will not exceed the six (6) foot limitation.  All of 
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the proposed antennas will be façade mounted and together with the mounting 

equipment will extend no more than one (1) foot from the existing building. 

As such, the proposed modification will not protrude from the edge of the 

building by more than six (6) feet.  

 

3. The modifications to the Transmission Equipment do not involve the installation of 

more than the standard number of equipment cabinets for the technology involved, 

not to exceed four. 

 

a. There are currently three (3) equipment cabinets existing at the Base Station.  

The Applicant does not propose to install any additional equipment cabinets.  

 

4. The modifications to the Transmission Equipment do not entail any excavation or 

deployment outside of the Base Station site. 

 

a. The Applicant is proposing to replace three (3) panel antennas with like kind 

panel antennas.  There will be no excavation or deployment outside of the 

Base Station site.  

 

5. The modifications to the Transmission Equipment do not defeat any existing 

concealed or stealth-design. 

 

a. Pursuant to the original decision by the Zoning Board of Appeal for the City 

of Cambridge (the “Board”) for this facility, and subsequent decisions 

thereafter, (the “Decisions”), all of which are attached hereto, the existing 

antennas are located in the preferred location on the building and comply with 

the required conditions for a stealth design.  The replacement of the antennas 

with like kind antennas will not defeat the existing design as all antennas will 

be painted to match the existing building, mounted on low-profile mounts and 

installed one (1) foot below the top of the roof line.  All equipment will be 

designed to blend into the existing building. As such, the proposed 

modification will not defeat any existing concealed or stealth design.  

  

6. The modifications to the Transmission Equipment comply with prior conditions of 

approval of the Base Station, unless the non-compliance is due to an increase in 

height, increase in width, addition of equipment cabinets, or new excavation that does 

not exceed the corresponding “substantial change” thresholds in numbers 1-4.   

 

a. Based on the foregoing, the proposed modifications to the Base Station fully 

conform to Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act and comply with the prior 

conditions of approval of the Base Station.  

 

There is a certification attached to the accompanying Eligible Facilities Request that identifies 

how each of the six review criteria identified by the FCC is met. The modifications to the 

Transmission Equipment at the Base Station located at 1221 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, MA 

02139 contained in this Eligible Facilities Request fully conform to Section 6409(a) as enacted 
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by Congress and as interpreted by the FCC. Accordingly, this Eligible Facilities Request must be 

approved within 60 days, as required by federal law and FCC implementing regulations.   

 

C. Notice of Federal Law Expedited Permit Processing and Deemed Granted 

 

Under federal law, an Eligible Facilities Request is deemed granted sixty (60) days after a 

complete application is filed with a local jurisdiction.  If sixty days pass after the submission of 

T-Mobile’s accompanying Eligible Facilities Request and the City of Cambridge has not acted to 

grant or deny the request, it will be deemed granted.  At that time, the applicant may advise the 

City of Cambridge that the application has been deemed granted.  If the City of Cambridge 

wishes to contest whether the Eligible Facilities Request has been deemed granted, the burden is 

on the City of Cambridge to file a lawsuit in a court of competent jurisdiction within 30 days 

after receipt of a written communication notifying it that the Eligible Facilities Request has been 

deemed granted.  Failure to file a lawsuit in a timely manner may forever bar this jurisdiction 

from contesting that this Eligible Facilities Request has been deemed granted.  

 

T-Mobile is committed to working cooperatively with you, and all jurisdictions around the 

country, to secure expeditious approval of requests to modify existing personal wireless service 

facilities.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Adam F. Braillard 

 

Direct: 617-456-8153 

Email: abraillard@princelobel.com 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:abraillard@princelobel.com
abraillard
Pencil



Eligible Facilities Request (EFR) Application Form  

[Attach this EFR form to the local jurisdiction form used to process cell site modifications.] 

Date of Submittal: 

Submitted by: 

Name:  

Title:  

Contact information: 

Name of Jurisdiction:  

Address of Jurisdiction:  

Contact Name for Jurisdiction:  

Name of Local Government Permit Application:  

Local Government File #: 

Street Address of Site:  

Tax Parcel # of Site:  

Latitude/Longitude of Site: 

List Each Piece of Transmission Equipment that will be Collocated or Added: 

List Each Piece of Transmission Equipment that will be Removed: 

Eligible Facilities Request Application 2015.3 
National Development 
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List Cabinets that will be Collocated or Added at the Site: 

List Cabinets that will be Removed at the Site: 

Permit Application Deposit Amount:  

Municipal Consultant Review Fee Deposit (if applicable): 

Eligible Facilities Request Application 2015.3 
National Development 



 

Non-Substantial Change Certificate for Base Station 
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ELIGIBLE FACILITIES REQUEST CERTIFCATION FOR NON-SUBSTANTIAL 

CHANGES 

TO AN EXISTING BASE STATION 

 

“Base Station” means the equipment and non-tower supporting structure at a fixed location that 

allow Commission-licensed or authorized wireless communications between user equipment and 

a communications network.  The term base station includes any equipment associated with 

wireless communications services including but not limited to radio transceivers, antennas, 

coaxial or fiber-optic cables, regular or back up power supply, and comparable equipment.  The 

term existing base station also includes a structure that currently houses or supports an antenna, 

transceiver or other associated equipment that constitutes part of a base station at the time the 

application is filed even if the structure was not built solely or primarily to provide such support. 

“Base Station” includes the relevant equipment in any technological configuration, including 

small cells and DAS.  Remember “Base Station” has two separate meanings: (1) the supporting 

structure that houses FCC licensed or authorized wireless equipment and (2) the wireless 

equipment itself.  Keep this distinction in mind when calculating a substantial change in physical 

dimensions.  

 

“Transmission Equipment” means any equipment that facilitates transmission for any FCC 

licensed or authorized wireless communication service, including but not limited to, radio 

transceivers, antennas and other relevant equipment associated with and necessary to their 

operation, including coaxial or fiber-optic cable, and regular and back-up power supply.  This 

definition includes equipment used in any technological configuration associated with any 

Commission-authorized wireless transmission, licensed or unlicensed, terrestrial or satellite, 

including commercial mobile, private mobile, broadcast and public safety services, as well as 

fixed wireless services such as microwave backhaul or fixed broadband. 

“Collocation” means the addition, removal or replacement of Transmission Equipment to an 

existing tower or a base station.  This means that the existing support structure, be it a tower or a 

building or some other structure, must presently support FCC licensed or authorized wireless 

facilities.  The FCC further requires that the site (tower, building, or other structure) was 

previously approved by the appropriate agency of government to house wireless facilities.  

Illegal wireless installations cannot be the basis for an eligible facilities request.  However, if a 

communications Tower was erected at a time when it was exempt from zoning, the Tower can be 

modified through the Eligible Facilities Request process even if the Tower is no longer exempt 

from zoning.  

 

Site Address: 1221 Cambridge Street          

Existing Facilities 

The Existing Facility is comprised of nine (9) panel antennas all mounted to the façade of the existing 

building, together with supporting equipment.   
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Height of Base Station    

Height above ground level of the tallest point on the existing base station:   140’ 9” (feet) 

Height above ground level of the tallest point of the existing base station after the installation of 

the proposed equipment:   140’ 9”(feet) 

1) Does the height above ground level of the proposed equipment exceed the height of the 

tallest point on the existing base station by more than 10 percent (10%) or ten (10) feet, 

whichever is greater? 

 Yes   No   

Width of Base Station  

2) Will any of the proposed equipment protrude from the edge of the support structure by more 

than six (6) feet?    

 Yes   No   

Excavation or Equipment Placement 

3) Will the proposed changes in Transmission Equipment involve excavation or placement of 

new equipment outside the existing Base Station site or outside any access or utility 

easements currently related to the site?  

 Yes   No 

 

Equipment Cabinets 

 

4) Will the proposed modification in Transmission Equipment involve installation of more than 

the standard number of new equipment cabinets for the technology involved, but not to 

exceed four? 

 Yes   No 

 

Concealed or Stealth-Designed Wireless Facilities 

 

5)  

a) Is the existing wireless facility concealed or stealth- designed? 

 Yes   No 

 

b) If the answer to 5a) is “Yes,” will the proposed modification in Transmission Equipment 

defeat the existing concealed or stealth-design? 

 Yes   No 
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Compliance with Preexisting Conditions of Approval for the Base Station  

 

6)  

a) Were there any conditions of approval stated in the original government approval of the 

Base Station? 

 

 Yes    No 

   

b) Will the proposed modification in Transmission Equipment comply with conditions of 

approval imposed on the Base Station prior to February 22, 2012? 

  

 Yes    No 

 

c) If the answer to 6b) is “No,” is the non-compliance due solely to any of the conditions 

addressed in Questions 1-5 above? 

 

 Yes   No 
 

If the answers to questions 1-4 are  “No,”  the answer to either  5a) or b) is “No,” and the 

answers to 6a) is “No” or   the answers to either  6b) or 6c) are “Yes,” then the proposed 

modifications do not substantially change the physical dimensions of the existing Base 

Station.  

 

Explanatory Comments: 

N/A 

 

 

This certification is dated this ___th day of December, 2020.  

 

 

         

Signature  

 

Adam F. Braillard, Esq., Attorney for T-Mobile Northeast LLC.      

Name & Title 
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